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The  Manners  of  the 

ANCIENT  CHRISTIANS. 


Extra&ed  from  a French  Author. 


CHAP.  I. 


Of  the  life  of  Chrift. 

l.  AS  the  Chriftian  religion  is  not  an  inven- 
-ljL  tion  of  men,  but  the  work  of  God,  it 
received  its  full  perfeftion  at  the  beginning  of  it. 
For  who  can  imagine,  the  apcftles  were  igno- 
rant of  any  truth  neceft'ary  or  ufeful  to  falvation  ? 
Or  that  any  thing  has  been  fince  found  out  touch- 
ing the  condufl  of  life,  more  wife  and  excellent 
than  what  Jefus  Chrift  taught  them  r It  is  among 
the  firft  Chriftians  therefore,  that  we  muft  look 
for  a pattern  of  the  moll  perfeft  life,  and  by  con- 
ference of  the  molt  happy,  which  can  be  upon 
earth. 

2.  Let  us  begin  with  the  life  of  Chrift  himfelf, 
the  model  and  fource  of  all  perfection.  In  his 
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very  childhood  he  fets  us  an  example,  by  his 
teachablenefs  and  obedience  to  his  parents.  Of 
the  reft  of  his  youth  we  only  know,  that  he  lived 
in  the  little  town  of  Nazareth , pafling  for  the 
fon  of  a carpenter  and  working  as  one  himfelf.  In 
fuch  obfcurity  he,  who  came  to  be  the  light  of 
the  world,  chofe  to  pafs  the  greateft  part  of  his 
life.  Thirty  years  he  lived  a private  life,  and  on- 
ly three  or  four  in  public,  to  fhew  us,  that  a pri- 
vate life  is  bell  for  the  generality  of  men  : and 
that  there  is  only  a fmall  number  who  ought  to 
aft  in  public,  fo  far  as  the  order  of  God,  and  the 
love  of  their  neighbour  require  it. 

3.  Before  he  began  his  great  work,  he  prepar- 
ed himfelf  for'  it,  by  lafting  and  prayer.  And 
having  afterwards  been  tempted  of  the  devil,  to 
{hew,  he  is  able  to  fuccourus  when  we  are  tempt- 
ed, he  went  forth  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which 
was  loft.  He  (hewed  that  he  came  from  God  by’ 
his  miracles.  And  even  thefe  gave  him  matter 
of  many  virtues ; of  ftmplicitv,  humility,  pati- 
ence. He  wrought  them  without  any’  pride 
or  oflentation ; he  feldom  Hayed  till  he  was 
alked  to  do  them  ; and  then,  only  to  exercife, 
or  to  make  known  the  faith  of  thofe  that  afked 
him.  He  gives  the  glory  of  all  to  his  Father. 

“ I can  of  mvfelf,  fays  he,  (that  is,  as  man]  do 
nothing.  My  Father  who  abideth  in  me,  he  it 
is  that  doth  the  works.” 

4.  What  patience  was  it,  to  bear  that  incredi- 
ble  multitude,  which  continually  followed  him, 
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who  preft  to  touch  him,  who  threw  themfelves 
upon  him,  and  were  often  ready  to  overwhelm 
him  ? If  he  went  into  a houfe,  all  the  city  gather- 
ed together  at  tire  door,  and  gave  him  no  time, 
fo  much  as  to  eat.  So  that  he  could  no  longer 
come  into  the  towns,  unlefs  in  fecret;  but  was 
forced  to  flay  abroad  in  the  deferts : and  even 
thither  the  people  followed  him  in  great  multi- 
tudes, as  appears  by  the  five  thoufandr,  whom  he 
fed  there.  Hence  :'t  was,  that  he  retired  to  the 
mountains  to  pray,  that  he  employed  the  nights 
therein,  and  that  he  flept  when  he  could,  and 
as  he  could  ; as  in  the  fhip,  during  the  ftorm. 

5.  His  life  was  now  more  laborious,  than 
when  he  worked  with  his  hands.  Indeed  he  had 
not  time  to  work  in  ; infomuch  that  he  fuiTered 
women  to  minifter  unto  him  of  their  goods,  and 
even  kept  fome  money  by  him.  Of  this  he  made 
Judas  the  keeper.  So  much  did-Jefus  efteem  mo- 
ney ! He  gave  alms  of  the  little  he  had,  and  fome- 
times  he  had  none  at  all.  Indeed  he  lived  all  along 
in  great  poverty.  Hehadnot  whereto  lay  his  head. 
At  his  death,  he  had  no  goods,  but  his  cloaths. 
He  came,,  not  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  mi- 
nifter. He  made  his  journeys  on  foot,  and  con- 
tinued walking  even  till  the  heat  of  the  day.  For 
it  was  at  noon  that  he  fat  down,  weary  as  he  was, 
on  the  well,  where  he  met  the  woman  of  Sama- 
ria. And  tho’  he  was  the  Lord  of  nature,  we 
find  not  that  he  wrought  any  miracle  for  his  own 
convenience,  or  to  fpare  his  own  pains.  The  an- 
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gels  minifiered  unto  him  only  once,  to  fhew  what 
was  his  due,  had  he  pleafed  to  ufe  it. 

6.  All  his  carriage  was  fimple,  eafy,  natural, 
lively.  He  looked  them  in  the  face,  with  whom 
he  fpake : as  the  rich  young  man.  It  is  often 
faid,  “ He  flretched  forth  his  hand  unto  them 
often,  that  he  made  ufe  of  fuch  other  particular 
geftures,  as  were  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  Some- 
times his  very  looks  expreft  pity,  or  grief,  or 
indignation  : at  other  times,  tendernefs  ; as  when 
he  took  up  the  children  in  his  arms,  and  laid  his 
hands  upon  them. 

7.  With  all  this  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  be- 
haviour, he  preferved  a wonderful  dignity.  He 
was  always  ferious.  We  find  him  twice  in  tears: 
but  it  is  not  faid,  that  he  ever  laughed.  He  afk- 
ed  nothing  of  any  man,  following  his  own 
maxim,  “ It  is  more  blcffed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive.” All  men  fought  him  out  and  ran  unto 
him.  He  converfed  with  all,  without  any  mean- 
nefs  of  behaviour,  and  yet  with  the  utmoft  con- 
defcenfion  ; being  eafy  of  accefs  to  all  ; yea  to 
Publicans  and  Sinners.  He  condefcended  to 
eat,  and  to  lodge  with  them,  vea  to  let  a woman 
that  was  a finner  touch  him,  and  perfume  his 
feet  ’;  a delicacy  that  feemed  quite  oppofite  to  his 
poor  and  mortified  life. 

8.  As  he  came  into  the  world  to  inftrufl  man- 
kind, he  taught  continually  both  in  public  and 
private  : infomnch  that  men  admired  the  power 
by  which  he  fpoke,  and  the  gracious  words  that 
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•asne  out  of  his  mouth.  His  difcourfe  was  fun- 
pie  and  clear,  without  any  ornament,  but  lively 
and  natural  figures.  Sometimes,  he  fpeaks  by 
aftions,  as  when  he  bids  Johns  difciples,  “ Go 
tell  unto  John  what  ye  have  feen  and  heard.” 
And  generally,  his  words  are  few.  He  lays 
down  great  principles  without  troubling  himfelf 
to  draw  confequences,  or  to  prove  them.  In- 
deed they  carry  in  themfelves  the  light  of  truth, 
which  only  wilful  blindnefs  can  refill.  When 
he  does  ufe  proofs,  they  are  thofe  of  fenfible  rea- 
fonings  and  familiar  comparifons.  His  miracles 
were  the  flrongeft  proofs,  and  befl  fuited  to  all 
underftandings.  Thefe  were  equally  apprehend- 
ed by  the  learned,  as  Nicodemus,  and  the  un- 
learned, as  the  man  born  blind.  He  often  joins 
thereto  the  authorities  of  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets, (hewing  that  his  do&rine  came  from 
the  fame  wifdom,  and  that  the  Old  Tellament 
and  the  New  were  built  on  the  fame  divine  foun- 
dation. 

g.  That  his  difciples  might  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  his  example,  he  lived  with  them  in  com- 
mon, as  one  family.  They  followed  him  wher- 
ever he  went ; they  eat  and  lodged  with  him  ; 
they  had  opportunity  of  fludying  him  continual- 
ly. He  fpared  no  pains  to  inftrudl  them.  What 
they  underflood  not  in  his  public  difcourfes,  he 
explained  to  them  in  private  ; treating  them  as 
his  friends,  and  telling  them  all  things,  as  they 
were  able  to  bear  them.  He  bore  with  the  ut- 
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mod  patience,  their  dulnefs,  their  ignorance 
their  vanity,  and  all  their  faults,  and  laboured 
without  ceahng  to  corredf  them. 

* 10.  But  he  had  other  difciples  befide  the 
twelve. : for  all  who  believed  and  were  baptized 
were  called  his  difciples.  St.  Paul  mentions  a- 
bove  500  of  them,  who  together  faw  him  after 
his  refurreftion.  So  that  the  church  even  then 
confided  of  two  parts : the  people,  fimply  called 
The  difciples  or  The  brethren , and  ihofe  whom 
Chrid  had  fet  apart  for  minifiring  in  public: 
fuch  were  fil'd,  The  apojlles,  and  then  the  [even- 
ly , whom  he  chofe,  and  fent  two  and  two  before 
his  face. 

* 11.  The  different  degrees  of  love  where- 
with our  Lord  loved  different  perfons  are  worthy 
a ferious  refle&ion.  He  hath  taught  us,  that 
every  man  is  our  neighbour,  whom  we  are  to 
love  as  ourfelves  : and  he  accordingly  loved  all 
the  world  : yea,  he  gave  his  life  for  all.  Yet  he 
loved  his  difciples  in  a particular  manner,  and 
above  the  red  of  them,  his  apodles  ; above  the 
red  of  the  apodles,  St.  Peter  and  the  fons  of  Ze- 
bedee ; and  above  all,  St.  John.  Thus  by  his 
own  example  hath  he  authorized  us  to  regard 
fome  perfons  with  a particular  affeflion,  and 
fhewn,  that  peculiar  friendfhip  is  not  inconfident 
with  univerfal  charity. 

12.  But  in  his  fufferings  chiefly  hath  “ He  left 
us  an  example,  that  we  fiiould  tread  in  his  deps.” 
Being  Jibe  us  in  all  things,  except  fin,  he  felt 
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all  the  inconveniences  of  life  ; hunger,  thirft  and 
wearinefs  and  pain  : and  the  ftate  he  was  in,  the 
night  before  his  paffion  in  the  garden,  plainly 
fhews,  that  he  was  fenfible  like  us,  of  grief  and 
fear  and  fadnefs.  Add  to  thefe  his  fenfe  of  the 
hardnefs  of  men’s  hearts,  and  the  contradiftion  of 
finners.  But  he  buffered  all,  and  particularly  in 
his  paffion,  with  an  invincible  conllancy.  He 
who  with  a word  could  have  confounded  his  ac- 
cufers  and  judges  together,  opened  not  bis  mouth. 
He  flood  unmoved  as  a rock  in  the  midft  of  all 
infults,  reproaches,  outrages.  On  the  very  crofs 
he  polfefl  his  foul  in  patience.  Even  there  re- 
taining compofure  of  mind,  he  prays  for  his  mur- 
derers ; he  accepts  the  faith  of  the  penitent  thief ; 
he  provides  for  his  mother’s  comfort ; he  finiffies 
the  accomphffiment  of  the  prophecies;  he  com- 
mends his  fpirit  to  God. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  church  at  Jerufalem. 

1.  A FTER.  the  apoflles  had  received  the  Holy 
■h  ■*-  Ghoft,  they  were  living  images  ofjefus  - 
Chrift.  And  by  them  all  the  following  fervants  ■ 
of  Chrift  were  to  form  their  hearts  and  lives.  So 
St.  Paul  to  the.- Corinthians,  Be  ye  followers  of  me,  . 
as  I am  of  Chrift  : and  to  the  P/nlif plans, 
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Brethren,  he  followers  together  oj  me,  and  mark 
them  which  walk  fo,  as  ye  have  us  for  an  example. 

2.  Thus  they  taught  by  their  lives  as  well  as 
their  words.  But  they  chofe  out  fame  of  the  be- 
lievers, whom  they  taught  in  a more  particular 
manner,  as  Jefus  Chrift  had  inftrutted  them. 
Thefe  were  with  them  continually  wherever  they 
went:  thele  followed  them  in  all  their  journies, 
and  were  appointed  by  them  to  refide  in,  and  to 
govern  the  churches  as  they  were  formed.  So 
with  St.  Peter  was  Mark,  whom  he  calls  his  fon 
(l  Pet.  v.  13.)  and  St.  Clement,  well  known  in  all 
the  churches.  With  St.  Paul,  were  Timothy, 
Titus,  St.  Luke,  and  fometimes  the  fame  St.  Cle- 
ment. Thus  Polycarp  accompanied  St.  John. 
Thefe  holy  men  applied  themfelves  with  all  care 
to  learn  the  dcQrine,  and  to  imitate  the  lives  of 
the  apoftles.  And  hereby  they  were  themfelves 
examples  to  other  believers,  both  by  word  and 
converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in 
purity.  They  likewife  themfelves  formed  dif- 
ciples,  capable  of  inftrufting  and  forming  others. 
And  this  St.  Paul  direfts  Timothy  to  do  (2  Tim. 
ii.  2.)  The  things  which  thou  haf  heard  of  me 
among  many  witnejfes,  the  fame  commit  thou  to 
faithful  men,  whojhall  be  able  to  teach  others  alfo . 
Thus  was  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints : 
thus  was  the  church,  the  whole  body  of  Chrif- 
tians  from  the  beginning,  the  ground  and  pillar 
of  truth,  of  all  the  truths  contained  in  the  oracles 
uf  God.  In  the  writings  therefore  of  thefe,  not 
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oF  modern  reafoners  and  difputers,  are  we  to 
fearch  for  that  fenfe  of  fcriptures  hard  to  be  un- 
derflood, which  they  received  from  the  apollles, 
and  the  apollles  from  Chrift. 

3.  The  church  at  Jerusalem.,  the  pattern  and 
mother  of  all  churches,  was  taught  and  govern- 
ed by  the  apollles  themfelves.  And  all  the  mem- 
bers thereof  continued  fedfafly  in  the  apojiles  doc- 
trine and fellowjhip , and  in  breaking  of  bread  and 
in  prayer.  All  who  believed  were  together  and  had 
all  things  common.  They  fold  their  pojjejjions  and 
goods , and  parted  them  to  all,  as  every  man  had 
need.  They  continued  daily  with  one  accord  in 
the  temple,  and  in  breaking  bread  in  the  houfe  or 
chamber  appointed  for  it : and  eat  their  meat  with 
gladmfs  and  finglenefs  of  heart,  prai/ing  God  and 
having  favour  with  all  the  people.  Again  we  read, 
The  multitude  of  them  that  believed,  were  of  one 
heart,  and  of  one foul,  neither  faid  any,  that  ought 
of  the  things  which  he  poffiffed  was  his  own,  but 
they  had  all  things  common.  And  great  grace 
was  upon  them  all,  neither  was  there  any,  among 
them,  that  wanted : for  as  marry  as  were  pcffef- 

fors  of  lands  or  houfes,  fold  them,  and  brought 
the  prices  of  the  things  that  were  fold,  and  laid 
them  down  at  the  apofles  feet.  And  dflribution 
was  made  to  every  man , according  as  he  had. 
need. 

4.  This  community  of  goods  the  ancient  phi- 
lofophers  and  law-givers  often  endeavoured,  but 
could  never  effedl : having  only  puniflrments  to 
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conftrain,  or  reafonings  to  perfuade  men  to  it. 
And  both  thefe  were  too  weak  to  prevail.  Only 
the  grace  of  Chrift  could  efreft  it.  When  this 
was  fhed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  they  all  looked 
on  each  other  as  brethren,  all  united  in  one  fa- 
mily, and  fed  alike  by  the  common  care  of  their 
Father.  The  law  of  love,  fo  often  repeated  by 
their  Lord,  was  continually  before  their  eyes,  and 
by  this  did  all  men  know  they  were  his  difciples,  by 
their  love  to  one  another. 

g.  It  is  faid,  that  they  continued fedfafly  in 
the  apojlles  dodlrine  ; and  they  are  often  called, 
the  difciples  or  learners.  They  diligently  applied 
themfelves  to  learn  all  the  truths  of  God,  whether 
by  hearing  the  apoftles  both  in  public  and  pri- 
vate, or  by  reading  and  comparing  together  the 
holy  fcriptures,  and  meditating  upon  them.  It 
is  likewife  faid,  that  they  continued  in  prayer, 
and  went  daily  for  that  purpofe  to  the  temple  : 
probably  at  the  folemn  hours  of  prayer,  the 
third  fxth  and  ninth , which  the  Chriftian  church 
obferved  for  many  ages. 

6.  The  other  part  of  their  daily  fervice  men- 
tioned here,  is  the  breaking  of  bread , or  the  Lord's 
fupper , as  the  phrafe  fignifies,  not  in  this  place 
alone,  but  in  many  others  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  It  was  followed  by  a repaft,  the  life  of 
which  continued  long  in  the  chuch,  under  the 
name  of  Ago  pee,  or  feafs  of  love.  And  thefe 
it  is  faid,  They  cat  with  gladnefs  and  fnglenefs  of 
heart.  In  a word,  all  the  Chrifliains  were  as 
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little  children,  in  humility,  difintereflednefs  and 
purity.  By  renouncing  worldly  good  and  hopes, 
they  had  cut  off  the  occafions  of  paffions  and  of 
the  uneafinefTes  of  life  : fo  that  their  minds  were 
wholly  taken  up  with  heaven,  and  their  hope  full 
of  immortality . Thus  the  church  of  Jerufalem 
fubfiffed  near  forty  years,  under  the  conduft  of 
the  apohles  and  St.  James  (the  bifhop  of  it)  in 
particular  : till  the  Chriflians  feeing  the  ruin  of 
that  unhappy  city  to  approach,  according  to  the 
prediftion  of  their  Matter,  retired  out  of  it  to 
the  little  town  of  Pella , where  they  continued 
in  peace  and  fafety. 


CHAP.  III. 

The Jlate  of  the  Heathens  before  their  converjion. 

’'HEY  who  are  unacquainted^vith  hiftory, 
fuppofe,  that  the  men  who  lived  feventeen 
hundred  years  ago,  were  more  artlefs,  more  inno- 
cent and  more  teachable,  than  thofe  that  are  now 
alive.  But  the  writings  of  thofe  times  which 
hill  remain,  clearly  prove  the  contrary.  The 
crimes,  whereof  they  give  us  fo  full  accounts, 
were  committed  in  the  face  of  the  fun.  No  one 
ran  into  a corner  to  commit  them,  or  endea- 
voured afterwards  to  conceal  them.  And  the 
providence  of  God  feems  to  have  preferved  thefe 
accounts,  on  purpofe  to  (hew,  from  what  an 
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abyfs  of  corruption  (defcribed  in  fhort  by  St. 
Paul  in  the  beginning  of  his  epidle  to  the  Ro- 
mans ) Jefus  Chrift  delivered  the  world. 

2.  The  ordinary  diverfions  of  the  people  of 
Rome,  were  to  fee  men  kill  one  another,  or  torn 
in  pieces  by  wild  beads.  And  the  governors  of 
the  provinces,  daily  exercifed  the  greated  cruel- 
ties upon  thofe  who  were  not  Romans.  The 
emperors  put  to  death  whom  they  pleafed,  with- 
out any  procefs  or  trial ; whence  it  was  that  bad 
princes  fhed  fo  much  blood,  even  of  the  mod 
noble  Romans.  Their  avarice  was  equal  to  their 
cruelty  ; fo  that  all  places  were  full  of  frauds,  of 
falfhoods,  of  perjuries,  of  calumnies,  of  vio- 
lences and  oppreflions. 

3.  Yet  in  the  midlf  ofthe  Roman  empire,  yea, 
of  Rome  itfelf,  Chridianity  edablifhed  itfelf: 
And  that  at  a time  when  it  was  the  mod  en- 
lightened that  ever  it  was,  as  well  as  the  mod 
corrupted.  Nor  could  it  more  evidently  appear, 
that  the  Gofpel  was  the  power  of  God,  than  by  its 
triumphing  over  thofe  very  difpofitions,  which 
were  of  all  others  mod  oppofite  to  it.  What 
could  be  more  oppofite  to  the  humility  of  faith 
and  the  fimplicity  of  the  Chndian  dodh'ine,  than 
the  haughtiuefs  of  felf-confcious  knowledge,  and 
pride  of  underdanding  ? What  to  the  inward  pu- 
rity it  required,  and  the  firi&nefs  of  its  morality, 
than  that  entire  depravity  of  heart,  and  over- 
flowing corruption  of  manners  ? 


4.  Tire 


was 
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4.  The  manner  of  preaching  the  Gofpel 
different,  according  to  the  difpofitions  of  the 
hearers.  The  apoftles  convinced  the  Jews  by 
proofs  drawn  from  their  own  prophets,  and  other 
parts  of  holy  writ;  the  Heathens,  by  reafomngs, 
more  fimple  or  more  fubtle,  according  to  their 
capacity.  But  what  mod  prevailed  on  the  hea- 
then was,  the  miracles  which  were  frequent,  for 
two  hundred  years  after  the  apolfles,  the  holy 
lives  of  the  Chriffians,  and  their  conftancy  in 
bufferings  and  death. 

5.  When  any  one  defired  to  be  a Chriftian, 
he  was  brought  to  the  bifhop,  who  carefully  ex- 
amined, what  were  the  motives  and  caufes  of 
his  defiring  it,  and  what  his  life  paft  had  been  ? 
For  none  were  received  ’till  they  had  renounced 
whatever  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  Chrift  : and 
given  proof  for  fome  time,  that  they  were  de- 
termined, to  make  it  the  rule  of  their  future 
life. 

6.  He  who  wTas  judged  fincere  in  his  define, 
was  received  by  the  bifhop  into  the  number  of 
Catechumens.  Thefe  were  not  only  prefent  at 
the  publick  expofition  of  fcripture  (for  fo  might 
the  Infidels  themfelves)  but  had  Catechifis  ap- 
pointed for  them,  whofe  office  it  was,  to  inflruft 
them  feverally  in  the firfi.  principles  of  Chriltia- 
nity,  and  to  watch  over  them  continually,  that 
their  praftice  might  be  anfwerable  thereto.  The 
common  time  for  being  a catechumen  was  two 

years : 
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years  : but  it  might  be  either  longer  or  fhorter. 
It  was  always  fo  long,  till  the  perfon  appeared 
to  be  changed  in  heart  and  life.  The  names 
of  thofe  who  were  judged  to  be  thus  changed, 
were  given  in  at  the  beginning  of  Lent.  And  thefe, 
as  well  as  the  faithful,  fpent  that  folemn  time,  in 
watching,  falling  and  prayer.  In  the  mean 
while  they  were  inftrufted  in  the  creed,  and 
the  myfteries  of  the  Chriftian  faith  : as  to  their 
progrefs  wherein  they  were  frequently  examined 
in  the  church,  before  the  congregation. 

7.  Toward  the  end  of  Lent  they  were  taught 
the  Lord's  prayer , and  inflru£fed  in  the  nature 
of  the  facraments,  and  having  been  thus  pre- 
pared, they  were  baptized  on  Eafltr-Eve,  that 
they  might  rife  again  with  Chrift  : or  on  the 
eve  of  Pentecojl,  that  they  might  be  ready  to 
receive  the  Holy  Ghoft.  But  though  thefe 
were  the  hated  times  of  baptifm,  even  till  the 
tenth  age  ; yet  they  who  were  in  danger  of  death 
were  baptized  at  any  time  : as  in  cafe  of  open 
perfecution. 

8.  The  day  of  baptifm  being  come,  the  Ca- 
techumen was  brought  to  the  baptiflery.  This 
w7as  at  firft  near  the  church,  or  in  the  church 
porch  : afterwards  in  the  church  itfelf.  Here, 
after  he  had  renounced  the  devil  and  all  his 
works,  he  was  queflioned  concerning  the  faith, 
and  concerning  his  purpofe  of  leading  a Chrif- 
tian  life.  To  which  queftions  he  gave  diftinft 

anfwers. 
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tmftvers.  He  was  then  immerged  in  the  con- 
fecrated  water,  three  times  ; at  the  name  of  the 
lather,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
At  his  coming  out  of  the  water,  a white  gar- 
ment was  given  him,  for  a token  of  the  inno- 
cence which  was  now  given  him,  and  which  he 
was  to  take  care  to  preferve  without  fpot  unto 
his  life’s  end.  When. the  perfons  baptized  were 
infants,  their  fureties  or  fponfors  (as  Tertullian 
calls  them)  anfwered  for  them.  Immediately 
after  baptifm  they  were  prefented  to  the  bifhop 
to  be  confirmed,  by  prayer  and  impofition  of 
hands  ; and  for  a long  time  after  they  were  in- 
ftru&ed  and  afhfied,  as  by  the  prieft,  fo  by  thofe 
who  had  witneffed  for  them,  till  they  were 
throughly  perfeft  in  the  faith,  and  fully  prepared 
for  every  good  work. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  their  prayer  and Jiudy  of  the  fcriptures. 

l.  r I ''HOSE  who  were  baptized  began  to  lead 
a new  life,  wholly  fpiritual  and  fuper- 
natural  : a life  of  faith  and  prayer  : remembring 
the  words  of  their  Lord,  that  men  ought  always 
to  pray  and  not  to  faint',  they  endeavoured  to 
pray  without  ceafng,  and  ufed  all  forts  of  means, 
that  the  application  of  their  fpirit  to  God,  might 

be 
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interrupted  the  leaft  that  was  poflible.  But  of 
all  prayer,  they  had  the  greateft  efteem  for  pub- 
lic ; as  well  knowing,  the  more  perfons  joined 
together,  to  beg  of  God  any  mercy,  the  more 
force  their  prayers  had  to  obtain  it.  And  the 
fervice  ended,  they  faluted  each  other,  the  men 
the  men,  and  the  women  the  women,  with  the 
kifs  of  peace. 

2.  But  befides  their  folemn  prayers  both  in 
public  and  private,  they  ufed  particular  prayers 
before  all  they  did  : following  therein  the  direc- 
tion of  St.  Paul,  Whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or 
deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  giving 
thanks  to  God,  even  the  Father  by  him.  Accord- 
ingly,  plowing,  fowing,  reaping,  and  all  their 
works,  were  begun  and  ended  in  prayer.  They 
prayed  when  they  began  to  build  a houfe,  or  to 
live  in  it,  and  on  all  the  common  occurrrences 
of  life.  Their  falutations  when  they  met,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  their  letters,  were  not  only 
expreflions  of  friendlhip,  but  prayers. 

3.  The  book  of  Pfalms  made  a great  part  of 
their  prayers  ; as  including  the  fum  of  all  the 
fcriptures,  and  fhewing  what  fentiments  a fervant 
of  God  ought  to  have,  in  all  the  various  condi- 
tions of  life.  To  thefe  they  always  joined  the 
reading  a part  of  fome  of  the  other  hoty  books : 
all  which  the  bifhops  and  pallors  of  the  church, 
explained  with  all  diligence,  inftru&ing  their 
flock  both  publicly  and  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
and  fuiting  their  inflru&ions  to  their  feveral 

capa- 
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capacities.  But  they  all  along  declared,  theyfpake 
not  from  themfelves,  they  faid  nothing  new,  no- 
thing of  their  own.  They  declared,  that  they 
were  only  faithful  relators  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
and  of  that  interpretation  thereof,  which  they 
had  received  l.vm  their  fore-fathers,  and  their 
fore-fathers  from  the  apoftles.  They  imprint- 
ed in  the  faithful  the  utmoft  abhorrence  for  alt 
novelties,  efpecially  in  doftrine.  Infomuch  that 
if  private  Chriltians  heard  any  difcourfe  which 
was  contrary  to  the  firft  faith,  'they  did  not 
amufe  themfelves  with  difputing,  but  immediate- 
ly left  the  place. 

4.  What  had  been  read  to  them  in  public, 
out  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  the  faithful  read  again 
in  private.  They  talked  of  it  in  the  houfe  and 
by  the  way ; they  meditated  thereon  day  and 
night.  Indeed,  particular  houfes,  as  St.  Chry- 

Joflom  obferves,  were  then  churches.  Every  fa- 
ther being  a pallor  to  his  family,  inftrufting  his 
wife,  children,  fervants  ; exhorting  them  fami- 
liarly, prefiding  over  their  joint  devotion,  and 
every  way  affifting  to  preferve  them  in  the  unity 
of  the  church,  and  to  build  them  up  in  faith  and 
love. 

5.  In  the  mean  while  they  did  not  negleft  to 
work  with  their  hands,  both,  that  they  might 
avoid  idlenefs,  the  root  of  all  vices,  that  they 
might  provide  for  their  own  houfholds,  and  that 
they  might  have  the  more  ability  to  help  their 
brethren.  But  they  took  care  to  chufe  not  only 

innocent 
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innocent  employs,  but  fuch  as  beft  fulted  with 
retirement  and  humility,  and  did  not  too  much 
engage  the  mind,  or  difTipate  the  thoughts: 
what  time  they  could  fpare  from  thefe,  they  em- 
ployed in  works  of  charity:  in  vifiting  the  fick 
or  affhfled,  and  affifling  whoever  flood  in  need 
of  their  afliflance.  So  that  the  life  of  a Chriflian 
tvas  a continued  courfe  of  prayer,  reading  and 
labour,  fucceeding  each  other  ; and  as  little  as 
pofTible  interrupted  by  the  neceflities  of  life. 
Whatever  calling  they  were  of,  they  regarded  it 
always,  as  only  an  acceffory  or  help  to  religion  ; 
wrhich  they  ever  remembered  was  the  one  bugle 
bufinefs,  that  was  to  take  up  all  their  lives. 
Their  profefllon  wras,  purelv  and  fimply  to  be 
Chriflians.  They  affttmed  no  other  diflinction  : 
and  when  they  were  queflioned  concerning  their 
name,  their  country,  their  condition,  their  one 
anfwer  was,  “ I am  a Ckrijlian 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  their  fajls,  meals , mod  fly  and ferioufnefs. 

l.  rT~,HE  falls  of  the  ancients  were  either  year- 
ly,  as  that  of  Lent,  which  they  obferved 
daily  till  fix  in  the  evening;  or  weekly,  as  thofe 
of  Wednefday  and  Friday,  which  they  obferved 
till  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  \ early  they  kept 
in  memory  of  their  Lord,  and  in  obedience  to 

that 
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that  command,  When  the  bridegr  oomjhall  betaken 
away , then Jhall  they  fajl  in  thofe  days.  And  the 
weekly  too  were  obferved  throughout  the  whole 
church,  in  remembrance  of  his  paffion  : becaufe 
on  Wednefday  the  council  againft  him  was  held, 
and  on  Friday  he  was  put  to  death.  During  the 
whole  Lent,  many  eat  only  bread  and  water  : 
feme  added  thereto  nuts  and  almonds : and  others 
were  obliged  to  ufe  different  food,  according  to 
their  different  infirmities.  But  all  abftained 
from  wine  and  delicate  meats,  during  whatever 
time  was  fet  apart  for  faffing,  and  fpent  as  large 
a proportion  of  it  as  they  could,  in  retirement, 
reading  and  prayer. 

2.  At  all  times  the  meals  of  Chriffians  were 
plain  and  frugal.  They  did  not  live  to  eat,  but 
eat  to  live.  They  ufed  only  fuch  food  and  fuch 
a meafure  of  it,  as  was  neceffary  for  health  and 
ffrength.  As  to  the  kinds  of  food,  they  eat 
whatever  was  fet  before  them,  except  blood 
and  things  ifrangled  ; from  which  they  carefully 
abftained,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  apoftles 
fpeaking  by  the  Holy  Ghoff.  Some  indeed 
there  were  in  all  ages,  who  eat  only  herbs  with 
bread  and  water : not  out  of  any  abhorrence  of 
other  food  j but  believing  this  to  be  beft  for 
their  own  weaknefs.  No  Chriffians  eat  with 
hereticks,  or  perfons  excommunicate : but  they 
did  fometimes  with  infidels,  that  they  might  not 
break  off  all  fociety  with  them. 


3.  The 
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g.  The  fame  air  of  modefty  appeared  in  all  the 
other  parts  of  their  life.  They  valued  only  in- 
ward greatnefs ; they  efteemed  no  nobility,  but 
noblenefs  of  louh  They  made  no  account  of  pe- 
rifhable  goods,  or  of  any  riches  but  fpiritual. 
They  utterly  defpifed  all  that  luxury  had  intro- 
duced ; all  the  idle  expence  of  magnificent 
buildings  ; of  coftly  apparel ; of  fumptuous  fur- 
niture, and  velfels  of  gold  and  filver.  Behold 
the  furniture  which  her  perfecutors  found  in  the 
chamber  of  Domna,  a rich  lady  of  Nicomcdia  : 
the  Adis  of  the  apoflles,  two  raatts  upon  the  floor, 
a wooden  box,  and  an  earthen  renfer. 

4.  As  to  their  drefs,  they  wore  no  glaring  co- 
lours, but  moltly  white,  the  emblem  of  purity. 
They  ufed  no  coftly  fluffs,  no  rings,  jewels,  per- 
fumes; nothing  fine  or  delicate  ; plainnefs,  mo- 
defty, gravity  and  a contempt  of  ornament, 
were  vifible  in  their  whole  exterior.  They  made 
ufe  of  none  of  the  public  diverfions,  but  ac- 
counted them  all  abominations  ; not  only  as  being 
idolatrous,  but  as  being  one  great  fource  of  the 
general  corruption  of  manners.  And  in  fa£i  the 
theatre  was  no  other  than  a fchool  of  immodefty: 
ihe  amphitheatre  where  men  fought  with  each 
other,  or  with  wild  beafts,  was  evidently  a fchool 
of  cruelty.  And  all  thefe  diverfions  fomented 
all  forts  of  paffions,  which  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
Chriftianity  to  calm.  Therefore  it  is,  that  even 
the  races  of  the  Circus  which  appeared  the  moft 
innocent,  are  conftantly  mentioned,  by  the  fa- 
thers, 
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thers,  with  horror  and  deteftation:  not  only  on 
account  of  the  idlenefs  they  promoted,  and  the 
vaft  expence  that  attended  them ; but  likewife 
of  the  promifcuous  converfe  of  men  and  women, 
and  the  factions  which  reigned  there,  producing 
every  day  quarrels  and  furious  animolities,  that 
often  proceeded  even  to  blood. 

g.  They  likewife  entirely  difapproved  of  dice, 
and  all  other  fedentary  games,  the  leaft  mifchief 
of  which  they  judged  to  be,  the  nourifhing  of 
floth  and  idlenefs.  They  did  not  approve  of 
loud  laughter,  or  whatever  has  a tendency  there- 
to : as  light  difcourfes,  ludicrous  geflures  or  ac- 
tions, buffoonery,  drollery.  They  thought  all 
thefe  beneath  the  dignity  of  a Chriftian,  and  ab- 
folutely  unworthy  his  high  calling : whofe  con. 
verfation  ought  to  be  always  good,  to  the  uj'e  of 
edifying,  that  it  may  minijler  grace  to  the  hearers. 
They  confidered,  that  both  our  Lord  and  all  his 
apollles,  led  the  molt  ferious  life  poffible  ; and 
that  St.  Paul  condemns  by  name,  that  habit  of 
jelling,  raillery  or  facetioufnefs,  which  the 
Heathens  ranked  among  their  virtues,  as  not 
convenient  for  a follower  of  Chrift. 

6.  But  as  ftrift  as  the  life  of  thefe  Chriftians 
was,  we  mult  not  imagine  it  was  melancholy. 
No,  as  they  prayed  without  ceafng,  and  in  every 
thing  gave  thanks,  fo  they  rejoiced  evermore. 
They  were  not  difquieted  by  coveioufnefs  or 
ambition.  They  were  free  from  pride,  malice, 

envy, 
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envy,  and  all  that  train  of  uneafy  paflions,  by 
which,  men  of  the  world  are  continually  tor- 
mented : not  being  attached  to  the  goods  of  the 
prefentlife;  they  were  little  touched  with  the 
calamities  of  it : having  always  the  peace  of  a 
good  confcience,  the  joy  of  doing  well,  and  a 
full  alfurance  of  the  favour  of  God,  both  in  time 
and  in  eternity. 

7.  Nor  did  the  care  of  their  pofterity  give 
them  any  inquietude.  The  happinefs  they  wilhed 
their  children  was  no  other,  than  that  they  de- 
hred  for  themfelves,  even  to  fin i fh  their  courfe 
with  joy.  If  they  left  them  orphans,  they  knew 
the  church  would  be  their  mother,  and  fupply  all 
their  wants.  Thus  they  lived  without  care, 
without  fear,  without  defire  of  any  of  the  things 
of  the  world.  But  not  without  pleafure.  What 
pleafure,  (fays  Tertullian)  is  greater  than  con- 
tempt of  the  world,  “ contempt  of  death,  true 
liberty,  purity  of  confcience ; coutentednefs  with 
all  things  ? You  tread  under  foot  the  gods  of  the 
Heathens  ; you  heal  difeafes;  you  call  out  de- 
vils; you  are  led  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  you  live 
to  God.  Thefe  are  the  pleafures ; thefe  the  di- 
verfions  of  Chatham.” 


C Id  A P. 
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CHAP.  VL 

:Qf  their  marriages,  their  union  and  public  cffem- 
llies. 

i'WT ITH  all  this  difengagement  from  the 
V V world,  the  greatell  part  of  the  firft 
Chriflians  were  married.  1 hey  were  fenfible 
indeed  of  the  vaft  advantages,  which  St.  Paul 
■obferves  belong  to  a Angle  life.  And  many  ac- 
cordingly chofe  it,  both  men  and  women,  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven's  fake:  but  they  knew, 
all  men  cannot  receive  this  faying  : and  therefore 
never  condemned  thofe  who  did  not  receive  it. 
Thofe  who  bred  up  orphans  generally  married 
-them  young,  and  ufualiy  to  their  own  children. 
For  interefl  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  choice, 
nor  indeed  any  other  confideration  but  the  glory 
of  God.  In  this,  as  in  all  important  affairs,  they 
failed  not  to  confult  the  bifhop  ; and  when  all  was 
fixed,  the  marriage  was  publicly  and  folemniy 
celebrated  in  the  church,  where  it  was  confecrated 
by  the  bleffing  of  the  pallor,  and  confirmed  by 
the  oblation  of  the  holy  cucharilh 

2.  The  happinefs  of  a Ciirifiian  marriage,  is 
thus  reprefemed  by  Tertullian.  “Two  Chrifli- 
ans bare  the  fame  yoke  together ; they  are  but 
one  flelh,  and  one  fpirit.  They  pray  together; 
they  prollrate  themfeives  together;  they  faft  to- 
Vol,  IX.  B get  her; 


[ 26  ] 

gether  ; they  inftruff ; and  they  exhort  each 
other.  They  are  together  in  the  h aufe  of  God 
and  at  the  table  of  the  Lord;  in  times  of  perfe- 
cutions  and  peaceful  times.  They'  give  one  ano- 
ther no  uneafinefs : they'  conceal  nothing  from 
each  other : they  ffir  up  one  another  to  praife 
God,  to  relieve  the  poor,  to  vifit  the  Tick,  and 
not  to  be  weary  of  offering  any  of  thole  facrifices 
wherewith  God  is  well  pleafed.” 

3.  Such  was  then  the  life  of  particular  Chrifli- 
ans.  None  regarded  himfelf  alone.  But  all  the 
Chriftians  of  one  place,  confidered  themfelves 
as  only  one  body'.  They  all  knew  each  other, 
not  only  by  their  conflantly  meeting  together  in 
the  public  affemblies,  but  likewife  by  their  em- 
bracing all  opportunities,  of  opening  their  hearts 
to  each  other  in  private.  Their  joys  and  their 
griefs  were  common  to  all.  If  one  received  a 
particular  bleffing,  they  all  took  part  in  it;  if 
one  fell  into  fin,  they  all  implored  mercy.  They 
lived  together  as  relations,  indeed  as  allied  by 
nearer  ties  than  thofe  of  flefh  and  blood  ; and 
called  each  other,  fathers,  children , brethren  and 
JjJfers , according  to  their  fex  and  age. 

y.  But  the  ftrifteft  union  of  all  was  between 
the  bifliops  of  the  church.  They  did  nothing 
of  importance,  but  by  common  confent.  Thofe 
of  the  moft  diftant  provinces  knew  each  other, 
bv  charafier,  at  lead,  and  held  correfpondence 
bv  letters.  And  this  it  was  eafy  to  do  by  means 
of  the  vail  extent  of  the  Roman  empire  ; which 

(as 
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as  Origen  remarks)  feems  to  have  been  formed 
on  purpofe,  to  facilitate  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpeh  The  church  indeed  Toon  extended  itfelf 
beyond  the  empire  on  every  fide.  And  the  far- 
ther it  extended,  the  more  to  be  admired  was 
that  uniformity  of  faith  and  manners  which  was 
among  all  Chriltians:  true  religion  having  cor- 
rected in  this  vail  diverfity  of  nations,  all  the  bar- 
barous and  unreafonable  culloms  of  its  followers. 
So  that  the  univerfal  church  throughout  the  whole 
world,  was  truly  one  bod)',  the  members  where- 
of, however  diftant  from  each  other,  were  ajl 
united  in  one  faith,  by  fervent  charity. 

5.  The  account  which  is  given  by  one  of  the 
earlielt  writers  of  their  public  afTemblies,  is  as 
follows  : “ On  Sunday  all  that  live. either  in  the 
city  or  country,  meet  together  at  the  fame  place, 
where  the  writings  of  the  prophets  and  apolllcs 
are  read;  then  the  bilhop  inllruCls  and  exhorts 
the  people.  This  .ended,  we  all  rife  up  together 
(for  on  all  Sundays  they  prayed  (landing,  in  me- 
mory of  the  refurrection  ol  our  Lord)  and  pour 
out  our  fouls  in  common  prayers  both  for  our- 
felves,  and  for  all  others  throughout  the  world. 
Prayers  being  over,  bread,  and  a cup  of  wine  and 
water  are  brought  to  the  bifhop,  which  he  takes, 
and  offers  up  praife  and  glory  to  the  Father  of 
all  things,  through  the  name  of  his  Son  and  holy 
Spirit.  The  people  anfwer  with  joyful  acclama- 
tions, Amen!  Then  the  confecrated  dements 
the  eucharillical  bread  and  wine  are  difiributed 
Be  to 
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to,  and  partaken  by,  all  that  are  prefent,  and  fent 
to  the  abfent  by  the  hands  of  the  deacons/’  But 
the  martyr  adds.  “ Of  this  food  none  are  allow- 
ed to  be  partakers,  but  fuch  only  as  are  true  be- 
lievers, and  live  according  to  Chrift’s  precepts. 
For  we  do  not  take  this  as  common  bread  and 
common  wine,  but  as  the  flefh  and  blood  of  the 
incarnate  Jefus.” 


C H A P.  VII. 

Of  their  perfections. 

l.  1TJUT  notwithftanding  the  purity  of  their 
-U  doftrine,  and  the  unblameablenefs  of 
their  lives,  the  Chriftians  found  what  their  Lord 
had  told  them  before,  that  they  fhould  be  hated 
cif  all  men.  Becau/e  they  were  not  of  the  world , 
therefore  the  world  hated  them . Therefore  was 
their  name  cajl  out  as  evil : yea,  all  manner  of 
evil  was  J'aid  of  them  fa  fly  ; and  by  all  ranks  of 
men  ; both  unlearned  and  learned  ; people  and 
magiftrates  being  againft  them.  And  the  preju- 
dice was  fuch,  that  they  were  frequently  con- 
demned upon  the  bare  name  of  Chrifhan,  with- 
out any  farther  examination.  This  fufficed  to 
deftroy  all  their  good  qualities  ; it  being  a com- 
mon faying,  “ Cains  Sejus  is  a good  man  ; if  he 
were  not  a Chrijlian .” 

2.  It’s  no  wonder,  that  this  univerfal  preju- 
dice, drew  many  perfecutions  upon  them  : a 

perfe- 
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perfecution  commonly  began  by  fome  edifft  for- 
bidding the  Chriftians  to  meet  together.  The 
bifhops  gave  notice  of  this  immediately,  and 
exhorted  one  another,  to  redouble  their  prayers, 
and  ta  encourage  the  faithful  to  run  with  pati- 
ence the  race  Jet  before  them.  Then  many  re- 
tired, and  fome  even  of  the  pallors,  while  the 
reft  remained  with  the  people,  but  carefully  con- 
cealed, knowing  they  were  the  perfons,  who 
would  be  fought  for  moft  diligently,  as  thofe 
whofe  deftruftion  would  probably  occafion  the 
difperfion  of  the  whole  flock.  Indeed  the  rules 
of  the  church  prohibited  any,  wilfully  to  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  danger,  or  unneceffarily  to 
provoke  the  Heathens,  and  draw  perfecution 
upon  them. 

3.  When  any  Chriftians  were  difcovered  and 
apprehended,  they  were  brought  before  the  ma- 
giftrate,  who  feated  on  his  tribunal,  inierrogated 
them,  whether  they  were  Chriftians  ? If  they 
denied  it,  they  were  immediately  fet  at  liberty, 
for  they  knew  a Chnfian  would  not  fave  his  life 
by  a lie.  If  they  confeft  they  were  Chriftians, 
all  arts  were  made  ufe  of  to  vanquifh  their  con- 
ftancy.  Firft,  by  perfuafion  and  promifes,  then 
bv  threatnings,  and  laft  of  all  by  tortures.  Some- 
times they  endeavoured  to  furprize  them  into 
idolatry,  and  then  perfuade  them  that  they  could 
not  retrafft.  They  had  always  fome  idol  and 
altar  near.  On  this  they  offered  vifftims  in  their 
prefence  : of  which  they  would  often  force  them 
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to  eat,  c*r  to  drink  of  the  wine  offered  to  the 
idol.  But  this  the  ChriJHans  refilled  with  all 
their  flrength  : nay,  when  incenfe  was  laid  upon 
their  hands  with  burning  coals,  they  would  not 
fo  much  as  fhake  off  the  coals  for  fear  of' Teem- 
ing to  offer  the  incenfe. 

4 The  ufual  methods  to  force  them  to  deny 
the  faith,  were,  to  flretch  them  upon  the  rack, 
by  cords  faftened  to  their  hands  and  feet,  and 
drawn  at  both  ends  by  pu'ilies  : to  hang  them  up 
by  their  hands  with  weights  tied  to  their  feet  : 
to  beat  them  with  rods  or  large  battoons,  with 
thong3  made  of  raw  hides,  or  with  fcourges  that 
had  balls  of  lead,  or  iron  points'  at  the  end. 
While  they  were  flretch  ed  on  the  rack,  they 
frequently  applied  burning  coals  or  torches  to 
their  arms  or  ficles : often  at  the  fame  time  tear- 
ing off  their  flefh  with  pincers  or  combs  of  iron. 
Infbmuch  that  the  bones  being  laid  bare,  and 
the  in  trails  lying  uncovered,  the  flame  enter- 
ing into  the  body  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the 
fufferer. 

5.  The)'  who  furvived  thefe  tortures,  and  per- 
fifted  in  prafe fling  tbemfelves  Chriflians,  were 
either  executed  or  remanded  to  prifon.  Their 
prifons  were  only  another  fort  of  torture,  being 
commonly  dark  and  loathfome  dungeons.  Here 
they  put  fetters  upon  their  hands  and  feet.  Many 
had  large  pieces  of  wood  hung  at  their  necks  : 
many  were  chained  in  the  moft  uneafy  poftures, 
with  weights  faflened  to  their  legs  or  arms. 

Some- 
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Sometimes  they  ftrewed  the  floor  with  fmall 
pieces  of  glafs,  or  fragments  of  earthen  veflels, 
on  which  they  ftretched  out  the  prifoner,  naked 
as  he  was,  and  wounded  all  over.  There  they 
fometimes  left  them  to  die  of  hunger  and  third: 
and  the  feftering  of  their  wounds.  At  other 
times  they  carefully  healed  them,  but  it  was,  that 
they  might  torture  them  anew.  They  ufually 
forbid  their  fpeaking  to  any  perfon  ; as  know- 
ing that  in  this  condition,  they  had  converted 
many  Infidels,  and  often  the  jailor,  or  even  the 
foldiers  that  guarded  them.  But  they  permitted 
them  to  converfe  with  any,  who  were  like  to 
/hake  their  refolution  ; a father,  a mother,  a 
child,  a wife,  wbofe  tender  words,  or  filent  elo- 
quence, were  another  fort  of  temptation,  and 
often  more  dangerous  than  the  fharpefl  torments. 

6.  In  the  mean  time  their  fellow  Chriflians 
did  not  forget  them.  They  prayed  for  them 
without  ceafing.  If  they  were  not  permitted  to 
minifter  to  them  in  prifon,  at  leaft  they  attend- 
ed them  to  the  place  of  their  martyrdom.  They 
exhorted  them  (often  to  the  lofs  of  their  own 
lives)  to  endure  unto  the  end.  They  obferyed 
their  lalt  words,  which  were  commonly  prayers, 
and  fortified  themfelves  by  their  example.  Nor 
was  it  to  martyrs'  alone,  but  to  confeflors  alfo, 
that  they  paid  the  greateft  honour  ; that  is,  thofe 
who  had  confeft  Chrift  before  the  inagiflrate, 
though  they  had  not  yet  refijttd  unto  blood. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Their  care  of  the  poor  and fick.  TJieir  hofpitality. 

Their  patience. 

1.  r | "'HE  church  took  care  of  ail  who  were  un- 
able  to  help  themfelves,  of  whatever  age 
or  fex : the  blind,  the  lame,  the  maimed,  the 
decrepit  ; and  thefe  they  efteemed  the  treafure 
of  the  church.  They  took  likewife  a particular 
care  of  children  ; not  only  of  the  orphan  chil- 
dren of  Chriftians,  but  of  thofe  whom  their 
Heathen  parents  expofed,  and  indeed  of  all 
others  they  could  procure.  Their  end  in  all 
was,  by  means  of  temporal,  to  lead  them  to  fpi- 
ritual  good.  Therefore,  in  like  circumflances, 
they  relieved  a Chriltian  before  a Heathen,  and 
ol  Chriftians,  the  molt  holy  firft.  For  this  every 
church  had  a common  flock,  which  the  deacons 
diftributed  according  to  the  orders  of  the  bifhop, 
after  giving  him  an  account  of  the  conduct  as  well 
as  wants  ot  the  people  committed  to  his  charge. 

2.  And  as  foon  as  a flranger  fhewed,  that  he 
was  in  the  communion  of  the  church,  he  was 
received  with  open  arms : for  which  end  the 
Chriftians  who  travelled,  took  letters  of  their  bi- 
Ihop,  declaring  the  condition  of  the  bearer : 
whether  he  was  a catechumen,  a penitent,  or  one 
of  the  faithful:  befide  which,  there  were  recom- 
mendatory letters,  to  diftinguifh  priefts,  deacons, 
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confeflors,  and  thofe  who  flood  in  need  of  any 
particular  affiflance. 

g.  Not  that  their  hofpitality  was  confined  to 
their  brethren.  It  extended  to  all,  Heathens  as 
well  as  Chrifiians.  Of  which  we  have  a re- 
markable inftance  in  the  cafe  of  St.  Pacomius,  a 
young  Roman  captain,  who  being  upon  his 
march  with  his  men,  and  taking  up  his  quarters 
in  a city  they  came  to,  was  amazed  to  find  the 
inhabitants  receive  them  with  as  much  affedlion, 
as  if  they  had  been  their  old  friends.  He  en- 
quired who  they  were  ? And  was  anfwered,  they 
were  a people  of  a particular  religion,  called 
Chrifiians.  He  deified  to  be  informed,  what  the 
grounds  of  this  religion  were  ? And  this  was  the 
beginning  of  his  converfion. 

* 4.  But  their  care  and  tendernefs  toward  the 
fick,  was  yet  more  obfervable.  No  difficulty, 
no  danger,  no  difeouragements  could  prevent 
their  miniftring  to  thefe.  When  Alexandria  was 
dreadfully  afflfified  with  tlxe  plague,  in  the  time 
of  the  Emperor  Valerian , they  confirmed  their 
love  even  to  their  perfecutors,  by  affifting  fuch 
as  were  infedled,  though  many  of  them  died 
with  them.  And  the  priefis  conflantly  vifited 
the  fick  Chrifiians,  adminiftered  the  holy  eucha- 
rift,  prayed  with  them  and  for  them,  exhorted, 
comforted,  and  commended  their  fouls  to  God, 
They  did  not  fear,  but  defire  death,  as  only  the 
gate  of  eternity.  And  even  when  their  relations 
went  before  them,  they  lefs  grieved  for  their 
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own  prefent  lofs,  than  they  rejoiced  for  their 
happy  deliverance,  and  in  a ftedfaft  hope  of 
meeting  them  again  in  paradife. 

* 5.  Such  were  the  manners  of  the  ancient 
Chnjhans : fuch  were  the  followers  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  both  in  faith  and  praHice,  while  Hea- 
thenifm  reigned,  and  perfecution  continued. 
This  obliged  them  to  a continual  fenfe  of  the 
prefence  of  God  and  watchfulnefs  over  them- 
felves : every  one  expending  the  hour  when  he 
fliould  be  betrayed  by  his  wife,  his  child,  or  his 
neareft  relation.  And  herein  was  feen  the  pati- 
ence of  the  faints , then  a common  name  for  all 
Chriftians.  Even  in  peace  they  daily  looked  for 
the  return  of  war : nor  was  that  peace  itfelf 
ever  entire,  for  many  Chriftians  fuffered,  even 
to  blood,  where  there  was  no  open  perfecution  : 
and  many  of  them  were  fpoiled  and  pillaged 
with  impunity  even  at  noon-day.  Or,  if  op- 
preftion  and  violence  ceafed  for  awhile,  con- 
tempt and  hate  never  ceafed.  To  fpeak  and 
write  all  manner  of  evil  of  the  Chriftians,  to 
revile,  to  mock  at  them,  to  turn  them  into  ridi- 
cule : this  was  not  only  permitted,  but  approved, 
applauded,  authorized.  But  this  moved  them 
not : neither  unjuft  contempt,  nor  ill-ground- 

ed calumnies  drew  from  them  any  murmuring 
or  complaint.  They  continually  returned  good 
for  evil.  They  laboured,  if  it  had  been  pofll- 
ble,  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men.  They  ftu- 
died  all  ways  of  gaining  their  affections.  They 

conformed 


[35-] 

conformed  to  all  their  innocent  cuftoms.  And 
of  fo  doing,  they  were  never  tired,  never  over- 
come with  evil,  even  where  they  could  not  over- 
come evil  with  good. 

6.  Their  patience  {hone  moft  with  regard  to 
princes  and  magiflrates.  Nothing  could  force 
them,  to  /peak  evil  of  dignities.  They  honoured 
them  as  the  minifters  of  God.  They  paid  them 
all  the  obedience,  which  confided  with  their 
duty  to  him.  Prelt  as  they  were  by  fuch  injuf- 
tice  and  unheard-of  cruelties,  they  never  thought 
of  taking  up  arms  for  their  defence.  So  far 
from  it,  that  as  numerous  as  the  Chriftian  fol- 
diers  were  in  all  the  Roman  armies,  they  never 
made  ufe  of  the  arms  they  had  in  their  hands, 
but  according  to  the  orders  of  their  generals. 
Nay,  we  fee  the  entire  legion  of  St.  Mauritius, 
known  by  the  name  of  th e.  Tkebcean  legion,  buf- 
fering themfelves  to  be  maffacred  without  refift- 
ance,  rather  than  be  wanting,  in  their  duty  to. 
God  or  Cczfar- i 

7.  This  invincible  patience  forced  at  length  aiT 
the  powers  of  the  world  to  fubmit  to  the  gof- 
pel.  The  perfecutions  continued,  till  in  little 
more  than  three  hundred  years,  there  was  a pro- 
digious number  of  Chriftians  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions.  And  hence,  came  the  extreme  cru- 
elty of  the  laft  perfecution.  But  this  like  all 
the  reft,  only  extended  Chrillianity  farther,  and 
eftablifhed  it  fo  much  the  more  firmly,,  till  the 
Emperor  Corfantine  declared  himfelf  its-  pro*- 
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tector.  The  Chrijlians  then  began  to  live  at 
eafe,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  began  to  lofe  the 
Chrijlian  fpirit.  The  world  mixing  with  the 
church , effefted  as  a friend  what  it  never  could 
while  an  open  enemy  : it  tiansfufed  its  own  fpi- 
rit into  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  who  became  in- 
fenhbly  lovers  of  the  world,  lovers  of  themfelves, 
and  lovers  of  pleafure  more  than  lovers  of  God. 
For  with  the  love  of  the  world  entered  ever)'  un- 
holy defire,  every  earthly,  fenfual,  devilifh  paffion : 
which  from  that  time  have  abounded  more  and 
more,  and  fo  fhall  do,  till  the  time  approaches, 
for  the  reflitution  of  all  things. 


THE 
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THE 

DOCTRINE  of  SALVATION, 

FAITH  and  GOOD  WORKS: 

Extracted  from  the  Homilies  of  the  Church  of 
England. 


To  the  READER. 

HE  that  defires  more  per fedlly  to  underjland  theje 
great  doElrines  of  Chrijlianity,  ought  dtli- 
gently  to  read  the  holy  feriptures,  efpecially  St . 
Paul’r  epiflles  to  the  Romans  and  the  Galatians. 
And,  “ T whofoever  givelh  his  mind  to  holy  fcrip - 
“ lures,  with  deligent  Jludy  and  burning  defre, 
“ it  cannot  be  that  he  Jhould  be  left  without  help, 
“ For  either  God  will  fend  him  fome  godly  dodo  r 
“ to  teach  him,  or  God  himifelf  from  above , will 
“ give  light  unto  his  mind,  and  teach  him  thofe 
“ things  which  are  necefffary  for  him : man  s hu- 
“ man  and  worldly  wifdom  or  fcience  is  not  needful 
“ to  the  underfanding  offeripture ; but  the  revcla- 
**  tion  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  who  infpireth  the  true 
“ meaning  into  them  that  which  humility  and  deli- 
“ gence fearch for  it.” 

Of 
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Of  the  falvation  of  mankind. 

l.  T>  ECAUSE  all  men  are  finners  againft  God. 

and  breakers  of  his  law,  therefore  can  no 
man  by  his  works  be juftified  and  made  righteous 
before  God.  But  every  man  is  conftrained  to  feek 
for  another  righteoufnefs,  or  juftification,  to  be 
received  at  God’s  own  hands.  And  this  juftificati- 
on,  or  righteoufnefs,  which  we  receive  of  God’s 
mercy,  and  Chrift’s  merits  embraced  bv  faith,  is 
taken,  accepted,  and  allowed  of  God  for  our 
perfeft  and  full  juftification.  For  the  more  clear 
and  full  underftanding  hereof,  it  is  our  part  ever 
to  remember,  how  that  all  the  world,  being  wrapt 
in  fin,  God  fent  his  only  Son  into  the  world, 
by  (bedding  his  blood,  to-  make  fatisfaftion  to  his 
Father  for  our  fins,  to  afTwage  bis  indignation 
conceived  againft  us. 

2.  Infomuch  that  infants  being  baptized,  and 
dying  in  their  infancy,  are  by  this  facriftce  waffl- 
ed from  their  fms.  And  they  who  in  aft  or  deed 
fin  after  their  baptifm,  when  they  turn  again  to 
God  unfeignedlv,  are  likewife  wafhed  by  this 
facriftce  from  their  fins,  in  fitch  fort  that  there 
remaineth  not  any  fpot  of  fin,  that  fhall  be  imput- 
ed to  their  damnation.  This  is  that  juftification, 
which  St.  Paul  fpeakethof,  (Gal.  Y\.J  No  man  is 
jujlified  by  the  works  oj  the  law,  but  by  faith  injefus 
Chrifl.  And  again,  vie  are  jujlified  by  the  faith  of 
Chrijl , and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law:  for  by 
the  works  of  the  laiu fhall  no  fief:  be  jujlified. 

3.  The  great  wifdom  of  God  in  this  my  fiery 
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of  our  redemption,  hath  tempered  his  jufiice 
and  mercy  together.  His  mercy  he  fheweth, 
in  delivering  us  from  our  captivity,  without  re- 
quiring any  ranfom  to  be  paid,  or  amends  to  be 
made  on  our  parts ; which  thing  by  us  had  been 
impoffible  to  be  done.  And  whereas  it  lay  not 
in  us  to  do  that,  he  provided  a ranfom  for  us, 
that  was,  the  precious  body  and  blood  of  his  own 
Son.  And  fo  the  juliice  of  God  and  his  mercy 
together,  fulfilled  the  great  myftery  of  our  re- 
demption. 

4.  Of  this  jufiice  and  mercy  of  God  knit  to- 
gether, fpeaketh  St.  Paul  in  the  third  chapter  to 
the  Romans.  All  have  finned  and  come fort  of 
the  glory  of  God : but  are  juflifed  freely  by  his 
grace , through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus 
Chrijl : whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a propitia- 
tion, through jaithin  his  blood.  And  in  the  10th, 
Chrif  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to 
every  one  that  believeth  : And  in  the  8th  chapter, 
That  which  was  impoffible  by  the  law,  inafnuch 
as  it  is  weak  through  the  fefi,  God  J ending  his 
own  Son  in  the  liken  fs  offnfulffh,  and for  fn, 
condemned  fin  in  the  fief  1 : that  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after 
the fefi  but  after  the J'pirit. 

o-  In  thefe  places  the  apoflle  toucheth  efpeci- 
ally  three  things,  which  mull  go  together  in  our 
jufiification.  Upon  God's  part,  his  great  mercy 
and  grace ; upon  Chr ill’s  part,  the  fatisfaftion  of 
God’s  jufiice,  by  the  offering  his  body,  andlhed- 
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ding  his  blood  ; and  upon  our  part,  true  and 
lively  faith  in  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift.  So  that 
in  our  juftification  there  is  not  only  God’s  mercy 
and  grace,  but  his  juftice  alfo.  And  fo  the  grace 
of  God  doth  not  fhut  out  the  rigliteoufnefs  of 
Godin  our  juftification;  but  only  fhutteth  out 
the  righteoufnefs  of  man  ; that  is  to  fay,  the  righ.- 
teoufnefs  of  our  works. 

6.  And  therefore  St.  Paul  declareth  nothin^ 
on  the  behalf  of  man,  concerning  his  juftifica- 
tion, but  only  a true  and  lively  faith,  which  it- 
felfis  the  gift  of  God.  And  yet  that  faith,  doth 
not  fhut  our  repentance,  hope,  love,  and  the 
fear  of  God,  to  be  joined  with  faith  in  every  man 
that  is  jttftified.  But  it  fhutteth  them  out  from 
the  office  of  juftifying.  So  that  although  they  be 
all  prefent  together  in  him  that  is  juftified,  yet 
they  juftify  not  altogether. 

7.  Neither  doth  faith  fhut  out  good  works, 
neceffary  to  be  done  afterwards,  of  duty  towards 
God  : (for  we  are  raoft  bounden  to  ferve  God, 
in  doing  good  works,  commanded  in  fcripture, 
all  the  days  of  our  life).  But  we  may  not  do 
them  with  this  intent,  to  be  juftified  by  doing 
them.  For  all  the  good  works  we  can  do,  are 
not  able  to  deferve  our  juftification  : but  our 
juftification  cometh  freely  of  the  mere  mercy  of 
God : and  of  fo  great  and  free  mercy,  that 
whereas  all  the  world  was  not  able  to  pay  any 
part  towards  their  ranfom,  it  pleafed  him,  with- 
cut  any  of  our  deferving,  to  prepare  for  us  the 
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tnoil  precious  jewels  of  Cbrift’s  body  and  blood, 
whereby  our  ranfom  might  be  paid,  the  law  ful- 
filled, and  his  juftice  fatisfied.  So  that  Chrift  is 
now  the  righteoufnefs  of  all  them  that  truly  be- 
lieve in  him. 

8.  Ye  have  heard,  that  no  man  can  be  juftificd 
by  his  own  works,  inafmuch  as  no  man  fulfilleth 
the  law  : and  St.  Paul  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Gala- 
tians, proveth  the  fame,  faying,  If  there  had  been 
a law  given  which  could  have  jufiifcd,  verily 
rigliteoujnefs  Jhould  have  been  by  the  law.  And 
again,  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law , then  is 
Chrift  dead  in  vain.  And  to  the  Ephefans  he 
faith,  (chap,  ii.)  By  grace  are  ye  faved  through 

faith  ; and  that  not  of  ourfelves  : it  is  the  gift  of 
God:  not  of  works , lef  any  man  fiould  boafi. 
And  to  be  fhort,  the  fum  of  all  Paul’s,  deputation 
is  this.  If  righteoufnefs  come  of  works,  then  it 
cometh  not  of  grace  : and  if  it  come  of  grace,  then 
it  cometh  not  of  works.  And  to  this  end  tend  all 
the  prophets,  as  St.  Peter  faith,  [Adis  x.  43.)  To 
him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs,  that  through  his 
name,  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fiall  receive  remif 
fon  of  fins. 

9.  And  that  we  are  juflified  only  by  this  true 
and  lively  faith  in  Chrift,  fpeak  all  the  ancient 
authors;  efpecially  Origen,  St.  Cyprian,  St.  Cliry- 

fofiom,  Hilary,  Bafil,  St.  Ambrofe,  and  St.  Ali- 
gn fin  : by  which  they  take  away  clearly  all  merit 
of  our  works,  and  wholly  afcribe  our  juftification 
unto  Chrift  only.  This  faith  the  holy  fcripture 
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teaeheth  us,  is  the  Jlr ong  rock  and  foundation  oj~ 
the  Chrijhan  religion.  I his  dcClrine  all  ancient 
authors  oj  Chrifl’ s church  do  approve.  This  doc- 
trine fetteth forth  the  true  glory  of  Chrifl,  and 
beateth  down  the  vain  glory  of  man.  This  whofo- 
evei  demeth,  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  a Chriflian 
man,  nor  for  a fetter  forth  of  Chrijl’s  glory  ; but 
for  an  adverfary  to  Chrifl  and  his  go f pel,  and  for  a 
fetter forth  of  man’s  vain-glory. 

10.  But  that  this  true  doftrine  of  jufliflcation 
by  faith  may  be  truly  underftood,  obferve,  that 
jumfication  is  the  office  of  God  only  ; and  is  not 
a tiling  which  we  render  unto  him,  but  which 
we  receive  of  him  by  his  free  mercy,  through  the 
only  merits  of  his  beloved  Son.  And  the  true 
fenfe  of  this  doftrine,  we  are  jufified  freely  by 
faith  without  works , or,  we  are  juf  ified  by  faith 
in  Chrijl  only,  is  not,  that  this  our  own  aft  to  be- 
lieve in  Chrifl,  or  this  our  faith  in  Chrifl;.  which 
is  within  us,  doth  juftify  us ; (for  that  were  to 
account  ourfejves  to  be  juftified  by  fome  aft  or 
virtue  that  is  within  ourfelves)  but  that  although 
we  have  faith,  hope,  and  charity  within  us  and 
do  never  fo  many  works  thereunto  ; yet  we  mnlb 
renounce  the  merit  of  all,  of  faith,  hope,  cha- 
rity and  all  other  virtues  and  good  works,  which 
we  either  have  done,  {hall  do,  or  can  do,  as  far 
too  weak  to  deferve  our  juflification : for  which 
therefore  we  mull  truft  only  in  God's  mercy, 
and  the  facrifice  which  Chrifl  offered  for  us  on 
the  crofs. 
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11.  As  then  John  Baptift,  as  great  and  godly 
a man  as  he  was,  yet  in  this  matter  of  forgiving 
fin  put  the  people  from  him,  and  pointed  them  to 
Chrift,  faying,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which  tak- 
eth  away  the  fins  of  the  world : even  fo  as  great 
and  godly  a virtue  as  faith  is,  it  putteth  us  from 
itfeif,  and  pointeth  us  to  Chrift,  to  have  only  by 
him  remiflion  of  fins  or  jollification.  So  that 
our  faith  as  it  were,  faith  unto  us  thus  : It  is  not 
1 that  taketk  away  your  fins.  It  is  Chr.ifl  only,  and 
to  him  alone  I fend  you  for  that purpofe ; forfaiting 
all  your  good  virtues , words,  thoughts,  and  works, 
and  putting  your  trufl  in  Chrijl  only. 

12.  And  in  truth,  neither  our  faith  nor  our 
works  do  juflify  us;  that  is,  deferve  remiflion  of 
our  fins  : but  God  himfelf  doth  juflify  us,  of  his 
own  mercy,  thro’  the  merits  of  his  Son  only.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  becaufe  by  faith  given  us  of  God,  we 
embrace  the  promife  oi  God’s  mercy,  and  of  the 
remiflion  of- our  fins;  therefore  the  fcripture 
faith,  that  faith  doth  juflify,  yea,  Faith  without 
works.  And  as  it  is  all  one  to  fay.  Faith  without 
works,  and  only  faith  doth  juflify  us,  therefore 
the  ancient  fathers  from  time  to  time  fpeak  thus : 
Only  faith  juflifeth  us,  meaning  no  other  than  St. 
Paul  meant  when  he  faith,  Faith  without  works 
jiflifeth  us.  And  becaufe  this  is  wrought  through 
the  only  merits  of  Chrift,  and  not  thro’  our  me- 
rits, or  thro’  the  merit  of  any  virtue  wre  have 
within  us,  or  of  any  w'ork  that  cometh  from  us  : 
therefore,  in  that  refpedl,  we  renounce,  as  it 
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Were,  again,  faith,  works,  and  all  other  virtues. 
For  our  corruption  through  original  fin  is  fo  great, 
that  all  our  faith , chanty , words  and  works  cannot 
merit  or  dejcrve  any  part  of  our  jvfrftcation  for  us. 
And  therefore  we  thus  fpeak,  humbling  oui  felves 
to  God,  and  giving  to  our  Saviour  Chrift  all  the 
glory  of  our  jollification. 

13.  To  jufiify  then,  is  the  office  of  God  to 
man.  Our  office  and  duty  to  God  is  not  to  pafs 
our  time  finfully  or  unfruitfully  : for  this  were  to 
ferve  the  devil,  and  not  God.  For  that  faith 
which  bringeth  not  forth  repentance,  but  either 
evil  works,  or  no  good  works,  is  not  a right,  pure 
and  living  faith,  but  a dead  and  devilifh  one,  as 
Paul  and  St.  fames  call  it.  For  even  the  devils 
believe,  That  Chrift  was  born  oj  a virgin  : that  he 
wrought  all  kind  of  miracles,  declaring  himjelf  very 
God : that  for  our  fakes  he  fujfered  a mof  painful 
death,  to  redeem  us  from  death  everlajling:  that 
he  rofe  again  the  third  day  : that  he  afeended  into 
heaven,  and fitteth  at  the  right-hand  of  the  Father , 
and  at  the  end  of  the  world  fiall  come  again  to 
judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead.  Thefe  articles 

of  our  faith  the  devils  believe,  and  fo  they  be- 
lieve all  that  is  written  in  the  Old  and  NewTef- 
tament.  And  yet  for  all  this  faith,  they  be  but  de- 
vils. 5 They  remain fill  in  their  damnable  fate,  lack- 
ing the  very  true  Chrifian  faith. 

14.  The  right  and  ti  ue  Chrifian faith,  is  not  on- 
ly to  believe  that  holy  feripiure,  and  the  articles  of 
our faith  are  true  ; but  alfo , to  have  a fure  truf 
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snd  confidence,  to  be  fiaved from  everlafling  damna- 
tion by  Chrifl  ; whereof  doth  follow  a loving  heart 
to  obey  his  commandments. 

15.  And  this  true  ChrifUan  faith,  neither  any 
devil  hath,  nor  yet  any  man,  who,  in  his  receiv- 
ing the  facraments,  in  coming  to  church,  and  in 
all  other  outward  appearances,  feemeth  to  he  a 
Chriflian,and  yet  in  his  life  Iheweth  the  contrary- 
For  how  can  a man  have  this  true  faith , fure 
trufl  and  confidence  in  Q-od,  that  by  the  merits  of 
Chrifl  his  fins  are  forgiven,  and  he  reconciled  to 
the  favour  of  God,  when  he  denieth  Chrif  in  his 
works  ? Surely  no  ungodly  man  can  have  this 
faith,  and  trull  in  God  1 

16.  If  we  do  truly  believe,  that  whereas  we 
were  condemned  to  hell  and  death  everlafling, 
God  hath  given  his  own  fon  to  take  our  nature 
upon  him,  and  to  fuller  death  for  our  offences, 
tojuftify  us,  and  to  reftore  us  to  life  everlafting: 
if  we  truly  believe,  that  he  hath  made  us  his  dear 
children,  brethren  unto  his  only  fon,  "and  in- 
-heritors  with  him  of  his  eternal  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven; thefe  great  and  merciful  benefits  of  God 
-will  move  ns  to  render  ourfelves  unto  God  whol- 
ly, with  all  our  hearts,  might,  and  power,  to 
ferve  him  in  all  good  works,  to  feek  in  all  things 
his  glory;  evermore  dreading  to  offend  in  word, 
thought,  or  deed;  fuch  a merciful  God  and  lov- 
ing Redeemer.  They  will  alfo  move  us,  to  be 
ever  ready  for  his  fake  to  give  ourfelves  to  our 
neighbours,  and  as  much  as  lieth  in  us,  to  lludy 
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with  all  our  endeavour,  to  do  good  to  ever, 
man.  Thefe  are  the  fruits  of  true  faith,  to  do 
good,  as  much  as  lietli  in  us,  to  ever)'  man  ; and 
above  all  things,  and  in  all  things,  to  advance 
the  glory  of  God : to  whom  be  praife  and  ho- 
nour, world  without  end  ! 


Of  true  Chriflian  faith. 

l.  r PHE  firft  coming  unto  God  is  through 
faith,  whereby  we  are  juftified  before 
God ; but  left  any  man  fhould  be  deceived,  for 
want  of  a right  underftanding  thereof,  it  is  dili- 
gently to  be  noted,  that  faith  is  taken  in  fcripture 
two  ways  : there  is  one  faith,  which  the  fcrip- 
ture calleth  a dead  faith.  And  this,  by  St.  James , 
is  compared  to  the  faith  of  devils,  who  believe  and 
tremble,  and  yet  do  nothing  well : and  fuch  a 
faith  as  this  have  wicked  Chriftians,  who  p'rofefs 
they  know  God,  but  in  works  deny  him. 

2.  This  faith  is,  a perfuafion  that  there  is  a God, 
and  a belief  of  all  the.  truths  contained  in  Ins  word. 
So  that  it  confjleth  only  in  believing  that  the  word  of 
God  is  true.  And  this  is  not  properly  called  faith. 
Buf  as  he  that  readeth  Ccefar  s commentary,  tho’ 
he  believeth  it  to  be  true,  yet  he  is  not  properly 
faid,  to  believe  in  Ccefar,  even  fo  he  that  believ- 
eth a’l  the  bible  to  be  true,  and  - yet  liveth  un- 
godly, is  not  properly  faid  to  believe  in  God. 
For  inafmuch  as  faith  without  works  is  dead,  it 
is  not  faith,  as  a dead  man  is  not  a man. 

3.  Another 
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3*  Another  faith  there  is  in  fcripture,  which 
is  not  idle  or  unfruitful,  but  (as  St.  declares) 
working  by  love.  And  as  that  is  called  a dead 
faith,  fo  this  may  be  called  a quick  or  living  faith. 
This  is  not  only  a belief  of  the  articles  of  our  faith-, 
but  alfo  a tiue  trujl  and  confidence  of  the  mercy  of 
God  through  our  Lord  Jfefus  Chrijl,  and  a fed- 
fa  ft  hope  of  all  good  things  at  God' s hand  a con- 

fidence, that  tho’  we  fhould  fall  from  him  by  fin, 
-yet  if  we  return  to  him  by  true  repentance,  he 
v will  forgive  our  offences  for  his:Son’s  fake  ; and 
• make  us  inheritors  of. his  everlaflinor  kingdom  : 

O D 

that  in  the  mean  time  he  will  be  our  proteftor 
and  defender,  and  not  withdraw  his  mercy  finally 
from  us,  if  we  commit  ourfelves  wholly  unto 
him,  hang  only  upon  him,  and  call  upon  him, 
ready  to  obey  and  ferve  him.  This  is  the  true, 
living  Chrifiian  faith  ; which  is  not  in  the  mouth, 
and  outw-ard  profeffion  only,  but  it  liveth  and 
flirreth  inwardly  in  the  heart : and  this  faith  is 
not  without  hope  and  trull  in  God,  nor  without 
the  love  of  God,  and  of  our  neighbour  nor  without 
the  fear  of  God,  nor'  without  the  defire  to  hear 
God’s  wrordT  and  to  follow  the  fame,  in  avoiding 
evil,  and  gladly  doing  all  good  works. 

4.  Of  this  faith,  three  things  are  fpecially  to 
be  noted  ; firfl,  that  it  is  fruitful  in  bringing  forth 
good  works ; fecondly,  that  without  it  can  no 
good  works  be  done  : thirdly,  what  good  works 
this  faith  doth  bring  forth.  ,5.  For 

+ It  is  the  doftrineof  the  church  of  England,  to  which  every  mi- 
nifter  of  our  church  hath  fubfcribed,  in  fubfcribing  the  35th  article, 
That,  “ without,  or  before  this,  can  no  good  work  be  done,'1 


For  the  firjl,  as  light  cannot  be  hid,  but 
will  (hew  itfelf  at  one  place  or  other  ; fo  true 
faith  cannot  be  hid.  but  will  break  out,  and  ihew 
itlell  by  good  works.  And  as  the  living  body  of 
a man  ever  exercifeth  fuch  things  as  belong  to  a 
living  body,  for  nourifhment  and  prefervation  of 
the  fame  ; even  fo  the  foul  that  hath  a living 
faith,  will  be  always  doing  fume  good  work, 
which  fhall  declare  that  it  is  living.  Therefore, 
if  any  man  fancy  he  is  fet  at  liberty  from  doing 
good  works,  it  is  a manifefl  token  he  hath  no 
true  faith  ; yea  he  knoweth  not  what  true  faith 
meaneth.  For  true  Chriflian  faith  is  not  only  a 
belief  of  all  the  things  of  God  which  are  contain- 
ed in  holy  fcripture  ; but  alfo  an  earned  trull  and 
confidence  in  God  that  he  is  careful  over  us,  as 
the  father  is  over  the  child  whom  he  loveth,  and 
that  he  will  be  merciful  to  us  for  his  foifs  fake. 
And  this  true  faith,  when  we  confuler  what  God 
hath  done  lor  us,  is  alfo  moved  thro’  continual 
afiiflanceof  the  Spirit  ol  God,  to  ferve  and  pi cafe 
him,  to  keep  his  favour,  to  fear  his  difplcafure, 
to  continue  his  obedient  children;  (hewing  thank- 
fulnefs  by  obfetving  his  commandments  ; confi- 
dering  how  clearly,  without  our  defervings,  wc 
have  freely. received  his  mercy  and  pardon. 

6.  Therefore,  if  it  do  not  appear  in  our  coe- 
verfation,  the  faith  we  pretend  to  have  is  but 
feigned:  becauie  true  faith  is  manifedly  (hewn 
by  good  living,  and  not  by  words  onh  : as  St. 
Augujlm  faith.  Good  living  cannot  be  fepai  a d 
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from  true  faith,  which  worketh  by  love:  and 
St.  Chryfofom,  Faith  is  full  of  good  works  ; 
and  as  foon  as  a man  believeth,  he  fia.ll  be  adorned 
with  them.  How  plentiful  it  is  in  good  works, 
St  .Paul  teacheth  at  large  in  the  11th  chapter  to 
the  Hebrews  ; evidently  declaring,  that  true  faith 
is  no  unfruitful  thing,  but  a thing  of  perfect  vir- 
tue, of  wonderful  operation  and  ft  length,  bring- 
ing forth  all  good  motions  and  good  works. 

7.  Every  man  therefore  mull  diligently  exa- 
mine himfelf,  whether  he  hath  this  faith*  in  his 
heart  or  not.  He  that  feeleih  his  heart  fet  to  feek 
God’s  honour  and  leadeth  not  his  life  alter  his 
own  defire,  but  fetteth  his  mind  to  ferve  God, 
and  for  his  fake  to  love  all  his  neighbours,  whe- 
ther they  be  friends  or  adverfaries,  doing  good  to 
every  man,  (as  opportunity  fervetiij  and  willingly 
hurting  no  man  ; fuc'n  a man  may  well  rejoice  in 
God,  perceiving  by  Ids  life,  that  he  hath  a liv- 
ing- faith.  But  he  that  doth  not  live  according 
to  God’s  words,  deceiveth  himfelf  if  he  think  lie 
believeth  in  him, 

8.  Let  us  then  by  our  works  declare  our  faith 
to  be  the  living  Chriftian  faith  : and  bv  fuch  vir- 
tues as  ought  to  fpring  out  of  faith.  Let  us  add 
to,  or  in  our  faith,  virtue  ; in  our  virtue,  know- 
ledge', in  our  knowledge,  temperance ; in  our  tem- 
perance, patience ; in  our  patience,  godiinefs  ; in 
our  godiinefs,  brotherlydnndntf ; and  in  brotherly, 
kindnefs,  charity.  So  fhall  we  bo  h certify  our 
conference,  that  we  are  in  the  right  faith,  and 

Vol.  IX.  C alfo 


[ 5°  ] 

alfo  confirm  other  men.  If  you  feel  and  per- 
ceive fuch  a faith  in  you,  rejoice  in  it,  and  be 
diligent  to  maintain  it.  Let  it  be  daily  encreafing 
more  and  more  by  good  works ; fo  fhall  you  be 
fure  that  you  (hall  pleafe  God,  and  when  his  will 
is.  receive  the  end  of  your  faith , even  the  falvation 
of  your  fouls. 

g.  The  fecond  thing  that  was  noted  of  true  faith 
was,  that  without  it  can  no  good  works  be  done: 
for  as  the  branch  cannot  bear  the  fruit  itfelf  faith 
Thrift,  except  it  abide  in  the  tine ; no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I am  the  vine ; ye  are. 
the  branches  : he  that  abideth  in  me  and  I in  him, 
he  bringelk  forth  much  fruit : for  without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing.  And  St.  Paul  proveth  that  Enoch 
had  faith,  becaule  he  pleajed  God:  for  without 
faith,  faith  lie,  it  is  impofjible  to  pleafe  him. 

10.  Faith  giveth  life  to  the  foul : and  they  are 
as  much  dead  to  God  who  want  faith,  as  thev 
are  to  the  world,  whofe  bodies  want  fouls. 
Without  faith  all  we  do  is  but  dead  before  God, 
be  it  ever  fo  glorious  before  man.  Even  as  a 
pifture  is  but  a dead  reprefentation  of  the  thing 
itfelf;  fo  are  the  works  ol  thofe  who  have  not 
faith  before  God.  They  are  but  fhadows  of  good 
and  living  things,  and  not  good  and  living  things 
indeed:  For  without  faith  no  work  is  good  be- 
fore God.  We  mult  fet  no  good  works  before 
faith.  “ Let  no  man,  faith  St.  Align  fin,  reckon 
“ upon  his  good  works  before  his  faith ; for 

where  faith  was  nor,  good  works  were  not. 
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There  is  one  work  in  which  are  all  good 
works,  that  is,  faith  which  worketh  by  love. 

“ If  thou  haft  this,  thou  haft  the  ground  of  all 
« good  works  : without  this,  thou  haft  only  the 
“ fhadows  of  them.'’ 

n.  To  the  fame  purpofe,  faith  St.  Ckiryfojlom, 
“ Many  who  have  not  the  true  faith,  yet  flaurilh 
“ in  works  of  mercy  ; but  the  chief  work  is  lack- 
“ inm  to  believe  in  him  whom  God  hath  fent. 

O’ 

“ So  foon  as  a man  hath  faith,  he  ihall  flour i fh 
“ in  good  works.  For  faith  is  full  of  good 
“ works,  and  nothin?  is  good  without  faith. 
“ They  that  fhine  in  good  works  without  faith, 
“ are  like  dead  men  who  have  goodly  and  preci- 
“ ous  tombs.  Faith  cannot  be  but  naked  without 
“ good  works,  for  then  it  is  no  true  faith  ; and 
“ when  it  is  joined  to  work's,  yet  it  is  above  the 
5!  works.  For  as  men  ftrft  have  life,  and  after 
“ are  nourifhed ; fo  muft  our  faith  in  Chrift  go 
“ before,  and  after  be  nourifhed  with  good 
“ works.  And  life  may  be  without  nourifhment, 
“ but  nourifhment  can’t  be  without  life.  A man 
“ muft  needs  be  nouridred  by  good  works,  hut 
“ ftrft  he  muft  have  faith.  He  that  doth  good 
“ works,  yet  without  faith,  he  hath  no  life. 
“ I can  drew  a man  that  by  faith  without  works 
“ lived  and  came  to  heaven  : but  without  faith 
**'  never  man  had  life.  The  thief  that  was  hanged 
“ when  Chrift  fuffered,  did  believe  only  ; and 
“ the  moft  merciful  God  juftified  him.  Faith 
C 2 “by 
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“ by  itfelf  faved  him  ; but  works  by  themfelves 
“ never  juRified  any  man.” 

12.  The  third  thing  to  be  noted  of  true  faith 
is,  what  good  works  it  doth  bring  forth.  And 
this  Chrifl  himfelf  hath  plainly  declared,  If 
thou  zuilt  enter  into  life , keep  the  commandments. 
So  that  we  are  taught  by  ChriR’s  own  mouth,  that 
the  works  of  the  commandments  of  God  are  the 
true  works  of  faith,  the  very  way  that  doth  lead 
to  everlafling  life. 

13.  Wherefore  as  ye  have  any  regard  forever- 
lading  life,  apply  yourfelves  above  all  things  to 
read  and  hear  God’s  word  ; mark  diligently  what 
his  commandments  are,  and  with  all  your  endea- 
vour follow  the  fame.  FirR,  you  muR  have  an 
allured  faith  in  God,  and  give  yourfelves  wholly 
unto  him  ; love  him  in  profperity  and  adverfity, 
and  dread  to  offend  him  evermore.  Then  for 
his  fake,  love  all  men,  friends  and  foes,  becaufe 
they  are  his  creatures  and  image,  and  redeemed 
by  ChriR  as  ye  are.  CaR  in  your  mind  how  you 
may  do  good  unto  all  men,  unto  your  power, 
and  hurt  none.  Obey  all  your  fupeiiors  and 
governors ; ferve  your  maRers  faithfully  and  di- 
ligently ; difobey  not  your  fathers  and  mothers, 
but  honour,  help,  and  pleafe  them  to  your  pow- 
er. Opprefs  not,  kill  not,  beat  not,  neither 
Hander  nor  hate  any  man : but  love  all  men, 
fpeak  well  of  all  men,  help  and  fuccour  every 
man  as  vou  may,  yea.  even  your  enemies  that 
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hate  you,  that  fpeak  evil  of  you,  and  hurt  you. 
Take  no  man’s  goods,  nor  covet  your  neigh- 
bour’s goods;  but  be  content  with  your  own,  and 
bellow  them  charitably,  as  need  requireth.  Flee 
all  idolatry,  witchcraft,  perjury ; commit  no 
manner  of  adultery,  fornication,  or  other  unchaf- 
tity  in  will  or  deed.  And  labouring  continually 
in  thus  keeping  the  commandments,  which, 
wrought  in  faith,  God  hath  ordained  to  be  the 
path-way  unto  heaven,  you  fhall  not  fail  to  come 
to  that  everlalting  life,  where  you  fhall  live  in 
glory  with  God  for  ever. 
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An  Abridgment  of  the 

PILGRIM’s  PROGRESS 


From  this  W o a l b 

To  that  which  is  to  come. 


AS  I walked  through  the  wildernefs  of  this 
world,  1 laid  me  down  to  deep,  and  as 
I flept,  I dreamed;  and  behold,  I faw  a man 
cloathed  with  rag?.  Handing  with  his  face  from 
his  houfe,  a book  in  his  hand,  and  a great 
burthen  upon  his  back.  I looked  and  faw  him 
open  the  book  and  read  therein  ; and  as  he  read 
he  wept  and  trembled  : And  not  being  able  long- 
er to  contain,  he  broke  out,  faying.  What  Jkall 
I do  to  be  faved  ? 

In  this  plight  he  went  home,  and  refrained 
himfelf  as  long  as  he  could,  that  his  wife  and 
children  might  not  perceive  bis  diftrefs.  But 
his  trouble  fo  increafed  that  he  foon  burft  out, 
“ O my  dear  wife,  and  you  the  children  of  my 
bowels,  I am  undone  by  reafon  of  this  burthen 

which 
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which  lieth  fo  hard  upon  me.  Moreover,  I am 
certainly  informed,  that  this  our  city  will  fhortly 
be  deftroyed  with  fire  from  heaven ; in  which 
overthrow  we  {hall  all  miferably  .perifh,  except 
fome  w^ay  of  efcape  be  found.”  At  this  they 
were  fore  amazed  ; not  that  they  believed  what 
be  faid,  but  becaufe  they  thought  him  dif- 
tempered  in  his  head.  However,  hoping  deep 
might  fettle  him  again,  they  in  all  hafte  got  him 
to  bed. 

But  the  night  was  as  grievous  to  him  as  the 
day.  Inltead  of  deeping,  he  fpent  it  in  fighs 
and  tears.  And  in  the  morning,  when  they 
afked  him  “ how  he  did”  he  told  them,  “ worfe 
and  worfe.”  They  then  thought  to  drive  away 
his  didemper  by  hardi  and  furly  carriage  to  him. 
Sometimes  they  would  deride,  fometimes  chide, 
and  fometimes  quite  negleS  him.  Wherefore 
he  began  to  retire  more  to  his  chamber,  to  pray 
for  them,  and  to  bemoan  his  own  mifery.  He 
would  alfo  walk  folitary  in  the  fields,  fometimes 
reading,  and  fometimes  praying.  And  thus  for 
fome  days  he  fpent  his  time. 

Now  I faw,  upon  a time  when  he  was  walk- 
ing in  the  fields,  that  he  was,  as  he  was  wont, 
reading  his  book  ; and  as  he  read,  he  burft  out  as 
before,  faying,  What  muji  I do  to  be faved? 

I faw  alfo,  that  he  looked  this  way  and  that 
way  as  if  he  would  run  ; yet  he  flood  dill,  be- 
caufe  (as  I perceived)  he  could  not  tell  which 
way  to  go.  I looked  then  and  faw  a man,  callerf 
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Evangelijl,  coming  to  him,  who  afked,  “ Where - 
jort  dojt  thou  cry  ?" 

He  anfwered,  “ Sir  I perceive  by  the  book  in 
my  band,  that  I am  condemned  to  die,  and  af* 
te'r  that  to  come  to  judgment.  And  I find  I am 
not  willing  to  do  the  firlf,  nor  able  to  do  the 
fecond.” 

Then  faid  Evangeli/l,  “ why  not  willing  to 
die?!!  The  man  anfwered,  becaufe  I fear  that 
this  burden  which  is  on  my  back  will  fink  me 
lower  than  the  grave.  And,  Sir,  if  I am  not 
fit  to  go  to  pr:fon,  I am  not  fit  to  go  to  judg- 
ment. ” 

“ But  faid  Evangelijl,  if  this  be  thy  condition, 
why  flandeft  thou  fiill?’’  He  anfwered,  “be- 
caufe I know  not  whither  to  go.’’  Then  faid 
EvangeliJ}.,  pointing  over  a wide  field,  “ do  yoa 
fee  vender  little  gate  ?”  Go  up  direftly  to  it  and 
knock ; and  it  {hall  be  told  thee  what  thou 
fhalt  do.” 

So  I few  in  my  dream,  that  the  man  began  to 
run.  He  had  not  run  far,  before  his  wife  and 
children  perceiving  it,  began  to  cry  after  him  to 
return  : But  he  flopped  his  ears  and  ran  on,  cry- 
ing, Life,  life!  eternal  life,  without  once  look- 
ing behind  him. 

The  neighbours  alfo  came  out,  and  as  he  ran 
forne  mocked,  others  threatened,  and  fome 
called  to  him  to  return.  And  of  thefe,  two  re- 
folved  to  fetch  him  back  by  force  ; the  name  of 
the  one  was  Objlinate,  of  the  other  P Haile!.  He 
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was  now  got  a good  diftance  from  them ; how* 
ever,  in  a little  time  they  overtook  him.  Then 
faid  the  man,  “ Neighbours,  wherefore  are  you 
come  ?”  They  faid,  “ To  perfuade  you  to  go 
back  with  us.”  But  he  faid,  “ That  cannot  be; 
you  dwell  in  the  city  of  Definition,  the  place 
alfo  where  I was  born.  And  if  you  die  there, 
you  will  fink  into  a place  that  burns  with  fire 
and- brimftone.  Be  content,  good  neighbours, 
and  go  along  with  me. 

What,  faid  Objlinate,  and  leave  our  friends 
and  all  our  comforts  behind  us? 

Yes,  faid  Chrijlian , (that  was  his  name)  for  all 
thefe  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the 
leaft  part  of  what  I feek  ; and  if  you  will  go  with 
me,  there  is  enough  and  to  fpare. 

Objl.  What  are  the  things  you  feek,  fince  you 
leave  all  the  world  to  find  them  ? 

Chr.  I feek  an  inheritance , incorruptible , unde- 
filed,  and  that fiadeth  not  away  ? 

Obfl.  Tufh,  away  with  your  cant.  Will  you 
go  back  with  us  or  no  ? 

Chr.  No,  not  I.  I have  put  my  hand  to  the 
plough. 

Obfi.  Come  then,  neighbour,  let  us  go  home 
without  him.  There  is  a company  of  thefe  crazy 
coxcombs,  that  when  they  get  a fancy  by  the  end, 
are  wifer  in  their  own  eyes  than  feven  men  that 
can  render  a reafon. 

Pliable.  Don’t  revile.  Who  knows  but  what 
he  fays  is  true  ? I have  almoft  a mind  to  go  with 
him.  C | Obfi, 
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Ob/I.  What  more  fools  ftill  ? Come  back, 
come  back.  Who  knows  whither  a madman 
may  lead  you  ? 

Chr.  Nay,  but  come  with  me,  to  the  glory 
which  Jhall  he  revealed.  And  if  you  believe 
not  me,  read  here  in  this  book,  the  truth  of 
which  is  confirmed  by  the  blood  of  him  that 
made  it. 

Plia.  Neighbour  Objlinate,  I think  I will  go 
with  this  good  man,  and  call  in  my  lot  with 
him. 

Objl.  Then  get  you  gone.  I will  e’en  go 
home.  I will  be  no  companion  for  fuch  whim- 
fical  fellows. 

Now  I law  in  my  dream,  that  when  Objlinate 
was  gone  back,  Chriftian  and  Pliable  went  on 
talking  together. 

Plia-  Come  neighbour,  fince  we  are  alone, 
tell  me  farther  what  the  things  are  to  which  we 
are  going. 

Chr.  1 can  better  conceive  than  fpeak  them. 
There  is  a kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved,  a houfe 
eternal  in  the  heavens , where  we  Jhall  Jhine  as 
the  firmament , and  as  the  Jars  for  ever  and, 
ever. 

Plia.  And  what  company  ill  all  we  have  there ? 

Chr.  There  will  be  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand , and  tliou- 
fands  of  faints,  of  holy  men,  out  of  every  kindred 
and  people,  and  nation.  There  we  {hall  fee  tbofe 
who  were  cut  in  pieces,  burnt  with  fire,  eaten 
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with  beads,  for  the  love  they  bore  to  the  Lord 
of  the  place  ; having  now  overcome  fin,  and 
death,  and  pain,  and  ' put  on  immortality  as  a 
garment. 

Pha.  Glad  am  I to  hear  of  thefe  things.  Come 
on  let  us  mend  our  pace. 

Now  I faw  in  my  dream,  that  they  drew  nigh 
to  a Jlowgh  that  was  in  the  midd  of  the  plain,  (it 
was  called  Dejpond ) and  being  heedlefs,  they 
both  fuddenly  fell  in.  “ Ah,  neighbour,  faid 
Pliable.,  where  are  we  now  ?”  Truly,  faid  Chrif- 
tian,  I do  not  knew.  At  this  Pliable  was  much 
offended,  and  faid,  “ Is  this  the  happinefs  you 
talked  of  all  this  while?  If  we  have.fuch  ill 
fpeed  at  fetting  out,  what  may  we  not  expeft 
before  our  journey's  end?  If  I get  out  hence 
with  my  life,  you  {hall  have  the  brave  country  - 
alone  for  me.”  And  with  that  he  gave  a defpe- 
rate  druggie  or  two  and  got  out  of  the  mire  on 
the  fide  next  his  own  houfe.  So  away  he  went, 
and  Chrijlian  faw  him  no  more. 

Wherefore  Chrijlian  was  left  in  the  Hough 
alone;  but  dill  he  draggled  toward  that  fide 
which  was  farthed  from  his  own  houfe,  yet 
could  not  get  out,  becau'fe  of  his  burthen.  But 
I beheld  a man  come  to  him,  whofe  name  was 
Help,  and  afked,  “ What  he  did  there.” 

Chr . Sir,  I was  directed  to  go  by  this  way  to 
yonder  gate  ; and  as  I went,  1 fell  in  here. 

Then  faid  he,  “ Give  me  thy  hand.”  So  he 
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gave  him  his  hand,  and  he  drew  him  out,  and 
fet  him  on  firm  ground. 

But  Chrijlian  had  not  gone  far,  before  one 
met  him,  who  was  croiTing  over  the  plain.  The 
gentleman’s  name  was  T orlclly  IVifeman.  Hav- 
ing fome  knowledge  of  Chrijlian  by  report,  (for 
his  leaving  the  city  of  DeJlruBion  was  noifed  far 
and  near)  he  began  thus  : 

World.  How  now  good  fellow,  whither  away? 

Chr.  Sir,  I am  going  to  yonder  little  gate. 

World.  Wilt  thou  hearken  to  me,  if  I give 
thee  counfel  ? 

Chr.  Yea,  if  it  be  good,  I will. 

World.  I counfel  thee  then,  get  rid  of  that 
burthen  with  all  fpeed,  elfe  thou  wilt  never  be 
fettled  in  thy  mind. 

Chr.  That  is  what  I feek  ; but  get  it  off  myfelf 
I cannot : nor  is  there  any  man  in  our  country 
can  take  it  off. 

World.  Who  bid  you  go  this  way  to  be  rid 
of  it  ? 

Chr.  One  that  appeared  to  me,  a great  and 
honourable  perfon.  His  name  I think,  is  Evan- 
gehfl.  - , 

TVorld.  Befhrew  him  for  his  counfel.  There 
is  not  a more  dangerous  or  troublefome  way  in 
the  world  than  this.  Hear  me;  I am  older 
than  thou.  Thou  art  like  to  meet  in  the  wav 
thou  now  goeft,  wearinefs,  painfulnefs,  naked- 
nefs,  hunger,  peri),  fword ; death  itfelf,  and 
what  not  ? 

Chr . 
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Chr.  Sir,  this  burden  is  worfe  than  all  thefe. 

I care  not  what  I meet  with,  fo  I get  rid  of 
this. 

World.  How  cameft  thou  by  it  at  firft  ? 

Chr.  Bv  reading  this  book. 

World.  I thought  fo.  So  it  has  fared  with 
other  weak  men  ; who,  meddling  with  things  too 
high  for  them,  fuddenly  fall  into  diftraHion,  and 
run  defperate  ventures  to  obtain  they  know  not 
what. 

Chr.  I know  what  I would  obtain.  It  is  eafe 
from  my  burthen, 

World.  Hadft  thou  but  patience  to  hear,  I' 
could  direft  thee  to  obtain  that,  without  running 
into  any  of  thefe  dangers. 

Chr.  Pray,  Sir,  open  this  fecret  to  me. 

World.  Why,  in  yonder  village  there  lives  a 
gentleman,  whofe  name  is  Legality,  a very  judi- 
cious man,  and  of  good  credit  and  falhion : he 
has  helped  abundance  of  men  off  with  fuch  bur- 
thens as  thine  are. 

Chr.  Sir,  which  is  my  way  to  his  houfe  ? 

World.  You  mull  go  by  yonder  high  hill,  and 
the  firft  houfe  you  come  at  is  his. 

So  Chrijlian  turned  out  of  his  way.  But 
when  he  was  got  hard  by  the  hill,  it  hung  fo 
much  over  the  way,  that  he  was  afraid  to  ven- 
ture on,  left  it  fhould  fall  upon  his  head.  Where- 
fore he  flood  ftill,  and  knew  not  what  to  do. 
Likewife  his  burthen  feemed  heavier  than  before. 
There  came  alfo  flafhes  of  fire  out  of  the  hill, 

that 


[ «*-J 

that  made  him  afraid  he  fhould  be  burnt  : info- 
much  that  he  now  quaked  for  fear,  and  was  fo'rry 
lie  came  out  of  his  way.  And  with  that  he  faw 
Evangeliji  coming  to  meet  him,  at  the  fight  of 
whom  he  blufhed  for  fhame  : fo  he  came  up  to 
’ him,  and  with  a fevere  countenance  faid. 

Evan.  What  doll  thou  here?  To  which  he 
knew  not  what  to  anfwer,  but  flood  fpeechlefs 
before  him. 

Evan.  Art  thou  not  the  man  whom  I found- 
crying  without  the  walls  of  the  city  of  DJlruc- 
tion  ? * 

Chr.  Yes,  Sir,  I am. 

Evan.  Did  I not  direct  thee  to  the  little  gate  ? 
How  is  it  that  thou  art  fo  quickly  turned 
afide  ? 

Chr.  I met  a gentleman  who  told  me,  I might 
find  one  in  yonder  village  that  could  take  off  my 
burthen. 

Then  faid  Evangel f,  fiand  fill!  a little  that  I 
may  tell  thee  the  words  of  the  Lord.  So  he  flood 
trembling.  Then  Evangeliji  faid,  See  that  ye  re- 
Jufe  not  him  that  Jpeaheth  : for  if  they  efcaped  not 
who  refufed  livn  that  /poke  on  earth , much  more 
Jliall  not  we  efcape,  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that 
Jpeaheth  from  heaven  : for  the  jufl  Jiall  live  by 
faith\  but  if  he  dr  aw  bach,  my  foul  Jliall  have  no 
pleafure  in  him. 

Then  Chriftian  fell  down  at  his  feet  as  dead. 
But  Evangeliji  caught  him  by  the  right-hand,  and 
faid,  All  manner  of  fins  and  blafphemies  Jhall  bt 
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forgiven  unto  men : be  not  faithlefs,  but  believing . 
At  this  his  fpirit  a little  revived,  and  he  flood  up 
trembling  before  Evangelift. 

Then  Evangelift  faid.  Give  more  earnejl  heed 
unto  the  things  that  I (hall  tell  thee  of.  There  are 
three  things  in  the  counfel  of  the  man  that  met 
thee,  which  thou  muft  utterly  abhor. 

1.  His  turning  thee  out  of  the  way. 

2.  His  labouring  to  make  the  crofs  odious  ta 
thee. 

3.  His  fetting  thy  feet  in  the  way  that  leadeth 
to  death. 

Firft,  Thou  mufl  abhor  his  turning  thee  out  of 
the  way  ; for  this  is  to  rejeft  the  counfel  of  God, 
feeing  the  Lord  faith,  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the 
Jlr  ait  gate , the  gate  to  which  I fent  thee. 

Secondly,  Abhor  his  labouring  to  make  the 
crofs  odious  thee  ; for  thou  art  to  prefer  it  be- 
fore the  treasures  of  Egypt . Befides  the  Lord  hath 
faid,  If  any  man  come  after  me,  and  hate  not  his 
father  and  mother,  and  wife  and  children,  and 
brethren  and  fifters,  yea,  and  lus  own  life  alfo , 
he  cannot  be  my  difciple.  The  doflrine  therefore 
which  teacheth  to  hate  or  flrun  the  crofs,  thou 
muft  utterly  abhor. 

Thou  muft,  laflly,  abhor  his  fetting  thy  feet, 
in  the  wrav  that  leadeth  to  death.  For  he  to  whom 
thou  waft  fent,  legality  by  name,  is  the  foil  of  the 
bondwoman  : and  this  is  mount  Sinai,  which  gen- 
der eth  unto  bondage,  and  unto  death  eternal.  He 
cannot  free  any  man  of  his  burthen  : nor  is  it  pof- 

fible 


[ 64  ] 

fible  he  fhould  ; for  by  the  works  of  the  law  Jhall 
no  jlejh  living  bejujlified. 

After  this  Evangelijl  called  aloud  to  the  hea- 
vens for  the  confirmation  of  what  he  had  faid. 
And  there  came  words  and  fire  out  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  words  were  thefe,  As  many  as  are  of 
the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the  cur/e  : for  it  is 
written , Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in 
all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them. 

Now  Chriflian  looked  for  nothing  but  death, 
and  cried  out  with  a bitter  cry  : neverthelefs, 
turning  to  Evangelijl,  he  faid,  “ Sir,  Is  there 
any  hope  ? May  my  fin  be  forgiven  ? May  I yet 
go  back,  and  enter  in  at  that  gate  ? Shall  I not 
be  fent  away  with  fiiame  ?" 

Then  Evangehf  faid,  “ Thy  fin  is  great ; yet 
it  may  be  forgiven  ; the  man  at  the  gate  will  let 
thee  in  : but  take  heed  thou  turn  not  afide  again, 
lejl  if  his  wrath  be  kindled,  yea,  but  a little,  thou 
perifh  from  the  way A 

So  he  went  on  with  hafte  ; neither  fpoke  he 
to  any  by  the  way.  He  went  as  one  treading  on 
forbidden  ground ; and  could  not  think  himfelf 
fafe  till  he  got  into  the  way,  out  of  which  he 
had  turned  before.  He  then  went  on  with  all 
his  might  till  he  came  to  the  gate;  over  which 
was  written,  Knock , and  it  fiall  be  opened  unto  you. 
He  knocked  therefore  more  than  once  or  twice. 
At  lall  there  came  a grave  perfon  to  the  gate, 
named  Goodwill,  who  alked,  “ Who  was  there  ? 

Chr, 


[ 65  ] 

Chr.  Here  is  a poor  burthened  Tinner.  I come 
from  the  city  of  dejlruClion,  and  am  going  to 
Mount  Zion-]  and  I underhand  I am  to  go  thro’ 
this  gate,  if  you  are  willing  to  let  me  in. 

I am  willing  with  all  my  heart,  faid  he,  and 
with  that  he  opened  the  gate. 

When  Chrijlian  was  hepping  in,  the  other  pul” 
led  him  fuddenly.  Then  faid  Chrijlian,  What 
means  that  ? He  replied,  a little  way  off  is  a ftrong 
cable,  of  which  Beelzebub  is  the  captain  ; from 
whence  he  continually  fhoots  at  thofe  who  come 
to  this  gate,  if  haply  they  may  die  before  they 
can  enter  in.  Then  faid  Chrijlian,  “ I rejoice 
and  tremble.” 

Goodw.  But  who  directed  you  hither  ? 

Chr,  One  named  Evangelijl,  who  faid,  that 
you  would  tell  me  what  I muff  do. 

Goodw.  An  open  door  is  jet  before  thee,  and  no 
man  can Jhut  it.  But  how  is  it  thou  art  come 
alone  ? 

Chr.  One  of  my  neighbours  came  with  me  a 
little  way ; but  then  he  was  difcouraged,  and  went 
back  ; and  I alfo  foon  after  turned  abide,  to  go 
in  the  way  of  death.  So  that,  had  not  Evangelijl 
met  me  again,  I had  never  come  hither.  And 
O ! what  a favour  is  this  to  me,  that  I am  buffer- 
ed  to  enter  here ! 

Goodw.  We  make  no  objeftions  againft  any. 
Whatever  they  have  done  before  they  came,  if 
they  knock,  the  gate  is  opened  to  them.  Him 
that  cometh,  we  in  no  wife  call  out. 


But 


[ 66  ] 

But  come  with  me,  and  I will  teach  thee  con- 
cerning the  road.  Dolt  thou  fee  this  narrow' 
way  ? That  is  the  way  thou  mult  go.  It  was  call 
up  by  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  Chrilt  and  his 
apoltles. 

Chr.  But  are  there  no  ways  that  turn  out  of 
this  ? 

Goodxv.  Yes,  many:  but  they  are  crooked  and 
wide.  The  right  way  only  is  Itrait  and  narrow. 
Go  on  therein,  till  thou  Cornell  to  the  houfe  of 
the  interpreter , and  he  will  fliew  thee  excellent 
things. 

So  Chriftian  went  on  till  he  came  to  the  houfe  ; 
where  he  knocked,  and  alked  for  the  mailer  of 
the  houfe.  To  wdiom,  when  he  came,  he  fpoke 
thus. 

Sir,  I am  a man  that  am  come  from  the  city 
of  Dejlru&ion , and  am  going  to  mount  Zion. 
And  I wras  informed  by  him  at  the  gate,  that  if 
I called  here,  you  would  fhew  me  excellent 
things. 

Then  faid  the  Interpreter , “ Come  in,  and  I 
will  fhew  thee  that  which  will  be  profitable  to 
thee.”  So  he  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  led 
him  into  a large  parlour  that  was  full  of  dull. 
After  a while  he  called  for  a man  to  fw’eep  ; 
which  he  had  no  fooner  begun  to  do,  than  the 
dull  fo  abundantly  flew  about,  that  Chrijlian  was 
almolt  choaked.  Then  the  Interpreter  faid  to  a 
damfel,  “ Bring  hither  water,  and  fprinkle  the 
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room.”  After  which  it  was  eafily  fwept  and 
cleanfed. 

This  parlour,  faid  the  Interpreter  to  Chrifhan , 
is  the  heart  of  a natural  man.  The  duft  is  his  ori- 
ginal fin,  and  inward  corruptions,  of  every  kind. 
He  that  firfi.  began  to  fweep  is  the  laio  ; fhe  that 
fprinkled  it,  is  the  gofpel.  Now  whereas  thou 
fawefl,  that  by  his  fweeping,  the  duft  was  only 
raifed,  and  the  room  not  cleanfed  at  all ; this  is 
to  fhew  thee,  that  the  law,  inftead  of  cleanfing  the 
heart  from  fin,  doth  revive  and  increafe  it  in  the 
foul.  For,  by  the  law  is  only  the  knowledge  of 
fn  ; but  not  deliverance  from  it. 

Again,  Thou  faweft  the  damfel  fprinkle  the 
room  ; after  which  it  was  cleanfed  with  pleafure  : 
this  is  to  fihew  thee,  that  when  the  gofpel  comes 
into  the  heart,  fin  is  eafily  fubdued  ; and  the  foul 
made  clean  thro’  faith,  and  fit  for  the  king  of 
glory  to  inhabit. 

He  then  led  me  into  a place,  where  was  a fire 
burning  againft  a wall,  and  one  continually  call- 
ing water  upon  it,  yet  could  he  not  quench  it, 
but  the  flame  rofe  higher  than  before. 

Th  is  fire,  faid  he,  is  the  work  of  grace  that  is 
wrought  in  a believing  heart.  He  that  calls  wa- 
ter upon  it  is  the  devil.  Yet  can  he  not  quench 
it,  for  the  reafon  thou  fhalt  now  fee.  So  he  car- 
ried him  to  the  other  fide  of  the  wall,  where  was 
a man  with  a veflel  of  oil  in  his  hand,  out  of 
which  he  continually  call  into  the  fire,  Then  faid 
Chrifiian,  What  means  this  ? 
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The  Interpreter  anfwered,  This  is  Chrift,  who 
continually,  with  the  oil  of  his  grace,  maintains 
the  work  already  begun  in  the  heart,  fo  that  the 
devil  cannot  quench  it.  And  he  hands  behind 
the  wall,  to  Ihew  it  is  hard  for  the  tempted  to  fee 
how  this  work  is  maintained  in  his  foul. 

He  then  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him 
into  a pleafant  place,  where  was  a ftately  palace: 
on  the  top  of  which  were  certain  perfons  walking, 
who  were  cloathed  all  in  gold.  At  the  door  be- 
low hood  a great  company  of  men,  defirous  to 
go  in,  but  yet  afraid.  For  in  the  door-way  hood 
many  armed  men,  to  keep  it,  and  drive  all  back. 
At  lah  a man  of  a hout  countenance  came  up, 

drew  his  fword,  put  a helmet  on  his  head,  and 
A # ? 

rufhed  into  the  midh  of  the  armed  men,  who 
fell  upon  him  with  all  their  force.  But  after 
receiving  and  giving  many  wounds,  he  cut  his 
way  through  them  all,  and  went  in.  Then  w’as 
heard  a pleafant  voice  from  within  faying, 

Come  in.  Jollier  ofChriJl,  come  in: 

Eternal  glory  thou Jiall  win  ! 

I verily  think,  faid  Chrijlian , I know  the  mean- 
ing of  this  ; now  then  let  me  go  hence. 

Stay,  faid  the  Interpreter , till  I have  fhewed 
thee  a little  tpore.  Then  he  took  him  by  the 
hand  again,  and  led  him  into  a dark  room, 
where  fat  a man  in  an  iron  cage  ; his  eyes  were 
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fixed  on  the  ground,  his  hands  folded  together, 
and  he  fighed  as  if  he  would  break  his  heart. 

Then  faid  Chrijlian , “ What  art  thou  ? He 
replied,  I am  a man  of  defpair : 1 am  fo  fafl  in 
prifon  that  I cannot  get  forth. 

Chr.  But  how  camefl  thou  there  ? 

Man.  I left  off  to  watch  and  pray  ; I finned 
againft  light  and  love  ; I grieved  the  Spirit,  and 
and  he  is  gone  from  me  ; I tempted  the  devil, 
and  he  is  come  into  me  ; I defied  God,  and  he 
hath  forlaken  me. 

Chr.  But  have  you  no  hope  ? The  Son  of  the 
Bleffed  is  of  tender  mercy. 

Man.  But  I have  crucified  him  to  myfeif  afrefh, 
I have  counted  his  blood  an  unholy  thinsr,  I 
have  done  defpite  to  the  fpirit  of  grace  : and 
there  remaineth  no  more  Jacrifke  for  fin ; but  a 
certain  fearful  looking  for  of  fiery  indignation, 
iphich fall  devour  me  as  an  adverfary. 

Chr.  But  can’ll:  thou  not  repent  ? 

Man.  No,  never;  for  I have  quenched  the 
Spirit.  O eternity,  eternity  ! Who  can  tell  the 
length  of  eternity  ? 

Chr.  Well,  God  help  me  to  watch  and  prav. 

• — Sir,  is  it  not  time  for  me  to  go  on  my 
way  ? 

Int.  I will  Ihew  thee  one  thing  more,  and 
thou  (halt  go.  So  he  led  him  into  a chamber 
where  was  one  rifmg  out  of  bed,  who  fhook  and 
trembled  exceedingly  : then  faid  Chriflian , 

“Why  doff  thou  tremble  thus?”  This  night, 
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faid  he,  as  I was  in  my  fleep,  I dreamed,  and 
behold  the  heavens  were  exceeding  black  : alfo 
it  thundered  and  lightened  on  every  fide.  So  I 
looked  up  and  faw  the  fkies  divide  : and  I heard 
a great  found  of  a trumpet : and  I faw  one  de- 
fcend,  fitting  on  a cloud,  attended  with  the  thou- 
fands  of  heaven  ; they  were  all  arrayed  with 
flaming  fire  : alfo  the  heavens  were  in  a burning 
flame.  I then  heard  a voice  out  of  the  fire  faying, 
“ Arife  ye  dead  and  come  to  judgment and 
behold  the  rocks  rent,  the  graves  were  opened, 
and  the  dead  that  were  therein  came  forth  : 
fome  of  thofe  looked  up,  and  were  exceeding 
glad,  and  fome  fought  to  hide  themfeives  under 
the  mountains.  Then  I faw  him  who  fat  upon 
the  cloud  open  a book,  and  bid  the  world  draw 
near ; yet  was  there  a diftance,  by  reafon  of  a 
fierce  flame  which  iffuecl  out,  and  came  before 
him.  I heard  it  alfo  proclaimed  to  them  that 
attended  on  him  who  fat  upon  the  cloud,  “ Ga- 
ther together  the  tares  and  chafF,  and  caff  them 
into  the  lake  that  burnethwith  brimftone and 
the  bottomlefs  pit  opened  her  mouth,  and  there 
came  forth  finoak  and  coals  of  fire.  It  was  alfo 
proclaimed,  “ Gather  the  wheat  into  my  garner;” 
and  I faw  many  caught  up  in  the  clouds,  but  I 
was  left.  I then  called  to  the  mountains  to  fall 
upon  me,  and  the  rocks  to  cover  me,  but  in 
vain  : for  the  man  that  fat  upon  the  cloud  lfiil 
kept  his  eye  upon  me.  Then  came  all  mv  fins 
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to  my  remembrance,  and  fear  was  on  every  fide ; 
fo  I awoke. 

Then  faid  the  Interpreter  to  Chriflian , “ Keep 
thefe  things  in  thy  mind,  that  they  may  be  as 
a goad  in  thy  fide  wherever  thou  goeft  ; and  the 
comforter  be  always  with  thee,  and  guide  thee 
in  the  way  that  leads  to  the  city.’’ 

Now  I faw  in  my  dream,  that  the  highway  up 
which  I was  to  go,  was  fenced  on  every  fide  with 
a wall,  c<A\z&falvation.  Up  this  way  he  ran,  till 
he  came  at  a place  where  Rood  a crofs,  and  fome- 
what  below,  a fepulchre.  Juft  as  Chrijhan  came 
to  the  crofs,  his  burthen  loofed,  fell  off,  and 
rolled  down,  till  it  came  to  the  "mouth  of  the 
fepulchre,  where  it  fell  in ; and  I faw  it  no 
more. 

Then  was  Chrifdan  glad,  and  faid  with  a merry 
heart,  The  life  that  I now  life , I live  by  faith  in 
the  Son  of  God ; who  loved  me,  and  gave  hinifelf 
for  me. 

Then  he  flood  awhile  to  look  and  wonder, 
even  till  the  tears  ran  down  his.  cheeks;  and  as 
he  flood,  three  finning  ones  came  and  ialuted 
him  with,  Peace  be  unto  thee . Then  the  firft  faid 
unto  him,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee-,  the  fecond 
flriped  him  of  his  rags,  and  cloathed  him  with 
change  of  raiment;  and  the  third  Jet  a mark  on 
his  forehead,  and  gave  him  a roll,  with  a feal 
upon  it,  which  he  bid  him  look  on  as  he  ran, 
and  give  it  at  the  gate  of  the  city. 
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I beheld  then  that  he  went  on  rejoicing,  till 
he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  difficulty.  At  the 
bottom  of  this  was  a fpring,  of  which  he  drank, 
and  was  refrefhed,  and  then  he  began  to  go  up 
the  hill.  Sometimes  he  ran ; then  walked  ; 
then  climbed  on  his  hands  and  knees,  becaufe 
of  the  fteepnefs  of  the  place.  Now,  about  the 
midway  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  was  a pleafant  ar- 
bour, planted  by  the  Lord  of  the  hill,  for  the 
relief  of  weary  travellers.  Here  therefore  he  fat 
down  to  reft,  and  pulled  his  roll  out  of  his  bo- 
fom,  to  read  therein,  and  comfort  himfelf.  He 
alfo  began  to  furvey  his  new  raiment,  till  he  fell 
into  a Humber,  and  thence  into  a faft  Heep, 
•which  held  him  till  it  was  almoft  night:  and,  in 
his  Heep,  his  roll  fell  out  of  his  hand.  Then 
came  one  to  him  and  faid,  Go  to  the  Jut,  thou 
fluyyard  ; confider  her  ways,  and  be  wife.  On 
this  he  ftarted  up,  and  went  apace  till  he  came 
to  the  top  of  the  hill. 

He  now  felt  in  his  bofom  for  his  roll,  that  he 
micrht  read  therein,  and  be  comforted:  blithe 
found  it  not.  Then  was  he  much  perplexed, 
and  knew  not  what  to  do.  At  laft  he  bethought 
liiinfelf,  that  he  had  flept  in  the  arbour  on  the 
fide  of  the  hill ; and  falling  down,  he  afked  God 
fomivenefs  for  his  follv,  and  then  went  back  to 
look  for  his  roll.  But  all  the  way  he  went,  who 
can  tell  the  forrow  of  his  heart?  Sometilnes-he 
fighed,  fometimes  he  wept;  mean  while,  looking 
carefully  on  each  fide,  if  in  any  wife  he  might 
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find  it.  He  went  thus  till  he  came  in  fight  ofuie 
arbour,  where  he  had  fat  and  ilept.  But  that 
fight  renewed  his  grief,  till  he  broke  oat,  “ O 
wretched  man  that  I am  1 That  I fhould  fleep  in 
the  midft  of  difficulty  ! That  I fhould  ufe  that 
refl  for  eafe  to  my  fleffi,  which  was  Intended 
only  for  the  relief  of  the  fpirits  of  weary  pilgrims ! 
How  far  might  I have  been  on  my  way  by  this  ! 
And  now  alfo  the  day  is  far  fpent.”  By  this, 
time  he  was  come  to  the  arbour  again ; where, 
looking  under  the  feat  he  efpied  his  roil : with 
trembling  and  hade  he  caught  it  up.  But  who 
can  tell  how  joyful  he  was  ? For  this  roll  was  the 
a/Ju  ranee  of  his  iife  and  acceptance  at  the  den  red 
haven.  He  laid  it  up  in  his  bofom,  gave  God 
thanks,  and  with  tears  of  joy  betook  himfdf 
again  to  his  journey.  He  got  up  the  hill  juft  as 
the  fun  went  down;  when,  lifting  up  his  eves, 
he  beheld  a [lately  palace  b .fore  him,  which 
flood  by  the  high-way  fide. 

So  he  made  hade  and  went  forward,  that  if 
poffiblehe  might  get  lodging  there.  But  before 
he  had  gone  far,  he  entered  into  a narrow  paf- 
fage,  about  a furlong  from  the  porter's  lodge  : 
when,  looking  carefully  before  him  as  he  went, 
he  efpied  two  lions  in  the  way.  Then  he  was 
afraid,  and  thought  to  go  back ; but  the  porter 
perceiving  him  to  make  a halt,  cried  out,  “ Is  thy 
ftrength  fo  final!  ? Fear  them  not.  They  are 
chained  ; and  are  placed  there  for  the  trial  of 
Vol.  IX,  D thy 
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thy  faii.li,  keep  in  the  midfl  of  the  path,  and  no 
hurt  fliall  come  unto  thee.” 

Then  I Taw  that  he  went  on,  though  trembling, 
till  he  came  to  the  gate,  and  alked, -if  he  might 
lodge  there  ? 

Porter.  I will  call  one  of  the  houfe.  So  he 
rung  a bell,  and  there  came  out  a damfel, 
named  ■Difcretion  ; who,  after  afking  him  feveral 
queflions,  faid,  “ I will  call  out  one  or  two 
mere  of  the  family  ;”  fo-fheran  to  the  door,  and 
called  Piety,  and  Charity ; who,  after  a little 
more  difeourfe  with  him,  brought  him  in;  and 
many  meeting  him  at  the  entrance,  faid,  “ Come 
in  thou  bleffed  of  the  Lord;  this  houfe  was 
built  to  entertain  travellers,  to  Zicm.” 

They  fat  talking  together  till  fupper  was  ready. 
And  at  the  table  alfo,  all  their  talk  was  about  the 
Lord  of  the  hill,  what  he  had  done  ; how  great 
a warrior  he  was;  and  how  he  had  fought  with 
and  flain  him  that  had  the  power  of  death; 
though  not  without  great  danger  to  himfelf,  and 
the  lofs  of  much  blood. 

Thus  they  difeourfed  till  iate  at  night;  and 
then  Giirijkan-vfas  laid  in  a large  upper  chamber, 
the  name  of  which  was  Peace.  In  the  morning 
they  fhewed  him  the  records  of  thegreateft  anti- 
quity : in  which  svas  the  pedigree  of  the  Lord  of 
the  hill,  the  foil  of  the  Ancient  of  days.  Here 
alfo  were  fully  fhewn  the  a£fs  he  had  done,  and 
the  worthy  deeds  of  many  of  his  fer wants,  who 
had  Jubdued  kingdoms,  rvrougkt  rghteovfnefs, 
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f opt  the  mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of 
fire ; efcaped  the  edge  of  the  fword,  waxed  valiant 
in  fight , and  turned  to  fight  the  armies  of  the 
aliens. 

The  next  day  they  took  him  into  the  armory, 
where  they  fhewed  him  all  manner  of  furniture, 
provided  for  pilgrims ; fwords,  fhields,  helmets, 
breaft-plates,  and  fhoes  that  would  never  wear 
out.  And  there  was  here  enough  of  thefe  to  arm 
as  many  men  as  there  are  liars  in  heaven  for  mul- 
titude. 

They  then  armed  him  from  head  to  foot,  left 
be  fhould  meet  with  alfaults  by  the  way.  And 
when  he  fet  out,  Piety,  Charity,  and  Difcretion 
.accompanied  him  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Then 
faid  Chriflian,  “ As  it  was  difficult  coming  up 
this  hill,  fo  I fee  it  is  dangerous  going  down." 
“ It  is  fo,”  faid  Chanty , “ for  it  is  a hard  thing 
for  a man  to  go  down  into  the  valley  of  humilia- 
tion, and  catch  no  flip  by  the  way.”  When  they 
were  come  to  the  bottom,  they  gave  him  a loaf 
of  bread,  a bottle  of.wine,  and  a duller  ofraifins; 
and  then  he  went  on  his  way. 

He  had  gone  but  a little  way  in  the  valley,  be- 
fore he  efpied  a foul  fiend  coming  to  meet 
him.;  his  name  was  Apollyon.  Then  did  he  call 
in  his  mind,  whether  to  go  back,  or  Hand  his 
ground.  But  he  confidered  he  had  no  armour 
lor  his  back,  and  thcrefo:  e refolved  to  Hand. 
So  he  went  on,  and  Apollyon  met  with  him. 
Now  the  monfter  was  hideous  to  behold.  He 
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was  cloathed  with  fcales ; he  had  wings  like  a 
dragon  ; out  of  his  belly  came  fire  and  fmoak, 
and  his  month  was  as  the  mouth  of  a lien.  He 
beheld  Chrijlian  with  a difdainful  look,  and  be- 
gan to  queflion  him  thus  : 

Apoll.  Whence  comefl  thou  ? And  whether 
doff  thou  go  ? 

Chr.  I came  from  the  city  of  DejlruElion  and 
am  going  to  mount  Zion. 

Apoll.  Thou  art  one  of  my  fubjefits.  All  that 
country  is  mine.  I am  the  prince  and  god  of  it. 
How  is  it  that  thou  art  fled  from  thy  king. 

Chr.  I was  your  fubject ; but  your  fervice  was 
hard,  and  I could  endure  it  no  longer. 

Apoll.  Since  thou  complained,  of  my  fervice, 
go  back  with  me  ; and  whatever  our  country  af- 
fords, I will  °ive  thee. 

Chr.  But  I have  hired  myfelf  to  another,  even 
the  King  of  Kings.  How  then  can  I go  back  ? 

Apoll.' It  is  common  for  thofe  that  have  pro- 
feffed  them  Selves  his  fervants,  after  a while  to 
return  to  me.  Do  thou  fo,  and  all  fliall  be 
well. 

Chr.  I have  fworn  allegiance  to  him  ; and 
how  can  I go  from  this,  without  being  a traitor. 

Apoll.  Thou  didd  the  fame  to  me ; and  yet  I 
will  pafs  bv  all,  if  thou  wilt  now  return. 

Chr.  I tell  thee,  once  for  all,  I like  his  fer- 
vice, his  wages,  his  government,  his  fervants, 
his  company,  and  country,  better  than  thine ; 
and  him  only  will  I ferve. 
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* Apoll.  Yet  confider  in  cool  blood,  what  thou 
art  like  to  meet  with  in  the  way  that  thou  goell. 
How  many  of  his  fervants  came  to  ill  ends  ? How 
many  have  been  put  to  fhameful  deaths  ? Ana. 
yet,  as  good  a mailer  as  he  is,  he  cometh  not  to 
deliver  them  out  of  my  ha'nds. 

Chr.  His  delaying  to  deliver  them,  is  on  pur- 
pofe  to  try  their  love.  And  as  for  their  ill  end, 
as  thou  callelt  it,  that  is  their  glory.  Forprefent 
deliverance  they  afk  it  not ; being  content  to 
wait  for  their  reward,  till  their  Prince  fhall 
come. 

Apoll.  But  what  reward  fhalt  thou  have,  who 
hall  already  been  unfaithful  in  thy  fervice  to 
him. 

Chr.  Wherein  ? 

Apoll.  Thou  didlt  faint  at  letting  out,  in  the 
Hough  of  Defpond.  Thou  didft  attempt  wrong 
ways  to  be  rid  of  thy  burthen.  Thou  didll  fin- 
fully  lleep,  and  lofe  thy  choice  things.  Thou 
wall  well  nigh  frighted  back  by  the  lions.  And 
when  thou  talkefl  of  thy  journey,  and  of  what 
thou  hall  feen  and  heard,  there  is  pride  in  all 
thou  fayelt. 

Chr.  All  this  is  true,  and  much  more.  But 
die  King  I ferve  is  a merciful  King ; yea,  I know, 
he  is  merciful  to  my  unrighteoufnefs,  and  ?ny  fins 
he  remembreth  no  more. 

Then  Apollyon  broke  out  into  a rage,  and  faid, 

I am  an  enemy  to  thy  King.  I hate  his  per- 
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Ton,  his  people,  his  laws.  I am  come  oiit  oh 
purpofe  to  withftand  thee.:’ 

Chr.  Beware  what  thou  doft.  I am  in  the 
King’s  highway,  the  way  ofholinefs. 

1 hen  did  Apollyon  ft  ride  quite  over  the  way', 
and  (aid,  “ I am  void  of  fear  in  this  matter.  Pre- 
pare thyfelf  to  die.  For  no  farther  fhalt  thou 
go.  Here  will’ I fpill  thy  foul. 

With  that  he  threw  a flaming  dart  at  his 
bread  : but  Chrijhan  caught  it  with  his  fhield, 
and  drew  his  fuord  while  Apollyon  continued 
throwing  darts  as  thick  as  hail.  This  made 
Chrijhan  give  a little  back;  but  he  Toon  took 
courage  again  : yet  the  combat  lafied  for  above 
half  a day,  heat  length  began  to  grow  faint  and 
weary. 

Apollyon  feeing  this,  carne  up  clofe  to  ChriJh'anT 
and  wreftling  with  him,  gave  him  a dreadful  fall ; 
and  withal  Chrijhan  % fword  flew  out  of  his  band. 
Then  faid  Apollyon,  “ I am  fure  of  thee  now.  ’ 
But  as  he  was  fetching  his  lad  blow,  Chrijhan 
nimbly  dretched  out  his  hand  for  his  fword,  and 
caught  it,  faying,  Rtjoice  not  againjl  me,  0 mine 
enemy  ; when  I Jail,  I Jhall  arife  ; and  with  that 
he  gave  him  a dreadful  thruft,  which  made  him 
draw  back.  Chrijhan  perceiving  this,  made  at 
him  again,  faying.  Nay,  in  all  theft  things  ice 
are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loveth 
us.  But  Apollyon,  fpread  forth  his  dragon’s 
wings,  and  fled  away,  that  Chrijhan  fa\v  him  no 
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Then  there  came  to  him  a hand  with  fome  of 
die  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  he  applied  to 
his  wounds,  and  they  were  immediately  healed. 
After  this  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  his  jour- 
ney, but  with  his  fword  drawn  in  his  hand.  Now 
at  the  end  of  this  valley  was  another  called,  The 
valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death.  The  prophet 
Jeremiah  deferibes  it  thus,  A wilder nefs , a land 
of  deferts  and  oj  pics,  a land  of  drought,  a land 
that  no  man  (but  a t Chri-lfian)  paffeth  through , 
and  where  no  man  dwelt. 

On  the  right-hand  of  this  valley  was  a deep 
ditch,  that  is  it  into  which  the  blind  have  led- 
tbe  blind,  in  all  ages,  and  have  both  there  mife- 
rably  perifhed  together.  On  the  left,  there  was 
a dangerous  quagmire,  into  which  whoever  falls, 
(as  David  did  once)  finds  no  bottom  for  Ins  foot 
to  hand  on. 

The  path  alfo  was  exceeding  narrow.  So  that 
when  Chnfian  fought  to  fhun  the  ditch,  he  uTas 
ready  to  drop  into  the  mire  ; and  when  he  fought 
to  fhun  the  mire,  to  fall  into  the  ditch.  Like- 
wdfe^the  night  was  fo  dark,  that  often  when  he 
lift  rip  his  foot,  he  knew  not  where  he  Ihould 
fet  it  next. 

About  the  midfl:  of  the  valley  was  the  mouth 
of  hell ; and  it  flood  hard  by  the  way  fide.  Now, 
thought  Chrijlian,  What  {ball  I do  ? For  ever 
2nd  anon  the.  fmoak  and  flame  would  come  out, 
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with  firch  abundance  of  fparks  and  hideous 
noifes,  that  he  found  no  weapon  availed  but 
player.  So  he  cried  2loud,  with  all  his  might, 
0 Lord  I be/cech  thee  deliver  my  foul.  He  walked 
on  a great  while  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  flames. 
Alfo  he  heard  doleful  voices,  and  rufhing  to  and 
fro  ; f'o  that  fometimes  he  thought  he  fhould  be 
trodden  down  like  mire  in  the  fireets.  Thus  he 
went  on  for  fevers!  miles,  till  he  heard  a com- 
pany of  fiends  coming  forward  to  meet  him.  At 
this  he  knew  not  what  to  do;  but  at  length  re- 
lolvcd  to  go  on.  I hey  feemed  to  come  nearer 
and  nearer;  but  when  they  were  juft  come  up, 
he  cried  out,  with  a mod  vehement  voice,  / 
a 'i/7  walk  in  the Jlrengtk  of  the  lord  God.  So  they 
gave  hack,  and  came  no  further. 

I took  notice,  that  Ckriflian  was  now  fo 
amazed,  he  did  not  know  his  own  voice  : for 
juft  as  he  was  over-againft  the  mouth  of  the  pit, 
®ne  of  the  wicked  ones  ftepped  up  foftly,  and 
whifpered  many  grievous  blafphemies  to  him, 
which  he  verily  thought  had  proceeded  from  his 
own  mind. 

When  he  had  travelled  thus  for  fome  time, 
he  heard  the  voice  of  one  before  him,  faying. 
Though  I walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Shadow 
of  Death,  1 will  fear  no  evil ; for  thou  art  with 

me. 

Then  he  was  glad,  hoping  to  have  company 
by  and  by;  fo  he  hafted  oh,  and  in  awhile  the 
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day  broke.  Then  faicl  Chrifian,  He  hath  turned 
the  Shadozv  of  Death , into  the  morning. 

He  now  looked  back,  not  out  of  a defire  to 
return,  but  to  fee  the  dangers  he  had  gone' 
through.  He  feared  them  more  before:  but  he 
faw  them  now  more  clearly,  becaufe  of  the  light 
of  the  day.  And  about  this  time  the  fun  arofe, 
which  was  another  mercy.  For  as  dangerous  as 
the  firh  part  of  the  valley  was,  the  fecond  was 
more  dangerous  hill.  The  tray  from  the  place 
where  he  now  hood,  even  to  the  end,  being  fo 
full  of  fnares,  traps,  and  nets;  and  alfo  of-  pits, 
deep  holes,  and  fhelvings  down,  that,  had  it 
now  been  dark,  he  muft  have  perifhed.  Then' 
faid  he,  His  candle  fiineth  on  my  head,  and,  hy 
his  light,  / go  through  darlnefs. 

In  this  light  he  walked  to  the  end  of  the.* 
valley,  and  came  to  a-fmall  afcent ; from  whence 
looking  forward,  he  faw  Faithful  a little  way 
before  him;  to  whom  Chrfiian  cried,  “ Stay, 
hay,  till  I come  up.”  But  Faithful  anfwered, 
“ No  ; I cannot  hay  for  none  ; . I am  upon  my. 
life  ; the  avenger  of  blood  is  behind  me.” 

At  this  Chrfiian  was  fomewhat  moved,,  and> 
putting  forth  all  his-  hrength,  he  foon  got  up> 
with  Faithful,-  and  outwent  him.  So  the  Jahwaai 
firh.  Then  did  Chrifian  fmile,  becaufe  he  had 
got  the  hart  of  his  brother:  but  not  taking  heed: 
to  his  feet,  he  fuddenly  humbled  and  fell;, 
nor  could  he  rife  again,  till  Faithful  came  to 
help  him. 
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Then  I faw  in  mv  dream,  they  went  lovingly 
on  together,  difcourfing  of  many  things. 

Chr.  How  long  after  me  did  you  flay  in  the 
city  ot  Dcjlruchon  ? 

Faith.  Till  I could  flay  no  longer ; it  being  irt 
every  one’s  mouth,  that  the  city  would  fhortly 
be  deflroyed  with  fire  from  heaven. 

Chr.  But  why  then  did  no  more  of  them  come 
with  you  ? 

Faith.  I do  not  think  they  firmly  believed  it, 
elfe  they  could  not  have  ftaid  there. 

Chr.  Did  you  hear  no  talk  of  neighbour  Pli- 
able ? 

Chr.  O yes : he  is  now  defpifed  of  all.  He 
is  feven  times  worfe  than  if  he  had  never  fet 
out. 

Chr.  But  why  fhould  they  defpife  him,  fince 
they  defpife  the  way  which  he  forfook? 

Faith.  They  fay,  “ O hang  him  : he  is  a turn- 
coat ; he  was  not  true  to  his  profeflion.”  God 
has  f birred,  up  his  enemies  to  hifs  at  him , and 
make  him  a proverb,  becaufe  he  has  forfaktn  the 
way. 

Chr.  Did  you  efcape  the  flough  of  Defpond? 

Faith.  Yes,  but  I met  with  one,  whofe  name 
was  Wanton,  that  had  like  to  have  done  me  a 
mifehief. 

Ckr.  How  did  you  avoid  it? 

Faith.  I remembered  an  old  writing,  which 
faid,  Her  Jieps  take  hold  of  hell.  So  I fhut  my 
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eyes.  Then  fhe  railed  on  me,  and  I went  my 
way. 

Chr.  Did  you  meet  with  no  other  aftault  ? 

Faith.  Yes  : at  the  foot  of  the  hill  Difficulty, 

I met  with  a very  aged  man,  who  afked,  “ If  I 
would  be  content  to  live  with  him?”  I afked 
him  his  name ; he  faid  it  was  Adam  the  Firjc. 

I afked  what  wages  he  would  give  ? He  told  me, 

I fhould  be  his  heir.  Then  I afked,  how  long 
time  he  would, have,  me  live  with  him  ? And  he 
told  me*  “ As  long  as  he  lived  himfelf.” 

Chr.  And  what  conclufion  did  you  come  to  ? 

Faith.  At  firft  I was  inclined  to  go  with  him  ; 
but  looking  on  his  forehead,  I faw  there  writ"  - 
ten,  Put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds, . 

Ghr.  And  how  then  ?. 

Faith.  Thea  it  came  ffrongty  into  my  mind,' 
that  however  he  flattered  me  now,  when  he  got 
me  home  to  his  houfe>  he  would  fell  me  for  a ■ 
{lave.  So  I bade  him  fay  no  more,  for  I would 
not  come  near  the  door  of  his  houfe;  Then  he 
reviled  me  and  faid,  “ He  would  fend  fuch  a 
one  after  me;  as  would  make  my.  way  bitter  to  ■ 
my  foul.”  So  I turned  away  from  him  ; but 
juft  as  I turned,  I felt  him  take  hold  of  my  flefh, 
and  give  me  fuch  a deadly  twitch,  that  I thought 
he,  had  palled  part  of  me  after  him.  This  made 
me  cry,  0 wretched  man ! So  I went  on  up  the: 
hill. 

When  I was  but  half-way  up,  I looked  be-  - 
hind  me  and  faw  one  coming  after  me,  fwift  as  ^ 
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the  wind.  So  foon  as  he  overtook  me,  down 
he  knocked  me,  and  laid  me  for  dead.  When 
I was  come  a little  to  myfelf  I afked  him,  Why 
he  ufed  me  fo  ? He  faid,  for  inclining  to  Adam 
the  Firjl.  And  with  that  he  firuck  me  another 
blow  on  the  breaft,  and  beat  me  down  backward. 
When  I came  to  myfelf  again,  I cried  for  mercy. 
But  he  faid,  “ I know  not  to  Ihew  mercy  ; and 
knocked  me  down  again.  He  had  doubllefs 
made  an  end  of  me  ; but  that  one  came  by,  and 
bade  him  “ forbear/’ 

Chr.  Who  was  he  that  bid  him  forbear  ? 

Faith.  I did  not  know  him  at  firft  ; but  as  he 
went  by,  I faw  the  holes  in  his  hands  and  in  his 
fide. 

Chr.  The  man  that  overtook  you  w'as  Mcfes. 
He  Ipareth  none  that  tranfgrefs  his  law.  But 
did  you  net  fee  the  houfe  on  the  top  of  the  hill? 

Faith.  Yes;  but  it  was  about  noon.  So  I 
pad  by. 

Chr.  Did  you  meet  no  one  in  the  valley  of 
Humiliation  ? 

Faith.  Yes,  I met  with  one  Shame:  but  I 
think  he  bears  the  wrontr  name;  for  I could  not 
get  quit  of  him.  He  would  never  have  done. 

Chr.  Why,  what  did  he  fay  to  you  ? 

Faith.  He  faid,  it  was  a low  mean  thing  to 
mind  religion  ; and  that  a tender  confcience  was 
an  unmanly  thing  : that  few  of  the  mighty,  or 
rich,  or  wife,  regarded  it;  nor  any  of  them,  till 
they,  became  fools ; till  they  were  perfuaded  to 
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venture  the  lofsof  all,  for  no  body  knows  what. 
He  obje&ed  alfo,  the  bafe  and  low  eftate  ofmoft 
of  thofe  who  minded  religion  ; likewife  their  ig- 
norance and  want  of  learning,  yea,  of  natural 
underftanding.  He  faid,  It  was  a fhame  to  fit 
whining  under  a fermon,  and  to  come  fighing 
and  groaning  home:  that  it  was  a fhame  to  afk 
my  neighbour  forgivenefs;  to  make  reftitution, 
if  I had  taken  from  any;  and,  above  all,  to 
renounce  all  the  men  of  credit  and  reputation,  and 
to  confort  only  with  the  poor  and  bafe. 

Chr.  And  what  did  you  fay  ? 

Faith.  I knew  not  what  to  fay  at  firft,  till  it 
came  into  my  mind,  That  which  is  highly  efiee Hi- 
ed of  men , is  had  in  abomination  with  God.  Then' 
I faw  what  God  fays  is  beft,  is  fo,  though  all 
the  men  in  the  world  are  againft  it.  Therefore 
they  who  are  fools  for  Chrifl’s  fake,  are  the 
wife  ft  of  men  ; and  the  poor  man  that  loveth. 
him,  is  richer  than  he  who  hath  thoufands  of 
gold  and  filver.  I then  faid  with  a loud  voice, 
Shame,  depart ! Thou  art  an  enemy  to  my  falva- 
tion.  I am  not  ajliamed  of  the  gojp&l  of  Chri/l ; 
neither  of  his  ways,  nor  of  his  fervants.  I will 
confefs  them  all  before  men.  So  fhall  he  con- 
fefs  me  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

Chr.  Did  you  meet  no  body  elfe  in  the 
valley  ? 

Faith.  No ; for  I had  funfhine  all  the  reft  of 
the  way,  and  alfo  through  the  valley  of  the  Shadow 
of  Death . 
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As  they  went  on.  Faithful  looking  on  one 
fide,  faw  one  walking  at  a diftance.  He  was  a 
tall  man,  and  more  comely  at  a diftance  than  at 
hand.  Faithful accofted  him  in  this  manner: 

Faith,  Friend,  whither  away  ? Are  you  travel- 
ling toward  mount  Zion  ? 

Man.  To  the  very  fame. 

Faith.  I hope  then  we  fhall  have  your  good 
company. 

Man.  With  all  my  heart. 

Faith.  Come  then,  let  us  pafs  the  time  in  dl£- 
courfing  of  things  profitable^ 

Man.  It  is  very  acceptable  to  me  to  talk  of 
good  things.  I am  glad  I have  met  thofe  that 
incline  to  fo  good  a work.  For,  to  fpeak  the 
truth,  there  are  but  few  that  care  thus  to  fpend 
their  time,  but  rather  to  fpeak  of  unprofitable 
things.  And  this  hath  been  a trouble  to  mo. 
For  what  is  fo  pleafant  as  to  talk  of  the  things  of 
God  P Who  would  not  delight  to  talk  of  miracles, 
wonders,  and  figns,  which  are  fo  fweetly  penned 
in  the  holy  fcripture  ? 

Faith.  But,  to  be  profited  by-  the  things  we 
talk  of  fhould  be  our  chief  defign. 

Man.  Without  doubt.  And  what  fo  profitable 
as  to  talk  of  thefe  things  ? Of  the  vanity  of 
earthly  things,  and  the  excellency  of  things 
above  ? Or  more  paiticularly,  of  the  infufficiency 
of  our  own,  and  the  need  of  Chrift’s  righteouf- 
nefs  ? Of  the  neceflity  of  the  new  birth,  repen.- 
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tance,  faith,  and  prayer,  and  alf  the  graces  of  the 
holy  Spirit  ? 

Faith.  I am  glad  to  hear  this  from  you. 

Man.  Alas,  for  want  of  this  it  is  that  fo  few 
underhand  the  nature  of  faith,  and  the  neceflity 
of  an  inward  change,  in  order  to  eternal  lifec 
but  ignorantly  live  in  the  works  of  the  law,  by 
which  no  flefh  can  be  juftified.  But  indeed 
a man  can  receive  nothing  except  it  be  given 
him  from  above.  All  is  of  grace,  not  of 
works. 

Faith.  Well  then,  what  fhall  we  difcourfe  of 
now  ? v 

Man.  What  you  will.  I will  talk  of  things 
heavenly  or  earthly,  things  moral  or  evangelical; 
things  paft  or  to  come ; provided  that  all  be  done 
to  edifying. 

Now  did  Faithful  begin  to  wonder,  and  flop- 
ping to  Chrijhan , faid  foftly,  What  a brave 
companion  have  we  got  ? At  this  Chriflian 
fmiled,  and"  faid,  “ This  man’s  tongue  will  be*- 
guile  twenty-  of  them  that  know  him  not.” 

Faith.  Do  you  know  him  then  P 

Ckr.  Yes,  better  than  he  knows  himfelf.  His  -- 
narae  is  Talkative  ; he  comes  from  our  town  ; his 
religion  lies  in  his  tongue,  but  has  no  place  in  his 
heart. 

Faith.  Then  I am  greatly  deceived  in  him. 

Ckr.  So  you  are.  He  is  one  of  them  that  Jay 
and  do  not.  He  talks  of  faith,  of  prayer,  and  of 
the  new  birth.  But  he  only  talks  of  them.  He 
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hs  the  ftain  and  reproach  of  religion.  It  can 
fcarce  have  a good  word  where  he  lives,  thro’ 
him.  “A  faint  abroad,  (fay  his  neighbours;  and 
a devil  at  home.”  His  life  has  caufed  manv  to 
Humble  and  fall,  and  probably  will  caufe  many 
more. 

Faith.  Well,  I fee  faying  and  doing  are  two 
things. 

Ckr.  Indeed  they  are,  but  poor  Talkative  is  not 
aware  of  this  : he  thinks  hearing  and  faying  will 
make  a good  Chriflian,  and  fo  deceives  his  own 
foul. 

Faith.  I am  not  fo  fond  of  his  company  now. 
But  how  (hall  we  get  rid  of  him  ? 

Chr.  Why,  begin  a ferious  difeourfe  on  the 
power  of  religion : and  when  he  has  approved  of  it, 
(for  that  he  will)  afk  him  plainly,  whether  it  be 
fet  up  in  his  heart , in  his  hoitfe,  and  in  his  conver- 
J'ation  ? 

Then  Faithful  Hepped  forward  again,  and  faid. 
Gome,  what  cheer  ? How  is  it  now  ? 

Talk.  I thank  you,  I thought  we  fhould  have 
had  a great  deal  of  talk  by  this  time. 

Faith.  Well  then,  let  us  begin  ; and  fince  voh 
leave  me  to  chufe  the  queHion,  let  it  be  this? 
How  does  the  faving  grace  of  God  difeover  itfclf, 
when  it  is  in  the  heart  of  man  ? 

Talk.  I perceive  then  our  talk  is  to  be  about- 
the  power  of  things.  Well,  his  a very  good 
quefiion.  Ianfwerthus;  Hrfl,  where  the  grace 
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of  God  is  in  the  heart,  it  caufes  a great  outcry 
againft  fin.  Secondly, — - 

Faith.  Nay,  hold.  Let  us  confider  one  at 
once.  I think  you  Ihould  rather  fay,  it  caufeth 
the  foul  to  abhor  fin. 

Talk.  Why,  what  difference  is  there  between 
crying  out  againft,  and  abhorring  fin  ? 

Faith.  O,  a great  deal.  I have  heard  many 
cry  out  againft  fin,  who  could  abide  it  well  enough 
in  the  heart,  houfe,  and  converfation.  Some 
cry  out  againft  fin,  as  a mother  cries  out  againft 
the  child  in  her  lap  : when  fbe  calls  it  flut  and 
naughty  girl ; arid  then  falls  to  kifling  and  hugging 
it. 

Talk.  You  lie  at  the  catch,  I perceive. 

Faith.  No,  not  I.  I am  only  for  fetting 
matters  right.  But  what  is  the  fecond  thing, 
which  difcovers  a work  of  grace  in  the 
heart  ? 

Talk.  Great  knowledge  of  gofpel  myfteries. 

Faith.  This  fign  fhould  have  heen  firft : but, 
firft  or  laft,  it  is  good  for  nothing.  For  there 
may  be  great  knowledge,  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
gofpel,  and  yet  no  work  of  grace  in  the  heart: 
yea,  though  a man  have  all  knowledge,  he  may 
yet  be  nothing;  and  confequently  no  child  of 
God.  When  Chrift  faid,  Do  ye  know  all  thefe 
things  ? And  the  difciples  anfwered,  yes : he 
faid,  Happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.  He  doth  not 
lay  the  blefting  in  knowing,  but  in  doing  therm 
Therefore  this  fign  alfo  is  not  true. 

Talk, 
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'Talk.  You  lie  at  the  catch  again.  This  is  ncr 
for  edification. 

Faith.  Well,  if  you  pleafe,  mention  any 
other  fign  how  this  work  of  grace  is  dif- 
covered. 

Talk.  Not  I ; for  I fee  we  fhall  not  apree. 

Faith.  Will  you  give  me  leave  to  do  it? 

Talk.  You  may  ufe  your  pleafure. 

Faith.  A work  of  grace  in  the  foul  is  difcoveretF 
to  him  that  has  it  thus  : firft,  He  is  convinced  of 
fin,  efpecially  of  the  entire  corruption  of  his  na- 
ture, and  of  unbelief ; for  which  he  is  con- 
demned already,  and  hath  the  wrath  of  God 
abiding  on  him.  Secondly,  He  receiveth  re- 
demption in  Chrijl' s blood,  the  loregivenefs  of 
fins.  Thirdly,  Being  juftified  by  faith,  he  hath 
that  peace  of  God  which  paffeth  all  underftand-- 
ing.  Fourthly,  He  rejoiceth  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God  ; he  rejoiceth  that  he  hath  now- 
received  the  atonement,  the  Spirit  of  God  bear- 
ing witnefs  with  his  fpirit,  that  he  is  a child  of 
God.  Fifthly,  The  love  of  God  is  fhed  abroad-' 
in  his  heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghofl:  which  is  given’ 
unto  him.  And,  lafily,  Hereby  he  knoweth  he- 
is  of  God,  becaufe  he  keepeth  his  command-- 
ments  and  finneth  not. 

It  is  difcovered  to  others.  1.  By  his  open' 
confeffion  of  thisiaith,  and  peace,  and  joy,  and 
love,  and  power  over  fin.  2.  By  a life  anfwer- 
able  thereto ; by  univerfal  obedience,  by  holi- 
nefs  in  all  manner  of  converfation. 
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Would  you  objedl  any  thing  to  this  ? If  not', 
give  me  leave  to  propofe  a fecond  queftion. 

Talk.  Nay,  propofe  what  you  will. 

Faith.  Do  you  experience  thefe  things  in  your 
own  heart  P And  doth  your  life  anfwer  thereto  ? 
Pray,  fay  no  more  than  your  confcience  can. 
juflify  you  in,  and  what  you  know  God  will  fay 
Amen  to.  For  not  he  that  commendeth  himfelf  is 
approved,  but  whom  the  Lord  commendeth. 

Talk.  This  kind'of  difcourfe  I aid  not  expeft*, 
nor  am  I difpofed  to  anfwer  fuch  queftions.  I 
am  not  bound  to  take  you  for  my  catechizer  ; 
and  I do  not  underhand  why  you  afk  them: 

Faith.  I afk-  them,  becaufe  (to  tell  you  the 
truth)  I have  heard  that  your  religion  lies  in  talk  ; 
that  your  life  gives1  the  lie  to  your  profeffion  ; that 
you  are  a fpot  amorig  Chriflians  ; and,  by  your  un- 
holy converfirtion,  bring  a reproach  on  that  wor- 
thy name  whereby  we  are  called: 

Talk.  Since  you  judge  fo  raflily,  and  are  fo 
ready  to  take  up  evil  reports,  you  are  not  com- 
pany for  rile  ; fo  farewel. 

Then  came  up  Chrijlian,  and  faid,  I told  you 
bow  it  would  be.  You  did  well  to  fpeak  plainly. 
I wifh  all  men  would  deal  with  fuch  men  as  you 
have  done,  and  then  either  they  would  them- 
felves  come  to  be  truly  religious,  or  the  company 
of  thofe  that  are  fo  would  be  too  hot  for  them. 

While  he  was  yet  fpeaking,  they  faw  Evan - 
gdijl  coming  after  them,  who  foon  overtook 
them,  and  faid,  “ Peace  be  unto  you.  How 
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hath  it  fared  with  you,  my  friends,  fince  the 
time  of  our  laft  parting  ?” 

Then  Chrijhan  and  Faithful  told  him  of  all 
things  that  had  happened  to  them  on  the  way. 

Evan.  I am  glad  that  in  all  things  ye  are  more- 
than  conquerors.  1 have  fowed,  and  ye  have 
reaped  ; and  the  day  is  coming,  when  both  he 
that  fowed,  and  they  that  reaped,  fhall  rejoice 
together;  that  is,  if  ye  endure  to  the  end.  For 
in  due  time  ye  fhall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not. 

“ My  fons,  you  have  heard  in  the  words  of 
the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  that  ye  muft,  thro'  much 
tribulation,  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Therefore  you  cannot  expect  to  go  long  on  your 
pilgrimage,  without  meeting  that  whereto  ye  are 
called.  You  have  found  fomething  of  the  truth 
of  thefe  teftimonies  already,  and  more  will  foon 
follow.  For  you  wull  come  to  a tow-n  by  and  by,, 
where  you  will  be  hard  befeL  with  enemies.  But 
be  ye  faithful  unto  death,  faith  the  Lord,  and  I 
will  give  you  a crown  of  life.'’ 

Then  I faw  in  my  dream,  that  alrnoft  as  foon 
he  had  left  them,  they  came  in  fight  of  a town- 
called  Vanity,  where  a great  fair  is  kept  all  the 
year  long,  called  Vanity-fair. 

At  this  fair  are  fold  houfes,  lands,  trade, 
places,  honours,  preferments,  titles,  countries, 
kingdoms ; delights  of  all  forts,  wives,  hufbands, 
children,  mailers,  fervants,  filver,  gold,  preci- 
ous Hones,  blood,  lives,  bodies  and  fouls  of  men. 
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Moreover,  here  are  at  all  times  to  be  feen 
jugglings,  cheats,  games,  plays,  fools,  knaves, 
and  thofe  of  every  kind.  Here  are  to  be  feen 
too,  and  that  for  nothing,  extortion,  rapine,  re- 
venge, thefts,  murders,  adulterers,  falfe  fwearers, 
and  that  of  a blood-red  colour. 

Now  the  way  to  mount  Zion  lies  juft  thro’  the 
place  where  this  fair  is  kept ; and  he  that  would 
not  go  thro’  this  fair,  muft  needs  go  out  of  the 
world.  Hither  therefore  Chriftian  and  Faithful 
came ; but  no  fooner  did  they  appear,  than  all 
'the  people  in  the  fair  were  moved,  and  the  town 
itfclf  was  in  an  uproar;  and  that  for  feveral  rea- 
fons : for,  1.  Their  raiment  was  quite  different 
from  that  of  any  that  traded  in  the  fair.  2.  So 
was  their  fpeech  ; for  they  fpoke  the  language  of 
Canaan,  which  few  there  underftood  : fo  that 
from  one  end  of  the  fair  to  the  other,  the  mcn 
of  the  fair  and  they  feemed  barbarians  to  each 
! other:  and,  3.  They  fet  light  by  all  that  was 
fold  there  ; they  cared  not  fo  much  as  to  look 
1 upon  it;  and  if  any  called  to  them,  they  looked 
up  and  cried,  Turn  azvay  my  eyes  from  beholding 
• vanity. 

To  one  who  mocking,  afked  them,  “ What 
will  you  buy?”  They  anfwered,  “ We  buy  the 
truth.”  At  that  the  uproar  increafed  ; fome 
[|  taunting,  fome  railing,  and  fome  calling  upon 
| others  to  fmite  them.  Now  was  word  brought  to 
the  great  one  of  the  fair,  who  fent  fome  of  his 
trufty  friends,  to  enquire  what  thefe  men  were. 
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So  they  were  brought  before  him  and  -arked. 
Whence  they  came  P Whither  they  went,  arul 
what  they  did  there  in  fuch  an  unufual  garb  ? 
The  men  anfwered,  “ /That  they  were  Grangers 
and  pilgrims  in  the  world  ; that  they  were  going 
to  their  own  country;  and  that  they  had  given 
no  occafion  to  the  men  of  the  town  thus  to  abufe 
and  flop  them  in  their  journey.”  But  the  exa- 
miners faid,  “ Either  they  were  ftark  mad,  or 
that  they  came  on  purpofe  to  put  all  things  into 
confufton.”  Therefore  they  took  them,  and  be- 
fmeared  them  with  dirt,  and  then  put  them  in'o 
the  cage,  to  be  a fpeclacle  to  all.  But  the  men 
being  patient,  and  not  rendering  railing  for  rail- 
ing, but  contrarywife  bleflittg,  fome  lefs  prejudtc-  ,] 
ed  men  began  to  check  the  bafer  fort,  for  their  ' 
continual  abufes  to  them.  Thefe  flew  at  them 
again,  telling  them  they  were  as  bad  as  the  men  j 
in  the  cage,  and  ought  to  be  put  with  them.  7 he 
others  replied.  “ That,  for  ought  they  could 
fee,  the  men  meant  no  body  any  harm  ; and  that  ] 
there  were  many  in  the  fair  who  deferred  to  be 
puni fiied  more  than  thofe  they  thus  abided. 
After  many  words,  they  fell  to  blows  among 
themfelves.  Then  were  thefe  two  examined 
again,  and  charged  with  being  the  authors  of  all 
this  mifchief.  So  they  beat  them,  and  led  them 
in  chains  up  and  down  the  fair,  for  a terror  to 
others,  leaft  they  fhould  again  fpeak  in  their  be- 
half. But  Chrijhan  and  Fu:thju!  behaved  vet 
-naore  wifely,  and  received  all  the  contempt  that 
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was  put  upon  them  with  fuch  meeknefs,  that  it  won 
to  their  fide  feveral  of  the  men  in  the  fair.  This 
put  the  others  into  aftill  greater  rage,  fo  that  they 
eoncluded  upon  their  death.  Mean  while  they 
remanded  thenHo  the  cage,  and  made  their  feet 
faff  in  the  flocks. 

When  a convenient  time  was'  come,  they 
were  brought  forth,  and  arraigned.  TTe  judge’s 
name  was  Lord  Hategood.  The  fubftance  of  their 
indiftment  was  this  “ That  they  were  enemies 
to,  and  difiurbers  of  their  trade;  that  they  had 
made  commotions  and  divifions  in  the  town, 
and  won  over  fome  to  their  own  peftilent  opi- 
nions. 

The  firfl  witnefs  againfl  Faithful  was  Envy, 
who  fpoke  to  this  effect.  “ My  Lord,  this  man 
is  one  of  the  vileft  men  in  our  country.  He  nei- 
ther regards  prince  nor  people,  law  nor  cufloms  ; 
but  is  continually  turning  the  world  npfi.de  down. 
And  I myfelf  heard  him  affirm,  that  the  cufloms 
of  our  town  and  Chriftianity  could  nct.be  recon- 
ciled/’ 

They  then  called  Superjhtion,  who  fpake  thus  : 
“ My  Lord,  I have  not  much  knowledge  of  this 
man,  neither  doT  defire  it ; but  this  I know,  that 
that  he  is  a peftilent  fellow,  and  of  very  danger- 
ous principles.  I heard  him  fay,  that  our  reli- 
gion was  naught,  and  fuch  as  it  was  impoffible  to 
pleafe  God  by.  And  your  lordfhip  very  well 
knows,  what  muff  follow  from  thence  : that  we 
worfhip  in  vain,  and  ate  flill  in  our  fins.” 
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'1  hen  was  Pickthank  called,  and  depofed  a3 
follows : 

“ My  Lord,  I have  heard  this  fellow  rail  on 
our  noble  prince  Beelzebub ; vea  and  fpeak  con- 
temptuoufly  of  his  mod  honou.rable  friends : nav, 
he  hath  not  been  afraid  to  rail  on  you,  my  Lord, 
tn  the  fame  terms,  with  which  he  has  befpattered 
mod  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  our  town.” 

The  judge  then  faid,  thou  traitor,  had  thou 
•heard  what  thefe  honed  gentlemen  have  witneff- 
cd  againd  thee  ? 

O 

Faith.  May  I fpeak  a few  words  P 

Judge.  Sirrah,  thou  deferved  to  be  flain  im- 
mediately upon  the  place  ; but  that  all  men  may 
fee  our  gentlenefs  to  thee,  we  will  hear  what 
thou  had  to  fay. 

Faith.  I fay,  that  all  the  cudoms  of  this  place 
are  datly  oppofite  to  the  word  of  God : that  your 
worlhip,  being  void  both  of  faith  and  love,  is  an 
abomination  to  the  Lord  ; and  that  your  prince 
with  all  his  attendants,  are  only  fit  for  that  hell 
which  is  prepared  of  old  for  him  and  his  angels. 

Judg.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have  heard 
this  man’s  own  confeflion.  What  think  ye? 

Jury.  We  are  all  agreed.  Ke  is  guilty  of 
death. 

Immediately  after,  fentence  was  pad,  they 
brought  him  out,  to  do  with  him  according  to 
their  law.  And,  after  they  had  fcourged  him, 
and  buffeted  him,  they  tied  him  to  a duke,  and 
then  burnt  him  to  afhes. 
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Now  I faw  that  the  re  hood  behind  the  multi- 
tude a chariot  and  horfes  waiting  for  Faithful , 
who  (To  foon  as  the  earthly  tabernacle  was  diflblv- 
ed)  was  ftraightway  carried  therein  thro’  the 
clouds.  But  Chrifian  was  remanded  to  prifon, 
and  fliortly  after  difcharged ; he  that  hath  the 
hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hand,  over-ruling;  the  ma- 
lice  of  his  enemies. 

But  he  went  not  forth  alone  ; for  one,  whole 
name  was  Hopeful,  (having  been  won  by  their 
meeknefs  and  patience  in  buffering)  refolved  to 
accompany  him  wherever  he  went.  He  alfo  told 
Chrijlian,  that  there  were  many  more  of  the' men 
in  the  fair,  that  would  take  their  time  and  follow 
after. 

So  they  went  on  without  flopping  or  looking 
behind  them,  till  they  came  to  a picafant  plain, 
called  EaJ'e\  but  it  was  narrow,  fo  that  they  were 
quickly  over  it.  On  the  farther  fide  was  a little 
hill,  called  Lucre,  and  in  that  hill  a fdver  mine, 
which  many  who  went  that  way,  had  former!/ 
turned  afide  to  fee  : but  the  ground  breakhu  hi 
with  them,  they  miferably  perifhed.'  A little 
way  olf,  over  againft  if,  flood  one,  who  called 
to  Chrifian  and  his  fellow,  “ Ho  ! turn  afide 
hither,  and  I will  (hew  you  a thing.” 

Chr.  For  what  thing  fliould  we  turn  out  of  our 
wav  ? 

Man.  Here  is  a mine  of  filver.  Come  and 
fee. 

Hope.  Let  us  go  and  fee  it. 

Vol.  IX.  E Chr. 
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Chr.  Not  I.  I have  heard  of  this  place  before, 
and  how  many  have  been  flain  here;  that  trea- 
fure  is  a fnare  to  them  that  feek  it,  and  hindretk 
them  in  their  pilgrimage. 

Man.  Will  you  not  come  over  and  fee  ? 

Chr.  Danas,  I know  thee,  who  thou  art, 
Thpu  art  an  enemy  to  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord. 
Thou  haft  been  already  condemned  for  turning 
afide  from  his  way.  And  wouldeft  thou  bring  us 
into  the  fame  condemnation  ? Rather  fhall  thy 
money  perifh  with  thee.  So  they  went  their 
way. 

Now  I faw  that  on  the  other  fide  of  the  plain, 
flood  an  old  monument,  at  the  fight  of  which 
they  were  furprifed  ; for  it  feemed  as  if  it  had 
been  a woman  transformed  into  a pillar.  For 
fome  time  they  could  not  tell  what  to  make  of  it, 
till  they  efpied  a writing  upon  the  head,  which 
was,  Remember  Lot's  itife.  Ah,  my  brother,  faid 
Chrijhan,  this  is  a feafonable  fight.  Had  we 
gone  over  to  view  the  hill  Lucre,  we  had,  for 
ought  I know,  been  made  like  this  woman  a 
fpefiacle  to  all  generations. 

Hope.  How  juftly  might  I have  been  as  fhe 
is ! She  only  looked  back  ; and  I defired  to  go 
and  fee.  I am  afhamed  ftich  a thought  fhould  be 
in  my  heart. 

Chr.  Let  us  take  notice  of  what  we  fee  here, 
for  our  help  in  time  to  come.  This  woman  ef- 
caped  one  judgment ; for  fne  fell  not  in  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  Sodom ; yet  fne  was  deftroyed  by 
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another.  She  was  turned,  as  we  fee,  into  a pil- 
lar of  fait. 

I faw  then  that  they  went  on  their  way  to  a 
pleafant  river,  which  David  calleth,  The  river  of 
God , but  John , the  river  of  the  water  of  life.  Now 
their  way  lay  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Here 
they  walked  with  great  delight ; they  drank  alfo 
of  the  water  of  the  river,  which  was  enlivening 
to  their  weary  fpirits.  And  on  the  banks  on  ei- 
ther fide,  were  green  trees  lor  all  manner  of  fruit ; 
and  the  leaves  were for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 
On  each  fide  of  the  river  was  alfo  a meadow,  cu- 
rioufly  beautified  with  flowers;  audit  was  green 
all  the  year  long.  In  this  they  lay  down  and 
flept;  for  here  they  might  lie  down  fafely  : but 
being  not  yet  at  their  journey’s  end,  after  a fhort 
time  they  departed. 

They  had  not  journied  far,  before  the  river 
and  the  way  divided  from  each  other.  At  this 
they  were  not  a little  forry  ; yet  they  durlt  not 
go  out  of  the  way.  The  path  now  grew  more 
and  more  rough,  and  their  feet  were  tender  with 
travelling.  So  the  fouls  of  the  pilgrims  were 
much  difeouraged,  by  reafon  of  the  way.  Now 
a little  before  them  there  was  a meadow  on  the 
left  hand,  and  a fhle  to  go  over  into  it.  Then 
faid  Chrifian,  if  this  meadow  lies  along  by  our 
way -fide  let  us  go  into  it.  He  went  to  fee, 
and  a path  lay  along  by- the  way,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  fence.  “ :Tis  as  I wifhed,  faid  Chrif- 
E 2 tian ; 
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tian;  here  is  a fmooth  path;  come  let  us_  go 
over.” 

Hope.  But  how  if  it  fhould  lead  ns  out  of  the 
way  ? 

Chr.  Nay,  look,  does  it  not  go  along  by  the 
road-lide  ? So  Hopeful  went  after  him  over  the 
ftile.  When  they  were  gone  over,  they  found 
the  path  very  eafy  for  their  feet;  and  withal,  they 
faw  one  walking  before  them.  They  called  and 
alked  him,  Whither  that  way  led  ? He  faid,  to 
mount  Zion.  Look  there,  faid  Ckriftian.  Did 
I not  tell  you  fo  ? So  they  followed,  and  he  went 
before  them;  but  the  night  coming  on,  they  foon 
loft  fight  of  him. 

He  that  went  before  ( Vain-confijence  bv  name) 
not  feeing  the  way,  (for  it  was  very  dark)  fell 
into  a deep  pit,  which  was  dug  there  on  pur- 
pofe,  and  was  dallied  to  pieces  with  his  fall. 

Now  they  heard  him  fall,  and  called  to  know 
what  was  the  matter  ; but  there  was  none  to  an- 
fwer,  except  with  groans.  Then  faid  Hope- 
ful, Where  are  we  now?  But  ChriJHan  was 
filent,  fearing  he  had  led  him  out  of  the  way. 
And  now  it  began  to  thunder  and  lighten,  and 
rain ; and  the  waters  in  the  meadow  rofe  amain. 

Then  Hopeful  groaned  in  himfelf,  and  faid, 
O that  I had  kept  on  my  way ! 

Chr.  Who  would  have  thought  that  this  path 
fhould  have  led  us  out  of  the  way  ? 

Hope.  I was  afraid  at  firft,  and  fhould  have 
fpoke  plainer,  but  that  you  are  older  than  I. 

Chr 
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Chr.  I am  forry  I brought  you  out  of  the 
way.  But  we  mull  not  fland  ft-ill.  Let  us  go 
back. 

Hope.  Let  me  go  before. 

Chr.  No.  I led  you  out  of  the  way.  If  there 
•be  any  danger,  let  me  be  firft  therein. 

Hope.  Nay,  you  lhall  not  go  firll ; for  your 
mind  being  troubled,  may  bring  you  out  of  the 
way  again.  But  by  this  time  the  waters  were 
greatly  rifen,  fo  that  the  way  was  very  danger- 
ous. Yet  they  refolved  to  go  as  far  as  they 
could.  But  it  was  fo  dark,  and  the  flood  fo 
high,  that  they  could  not,  with  all  the  {kill  they 
had,  get  again  to  the  Bile  that  night.  Where- 
fore, at  laid  they  fat  down  under  a tree  till  day 
fhould  break;  but  being  weary,  they  fell  afleep. 
Now  there  was  not  far  off  a caflle  called  Doubt - 
ing-cajlle,  the  owner  whereof  was  giant  Dejpair , 
who  rifing  early  in  the  morning,  and  walking 
out,  found  Clirijlian  and  Hopeful  afleep  in  his 
ground.  With  a furly  voice,  he  bid  them  awake, 
and  afked,  whence  they  came,  and  what  they 
did  there  ? They  told  him  they  were  pilgrims 
that  had  loft  their  way.  Then  faid  the  giant, 
you  have  trefpafled  upon  my  ground,  and  there- 
fore muft  go  along  with  me.  So  he  drove 
them  before  him  into  his  caftle,  and  caft  them 
into  a dark  and  difmal  dungeon,  where  they  funk 
in  the  mire  and  dirt.  And  here  they  lay,  with- 
out bread,  or  water,  or  light,  or  anv  to  care  for, 
or  comfort  them. 

^3 
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The  next  morning  the  giant  eame  to  them 
again,  and  beat  them  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
they  were  fcarcely  able  to  help  themfelveSj  cr 
to  turn  themfelves  upon  the  floor ; then  he  left 
them  to  bewail  their  mifery,  and  to  mourn  under 
their  diftrefs : fo  that  all  that  day  they  fpent  their 
time  in  nothing  but  frghs  and  bitter  lamentations. 

1 he  day  following  he  returned,  and  perceiving 
them  to  be  fore  with  the  blows  they  had  re- 
ceived, he  told  them,  that  fince  they  were  never 
hkelv  to  efcape,  their  bed  way  was  to  put  an  end 
10  their  trouble  at  once.  “ For  what  good-,”  faid 
he,  “ will  life  do  you?  It  is  only  heaping  fol- 
low upon  farrow.”  fie  then  left  them  to  confider 
what  to  do  ; and  they  began  confuting  together 
as  follows. 

Ckr.  Brother,  what  fhall  we  do  ? Is  it  better 
to  live  thus,  or  to  die  out  of  hand  ? In  truth, 
my  foal  e/ufet/i  /hang  ling  rather  than  life , and 
the  grave  is  eafier  for  me  than  this  dungeon. 

Hope.  Why,  deatli  would  be  far  more  welcome 
to  me,  than  to  abide  thus  for  ever.  But  yet  let 
us  confider,  our  Lord  has  faid,  thou  fhalt  do  no 
murder  : and  if  we  are  forbidden  to  kill  another, 
much  more  to  kill  ourfelves  : for  he  that  kills 
another,  kills  only  his  body ; but  he  that  kills 
him  felt',  kills  both  body  and  foul.  Befiaes, 
you  talk  of  cafe  in  the  grave  : but  have  you  for- 
got the  hell  whither  murderers  go  ? And  let  us 
confider  again,  that  all  the  law  is  not  in  the  hand 
of  giant  De/pair.  Others.  I underfland,  have 

been 
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been  taken  by  him  as  well  as  we  ; and  yet  have 
efcaped  out  ol  his  hands.  Who  knows  but  God 
may  ftrike  him  with  death  ? Or  that  fometime 
he  may  forget  to  lock  us  in  ? For  my  part,  I am 
refolved  to  take  heart,  and  ,to  try  the  utmoft  to 
get  from  under  his  hand.  However,  let  us  en- 
dure awhile.  The  time  of  releafe  may  come  : 
and  if  not,  whatever  God  permits,  let  us.  not  be 
our  own  murderers. 

Toward  evening  the  giant  came  again,  to  fee 
if  bis  prifoners  had  taken  his  counfel.  But  find- 
ing them  alive,  he  fell  into  a grievous  rage,  and 
told  them,  fince  they  would  not  obey  him,  it 
fhould  be  far  worfe  with  them  than  if  they  hack 
never  been  born. 

He  went  back,  and  they  began  to  confult  again, 
whether  they  fhould  take  his  advice  or  no?  Clirif- 
tian  feemed  to  incline  to  it  again  : but  Hopeful 
replied  as  follows-  : 

“ My  brother,  remembreft  thou  not,  how  va- 
liant thou  haft  been  heretofore  ? Apollyon  could 
not  deftroy  thee,  nor  all  thou  didft  meet  in  the 
valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death.  What  h'ardfirips 
haft  thou  already  gone  through  ? And  art  thou 
now  nothing  but  fears  ? Thou  feeft  I am  in  the 
duncreon  as  well  as  thou:  alfo  the  Hant  has  wound- 

O 

ed  me  as  much  as  thee.  He  hath  cut  off  the 
bread  and  water  from  my  mouth  too ; and  I too 
mourn  without  the  light.  However,  in  our  pa- 
tience let  us  poffefs  our  folds.  Who  knows  how 
foon  a change  may  come  ?” 
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The  next  morning  Hie  giant  took  them  into 
the  cafile-yard,  and  {hewed  them  the  bones  and 
{culls  with  which  it  was  flrewed.  “ Thefe,  faid 
he,  were  once  pilgrims  as  you  are,  and  they  tref- 
pafTed  on  my  ground;  and,  when  I faw  fit,  I 
fore  them  in  pieces,  as  within  ten  days  I will 
do  you,  get  you  down  till  then  into  your  dun- 
geon,” So  he  drove  them  back,  and  flrut  them 
m . 

That  night,  about  midnight,  they  began  to 
pray,  and  continued  in  prayer  till  near  break  of 

day. 

Now,  a little  before  it  was  day,  Chrijtian  as  in 
amaze,  broke  out,  “ What  a fool  am  I to  con- 
tinue in  this  noifome  dungeon,  when  1 may  as 
well  walk  at  liberty  ? I haye  a key  in  my  bofom, 
called  Promije,  that  will,  I am  perftiaded  open 
any  lock  in  Doubtifig-dajllrP  “ That  faid  Hope- 
ful, is  good  news  indeed ; pluck  it  out  of  thy 
bofom  and  try.” 

Then  Chrifiian  tried  it  at  the  dungeon  door, 
whole  bolt  (as  he  turned  the  key)  gave  back,  and 
the  door  flew  open  with  cafe.  They  went  next 
to  the  outward  door  that  leads  into  the  caflle- 
yard,  and,  with  this  key,  opened  that  door  alfo. 
The  iron  gate  W2s  next : but  that  lock  went  very 
hard.  Yet  in  awhile  did  the  key  open  it:  fo 
they  flopped  not  till  they  came  to  the  king’s 
highway,  where  they  were  out  of  the  giant’s 
jurifdiflion. 
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Then  they  went  on  till  they  came  to  the  De- 
ferable Mountains,  where  were  gardens  and  or- 
chards, and  vineyards,  and  fountains  of  water : 
here  they  drank  and  wafhed  themfelves,  and  did 
freely  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  vineyards.  Now 
there  were  on  the  top  of  thefe  mountains,  fhep- 
herds  feeding  their  flocks  by  the  way-fide.  The 
pilgrims  therefore  went  to  them,  and  afked, 
whofe  mountains  are  thefe  ? And  whofe  are  the 
fheep  that  feed  upon  them  ? 

Shepherd.  Thefe  mountains  zreT/nmanuel  s land, 
and  they  are  within  fight  of  his  city.  And  the 
fheep  that  feed  here  are  his  alfo,  and  he  laid 
down  his  life  for  them. 

Chr.  Is  there  any  relief  in  this  place  for  pil- 
grims that  are  weary  and  faint  in  the  way  ? 

Shep.  The  lord  of  thefe  mountains  has  given 
a charge,  not  to  be  forgetful  to  alter  tain  fir  anger  sr 
“ Therefore  the  good  of  the  place  is  before  you.'' 
So  they  took  them  by  the  hand,  and  led  them 
to  their  tents.  After  a fhort  refrefhment,  (it  be- 
ing now  late)  they  all  betook  them  to  their 
reft. 

In  the  morning  they  called  up  Chriflian  and 
Hopeful  to  walk  with  them  upon  the  mountains. 
So  they  went  forth  and  walked  with  them,  hav- 
ing a pleafant  profpeft  on  every  fide.  From 
thence  they  led  them  to  the  top  of  a hill  called 
Error,  which  was  very  fteep  on  the  further  fide,, 
and  bid  them  look  down  to  the  bottom.  They 
E ,5  looked. 
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looked  down,  and  faw  at  the  bottom  feveral  men 
cl  a filed  to  pieces  by  a fall  from  the  top.  Then 
fetid  Chrijlian,  who  are  thefe  ? “ Have  you  not 
heard,”  faid  the  fhepherds,  “ of  them  that  were 
iitadc  to  err,  by  hearkening  to  Hymenceus  and 
Philetus,  concerning  the  refurre£tion  of  the  bo- 
dy ? Thefe  that  you  fee  lie  dallied  in  pieces  are 
they;  and  they  continue  tinburied  to  this  day, 
for  an  example  to  others,  that  they  clamber  not 
too  high,  nor  come  too  near  the  brink  of  this 
mountain.” 

* Then  I faw  in  my  dream,  that  the  fhepherds 
had  them  to  another  place,  where  was  a door  in 
the  fide  of  a hill.  They  opened  the  door  and 
bad  them  look  in.  They  looked,  and  faw  that 
it  was  very  dark  and  fmoaky  ; alfo  they  heard  a 
roaring  ncife,  as  of  fire,  and  cries  and  groans, 
as  of  men  in  torment.  Then  faid  Chrijlian , what 
means  this  ? This,  anfwered  the  fhepherds,  is  a 
bye-way  to  hell;  away  thathvpocritesgo,  and  thefe 
that  did  run  well,  but  do  not  endure  to  the  end. 
Then  faid  the  pilgrims,  looking  on  each  other, 
Hre  have  need  to  cry  to  the Jlrong  for  Jlrength . 
“ True,”  faid  the  fhepherds,  “ and  you  have  need 
to  life  it  when  you  have  it  too.” 

When  they  were  about  to  depart,  one  of  the 
fhepherds  gave  them  a note  of  the  way.  An- 
other bid  them,  “Beware  of  the  flatterer.”  The 
third  faid,  “ Sleep  not  on  inchanted  ground.” 
So  they  went  down  the  mountains,  along  the 
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highway.  Now  a little  below  the  mountains,  on 
the  left-hand,  lies  the  country  of  Conceit-,  Irom 
which  country  a little  crooked  lane  runs  into 
the  way  where  the  pilgrims  walked.  Here  they 
met  with  a very  brifk  young  man,  who  came  out 
of  that  country  his  name  was  Ignorance.  So 
Chrijlian  allied , “ Whence  he  came,  and  whither 
he  was  going  ?” 

Ignorance.  Sir,  I was.  born  in  the  country 
that  lies  on  the.  left-hand,  and  am  going  to  mount 
Zion.. 

‘Ckr.  And  how  do  you  think  to  get  there  ? 

Ign.  As  other  good  people  do. 

C/ir.  But  what  have  you  to  {hew  at  the  gate, 
that  it  may  be  opened  to  you  ? 

Ign.  Why,  I do  no  harm.-  I. pay  every  man 
his  own.  I work  hard  for  an  honelf.  living.  I 
fay  my  prayers*  and  keep  my  church,  and  go  to 
the  facrament,  and  do  what  good  I can. 

Chr.  But  yo.u  came  not . in  at  the  ifrait  gate. 
You  came  in  through  that  crooked  lane  ; and 
therefore  lfear,  whatever  you  think  of  yourfelf, 
you  will  at  that,  day  be  judged  a thief  and  .a 
robber. 

Ign.  Gentlemen,  you  are  Grangers  tc»  me  ; be 
content  to  follow;  the  religion  of  your  country, 
and  I will  follow  that  irr  which  1 was  born  and 
bred.  I won’t  leave  the  church.  As  for  the 
gate  you  talk  of,  all  the  world  knows,  it  is  a- 
great  way  off  our  country.  I cannot  think  that 
any  men  in  all  our  parts  do  fo  much  as  knew  the 
E 6 way. 
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way  to  it;  nor  need  they  matter,  fince we  have 
a fine  green  lane,  at  you  fee,  that  comes  ftraight 
down  into  the  way 

Chr.  This  man  is  wife  in  his  own  conceit. 
There  is  more  hope  of  a fool  than  ofhim. 

Hope.  Perhaps  we  ftiould  not  fay  all  to  him  a1: 
once,  let  us  pafs  on,  and  fpeak  to  him  again  by 
and  by. 

So  they  went  on,  and  Ignorance  came  after. 
When  they  hadpafl  him  a little  way,  they  came 
into  a very  dark  lane,  where  they  met  a man 
whom  feven  devils  had  bound  with  feven  ftrong 
cords,  and  were  carrying  back  to  the  door  on  the 
fide  of  the  hill.  On  his  back  was  a paper  with 
this  infeription,  Thejuji  frail  line  by  faith  ; but  if 
he  di  aw  back,  ray  foul  fiall  have  no  pleafure  in 
him. 

This  puts  me  in  mind,  faid  Chrifian,  of  what 
happened  to  a pilgrim  here,  whofe  name  was 
Litilefcdth.  At  the  entrance  of  this  paflage 
there  comes  down,  from  Broacl-way  Gate,  a lane, 
called  Deadman  s-Lane.  This  Little-Faith  chanc- 
ed to  fit  down  there,  and  fell  afleep.  Three 
brothers,  Faintheart,  Miflruf,  and  Guilt,  were 
juft  then  coming  down  that  lane  as  he  awaked, 
and  was  getting  up  to  go  on  his  journey.  They 
immediately  called  to  him  to  ftand,  and  bid  him 
deliver  what  he  had  ; which  he  not  doing  readily, 
Faintheart  and  Miflruf  ftepped  up  and  took  it 
from  him.  He  then  cried  out,  Thieves  ; on 
which  Miflruf},  with  a sweat  club,  ftruck  him  on 
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the  head,  and  felled  him  to  the  ground  : but  juft 
then  hearing  fome  that  were  upon  the  road,  and 
fearing  it  might  be  one  Great-Grace,  they  left 
Little-Faith  to  fhift  for  himfelf,  and  fled  away 
with  all  fpeed. 

Hope.  Doubtlefs  thefe  three  fellows  were  mere 
cowards,  or  they  would  not  fo  foon  have  run 
‘away.  Methinks  Little-Faith  might  -have 
flood  one  brufh  with  them,  if  he  had  yielded 
at  laft. 

Chr.  Few  have  found  them  cowards.  They 
once  fet  upon  me-,  and  though  I was  cloathed 
in  armour  of  proof,  I found  it  hard  work  to  quit 
myfelf  like  a man.  No  man  knows  what  a com- 
bat that  is,  but  he  that  has  been  engaged  in  it 
himfelf. 

Hope.  Well,  but  they  ran  away  as  foon  as  they 
only  fuppofed  that  Great-Grace  was  a coming. 

Chr.  No  marvel  ; for  he  is  the  King’s  cham- 
pion. But  all  the  King’s  fubjefts  are  not  his 
champions ; nor  can  they,  in  the  day  of  trial, 
do  fuch  feats  of  war  as  he. 

Liope.  l would  I had  been  Great-Grace  for  their 
fakes. 

Chr.  If  it  had  been  he,  he  might  have  had  his 
hands  full.  For  I muft  tell  you,  although  he  can 
deal  with  them  as  long  as  he  keeps  them  at 
fword’s  point ; yet  if  ever  they  get  within 
him,  it  will  go  hard  but  they  will  give  him  a fore 
fall. 
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Befides,  their  King  is  always  at  their  call, 
ready  to  come  to  their  help.  And  of  him  it  is 
faid,  The  fword  of  him  that  layeth  at  him , cannot 
hold  the  /pear,  the  dart,  nor  the  habergeon.  He 
efeemeth  iron  as Jlraw,  and  brafs  as  rotten  wood. 
Darts  are  counted  as  flubble.  He  laugheth  at  the 
Jhaking  of  the fpear. 

When  therefore  we  hear  of  fuch  robbers  as 
thefe,  it  behoveth  us  to  go  out  well  harueffed, 
and  be  fure  to  have  a good  fhield ; for  indeed  if 
that  be  wanting,  they  fear  us  not  at  all : there- 
fore he  that  hath  fkill  hath  faid,  Above  all,  tale 
the  f add  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  fiall  be  able  to 
quench  all  the  fiery  darts  oj  the  wicked. 

:Tis  good  alfo  that  rve  defire  the  King,  that 
he  would  go  with  us  himfelf;  and  then  we  need 
not  be  afraid  if  thoufands  had  fet  themfelves 
againft  us  round  about:  but  without  him  the 
proud  helpers  fiallfall  under  the flam. 

So  they  went  on  till  they  came  to  a place 
where  they  faw  a way  put  itfelf  into  their  way, 
which  feemed  to  lie  as  flraight  as  the  other,  in.- 
fomuch  that  they  knew’  not  which  to  take.  As 
they  were  landing  to  confider,  a man  of  black 
flefh,  but  covered  with  a very  light  robe,  came 
finding  to  them,  and  lovingly  afked,  “ Why  do 
you  Hand  here  ?”  They  anfwered,  “ We  are 
going  to  mount  Zion,  but  know  not  which  of 
thefe  ways  to  take.”  “ I am  glad,  faid  the  man, 
you  are  of  fo  good  a mind.  Few’  men  are  fo 
wife  ai  you.  Follow  me,  my  dear  friends,  and 

I will 
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will  fliew  you  the  way.  Such  as  you  defer ve 
to  be  honoured  of  all  men.”  So  they  followed 
him,  till,  by  little  and  little  the  way  turned,  and 
their  faces  were  fet  toward  the  city  of  DeflruBion. 
And  before  they  were  aware,  they  were  got 
within  the  compafs  of  a net,  which  he  drew 
upon  them  and  held  them  fall.  The  white 
robe  then  fell  ofF  the  black  man’s  back ; and 
they  faw  where  they  were,  but  could  not 
efcape. 

Then  faid  Chriftian,  I fee  my  error  now. 
Did  not  the  fhepherds  tell  us  to  beware  of  the 
flatterer  ? How  true  is  that  word,  A man  that 
flatter  eth  his  neighbour,  fpreadeth  a net  for  his 
feet! 

Hope.  They  alfo  gave  us  a note  of  direction 
about  the  way  ; but  we  forgot  to  read  it,  elfe  we 
fhould  have  kept  ourfllves  from  the  paths  of  the 
deflroyer.  Thus  they  lay  bewailing  themfelves 
in  the  net,  when  they  faw  a fhining  one  coming 
toward  them,  with  a whip  of  fmall  cords  in  his 
hand.  He  aflced,  What  do  ye  here  ? They 
anfwered,  We  were  led  out  of  the  way  by  a 
black  man  cloathed  in  white.  He  is  a flatterer, 
faid  he,  a falfe  apoflle,  Satan  transformed  into  an 
angel  of  light.  So  he  rent  the  net,  and  faid, 
“ Follow  me;”  and  led  them  back  into  the  way 
they  had  left.  Then  he  alked  them,  “ Did  not 
the  fhepherds  on  the  mountains  give  you  a note 
of  the  way  ? Why  did  you  not  read  it  ? And 
did  they  not  bid  you  beware  of  the  flatterer  ?” 

They 
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They  were  fpeeclilefs.  So  he  commanded  them 
to  lie  down,  and  chaftifed  them  fore,  faying, 
As  many  as  I love , I rebuke  and,  chajlen  ; be  zea- 
lous therefore  and  repent. 

I faw  then  in  my  dream,  that  they  arofe  and 
went  on,  until  they  came  into  a country,  whofe 
air  naturally  tended  to  make  one  drowfy.  And 
here  Hopeful  began  to  be  very  heavy,  and  faid  to 
Chrifian,  “ I'can  fcarce  hold  open  my  eyes  ; let 
us  lie  down  and  fleep  awhile.” 

Chr..  By  no  means,  left  we  wake  no  more. 

Hope.  Why,  my  brother  ? The fleep  of  a labour- 
ing man  is  fweet. 

Chr.  Do  you  not  remember  the  caution 
of  the  fhepherd,  fleep  not  on  inchanted  ground  ? 

Hope.  I acknowledge  my  fault.  I fee  it  is 
true,  as  the  wife  man  faith,  Tzco  are  better  than 
one. 

Chr.  To  prevent  drowfinefs  then,  let  us  dif- 
courfe  a little  together.  How  came  you  at  firft 
to  look  after  the  good  of  your  foul  ? 

Hope.  For  a long  time  I delighted  in  thofe 
things  which  are  feen  and  fold  at  our  fair,  in  the 
riches  and  pleafures  of  the  world,  till  I heard 
from  Faithful  and  you,  that  the  end  of  tlifc  things 
is  death. 

Chr.  But  was  you  fully  convinced  of  this  at 
once  ? 

Hope.  No  ; I ltrove  to  ftifle  my  convidlions ; 
and  when  my  mind  was  lhaken  with  the  word 
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©f  God,  laboured  to  fhut  my  eyes  againft  the 
light. 

Chr.  How  fo  ? 

Hope.  I knew  not  that  this  was  the  work  of 
God  upon  me,  but  called  it  lowncfs  of  J "pints  ; 
and  fin  was  fo  fweet  to  me,  that  I was  loth  to 
leave  it ; befides,  I could  not  tell  how  to  part 
with  my  old  companions. 

Chr.  Then  it  feems  you  fhook  off  your  trou- 
bles fometimes. 

Hope.  Yes  ; but  it  came  again  worfe  than  be- 
fore. 

Chr.  What  was  it  that  brought  your  fins  to 
your  mind  again  ? 

Hope.  Many  things : as,  if  I met  but  a good 
man  in  the  ftreet ; or  if  I heard  one  read  the 
bible  ; or,  if  my  head  began  to  ake;  or,  if  I 
was  told  of  any  that  was  fick  ; or,  if  I heard  the 
bell  toll  for  one  that  was  dead  ; or,  if  1 thought 
of  dying  myfelf  or  heard  of  a fudden  death  : but, 
above  all,  when  I thought  I mull  quickly  come 
to  judgment. 

Chr.  But  could  you  not  fhake  off  your 
thoughts  ? 

Hope.  No  ; they  got  fafter  hold  upon  me,  till  I 
could  have  no  reft  in  fin. 

Chr.  And  how  did  you  then  ? 

Hope.  I thought  I rnuft  mend  my  life  ; and  fo 
I did,  leaving  my  old  fins  and  company  teo. 
Likewife  I began  to  read,  and  pray,  and  faft,  and 
go  to  church,  and  to  the  facrament,  and  to  do 

good. 
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good.  And  now  for  a time  I thought  alh  was 
well ; but  it  was  not  long  before  my  trouble 
came  again. 

Chr.  How  fo  ? Had  you  not  reformed  your 
life  ? 

Hope.  Yes  ; but  I had  not  reformed  my  heart. 
I found  that  was  hill  as  bad,  or  worfe  than  ever; 
full  of  anger,  pride,  luh,  and  what  not  ? I found 
my  inward  parts  were  very,  wickedncfs  ; that  I 
was  earthly , fenfual,  and  devilijh,  having  hill  a 
carnal  mind  that  was  enmity  agavijl  God,  and 
brought  me  into  captivity  lojin  and  death.  I faw 
more  and  more,  that  there  dwelt  in  me  no  good 
thing ; no  love  of  God ; no  true  love  of  my 
neighbour.  Above  all,  L was  convinced  I had 
not  faith  ; not  that faith  which  over  come  th  the 
world ; and  that  was  always  founding  in  my  ears,. 
He  that  lelieveth  not  fall  be  damned. 

Chr.  And  what  effeft  had  this  ? 

Hope.  I then  remembered  that  it  is  written, 
All  our  righteoufnefs  is  as  filthy  rags,  availing 
nothing  toward  our  reconciliation  with  God,  or 
the  forgivenefs  of  our  fins.  I faw  that  all  I could 
do  all  my  life  long,  would  not  atone  for  one  fin 
that  was  pah ; nay,  though  I could  now  keep  all 
God’s  law,  and  offend  in  no  point.  For  ii  a 
man  -(thought  I)  runs  a hundred  pounds  into  a 
merchant’s  debt,  and  after  that  pays  for  all  that 
he  takes ; yet  if  this  old  debt  hands  hill  in  t’re 
book  uncroffed,  the  merchant  may  fue  him,  , and 
call:  him  into  prifon,  till  he  fhall  pav  the  whole.. 

Chr. 
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Ckr.  How  did  you  apply  this  to  yourfelf? 

Hope.  Why  I thought  with  myfelf,  I have  by 
fin  run  far  in  debt  with  God,  and  my  reforming 
now  will  not  pay  that  debt.  How  then  (hall  I 
be  freed  from  that  damnation,  to  which  I know 
myfelf  to  bejuftly  expofed,  by  my  former  tranf- 
grefiions  ? 

Befides,  I flill  faw  fin  mixing  itfelf  with  the 
beft  aftions  I could  do : So  that  I was  forced  to 
conclude,  that,  notwithlfanding  my  former  opi- 
nion of  myfelf,  I committed  fin  enough  in  one 
day  to  fend  me  to  hell,  though  my  former  life 
had  been  faultlefs. 

Chr.  And  what  did  you  do  then  ? 

Hope.  I knew  not  what  to  do,  till  I went  and 
talked  with  Faithful ; who  told  me,  unlefs  I 
had  an  intereft  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  one  that 
had  never  finned,  neither  my  own  righteoufnefs, 
nor  all  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  world,  could  fave 
me.  I afked,  who  it  was  that  had  never  finned  ? 
He  anfwered,  “ the  Lord  Jefus:  and  you  only 
can  be  forgiven  and  accepted  with  God  through 
faith  in  his  blood.”  “ But  how,  faid  I,  can  his 
righteoufnefs  juftify  me  before  God  ?”  He  told 
me,  he  was  the  mighty  God,  and  did  what  he 
did,  and  died  the  death  alfo,  not  for  himfelf,  but 
for  vie  ; to  whom  the  merits  of  all  fhould  be  im- 
puted, if  I believe  on  him.  I replied,  “ I did 
not  think  he  was  willing  to  fave  me.”  He  bid 
me  go  to  him  and  fee.  I faid,  “ It  was  prefump- 
tion.”  He  anfwergd,  “ No ; for  I was  invited 

to 
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to  come.”  Then  I afked,  what  mull  I do  when 
I come?  And  he  bid  me  fay  to  this  effecl; 

“ God  be  merciful  to  me  a tinner,  and  make  me 
to  know  and  believe  in  Jefus;  for  I fee,  if  I 
have  not  faith  in  his  blood,  I am  utterly  call  away. 
Lord,  I have  heard,  that  thou  art  a merciful 
God,  and  hall  ordained  him  to  be  the  Saviour 
of  the  world ; and  moreover,  that  thou  art  will- 
ing to  accept,  in  him,  even  fuch  a poor  fmner 
as  I am.  O magnify  thy  grace  in  the  falvation of 
my  foul,  through  thy  Son  Jefus  Chrifl!” 

Chr.  And  did  you  do  thrs  ? 

Hope.  Yes,  over  and  over,  before  I found  any 
relief. 

Chr.  Had  you  not  thoughts  then  of  giving  it 
over  ? 

Hope.  Yes,  a hundred  times;  but  I knew  not 
what  elfe  to  do,  being  convinced,  that  without 
Chrifl,  all  the  world  could  not  fave  me ; and 
therefore,  thought  I with  myfelf,  if  I leave  off, 
I die ; and  I can  but  die,  if  I continue.  And 
withal  this  came  into  my  mind,  If  it  tarry , wait 
for  it,  becaufe  it  will  furely  come ; it  will  not 
tarry. 

Chr.  And  how  was  you  relieved  3 

* Hope.  One  day  I was  very  Hd,  I think 
ladder  than  ever  before  in  my  life,  and  this  fad- 
nefs  was  through  a frefli  fight  of  the  greatnefs  and 
vilenefs  of  my  fins ; and  I was  looking  for  no- 
thing but  hell,  when  fuddenly  I faw  (not  with 
my  bodily  eyes)  the  Lord  look  down  from  hea- 
ven 
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veil  upon  me,  faying,  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
Clirif,  and  thou  Jhalt  be  faved. 

Then  thofe  fcriptures  came  like  a flood  into 
tny  heart.  He  that  cometh  to  me , Jhall  never  hun- 
ger ; and  he  that  believelh  on  me.,  Jhall  never  thirjl. 
Chrijl  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to 
every  one  that  belitveth.  He  hath  died  for  our 
fins,  and  r of e again  for  our  jvfijicalion.  There 
is  one  mediator  between  God  and  man,  even  the' 
man  Chrijl  Jefus.  Wherefore  he  is  able  to  five 
•unto  the  uttermof  thofe  that  come  unto  God  through 
him ; feeing  he  ever  liveth  -to  make  inter cjjion  for 
them. 

Chr.  And  what  efxeft  had  this  upon  your  fpi- 
rit  and  life  ? 

Hobe.  I was  filled  with  a peace  that  pajfeth  all 
underfunding.  I rejoiced  with  joy  unfpeakable. 
The  love  of  God  was Jhed  abroad  in  my  heart ; and 
fin  had  no  more  dominion  over  me ; but  I ran  the 
way  oj  his  commandments,  now  he  had  ft  my  heart 
at  liberty. 

I faw  then  in  my  dream,  that  Hopeful  looked 
'back,  and  faw  Ignorance,  whom  lie  had  left  be- 
hind, coming  after.  Then,  faid  he  come  awav, 
man  : why  do  you  flay  behind  ? Come,  how  do 
you  do?  How  ftands  it  now  between  God  and 
your  foul  ? 

Ign.  l hope  well,  for  I am  full  of  good  thoughts. 

Chr.  What  good  thoughts  ? 

Ign.  Why,  I think  of  God  and  heaven. 


Chr. 
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Car.  So  do  the  devils  and  damned  fouls. 

Ign.  But  I defire  them  too. 

Chr.  So  do  many  that  never  came  there.  The 
foul  of  the fuggard  defireth  and  hath  nothing. 

Ign.  Nay  but  I leave  all  for  them. 

Chr.  I doubt  that.  Why  doft  thou  think  fo  i* 

Ign.  My  heart  tells  me  fo. 

Chr.  He  that  trujleth  his  own  heart,  is  a fool. 

Ign.  Ay  if  his  heart  be  evil ; but  mine  is  good. 

Chr.  How  doft  thou  prove  that  ? 

Ign.  Why  I lead  a good  life. 

Chr.  Who  told  thee  thou  leaded:  a good  life  ? 

Ign.  Who  told  me  ! My  own  heart. 

Chr.  Afk  my  fellow  if  I be  a thief.  Thy  heart 
tells  thee  fo  ! Except  the  word  of  God  bear  wit- 
nefs  in  this  matter,  other  teftimony  is  nothing 
worth. 

Haft  thou  the  peace  of  God  ? Haft  thou  joy- 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft  ? Is  the  love  of  God  fhed 
■abroad  in  thy  heart  ? Doth  his  Spirit  witnefs  with 
thy  fpirit,  that  thou  art  a child  of  God  ? Haft 
thou  redemption  in  Cbrift's  blood,  the  forgivc- 
nefs  of  thy  fins  ? Art  thou  dead  unto  fin,  and 
alive  unto  God  ? Haft  thou  crucified  the  flcfh, 
with  its  affeftions  and  lulls  ? Hath  the  law  of 
the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chi  ill  Jefus,  made  thee  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  ? 

Ign.  You  talk  too  high  for  me  ? I am  a poor 
finner,  and  I believe  in  Chrift,  and  that  is 
enough. 

Chr. 
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Vhr.  I fear,  hell  is  full  of  fuch  poor  Tinners  as 
thou.  But  how  doft  thou  believe  in  Chrift? 

Ign.  Why,  I believe  Chrift  died  for  linners, 
and  that  my  fins  will  be  forgiven,  through  God's 
gracious  acceptance  of  my  fincerity  and  belt  en- 
deavours to  obey  his  laws. 

Chr.  1.  Thou  believeft  then  with  a fantaftical 
faith  ; for  this  faith  is  no  where  defcribed  in  the 
word.  2.  Thou  believeft  with  a falfe  faith; 
becaufe  thou  takeft  juftification  from  the  blood 
and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  applieft  it  to  thy 
own.  g.  This  firft  maketh  Chrift  not  ajuftifier 
rf  thy  perfon,  but  of  thy  actions;  and  of  thy 
perfon,  for  the  fake  of  thy  aftions.  Therefore 
this  faith  is  utterly  deceitful,  and  will  leave  thee 
under  wrath  in  the  day  of  the  Lord. 

True  juftifying  faith  puts  the  foul,  as  fenfible 
of  its  loft  condition  by  the  law,  upon  flying  for 
■refuge  to  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 
And  this  righteoufnefs  of  his  is  not  an  aft  of 
grace,  by  which  he  maketh  thy  obedience  accept- 
able to  God  for  thy  juftification. 

No,  but  Chrift  did  and  fullered  what  was 
required  at  our  hands  ; and  for  the  fake  of  what 
he  did  and  fullered,  we  are  pardoned  and  accept- 
ed of  God. 

Ign.  And  fo  you  would  have  us  do  nothing  ! 
We  may  live  as  we  lift.:  fince  we  are  juftified  by 
faith  alone  ! 

Chr.  As  thy  name  is,  fo  art  thou.  Thou  art 
ignorant  of  the  fruits  of  faith  in  the  blood  of 

Chrift, 
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Chrift.  He  that  believeth  in  Chrift,  loveth 
God ; and  whofoever  loveth  him  keepeth  his 
commandments. 

Hope.  Was  Chrift  ever  revealed  to  vou? 

Ign.  What,  you  are  for  new  revelations  ! And 
receiving  the  Holy  Ghoft,  I fuppofe ! I believe 
what  both  you  and  all  the  reft  of  you  lay  about 
thefe  matters,  is  all  whim  and  enthufiafm,  the 
effefts  of  mere  imagination,  or  a diftempered 
brain. 

Hope.  Why,  man,  None  knowelli  the  Son  fave 
he  unto  whom  the  Father  revealetli  him : and  no 
man  callelh  Jefus  Lord,  but  by  the  Lloly  Ghojl. 

Ign.  That  is  your  faith  but  it  is  not  mine : vet 
mine,  I doubt  not  is  as  good  as  yours;  though 
I have  not  my  head  filled  with  fo  many  whims 
and  fancies. 

Chr.  Give  me  leave  to  put  in  a word:  you 
ought  not  to  fpeak  fo  (lightly  of  this  matter:  for 
no  man  can  know  Jefus  Chrift,  fare  he  to  whom 
the  Father  revealeth  him:  and  that  faith  whereby 
the  foul  layeth  hold  on  Chrift,  muft  be  wrought 
by  the  exceeding  greatnejs  of  his  mighty  paver . 
Of  this  faith  I perceive  thou  art  wholly  ignorant. 
Awake  thou  that  (leepeft.  Know  thy  fell.  See 
thy  own  weakncfs.  Fly  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
by  his  righteoufnefs  thou  (halt  be  delivered  iroin 
condemnation. 

Ign.  You  walk  fo  faft,  I cannot  keep  pace 
with  you  ; goon,  I muft  ftay  awhile  behind. 


Do 
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Do  you  think,  faid  Hopeful , that  fucli  men  as 
thefe  have  never  any  convictions  of  fin  ? 

Chr . Without  doubt  they  have,  more  or  lefs, 
but  they  defperately  ftifle  them. 

Hope.  Nay,  why  fhould  they  fUfle  them  ? 

Chr.  i.  Becaufe  they  think  thefe  fears  are 
wrought  by  the  devil,  which  indeed  are  wrought 
of  God.  2.  T'lrev  think  alfo,  they  have  no  rea- 
fon  thus  to  fear,  and  therefore  harden  them- 
felves  in  prefumptuous  confidence.  3.  They  fee 
thefe  fear's  would  rob  them  of  their  beloved  felf- 
righteoufnefs,  and  therefore  refill  them  with  all 
their  might. 

* Now  I faw  in  my  dream,  that  by  this  time 
they  were  got  over  the  inchanted  ground,  and  en- 
tering into  the  country  of  Beulali , the  way  lying 
dire&ly  over  it.  They  were  now  far  beyond  the 
valley  of  the  Shadom  of  Death,  and  alfo  out  of  the 
reach  of  giant  Dcfpair)  neither  could  they,  from 
this  place,  fo  much  as  fee  Dvubting-caJHe.  In 
’this  country  there  is  no  darknefs  at  all,  the  fun 
fhining  night  and  day;  there  are  no  florins  o: 
tempefls,  but  the  air  is  always  calm  and  ferene. 
Here  the  flowers  all  the  year  appear  in  the  earth, 
throughout  the  perpetual  fpring  : and  they  con- 
tinually heard  the  finging  of  birds,  and  the  voice 
of  the  turtle  in  the  land.  They  were  now  within 
fight  of  the  city  they  'were  going  to;  and  met 
with  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  it.  Yea,  in  this 
land  their  Lord  himfelf  commonly  walked.  It 

Vol.  IX.  F beins 

O 


[ 122  ] 

being  on  the  borders  of  heaven.  In  this  land 
alfo  the  contract  between  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom was  renewed  : and  as  a bridegroom  re- 
joice th  over  the  bride,  fo  did  their  God  rejoice  eve 
them.  Here  they  had  no  want  of  corn  or  wine, 
but  abundance  of  all  things,  being  in  a land  that 
flowed  with  milk  and  honey.  Mean  time  they 
heard  voices  out  of  the  city,  loud  voices,  faying. 
Say ",  e to  the  daughter  oj  Zion,  behold  thy  Jalvation 
cometh  : and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  cal- 
led them,  the  holy  people,  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord. 

As  they  walked  in  this  land,  they  rejoiced 
evermore;  yea,  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory.  And  drawing  near  to  the  city,  they  had 
a more  perfeft  view  thereof.  It  was  built  of 
pearls  and  precious  ftor.es,  and  the  ftreets  were 
paved  with  gold.  So  that  Chriflian  with  defire 
fell  fick ; nor  indeed  was  Hopeful  much  better. 
Infomuch  that  they  were  conftraincd  to  cry  out. 
Feed  me  with  apples,  J, lay  me  with  flagons ; for  I 
am  fick  of  love. 

When  they  were  ftrengthened  a little,  they 
went  on  theft  way,  and  came  nearer  and  nearer ; 
where  were  orchards,  vineyards  and  gardens.  The 
gardener  flood  in  the  way,  and  leading  them  into 
the  vineyard,  bid  them  refrefh  themfelves  with  the 
fruit.  He  alfo  {hewed  them  here  the  King's 
walks  and  arbours,  where  they  delighted  to  be  ; 
and  here  they  tarried  and  flept. 
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So  I faw  that  when  they  awoke,  they  addreff- 
cd  themfelves  to  go  up  to  the  city  ; but  the  reflec- 
tion of  the  fun  (for  the  city  was  pure  gold)  was  fo 
extremely  glorious,  that  they  were  not  able  to 
behold  it  with  open  face;  but  only  thro’  a glafs. 
And  as  they  went  on  there  met  them  two  men  in 
raiment  fhining  like  gold  ; alfo  their  faces  fhone 
-as  the  light. 

Thefe  afked  the  pilgrims,  Whence  they  came  ? 
Where  they  had  lodged  ? What  difficulties  and 
and  dangers,  and  what  comforts  they  had  found 
in  the  way?  To  all  which  they  anfwered  briefly. 
Then  faid  they,  “ You  have  but  two  difficulties 
more,  and  you  enter  into  the  city.” 

Chrijlian  then  and  his  companion  afked  them 
to  go  with  them  ; they  faid,  “ We  wili ; but  you 
muff  enter  in  by  your  own  faith.”  So  I faw  in 
my  dream  that  they  went  on  together  till  they 
" came  in  fight  of  the  gate. 

Notv  I faw  there  was  a deep  river  between 
them  and  the  gate,  and  there  was  no  bridge  over 
it  : at  the  fight  of  this  the  pilgrims  fiopt ; but 
the  men  faid,  “ You  mull  go  through  or  you  can- 
not come  to  the  gate.” 

- They  enquired,  if  there  were  no  other  way 
to  the  gate:  To  which  they  anfwered,  “Yes; 
but  there  hath  not  any  fave  two,  Enoch  and  Eli- 
jah, trod  that  path  fince  the  foundation  of  the 
world.”  Then  they  afked,  if  the  waters  were 
all  of  a depth  ? They  faid,  “ No  : but  we  can- 
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not  help  you  in  this  cafe ; for  you  will  find  then: 
either  fhallower  or  deeper,  according  to  your 
faith.” 

Then  they  went  in ; but  Chrijlian  began  to 
fink,  and  cried  out  to  his  friend,  / fink  in  tin: 
deep  waters:  the  billows  go  over  my  head,  all  the 
waves  go  over  me. 

* Then  faid  Hopeful,  “ Be  of  good  cheer,  my 
brother,  I feel  the  bottom,  and  it  is  good.”  Oh, 
my  friend,  faid  Chrijlian , The  /arrows  oj  death 
have  compnjfied  me  round  about.  I fhall  not  fee 
the  land  that  foweth  with  milk  and  honey.  And 
with  that  a great  dai  kuefs  and  horror  fell  upon 
him,  fo  that  he  could  not  fee  before  him;  alfo 
he  loft  in  a great  mealure,  his  fenfes,  fo  that 
he  could  not  remember  any  of  the  rcfrefhments 
or  deliverances  that  he  had  met  with  before  in 
the  way  of  his  pilgrimage.  But  all  the  words 
that  he  fpake,  ftill  tended  to  difeover  the  anguifh 
of  his  fpirit,  and  his  fear  that  he  fliould  die  in 
the  river,  and  never  enter  into  the  gate.  Here 
alfo  the  fins  that  he  had  committed,  both  be- 
fore and  after  he  was  a pilgrim,  were  brought 
all  together  to  his  remembrance,  and  terrified 
him  afrefh.  He  was  alfo  troubled  with  the  ap- 
parition of  evil  fpirits,  as  if  they  would  have 
torn  him  in  pieces;  fo  that  Hopeful  here  had 
much  ado  to  keep  his  brother's  head  above  wa- 
ter ; yea,  fometimes  he  funk  ; and  then  in  awhile 
rofe  up  again  half  dead  : however,  he  ftill  en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured  to  comfort  him,  faying,  “ I fee  the 
gate,  and  men  {landing  to  receive  us.”  ’Tis 
you,  faid  Ckrijhan,  whom  they  Hand  to  receive  ; 
I am  as  a dead  man,  out  of  mind.  Surely,  il 
I was  right,  he  would  now  arife  to  help  me. 
But  for  my  fins  I am  brought  into  this  fnare, 
and  now  God  hath  forgotten  me.”  “ Not  fo, 
faid  Hopeful ; but  he  trietli  thy  faith  as  with 
fire.” 

Then  I faw  that  Clirijlian  was  in  a mufe,  and 
immediately  Hopeful  faid,  *•  Be  of  good  cheer; 
thy  faith  hath  faved  thee.  Jefus  Chrift  maketh 
thee  whole.” 

And  with  that  Chriflian  broke  out  with  a 
loud  voice,  “ I fee  him,  I fee  him  again  !”  And 
lie  tells  me,  When  thou  pfjf  through  the  wa- 
ters, I will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers, 
they  fiall  not  overfozv  thee.  Then  he  prefently 
found  ground  to  Hand  on,  and  the  reft  of  the 
water  was  but  {hallow,  till  they  came  to  land. 
Upon  the  bank  they  faw  the  two  fhining  men 
again,  who  there  waited  for  them  ; and  as  foon 
as  they  were  come  out  of  the  water,  they  fa- 
luted  them  faying,  IV e are  minijlring  fpirits,  fent 
forth  to  minifler  to  the  heirs  of  Jalvation.  Thus 
they  went  along  towards  the  gate.  Now  the 
city  flood  on  a mighty  hill,  but  the  pilgrims 
went  up  the  hill  with  cafe,  having  left  their  mor- 
tal garments  behind  them  in  the  river.  Though 
therefore  the  foundation  on  which  the  city  was 
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built,  was  higher  than  the  clouds,  they  mounted 
' up  with  fpeed,  through  the  regions  of  the  air, 
flying  3s  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

The  talk  they  had  mean  while  with  the  fhining 
ones  was  concerning  the  glory  of  the  place. 
There,  faid  they,  with  the  innumerable  com- 
pany of  angels,  are  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
peifeff.  There  is  the  paradife  of  God,  where- 
in you  will  fee  the  tree  oj  life , and  eat  of  the 
fruits  thereof.  You  fh all  be  cloathed  with  light 
and  immortality  as  with  a garment.  All  tears 
will  be  wiped  from  your  eyes,  and  you  will  know 
no  more  pain,  or  forrow,  or  death  ; for  the  for- 
mer things  are  paft  away.  You  are  now'  going 
to  Abraham , IJaac,  and  Jacob , to  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets,  to  the  righteous  men  of  all  ages, 
whom  God  in  their  generations  took  azoay  from 
the  evil  to  come\  and  that  are  nozo  rejling  upon 
their  beds,  each  one  walking  in  his  ngkteoufnefs. 

They  alked,  and  what  are  we  to  do  when  we 
are  there  ? It  was  anfwered,  “ You  are  there  to 
receive  the  comforts  of  all  your  toils  that  are 
paft,  and  to  have  joy  for  all  your  forrow.  You 
are  to  reap  what  you  have  fown,  even  the  fruit 
of  all  your  prayers  and  tears,  and  works,  and  fuf- 
ferings.  And  there  you  will  enjoy  the  perpe- 
tual fight  of  the  Holy  One  ; yea,  you  fhallyfe 
him  as  he  is:  and  fhall  love,  and  praife,  and 
ferve  him,  and  magnify  Ills  name  all  the  days  of 
eternity.” 
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w Anti  ■when  the  Son  of  Man  lhall  come  in 
his  glory,  you  fhall  come  with  hirn  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  ; you  fhall  fit  with  him  in  the  feat  of 
judgment,  when  he-  paffeth  fentence  on  all  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  Alfo,  when  he  fhall  re- 
turn to  the  throne  of  his  Majefly  on  high,  you 
fhall  go  up  too,  with  the  found  of  the  trump, 
and  drink  of  thofe  rivers  of  pleafure,  which  flow 
at  his  right-hand  for  evermore.” 

Now,  while  they  were  thus  drawing  near  the 
gate,  behold  a company  of  the  heavenly  hoft 
came  out  to  meet  them  ; to  whom  their  con- 
duftors  faid,  “ Thefe  are  the  men  that  have  loved 
our  Lord  while  they  were  in  the  world,  and  that 
have  left  all  for  his  fake  ; and  we  have  brought 
them  hither,  that  they  may  go  and  fee  their 
Redeemer’s  face  with  joy.”  Then  the  heaven- 
ly heft  gave  a great  fhout,  faying,  Bleffed  are 
they  that  are  called  to  the  marria gefu pper  of  the 
Lamb. 

They  then  compafted  them  round  on  every 
fide,  fome  having  trumpets  in  their  hands,  and 
continually  founding  as  they  went,  and  praifing 
Him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever.  In  the  mean- 
time both  -their  looks  and  geftures  fhewed  how 
welcome  ChriJhan  and  Hopeful  were. 

Now  when  they  were  come  up  to  the  gate, 
they  Law  writ  over  it  in  letters  of  gold,  Biffed 
are  they  that  do  his  commandments , that  they  may 
have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  eater  in  through 
the  gates  into  the  city. 
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Then  the  fhining  ones  called  to  them  within 
the  gate,  faying,  “ Thefe  are  come  from  the  citv 
of  Defruthon,  through  the  love  they  bear  to 
our  King.”  They  then  gave  in  their  certificates, 
which  they  had  received  at  the  beginning.  Thefe 
were  carried  to  the  King,  who  immediately  fenf, 
and  commanded  to  open  the  gate,  that  the 
righteous  nation,  faid  he,  that  keepeih  the  truth, 
may  enter  in. 

Now  I faw  in  my  dream,  that  thefe  two  men 
went  in  at  the  gate,  and  lo  ! as  they  entered  they 
were  transfigured,  and  their  raiment  was  glitter- 
ing, and  white  as  fnow.  There  were  alfo  given 
to  them  golden  harps,  wherewith  to  praife  him 
that  fat  upon  the  throne,  and  the  Lamb  that  liveth 
for  evermore.  It  was  then  faid  to  them,  Ji  eU 
done , good  and  faithful  fervants,  enter  ye  into  the 
joy  of  your  Lord . 

Juft  then  Ignorance  came  to- the  river-fide,  and 
got  over  with  little  difficulty  : for  one  J ain-hope, 
a ferryman  happening  to  be  there,  carried  him 
over  in  his  boat.  So  he  afeended  the  hill,  and 
coming  up  to  the  gate,  immediately  began  to 
hnock.  He  was  afked  by  them  that  were  wilh- 
in,  “ Whence  do  you  come  P and  what  would 
vou  have  ?”  He  anfwered,  “ I have  eat  and 
drank  in  the  prefence  of  the  King,  and  he  hath 
taught  in  our  ftreets.^  They  afked  again, 
“ Have  vou  any  certificate  ?"  But  he  anfwered 
never  a word.  So  they  told  the  King,  who 
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commanded,  and  they  bound  him  hand  and  loot, 
and  took  him  up  and  carried  him  through  the 
air,  to  the  door  that  I faw  on  the  fide  of  the 
hill,  and  caft  him  in  there.  Then  I faw  that 
there  was  a way  to  hell,  even  from  the  gates- of 
heaven.  So  I awoke. 
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A Word  of  Advice  to 

SAINTS  and  SINNERS. 


* i.  A WORD  of  advice  to  my  own  heart  and 
thine.  Thou  parlakeft  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  God.  Thou  doft  well.  But  if  thou 
haft  not  the  blood  of  Chrift  at  the  root  of  all, 
they  will  prove  but  painted  pageantry  to  go  to 
hell  in. 

Try  every  day,  on  what  bottom  thy  hope  of 
glory  is  built,  and  whether  it  was  laid  by  the 
hand  of  Chrift.  If  not  it  will  never  be  able  to 
endure  the  ftorm  that  muft  come  againft  it.  Sa- 
tan will  throw  it  all  down,  and  great  will  be  the 
fall  thereof. 

* Glorious  profejjor  l Thou  fhalt  be  winnow- 
ed; every  vein  of  thy  profeffion  will  be  tried 
to  the  purpofe : :tis  terrible  to  have  it  ail  come 
tumbling  down,  and  to  find  nothing  to  bottom 
upon. 

* Soaring  prof/for ! See  to  thy  waxen  wings 
betimes ; they  will  melt  with  the  heat  of  temp- 
tations. 
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tations.  What  a mifery  is  it,  to  trade  much,  and 
break  at  length  ; and  to  have  no  flock,  no  foun- 
dation laid  for  eternity ! 

* Gifted profcjforl  Look  there  be  not  a worm  at 
the  root  that  will  fpoil  all  thy  fine  gourd,  and  make 
it  die  about  thee,  in  a day  of  fcorching:  look 
over  thy  foul  daily,. and  afk,  Where  is  the  blood 
of  Chiifl  to  be  feen  upon  it?  Many  eminent 
profeffors  have  come  at  length  to  cry  out,  Undone , 
undone  to  all  eternity  / 

2.  Confider  the  greateft  fins  may  be  hid  under 
the  greateft  duties.  See  the  wound  that  fin 
hath  made  in  thy  foul  be  perfedlly  cured  by  the 
blood  of  Ckrif  ; not  thinned  over  with  duties, . 
humblings,  enlargements.  Apply  what  thou  wilt 
befides  the  blood  of  Chrijl,  it  will  poifon  the  fore. 
Thou  wilt  find  that  fin  was  never  mortified  irm- 
ly ; nothing  can  kill  it  but  the  beholding  Chrjl’s 
righteoufnejs. 

Nature  can  afford'  no  balfam  fit  foi  the  cure 
of  a foul.  Healing  from  duly,  and  not  from. 
Ghrift,  is  the  moll  defperate  difeafe.  Poor  rag- 
ged nature,  with  all  its  higheft  improvements, 
can  never  fpin  a garment  fine  enough  to  cover 
the  foul’s  nakednefs.  Nothing  is  fit  for  that  ufe, 
but  Chrijl' s perfetl  righteoufnejs. 

Whatfoever  is  of  nature’s  putting  on,  Satan 
will  come  and  plunder  it,  and  leave  the  foul  na- 
ked and  open  to  the  wrath  of  God.  All  that 
nature  can  do  will  never  make  up  the  leaft  dram- 
F 6 oi 


[ *32  1 

of  grace  that  can  mortify  fin,  or  look  Chrift  in 
the  face  one  day. 

3.  Thou  goeft  on  hearing,  praying,  and  re- 
ceiving, yet  miferable  may  ft  thou  be.  Look 
about  thee  ; didft  thou  ever  fee  Chrift  to  t’ni? 
day  in  diftin&ion  from  all  other  excellencies 
and  righteoufnefs  in  the  world,  and  all  of 
them  falling  before  the  majefty  cf  his  love  and 
grace  ! 

* If  thou  haft  feen  Chrift  trulv,  thou  haft  feen 
pure  grace,  pure  righteoufnefs,  far  exceeding  all 
fin  and  mifery.  If  thou  haft  feen  Chrift,  thou 
wouldft  not  do  a duty  without  him  for  ten  thou- 
fand  worlds.  If  ever  thou  faweft  Chrift,  thou 
faweft  him  a rock,  higher  than  Satan  or  fin ; and 
this  rock  doth  follow  thee,  and  there  will  be  a 
continual  dropping  of  honey  and  grace  out  of 
it  to  fatisfy  thee.  Examine,  if  ever  thou  haft 
beheld  Chrift  as  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father , 
full  of  grace  and  truth*  Be  Jure  thou  art  come 
to  Chrift,  that  thou  ftandeft  upon  the  rock  of  ages * 
haft  anfwered  to  his  call  to  thy  foul,  haft  clofed 
with  him  for  juftifi-cation. 

* Men  talk  bravely  of  believing  ; but  few 
knozu  it..  Chrift  is  the  myftery  of  the  fcripture. 
Grace  the  myftery  of  Chrift.  Believing  is  the 
moft  wonderful  thing  in  the  world.  Put  any 
thing  of  thine  own  to  it,  and  thou  fpoileft  it; 
Chrift  will  not  fo  much  as  look  at  it  for  believ- 
ing. When  thou  comeft  to  Chrift,  thou  mull 

leave 


[ »33  ] 

leave  behind  thee  thy  own  righteoufnefs,  and 
bring  nothing  but  thy  Jin.  (Oh  that  is  hard!) 
Leave  behind  all  thy  holinefs,  and  bring  nothing 
but  thy  wants  and  miftnes , elfe  Chrifh  is  not  fit 
for  thee,  nor  thou  for  Chrift.  Chrift  will  be  a 
pure  Redeemer,  and  thou  mull  be  an  undone  fin- 
ner,  or  Chrift  and  thou  will  never  agree.  It’s 
the  hardeft  thing  in  the  world  to  take  Chrift  alone 
for  righteoufnefs:  that’s  to  acknowledge  him 
Chrift.  Join  any  thing  to  him  of  tky  own,  and 
thou  un-ChriJV s him. 

Whatever  comes  in  when  thou  goeft  to  God 
for  acceptance,  (befides  Chrift)  call  it  anti-chriji ; 
bid  it  be  gone  ; make  only  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs 
triumphant ; all  befides  that,  is  Babylon,  which 
muft  fall  if  Chrift  ftand  ; and  thou  {halt  rejoice 
in  the  day  of  the  fall  thereof.  Chrift  alone  did 
tread  the  wine-prefs,  and  there  was  none  with 
him.  If  thou  join  any  thing  to  Chrift,  Chrift 
will  trample  upon  it  in  fury  and  anger,  and  ftain 
his  raiment  with  the  blood  thereof.  Thou 
tliinkeft  it  eafy  to  believe:  was  ever  thy  faith 
tried  with  a thorough  fight  of  fin  ? Was  it  ever 
put  to  grapple  with  Satan,  and  the  wrath  of  God 
lying  upon  the  confidence  ? When  thou  waft  in 
the  mouth  of  hell,  then  did'  God  fhew  thee 
Chrift  a ranfom  ? If  then  thou  couldft  fay,  Oh  I 
fee  grace  enough  in  Chrift  ! Thou  mayft  fay  that 
which  is  the  biggeft  word  in  the  world,  thou  be- 
Hevejl ; but  untried  faith  is  uncertain  faith. 

5-  To 
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* 5.  To  believing,  there  mull  go  a clear  con- 
viction of  fin,  and  the  merits  of  the  blood  of 
Chriji,  and  of  Chrift’s  willingnefs  to  fave  upon 
this  confideration  merely,  that  thou  ait  a f inner  : 
things  all  harder  than  to  make  a world.  All  the 
power  in  nature  cannot  get  up  fo  high,  in  a 
ftorm  of  fin  and  guilt,  as  really  to  believe  there 
is  any  willingnefs  in  Chrift  to  fave.  When  Sa- 
tan chargeth  fin  upon  the  confidence,  then  to 
charge  it  upon  Chrift , that  is  gofpel  likc.  That 
is  to  make  him  Chrift,  he  ferves  for  that  ufe. 
To  accept  his  blood  alone  for  falvation,  that  is 
the  fum  of  the  gofpel.  When  the  foul,  in  all 
duties  and  diitreffes,  can  fay,  nothing  but  Chrift 
for j unification,  fanCtification,  redemption;  not 
humblings,  not  duties,  riot  graces,  that  foul  hath 
got  above  the  reach  of  the  billows. 

All  Satan’s  advantages  are  laid  in  felf -right  e- 
oujnejs.  God  purfueth  this  by  felting  Satan 
upon  thee  ; this  mufl  be  torn  from  thee  ; this 
alone  hinders  Chrift  from  coming  in  ; and  till 
Chrift  come  in,  guilt  will  not  go  out ; and  where 
guilt  is,  there  is  bardnefs  of  heart. 

6.  When  guilt  is  raifed  up,  take  heed  of  get- 
ting it  allay’d  any  way  but  by  Chrifl's  blood. 
Make  Chrift  thy  peace,  not  thy  duties,  thy  tears: 
Chrift  thy  righteoufnefs,  not  thy  graces.  Look 
at  Chrift  and  do  as  much  as  thou  wilt.  Stand 
with  all  thy  weight  upon  Chrifl’s  righteoufnefs ; 
take  heed  of  having  one  foot  on  thy  ozvn  righ- 
teoufnefs. 
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teoufnefs,  another  on  Chrift's.  Till  Chrift  come 
and  fit  on  high  upon  a throne  of  grace,  there 
is  nothing  but  guilt  and  terror,  the  foul  hanging 
between  hope  and  fear,  which  is  an  un-go fpel 
ftate. 

He  that  fears  to  fee  the  utmoft  hell  of  his  own 
heart,  fufpefts  the  merit  of  Chrifi.  Be  thou  ne- 
ver fuch  a (inner,  try  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous. 
In  all  doubtings,  fears,  ftorms  of  confidence, 
look  at  Chiift  continually.  Do  not  argue  with 
Satan  (he  defires  no  better]  bid  him  go  to  Chrift, 
and  he  will  anfwer  him ; it  is  his  office  to  be 
our  advocate,  his  office  to  anfwer  juftice,  and 
he  is  fworn  to  that  office.  Put  Chrift  upon  it. 
If  thou  wilt  do  any  thing  thyfelf,  as  to.  fatisfa&i- 
on  for  fin,  thou  renounceft  Chrift  the  righteous. 

- ].  Satan  may  alledge  fcripture,  but  he  cannot 
anfwer  fcripture.  It  is  Chrift's  tvord  of  mighty 
authority ; Chrift  foiled  Satan  with  it.  In  all 
the  fcripture  there  is  not  an  ill  word  againft  a 
poori inner,  ftript  of  his  own  righteoufinefs.  Nay, 
it  plainly  points  out  this  man  for  the  grace. of  the 
gofpel,  and  none  elfe.'  Believe  but  Chrift's 
willingnefs,  and  that  will  make  thee  willing.  If 
thou  find  thou  canft  not  believe ; remember  it  is 
Chrift’s  work  to  make  thee  believe.  Put  him 
upon  it.  He  works  to  will  and  to  do.  Mourn 
for  thy  unbelief,  which  is  fetting  up  guilt  above 
Chrift  ; an  undervaluing  the  merits  of  Chrift,  ac- 
counting his  blood  an  unholy,  a common,  and 
unfanffifying  thing. 


Thou 
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Thou  complained  much  of  thyfelf.  Doth  thy 
fin  make  thee  look  more  at  Chrift  ; lefs  at  thy- 
felf? That  is  right;  elfe  complaining  is  but  hy- 
pocrify.  To  be  looking  at  duties  and  graces, 
when  thou  fhouldeft  be  looking  at  Chrift,  that 
is  pitiful : looking  at  them  will  but  make  thee 
proud  ; looking  at  Chrift  will  make  thee  humble. 
In  all  thy  temptations,  be  not  difcouraged. 
Thofe  furges  may  be  (not  to  break  thee,  but)  to 
heave  thee  off  thyfelf,  on  the  rock  Chrift. 

Thou  mayft  be  brought  low,  even  to  the  brink 
of  hell,  ready  to  tumble  in;  thou  canft  not  be 
brought  lower  than  the  belly  of  hell,  yet  there  thou 
mayft  look  towards  the  holy  temple.  Into  the 
old  temple  none  might  enter  but  purified  ones, 
and  with  an  offering  too.  But  now  Chrift  is  our 
temple,  to  whom  none  muft  come  but  Jinncrs, 
and  that  without  any  offering,  but  his  own  btood 
once  offered. 

8.  Thou  thinkeft,  oh,  what  a monument  of 
grace  Ihould  I be  ! There  are  many  thoufands 
as  rich  monuments  as  thou.  The  greateft  finner 
did  never  pafs  the  grace  of  Chrift.  When  the 
cloudf  are  blackeft,  then  look  towards  Chrift, 
the  handing  pillar  of  the  Father's  love.  His 
blood  fpeaks  reconciliation,  redemption,  liberty, 
mgbnefs  to  God.  Not  a drop  of  his  blood  (hall 
be  loft.  Stand  and  hearken  what  God  will  fay, 
for  he  will  fpeak  peace  to  his  people,  that  they 
return  no  more  to  folly.  He  fpeaks  grace,  m er- 
cy,  and  peace.  That  is  the  language  of  the  Fa- 
ther 
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{her  and  of  Chrift.  Wait  for  Chrift’s  appearing, 
as  the  morning  ftar.  He  fh all  come  as  certain 
as  the  morning,  as  refrefhing  as  the  rain. 

* The  fun  may  as  well  be  hindered  from  rifmg, 
as  Chrift  the  Son  of  righteoufnefs.  Look  not  a 
moment  off  Chrift.  Look  not  upon  fin,  but  look 
upon  Chrift  alfo.  In  every  duty  look  at  Chrift, 
before  duty,  to  pardon ; in  duty,  to  aflift ; after 
duty,  to  accept.  Without  this  it  is  but  carnal, 
carelefs  duty.  Let  fin  break  thy  heart,  but  not 
thy  hope  in  the  gofpel. 

9.  If  thou  haft  looked  at  works,  duties,  qua- 
lifications, more  than  at  the  merits  of  Chrift,  it 
will  coft  thee  dear.  No  wonder  thou  goeft  com- 
plaining ; graces  may  be  evidences,  but  the  me- 
rits of  Chrift  muft  be  the  foundation  of  thy 
hope. 

When  we  come  to  God,  we  muft  bring  no- 
thing but  Chrift  with  11s.  Any  ingredients  of 
our  own,  will  poifon  faith.  He  that  builds  upon 
duties  or  graces,  knows  not  the  merits  of  Chrift. 
This  makes  believing  fo  hard,  fo  far  above  na- 
ture; if  thou  believeft,  thou  muft  every  day 
renounce  thy  obedience,  thy  fan&ification,  thy 
duties,  thy  graces,  and  nothing  but  Chrift  muft 
be  held  up.  Thou  muft  take  from  God’s 
hand.  Chrift  is  the  gift  of  God.  Faith  is  the 
gift  of  God.  Pardon  a free  gift.  Ah,  how 
nature  ftorms,  frets,  rageth  at  this,  that  all  is  of 
gifh  an3  it  can  purchafe  nothing  with  tears  and 

duties ; 
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duties;  that  all  its  workings  are  excluded,  ana 
of  no  value  in  heaven  ! 

Confider,  didft  thou  ever  yet  fee  the  merits  of 
Chrifl,  and  the  infinite  fatisfaflion  made  by  his 
death  ? Didfl  thou  fee  this  when  the  burthen  of 
fin  and  the  wrath  of  God  lay  heavy  on  thv  con- 
fcience  ? That  is  grace.  The  greatnefs  of 
Chrift  s merit  is  not  known  but  to  a poor  foul  at 
thegreatefl  lofs.  * Slight  convidlions  will  but 
have  flight  prizings  of  Chrifl’s  blood  and  merits. 

* to.  Dcfpairingjinner!  Thou  lookeft  on  thy 
right  hand  and  on  thy  left,  faying.  Who  mil 'Jhezv 
us  any  good?  Look  at  Chrifl  and  be  faved,  all 
ye  ends  of  the  earth.  There  is  none  elfe.  He 
is  a Saviour,  and  there  is  none  befides  him. 
Look  any  where  elfe,  and  thou  art  undone. 
God  will  look  at  nothing  but  Chrifl,  and  thou 
muft  look  at  nothing  elfe.  Chrilt  is  lifted  up  on 
high  (as  the  brazen  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs)  that 
finners  at  the  ends  of  the  earth,  at  the  greateft 
diftance  may  fee  him.  The  leaf!  fight  of  him 
will  be  faving,  the  leafl  touch  healing  to  thee  ; 
and  God  intends  thou  fhouldfl  look  on  him, 
for  he  hath  fet  him  on  a high  throne  of  glory, 
in  the  open  view  of  all  poor  finners.  Thou  haft 
infinite  reafon  to  look  on  him.  For  he  will  bear 
thy  burdens  ; he  will  forgive,  not  only  till  feven 
times,  but  feventy  times  feven.  It  put  the  faith 
of  the  apoftle  to  it  to  believe  this,  Luke  xvii.  4, 
5.  becaufe  zve  are  heard  to  forgive,  we  think 
Chrift  is  hard. 


1 j.  Hear 
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ii.  Hear  what  he  faid,  I have  found  a ranfom. 
In  him.  I am  zcell pleafed.  God  will  have  nothing 
elfe  ; nothing  elfe  will  do  thee  good,  or  fatisfy 
confidence  but  Chrift,  who  fatisfied  the  Father. 
God  doth  all  upon  the  account  of  Chrift.  Thy 
deferts  are  hell,  wrath,  rejeftion.  Chrift’s  de- 
ferts  are  life  and  pardon.  He  will  not  on! yJJieiv 
thee  the  one,  but  he  will  give  thee  the  other. 
It  is  Chrift’s  own  glory  and  happinefs  to  pardon. 
Confider,  while  Chrift  was  upon  earth,  he  was 
more  among  Publicans  and  Sinners  than  among 
Scribes  and  Pharifees  : and  he  hath  the  fame  love 
now  in  heaven ; he  is  God  and  changeth  not. 
He  went  through  all  temptations,  borrows,  defer- 
tions;  and  hath  drank  the  bitterefi  of  the  cup, 
and  left  thee  the  fweet ; the  condemnation  is 
out.  Chrift  drank  up  all  the  Father’s  wrath  at 
one  draught ; and  nothing  but  falvation  is  left 
for  thee.  Thou  fayfl  thou  canft  not  believe, 
thou  canft  not  repent : fitter  for  Chrift,  if  thou 
haft  nothing  but  fin  and  mifery.  Go  to  Chrift 
with  all  thy  impenitency  and  unbelief,  to  get 
faith  and  repentance ; that  is  glorious.  Tell 
Chrift,  Lord,  I have  brought  no  mghteou fiefs,  no 
grace  to  be  j if  fed  by  ; I am  come  for  thine,  and 
rnujl  have  it.  We  would  be  bringing  to  Chrift, 
and  that  muft  not  be  ; not  a penny  of  nature’s 
higheft  improvements  will  pafs  in  heaven. 

12.  To  fay  in  compliment,  lam  a jinner,  is 
eafy-;  but  to  pray  with  the  Publican  indeed, 
Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  a jinner,  is  the  hardeft 
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prayer  in  the  world.  It  is  eafy  to  fay,  1 believe 
in  Ckrijl ; but  not  to  fee  him  lull  of  grace  and 
truth,  of  whofe  fullnejs  thou  mayjl  receive  grace 
for  grace.  It  is  eafy  to  profefs  Chrift  with  the 
mouth  ; but  to  confefs  him  with  the  heart,  that 
is  above  flefh  and  blood.  Many  call  Clrrift  Sa- 
viour-r  few  know  him  fo.  To  fee  grace  and  fal- 
vation  in  Chrift.  is  the  greatell  fight  iirthe  world  * 
none  can  do  that,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  lhall 
fee  that  glory  and  falvation  are  theirs.  I may  be 
afhamed  to  think  that  to  this  day  I have  known 
fo  little  of  the  blood  of  (Thrift,  which  is  the  main 
thing  of  the  gofpel.  A chriftlefs,  formal  pro- 
feffion  is  the  blacked  fight  next  to  hell.  Thou 
mayft  have  many  good  things,  and  yet  one  thing 
may  be  wanting,  that  may  make  thee  go  away 
forrowful  from-  C brill.  Thou  hall  never  fold 
all  thou  haft,  never  parted  with  all  thine  own 
righteoufnefs.  Thou  mayft  be  high  in  duty, 
and  yet  a perfeft  adverfary  to  (Thrift.  In  every 
prayer,  in  every  ordinance,  labour  after  fancli- 
fication  to  thy  utmoft  ; but  make  not  a Chrift  of 
it  to  fave  thee  ; if  fo,  it  mud  come  down  one 
way  or  other.  (Thrift's  infinite  fatisfaftion,  not 
thy  fanftifieation,  muft  be  jollification  before 
God.  When  the  Lord  fhall  appear  terrible  out 
of  his  holy  place,  fire  fhall  confume  that  as  hay 
and  Hubble.  This  will  be  found  religion,  onlv 
to  bottom  all  upon  the  everlafting  mountains  of 
God’s  love  and  grace  in  Chrift,  to  live  continu- 
ally in  the  fight  of  Chi  ill’s  infinite  merits  (they 
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are  fanftifying,  without  them  the  heart  is  carna'l) 
and  in  thofe  lights  to  fee  the  full  vilenefs  of  fin, 
and  to  fee  all  pardoned  ; in  thofe  fights  to  pray 
and  hear,  feeing  all  thy  weak  performances  ac- 
cepted continually,  to  trample  upon  all  thy  own 
righteoufnefs,  and  be  found  continually  in  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrilt  only.  Without  the 
blood  of  Chrilt  on  the  conference,  all  is  dead 
fervice. 

13.  Search  the  feriptures  daily,  as  mines  of 
gold,  wherein  the  heart  of  Chid  ft  is  laid.  Watch 
againlt  conflitutional  fins;  fee  them  in  their 
vilenefs,  and  they  fhall  never  break  out  into  aft. 
Keep  always  an  humble,  empty,  broken  frame 
of  heart,  fenfible  of  any  fpiritual  mifearriage, 
obfervant  of  all  inward  workings,  fit  for  the 
highelt  communications.  Keep  not  guilt  in  the 
confcience,  but  apply  the  blood  ol  Chrift  imme- 
diately. God  chargeth  fin  and  guilt  upon  thee, 
to  make  thee  look  to  Chrift  the  brazen  fer- 
pent. 

Judge  not  Chid  ft’s  love  by  providence,  but  by 
promifes.  Blefs  God  for  any  way  whereby  lie 
keeps  the  foul  awakened  and  looking  after 
Chrift : better  ficknefs  and  temptations,  than  fe- 
curity  and  flightnefs. 

* A flighty  fpirit  will  turn  a profane  fpirit, 
and  will  fin  and  pray  too.  Slightnefs  is  the  bane 
of  profefiion.  If  it  be  not  rooted  out  of  the 
heart  by  conflant  and  ferious  dealings  with,  and 
beholdings  of  Chrift  in  duties,  it  will  grow  more 
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ilrong  and  more  deadly,  by  being  under  church 
ordinances.  Be  ferious  and  exaft  in  duty,  hav- 
ener the  weight  of  it  upon  thy  heart ; but  be  as 
much  afraid  of  grounding  thy  comfort  on  duties 
as  on  fins.  Comfort  from  any  hand  but  Chrift 
is  deadly.  Be  much  in  prayer,  or  you  will 
never  keep  up  much  communion  with  God. 
As  vou  are  in  clofet  prayer,  fo  you  will  be  in 
all  other  ordinances. 

14.  Be  true  to  truth,  but  not  turbulent  and 
fcornful  ; reftorc  fuch  as  are  fallen,  with  all  the 
bowels  of  Chrift.  Set  the  broken  disjointed 
bones  with  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  1 Defpife  not 
the  weak ; thou  mayft  come  to  wifh  to  be  in  the 
condition  of  the  meaneft  of  them.  Be  faithful 
to  others  infirmities,  but  fenf.bie  of  thine  own. 
Vifit  fick  beds  and  deferted  fouls  much  ; they 
are  excellent  ftholars  in  experience. 

Abide  in  your  calling.  Be  dutiful  to  all  re- 
lations as  to  the  Lord.  Be  content  with  little 
of  the  world;  little  will  ferve.  Think  every 
little  much,  becaufe  unworthy  of  the  lead:. 
Think  every  one  better  than  thyfelf;  loathing 
thyfelf  as  one  fit  to  be  trampled  on  by  all  faints. 
See  the  vanity  of  the  world  and  love  nothing 
but  Chrift.  Mourn  to  fee  fo  little  of  Chrift  in 
the  world.  To  a fecure  foul  Chrift  is  but  a fable, 
the  fcripture  but  a ftorv.  Mourn  to  think  how 
many  are  under  church  order  that  are  not  under 
^ace.  Prepare  for  the  crofs ; welcome  it;  bear 
it  triumphantly  like  Chrift  s crofs,  whether, 
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v-'offs,  raockings,  contempt,  imprifonments.— 
But  fee  it  be  C hrift’s  crofs,  not  thine  own. 

15.  Sin  will  hinder  from  glorying  in  the  crofs 
of  Chrift.  And  omitting  little  things  againll 
light  may  breed  hell  in  the  confcience,  as  well 
as  committing  the  greateft  fins.  If  thou  haft 
been  taken  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  into  Chrift’s 
bofom,  and  made  fit  among  princes  in  the  houf- 
hold  of  Goa,  Oh,  how  fhouldeft  thou  live  as  a 
pattern  of  mercy  ! — Redeemed,  reftored  foul, 
what  infinite  fums  doft  thou  owe  Chrift!  With 
what  zeal  fhouldft  thou  walk,  and  do  every  duty  ! 
Sabbaths,  what  praifing  days  fhould  they  be  to 
thee  ! — Church  fellowfhip  ! What  a heaven,  a 
being  with  Chrift,  and  angels,  and  faints ! What 
a drowning  of  the  foul  in  eternal  love,  as  a 
burial  with  Chrift,  dying  to  all  things  betides 
him  ! Every  time  thou  thinkeftof  Chrift  be  afto- 
niflied  ; and  when  thou  feeft  fin,  look  at  Chrift’s 
grace,  that  did  pardon  it ; and  when  thou  art 
proud,  look  at  Chrift’s  grace,  that  fhall  ftrike 

I thee  down  in  the  cl u ft . 

w Remember  Chrift’s  time  of  love.  When 
thou  waft  naked,  then  he  chofe  thee.  Canft 
thou  ever  have  a proud  thought  ? Remember 
whofe  arms  fupported  thee  from  finking,  and 
delivered  thee  from  the  loweft  hell,  and  fhout 
in  the  ears  of  angels  and  men,  and  for  ever  fing 
praife.  praife  1 Grace,  grace  ! Daily  repent  and 
pray  ; and  walk  in  the  fight  of  grace,  as  one 
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that  hath  the  anointings  of  grace  upon 
thee.  Remember  thy  fins,  C hri ft’s  pardon ings  ; 
thy  deferts,  Chrift’s  merits;  thy  weaknefs, 
Chrift’s  ftrength  ; thy  pride,  Chrift's  humility  ; 
thy  guilts,  Chrift’s  new  application  of  his  blood  ; 
thy  wants,  Clirift’s  fulncfs;  thy  temptations, 
Chrift’s  tendernefs  ; thy  vilenefs,  Chrift’s  righ- 
teoufnefs. 

16.  Trifle  not  with  ordinances.  Be  much  in 
meditation  and  prayer.  Wait  diligently  upon 
all  opportunities  of  hearing.  We  have  need  of 
doBrine,  reproof,  exhortation,  confolation,  as 
the  tender  herb  and  the  grafs  hath  of  the  rain, 
the  dew,  the  fmall  rain,  and  fhowers.  Do  all 
thou  doft  as  unto  Chrift,  as  immediately  dealing 
with  Chrift  Jefiis,  as  if  he  were  looking  on  thee, 
and  thou  on  him,  and  fetch  all  thy  ftrength  from 
him. 

* Obferve  what  holy  motions  you  find  in  vour 
fouls  to  duties ; prize  the  leaft  good  thought  thou 
baft  of  Chrift.  The  leaft  good  word  thou  fpeak- 
eft  of  him  from  the  heart,  is  rich  mercy  : O blefs 
God  for  it!  Obferve,  if  every  day  you  have  the 
Day-fpring  from  on  high,  with  his  morning  dews 
of  mourning  for  fin,  conftantlv  vifitinsj  thee. 
Have  you  the  bright  morning  ftar,  with  frefti 
influences  of  grace  and  peace  conftantlv  arif- 
ing,  and  Chrift  fweetly  greeting  the  foul  in 
all  duties?  What  duties  make  not  more 
fpiritual,  will  make  more  carnal ; what  do 

not 


[ M 5 ] 

not  quicken  and  humble,  will  deaden  and 
harden. 

i j.  Juias  had  a fop:  but  John  leaned  on 
Chrift:s  bofom  ; that's  the  pofture  in  which  we 
fhould  pray,  and  bear,  and  perform  all  duties. 
Nothing  but  lying  in  that  bofom  will  ailfolve  all 
hardnefs  of  heart,  and  make  thee  to  mouin 
kindly  for  fin.  That  will  humble  indeed,  and 
make  the  foul  cordial  to  Chrift,  and  fin  vile  to 
the  foul.  Never  think  thou  art  as  thou  fhouldft 
be,  until  thou  come  to  this,  always  to  fee  and 
feel  thyfelf  lying  in  the  bofom  of  Chrift,  who  is 
in  the  bofom  of  his  Father.  Come  and  move 
the  Father  for  a fight  of  Chrift,  and  you  {hall  be 
fure  to  fpeed ; you  can  come  with  no  requeft 
that  pleafeth  him  better  ; he  gave  him  out  of  his 
own  bofom  for  that  very  end,  to  be  held  up 
before  the  eyes  of  all  Tinners,  as  the  eveflafting 
monument  of  his  Father's  love. 

Looking  at  the  natural  fun  weakeneth  the  eye. 
The  more  you  look  at  Chrift,  the  fon  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  the  {Longer  and  clearer  will  the  eye  of 
faith  be-.  Look  but  at  Chrift,  you  will  love  him, 
and  live  on  him.  Think  on  him  continually; 
keep  the  eve  conftantly  upon  Chrift’s  blood,  or 
every  blaft  of  temptation  will  {hake  you.  If  you 
will  fee  fin's  finfulnefs,  to  loath  it  and  mourn,  do 
not  ftand  looking  on  fin  only,  but  look  upon 
Chrift  as  fuffering  and  fatisfying.  If  you  would 
fee  yonr  grace,  your  fanftification,  do  not  ftand 
gazing  upon  them,  but  look  at  Chrift’s  righte- 
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oufnefs  firft ; look  at  your  grace  in  the  fecond 
place. 

18.  * Have  nothing  to  do  with  thy  graces  and 
fanclification  till  thou  haft  feen  Chrift  firft.  He 
that  looks  upon  Chrift  through  his  graces,  is  like 
one  that  fees  the  fun  in  water,  which  wavereth 
and  moveth  as  the  wafer  doth.  Look  upon 
Chrift  as  fhining  in  the  firmament  of  the  Father's 
love,  and  you  will  fee  him  in  his  own  glory. 
Pride  and  unbelief  will  put  vou  upon  feeing 
fomewhat  in  yourfelf  firft  ; but  faith  will  have 
to  do  with  none  but  Chrift,  who  mull  fwallow 
up  thy  fanftification  as  well  as  thy  fin.  He  that 
fets  up  his  fanftification  to  look  at  firft,  he  fets 
up  the  greateft  idol,  which  will  llrengthen  his 
doubts  and  fears.  Do  but  look  off  Chrift,  and 
prefently  (like  Peter'  you  fink  in  doubts. 

If  you  would  pray  and  cannot,  and  fo  are  dif- 
couraged,  fee  Chrift  praying  for  you:  if  you 
are  troubled,  fee  Chrift  your  peace  leaving  you 
peace  when  he  went  up  into  heaven,  again  and 
again  charging  you  not  to  be  troubled,  fo  as  to 
obftruft  your  comfort  or  your  believing.  He  is 
now  upon  the  tlftone,  having  fpoiled  upon  his 
crofs  all  whatfoever  can  hurt  or  annoy  thee  : 
he  hath  borne  all  thy  fins,  forrows,  troubles, 
temptations,  and  is  gone  to  prepare  manfions  for 
thee. 

19.  * Thou  who  haft  feen  Chrift  all,  and  thy- 
felf  abfolutely  nothing,  who  makeft  Chrift  all  thy 
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iife,  and  art  dead  to  all  righteoufnefs  befides  ; do 
Chrift  this  one  favour  for  all  his  love  to  thee, 
love  all  his  poor  faints,  (the  meaneff,  the  weak- 
eft,  notwithllanding  any  difference  in  judgment) 
they  are  engraven  on  his  heart,  let  them  be  fo  on 
thine.  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerufalem , theyjhall 
profper  that  love  thee.  Pfal.  cxxii.  6. 
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CHRISTIAN  LETTERS. 


By  Mr.  JOSEPH  ALLEINE. 


To  the  READER. 

HE  letters  of  Mr.  Samuel  Rutherford,  have 


been  generally  admired  by  all  the  children 
of  God,  into  vvhofe  hands  they  have  fallen,  for 
the  vein  of  piety,  trull  in  God,  and  holy  zeal, 
which  run3  through  them.  The  fame  piety, 
zeal,  and  confidence  in  God,  fhine  through  all 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Alleine  : fo  that  in  this  refpeft 
he  may  well  be  fliled,  the  Englifi  Rutherford. 
But  yet  there  is  a very  difcernible  difference 
between  them  : in  piety  and  fervour  of  fpirit  they 
are  the  fame : but  the  fervour  of  the  one  more 
refembles  that  of  St.  Paul , of  the  other,  that  of 
St.  John.  They  were  both  men  of  the  moft  in- 
trepid courage : but  in  love  Mr.  Alleine  has  the 
pre-eminence.  He  feems  to  excel  in  bowels  of 
mercies,  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  in  tendemefs, 
mildnels,  and  fweetnefs  of  fpirit,  even  to  his 
bittereil  enemies.  I do  not  therefore  fcruple  to 
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give  t’nefe  letters  the  preference,  even  to  M E 
Rutherford' s : as  exprefling,  in  a ftill  higher 
degree,  the  love  that  is  tong- fu jfenng  and  kind , 
which  is  not  provoked , which  ihinketh  no  evil, 
and  which  hopeth,.  beheveth,  and  enduretk  all 
things. 

London,  JOHN  WESLEY. 

March  7,  1 767. 


LETTER  L 

To  his  wife  concerning  his  acceptance  of  Taunton. 
My  dear  heart,. 

BY  this  time  I hope  thou  hafl  received  mine, 
touching  Taunton.  I find  my  heart  much 
inclining  that  way.  I will  tell  thee  the  principles 
upon  which  I go. 

Firjl,  I lay  tins' for  a foundation,  That  a man’s 
life  confifls  not  in-  the  abundance  of  the  things 
that  he  poflefleth.  It  was  accounted  a wife 
prayer  that  Agur  put  up,  to  be  fed  with  food 
convenient  for  him.  And  certain  it  is,  that 
where  men  have  leaft  of  the  world,  they 
efleem  it  leaft,  and  live  more  by  faith  in  God, 
calling  their  care  and  burden  upon  him.  O the 
fweet  breathing  of  David’s  foul ! The  flrong 
ablings  of  his  faith  when  his  condition  was  low 
and  mean  ? How  fully  doth  he  rely  upon  God. 
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And  certainly  could  we  that  are  unexperienced, 
but  feel  the  thorns  of  thofe  cares  and  troubles, 
that  there  are  in  gathering  and  keeping  much, 
and  the  danger  when  riches  increafe  of  fetting 
our  hearts  upon  them,  we  fhould  prize  the-hap- 
pinefs  of  a middle  condition.  Doubtlefs,  godli- 
nefs  with  contentment  is  great  gain.  Seekcjl  thou 
great  things  for  thy f elf [ fa  id  the  prophet  to  Baruch ) 
feek  them  not.  Certainly  a good  confcience 
is  a continual  feaft,  and  enough  for  a happy 
life. 

* Secondly,  I take  this  for  an  undoubted  truth, 
that  a dram  of  grace  is  better  than  a talent  of 
wealth  ; and  therefore  fuch  a place  where  w7e 
have  little  to  do  with  the  world  to  take  off  our 
thoughts  from  the  things  of  eternity,  and  have 
the  advantage  of  abundance  of  means,  and  the 
daily  opportunities  of  warming  our  hearts  with 
the  bleffed  fociety  of  Chriftians,  is  (if  we  pafs  a 
true  fpiritual  judgment)  without  comparison  be- 
fore another  place,  void  of  thofe  fpiritual  advan- 
tages. Let  us  think,  what  though  our  purfes 
may  thrive  better  in  a place  of  large  maintenance; 
yet  where  are  our  fouls  like  to  thrive  any  w’ay 
anfwerable  to  what  they  are  in  this?  We  fhould 
have  but  little  in  the  w’orld,  but  what  is  this,  if 
it  be  made  up  to  us,  in  communion  with  God 
and  his  people?  If  we  thrive  in  faith,  and  love, 
humility,  and  heavenly-mindednefs,  what  mat- 
ter is  it,  though  we  do  not  raife  ourfelves  in  the 
world  ? Oh  ! Who  would  leave  fo  much  grace, 
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and  fo  much  comfort  in  communion  with  Chriil 
and  his  faints,  for  the  probabilities  of  living  a 
little  more  handfomely.  ’Tis  a llrange  thing  t9 
fee  how  Chri Ilians  generally  judge.  What  is  it 
worth  a year  ? Is  the  maintenance  certain  ? 
What  charges  are  there  like  to  be  ? Thefe  are 
the  queflions  we  commonly  afk  firll,  when  we 
fpeak  of  fettling.  But  alas,  though  thofe  things 
are  to  be  confidered  too,  yet  what  good  am  I 
like  to  do  ? What  good  am  I like  to  get  ? Thefe 
fhould  be  the  chief  things  we  fliould  judge  by. 
What  if  we  have  but  a little  in  the  world  ? Why 
then  we  mud  keep  but  a fiiott  table,  and  give 
the  meaner  entertainment  to  our  friends.  O, 
but  will  not  this  be  abundantly  made  up,  if  we 
have  more  outward  and  inward  peace  ? Let 
others  hug  themfelves  in  their  corn,  and  wine, 
and  oil,  in  their  fat  livings,  and  their  large  ta- 
bles, if  we  have  more  of  the  light  of  God’s  coun- 
tenance, who  would  change  with  them? 

Thirdly,  That  the  furell  way  to  have  any  out- 
ward mercy,  is  to  be  content  to  want  it.  When 
men's  defires  are  over-eager  after  the  world,  they 
mull  have  thus  much  a year,  and  a houfe  well 
furniflied,  and  wife,  and  children,  thus  and 
thus  qualified,  God  doth  ufually,  break  their 
wills  by  denying  them,  as  one  would  crofs  afro- 
ward  child  of  his  flubborn  humour:  or  elfe  puts 
a flung  into  them,  that  a man  had  been  as  well 
without  them.  The  befl  way  to  get  riches,  is 
out  of  doubt  to  fet  them  loweft  in  one’s  defires. 
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Solomon  found  it  fo  : he  did  not  afk  riches,  but 
wifdom,  but  God  was  fo  pleafed,  that  he  threw 
in  them  into  the  bargain.  Nothing  fets  God’s- 
mercies  farther  off  than  the  want  of  free  fubmif- 
fion  to  want  them.  Certainly,  God  will  never 
be  behind  hand  with  us.  Let  our  care  be  to 
build  his  houfe,  and  let  him  alone  to  build 
ours.  , 

• Fourthly,  That  none  ever  was,  or  ever  (half 
be,  a lofer  byjefus  Chrifl.  Many  have  loft 
much  for  him,  but  never  did,  never  fhall  any  lofe 
by  him.  Take  this  for  a certainty,  whatfoever 
outward  comforts  we  leave,  or  outward  advanta- 
ges, that  we  may  glorify  him  in  our  fervices* 
and  enjoy  him  in  all  his  ordinances  more  than 
other-whcre  v:e  could,  we  fhall  receive  an  hun- 
dred fold  in  this  life.  :Tis  a fad  thing  to  fee  how 
little  Chrift  is  trufted  ; men  will  truft  him  no 
farther  than  they  can  fee  him.  Alas,  hath  he 
not  a thoufand  ways,  both  outward  and  inward, 
to  make  up  a little  outward  advantage  to  us  ? 
Have  any  ventured  themfelves  upon  him  in  his 
way,  but  he  made  good  every  promife  to  them  ? 
Let  us  therefore  exercife  our  faith,  and  ftay  our- 
felves  on  the  promife,  and  fee  if  ever  we  are 
afh amed  of  our  hope. 

Fifthly,  That  what  is  w-anting  in  the  means, 
God  will  make  up  in  the  bleffmg.  This  I take 
for  a certain  truth,  while  a man  commits  himfelf 
and  his  affairs  to  God,  and  is  in  any  w*ay  that 
God  put  him  into  : and  if  a man  have  but  a little 
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income,  if  he  have  a great  bleffing,  that  will  make 
it  up.  Alas,  we  mud  not  account  of  mercies 
by  the  bulk.  What  if  another  have  a pound  to 
my  ounce,  if  mine  be  gold  for  his  filver,  I will 
never  change  with  him.  As  ’tis  not  bread  that 
keeps  men  alive,  but  the  word  of  blefiing  that* 
proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God  ; fo  ’tis  not 
the  largenefs  of  the  means,  but  the  blefiing  of 
the  Lord  that  maketh  rich.  Oh ! If  men  did 
but  believe  this  they  would  not  grafp  fo  much  of 
the  world  as  they  do.  W ell,  let  others  take  their 
eourfe,  and  we  will  take  ours,  to  wait  upon 
God  by  faith  and  prayer:  let  others  toil  to  en- 
large their  income,  we  will  pray  God  to  enlarge 
our  blefiing,  and  I doubt  not  but  we  fh all  prove.- 
the  gainers. 

Sixthly,.  That  every  condition  hath  its  fnaresj . 
and  troubles,  and  therefore  we  may  not  expeft' 
to  be  without  them  wherever  we  be;  only  that 
condition  is  mod  eligible  that  hath  fewefl  and 
lead.  I cannot  objeft  any  thing  again  d the  pro-  - 
ppfal  of  Taunton,  but  the  raeannefs  of  the  main- 
tenance. And  let  us  confider  how-inconfidera*- 
ble  this  inconvenience  is*  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
we  mud  reckon  upon  meeting  with,  if  God  caff  - 
us  into  another  place.  Upon  thefe  confiderati- 
ons,  I find  my  heart  much  inclined  to  accept  of 
their  offer  at  Taunton.  I befeech  thee  to  weigh . 
the  matter  and  tell  me  thy  thoughts,  and  which:* 
way  thy  fpirit  inclines,' for  I have-  always  re=- 
folved  the  place  I fettled  in-fhouldbe  to- thy  con~- 
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tent.  I have  been  fo  large  in  delivering  my 
judgment,  that  I mull  thruft  up  my  affections 
into  a corner.  Well,  though  they  have  but  a 
corner  in  my  letter,  I am  fure  they  have  room 
enough  in  my  heart : but  I mull  conclude  ; the 
Lord  keep  thee  my  dear,  and  cherifh  thee  for 
ever  in  his  bofom  ; farewell,  mine  own  foul, 

/ ai n,  as  ever,  thine  own  heart, 
Oxon,  May  ay,  i6jg.  JOS.  ALLEIXE. 


LETTER  II. 

To  my  mojl  dearly  beloved,  my  Ckrijlian friends  in 
Taunton,  falvation. 

/ 

Mojl  loving  brethren, 

I Shall  never  forget  your  old  kindnelTes ; would 
I never  fo  fain  forget  them,  yet  I could  not, 
they  are  fo  continually  renewed;  for  there  is  ne- 
ver a dav  but  I hear  of  them  : nay,  more  than 
hear  of  them,  I feel  and  tafte  them.  The  God 
that  hath  promifed  they  that  give  to  a prophet  but 
a cup  of  cold  water,  (hall  receive  a prophet’s  re- 
ward : he  will  rccompenfe  your  labour  of  love, 
your  fervent  prayers,  your  care  for  my  welfare, 
atrd  your  bountilul  fupplies.  I do  and  will  blefs 
the  Lord  as  long  as  I live,  that  he  hath  call  my 
lot  in  fo  fair  a place,  to  dwell  in  your  commu- 
nion ; and  efpecially  to  go  in  and  out  before  you, 

and 


[ 155  ] 

and  to  be  the  meffenger  of  the  Lord  of  hods  to 
you,  to  proclaim  his  law,  and  to  preach  his  excel- 
lencies, to  be  his  fpokefman  to  you,  and  to  woo 
for  him,  to  efpoufe  you  to  one  hufband,  and  to 
prefent  you  as  a chade  virgin  unto  Chrift. 
Lord  ! how  unworthy  am  I,  of  this  glorious  dig- 
nity, which  I verily  believe  the  blighted  angels- 
in  heaven  would  be  glad  of!  I cannot  repent,, 
notwifhdanding  all  the  difficulties  that  attend  his 
defpifed  fervants,  and  that  are  like  to  attend, 
them;.  I have  fet  my  hand  to  his  plough;  and  when 
I was  entered  into  the  facred  office,  I told  you, 
“ Mod  gladly  do  I take  up  this  office  with  alt  the 
perfecution,  affliction,  difficulties  and  inconve- 
niences that  do  and  may  attend  it.'’  And  bleded 
be  God,  I am  through  his  goodnefs  of  the  fame 
mind  dill and  my  tribulations  for  Chrid,  con- 
firm my  choice  and  refolution  to  ferve  him  with' 
much  more  than  my  labours.  * Brethren,  let- 
them  take  up  with  the  world  that  have  no  better 
portion  ; be  content  that  they  fhould  bear  away" 
the  riches,  and  preferments,  and  glory,  and  fplerr- 
dor  of  the  world.  Alas' i You  have  no  reafor>ta 
envy  them  ; verily  they  have  a lie  in  their  right- 
hand:  Ah  ! How  foon  will 'their  hopes  fail  them  V 
How  foon  will  the  crackling  blaft  be  out,  ancL' 
leave  them  in  eternal  darknefs ! They  fh all  go  ■ 
to.  the  generation  of  their  fathers,  they  {hall  never 
fee  light;  like  fheep  they  fh  all  be  laid  in  their, 
graves,  and  the  upright  fhall  have  dominion  over 
them  in  the  morning.  But  for  you,  my  brethren^. 

G 6 ■ - . ' K 4 


C *S6  ] 

I am  jealous  that  none  .of  you  fhould  come  fhort 
of  the  glory  of  God.  I anr  ambitious  for  you  that 
you  fhould  be  all  the  heirs  of  an  endlefs  life,  of 
the  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiicd,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away. 

Ah  my  brethren  ! Why  fhould  you  not  be  all 
happy  ? I am  jealous  for  you  with  a godly  jealou- 
fy,  left  a promife  being  left  you  of  entering  into 
his  reft,  any  of  you  fhould  come  fhort  of  it.  O 
look  diligently,  left  any  man  fail  of  the  grace  of 
God  ! How  it  grieves  me  that  any  of  you  fhould 
fall  fhort  of  mercy  at  laft  ! That  any  of  that  flock 
over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  made,  me  overfeer, 
fhould  perifh  : when  Chrift  hath  done  fo  much 
for  you,  and  when  we,  (through  his  grace,)  have 
done  foraewhat  to  fave  them.  Ah  dear  brethren  ! 

I was  in  great  earned  with  you,  when  I befought 
you  out  of  the  pulpit,  many  a time,  to  give  a bill 
of  divorce  to  your  fins,  to  accept  of  the  mercy 
that  in  the  name  of  God  Almighty  I did  there  of- 
fer to  you.  Alas  ! how  it  pitied  me  to  look  ever 
fo  great  a congregation,  and  to  think  that  I could 
not  for  my  life,  perfuade  them,  one  quarter  of 
them,  to  be  faved  P How  it  moved  me  to  fee 
your  diligence  in  flocking  to  the  moft  hazardous 
opportunities,  fince  the  law  forbad  my  public 
preaching ; and  yet  to  think  that  many  of  you 
that  went  fo  far,  were  like  to  perifh  for  ever  for 
want  of  going  farther  1 How  fain  would  I carry 
you  farther  than  the  outward  profeftion  : O,  how 
loath  am  I to  leave  you  there  ? How  troubled  ter 
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think  that  any  of  you  fhould  hazard  much  for 
religion,  and  yet  mifcarry  for  ever  by  the  hand 
of  fecret  pride  or  untamed  paflion,  or  an  unbridled 
tongue,  or  which  I fear  moll  of  all,  a predomi- 
nant love  of  the  world  in  your  hearts.  Alas,  is 
there  no  remedy,  but  I muft  carry  you  to  hea- 
ven’s gate  and  leave  you  there  P Oh,  that  I 
fhould  leave  the  work  of  your  Houls  but  half 
done  ; and  bring  you  no  farther  than  the  almoji  of 
Chriftianity  ! Hear,  O my  people,  hear!  Altho’ 
I may  command  you,  upon  your  utmoft  peril,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  that  {hall  fhortly 
judge  you,  I befeech  you,  I warn  you  as  a fa- 
ther doth  his  children  : to  look  to  the  fecuringof 
your  everlafling  condition  : take  heed  of  refting 
in  the  outer  part  of  religion,  but  be  reftlefs  till 
you  find  a thorough  change  within,  that  you  are 
quite  new  in  the  bent  of  your  hearts ; for  here  is 
the  main  of  religion  : for  Chrift’s  fake,  for  your 
foul’s  fake  look  to  it,  that  you  build  upon  the 
rock,  that  you  unfeignedly  deliver  yourfelves  to 
the  Lord  to  be  under  his  command,  and  at  his 
difpofal  in  all  things.  See  that  you  make  no  ex- 
ceptions, no  referve,  that  you  cart  over-board  all 
your  worldly  hopes,  and  count  upon  parting  with 
all  for  Chrift  : that  you  take  him  alone  for  your 
whole  happinefs.  Wonder  not  that  I often  in-^ 
eulcate  this  : if  it  be  well  here,,  it  is  welf  all ; if 
unfound  here,  the  error  is  in  the  foundation, 
and  you  are  undone.  Brethren,  I fee  great  trials 
coming,  when  we  {hall  fee  profeffors  fall  like 
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leaves  in  autumn.  Therefore  is  it  that  I wouici' 
fo  fain  have  you  look  to  your  Handing,  and  to  fe- 
cuie  the  main.  O make  fure  whatever  you  do  ; 
get  and  keep  your  evidences  clear  ! How 
dreadful  would  your  temptation  be,  if  you 
fhould  be  called  to  part  with  all  for  Chrift,  and 
not  be  fure  of  him  neither!  Get  a clear  un- 
der Handing  of  the  terms  of  life,  which  I have  fet 
before  you  in  that  form  of  covenanting  with  God 
in  Chrift,  that  I commended  to  you.  I would 
that  none  of  you  fhould  be  without  a copy  of  it  : 
be  much  in  obferving  your  own  hearts,  and  cry- 
ing mightily  to  God  for  affurance : be  ftrift  and 
watchful  in  your  whole  courfe,  and  I doubt  not 
but  you  will  quickly  have  it. 

I cannot  conclude  till  I have  given  you  my 
unfeigned  thanks  for  your  mod  kind  and  graci- 
ous letter.  Sure  it  (hall  be  in  (lore  with  me,  and 
laid  up  among  my  treafures.  That  God  is  pleafed 
to  make  ufe  of  me  for  your  edification,  is  matter 
of  higheft  joy  unto  me  : as  alfo  to  fee  your  fted- 
faftnefs  in  Chrift.  your  unfhaken  refolutions,. 
notwithftanding  all  the  tempter's  wiles.  Go  on, 
my  dearly  beloved,  and  the  Lord  {Lengthen  yoUf 
hands  and  t our  hearts,  and  lift  you  up  above  the 
fear  of  men.  The  Lord  {Lengthen,  eftablifti, 
fettle  you,  and  after  you  have  fuffered  awhile, 
make  You  perfect : I leave  ray  brethren  in  the 
everlafting  arms,  and  reft, 

} our  embaffador  in  bonds, 

JOS.  ALLEINli 

From  the  common  goal  at  Ivel- 
chefter,  June  13 th,  1663.  LET- 
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LETTER  III. 

To  the  beloved  people,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
0/ Taunton,  grace,  mercy , and  peace,  from  God 
our  Father,  and from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 

Moll  endeared  and  beloved  friends : 

I READILY  acknowledge  myfelf  a debtor  t© 
you  all,  and  a fervant  of  all,  and  therefore  I 
have  fent  to  falute  you  all.  My  lines  fell  in  a 
fair  place  when  the  Lord  call  my  lot  among  you  ; 
I remember  the  tears  and  prayers  you  have  fent 
me  hither  with.  How  can  I forget  how  you 
poured  out  your  fouls  upon  me ; and  truly  you 
are  a people  much  upon  my  heart,  whofe  wel- 
fare is  the  matter  of  my  continual  prayers,  care, 
and  ftudy.  And  oh!  that  I knew  how  to  do  you 
good  : Ah  ! how  certainly  fhould  never  a fon  of 
you  mifcarry^-  Ah  1 how  it  pities  me  to  think, 
that  fo  many  of  you  fhould  fill  remain  in  your 
fins.  Once  more,  oh!  my  beloved,  once  more 
hear  the  call  of  the  moft  high  God  unto  you. 
The  prifon  preaches  to  you  the  fame  do&rine  as 
the  pulpit  did.  Hear,  O people,  hear ; he  that 
hath  an  ear  let  him  hear.  The  Lord  of  life  and 
of  glory  offers  you  all  mercy,  and  peace,  and 
bleffednefs;  Oh!  why  fhould  we  die?  Whofo- 
ever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  waters  of  life  free- 
ly ! What  mifs  of  life,  when  it  is  to  be  had  for 
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the  taking!  God  forbid.  O my  brethren,  my  louf 
yearns  for  you,  and  my  bowels  towards  you.  Ah, 
that  I did  but  know  what  arguments  to  ufe  with 
you  : who  fhall  chufe  my  words  that  I may  pre- 
vail with  dinners  not  to  rejeft  their  own  mercy? 
How  fhall  I get  within  them  ? How  fliall  I reach 
them  ? O that  I could  get  but  between  their  fins~ 
and  them.  Beloved  brethren,  the  Lord  Jefus 
hath  made  me,  moll  unworthy,  his  fpokefman, 
to  befpeak  your  hearts  for  him  : and  oh,  that  I 
knew  but  how  to  woo  for  him,  that  1 might  pre- 
vail ! Thefe  eight  years  have  1 been  calling,  and 
yet  how  great  a part  remain  vifibly  in  their  furs, 
and  how  few  have  I gained  to  Chrift  by  found, 
converfion  ? 

Many  among  you  remain  under  the  power  of 
ignorance  : ah  : how  often  have  I told  you  the 
dangerous,  yea,  damnable  flate  that  fuch  are  in. 
Never  flatter  yourfelves  that  you  fhall  be  faved 
though  you  go  on  in  this;  I have  told  you  often, 
and  now  tell  you  again,  God  muff  be  Life,  if 
ever  you  be  faved  without  being  brought  out  of 
the  flate  of  ignorance:  if  ever  you  enter  in  at 
the  door  of  heaven,  it  mull  be  by  the  key  of 
knowledge,  ymu  cannot  be  faved,  except  you  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  A peo- 
ple that  remain  in  grofs  ignorance,  that  are  with- 
out underftanding,  the  Lord  that  hath  made 
them,  will  not  have  mercy  on  them.  Oh,  for 
the  love  of  God  and  your  fouls,  I befeech  you 
awake  and  beflir  yourfelves  to  get  the  having 
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knowledge  of  God.  You  that  are  capable  of 
learning  a trade,  are  you  not  capable  of  learning 
the  way  to  be  faved  ? And  is  it  not  pity  that  you 
ihould  periih  for  ever  for  want  of  a little  pains, 
and  ftudy,  and  care  to  get  the  knowledge  of 
God  ? Study  the  catechifm  ; if  poffible,  get  it 
by  heart ; if  not,  read  it  often,  or  get  it  read  to 
you  ; cry  unto  God  for  knowledge  ; improve  the 
little  you  have  by  living  anfwerably.  Search  the 
fcriptures  daily,  get  them  read  to  you  if  you 
cannot  read  them.  Improve  your  fabbaths  dili- 
gently, and  I doubt  not  but  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
means,  you  will  fooner  arrive  to  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift  than  of  a trade. 

Many  have  efcaped  the  grofs  pollutions  of  the 
•world,  but  ftick  in  the  form  of  godlinefs.  O I 
am  jealous  for  you!  That  you  may  not  lofe  the 
things  that  you  have  wrought,  for  the  Lord’s  fake 
put  on,  and  beware  of  perifhing  in  the  fuburbs 
of  the  city  of  refuge.  Beg  of  God  to  make 
thorough  work  with  you ; be  jealous  for  your- 
felves  and  try  your  eftates,  but  only  with  thofe 
marks,  that  you  are  fure  will  abide  God’s  trial. 

•But  for  you  that  fear  the  Lord  in  fincerity, 
I have  nothing  but  good  and  comfortable  words  : 
may  your  fouls  ever  live.  What  condition  can 
you  devife  wherein  there  will  not  be  matter  of 
joy  unfpeakable  to  you.  O beloved,  know  your 
own  happinefs,  and  live  in  that  holy  admiring, 
adoring,  praifing  of  your  gracious  God,  that  be- 
comes the  people  of  his  praife.  The  good  will 
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of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufh  with  you  alL  The 
Lord  create  a defence  upon  you,  and  deliverance 
for  you : The  Lord  cover  you  all  the  day,  and 
make  you  to  dwell  between  his  fhoulders  ! I de- 
fire your  conftant,  inftant,  earned  prayers  for 
me,  and  reft, 

A willing  labourer , and  thank- 
ful fuff  erer  for  you. 

JOS.  ALLEINE, 

From  the  common  goal,  in  Ivel- 
chefter,  July  afh,  1 663. 


LETTER  IV. 

To  my  mojl  endeared  friends-,  the  fervants  of  Chrijl 
in  Taunton,  grace  and  peace. 

Mojl  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for, 
my  joy  and  crown  : 

MY  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  to  God  for  you 
is,  that  you  may  be  faved.  I know  that 
you  are  the  butt  of  men’s  rage  and  malice  : but 
you  may  fatisfy  yourfelves  a 5 David  in  fuftaining 
Shimei’s  curfes  : it  may  be  the  Lord  will  look 
upon  your  affhflion,  and  requite  good  for  their 
curbing  this  day.  But  however  that  be,  hold  on 
your  way.  Your  name  indeed  is  caft  out  as 
evil,  and  you  are  hated  of  all  men  for  (Thrift's 
fake,  for  cleaving  to  his  ways  and  fervants : but 
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let  not  this  difcourage  you,  for  you  are  now 
more  than  ever  bleffed  : only  hold  faft,  that  no 
man  take  your  crown.  Let  not  any  that  have 
begun  in  the  fpirit  end  in  the  flcfh.  Do  not 
forfake  God,  till  he  forfake  you  ; he  that  endu- 
reth  to  the  end  lhall  be  faved  : the  promife  is  to 
him  that  overcometh ; therefore  think  not  of 
looking  back : now  you  have  fet  your  hands  to 
Chrift’s  plough,  though  you  labour  and  fuffer, 
the  crop  will  pay  for  all : now  the  Lord  is  try- 
ing who  they  be  that  will  truft  him.  The  world 
are  all  for  a prefent  pay ; they  mull  have  fome- 
thing  in  hand,  and  will  not  follow  the  Lord 
when  there  are  hazard  and  hardfhip  in  his  fer- 
vice.  But  now' is  the  time  for  you,  to  prove 
yourfelves  believers,  when  there  is  nothing  vifi- 
ble  but  hazard  and  expence,  and  difficulty  in 
your  Maker’s  fervice.  Now,  my  brethren,  ftand 
fall  in  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be  ftrong  : if 
you  can  truft  in  his  promifes  now,  when  nothing 
appears  but  bonds,  and  Ioffes,  and  tribulation, 
this  will  be  like  believers.  * Brethren,  I be- 
feech  you  to  reckon  upon  no  other  but  croffes 
here.  Let  none  of  you  flatter  yourfelves  with 
dreams  of  fleeping  in  your  eafe,  and  temporal 
profperity,  and  carrying  heaven  too.  Count  not 
upon  reft  till  you  come  to  the  land  of  promife. 
Not  that  I would  have  any  of  you  to  run  upon 
hazards  uncalled  : no,  we  flrall  meet  them  foon 
enough  in  the  way  of  our  duty,  without  we  turn 
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aiide  : but  r would  have  you  call  over-board  your 
worldly  hopes,  and  be  content  to  wait  till  you 
come  on  the  other  fide  the  grave.  Is  it  not 
enough  to  have  a whole  eternity  of  happinefs  ? 
If  God  throws  in  the  comforts  of  this-  life  too, 
I would  not  have  you  throw  them  back  again,  or 
defpife  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  : but  I would, 
that  you  fhould  ufe  this  world,  as  not  abufing 
it,  that  you  fhould  be  crucified  to  the  world,  and 
the  world  to  you  that  you  fhould  declare  plain- 
ly that  you  feek  a better  country,  which  is  an 
heavenly.  Ah ! my  dear  brethren,  I befeech 
you  carry  it  like  pilgrims  and  ffrangers ; abffain 
from  flefhly  lulls  which  war  againlt  your  fouls  ; 
for  what  have  we  to  do  with  the  cufloms  and 
fafhions  of  this  world,  who  are  ffrangers  in  it  ? 
Be  contented  with  travellers  lots  : know  you  not 
that  you  are  in  a flrange  land  l All  is  well  as 
long  as  it  is  well  at  home;  I pray  you  bre- 
thren, daily  confider  your  condition  : Do  you 
not  remember  that  you  are  at  an  inn  ? And  what 
though  you  be  but  meanly  accommodated  ? 
Though  you  fare  hard,  and  lie  hard  ! Is  this  a 
flrange  thing  ? What  fhould  travellers  look  for 
elfe  ? Indeed  if  you  wrere  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  his  own.  But  now  God  hath  called 
you  out  of  the  world;  therefore  thewoild  hateth 
you.  But  remember,  it  is  your  duty  to  love 
them,  even  while  they  hate  you  ; and  to  prav 
for  mercy  for  them,  thaLwill  fhew  no  mercy, 
...  or 
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■or  jufiice.  This  I defire  you  to  obferve  as  a 
great  duty  of  the  prefent  times  : and  let  not  any 
fo  forget  their  duty,  as  to  wifh  evil  to  them  that 
do  evil  to  us,  or  to  pleafe  tbemfelves  with  the 
•thoughts  of  being  even  with  them.  Let  us  corn- 
mit  ourfelv.es  to  him  that  judgeth  righteouflv, 
-and  drew  ourfelves  the  children  of  the  Mod; 
High,  who  doth  good  to  his  enemies,  and  is 
kind  to  the  unkind  and  unthankful  : And  what 
though  they  do  hate  us  ? Their  love  and  good- 
will were  much  more  to  be  feared,  than  their 
hatred.  Brethren,  keep  yourfelves  id  the  love 
of  God  ; here  is  wifdorn.  O happy  fouls,  that 
are  his  favourites  ! For  the  Lord’s  fake  look  to 
this,  make  fare  of  fomething  ; look  to  your  fin- 
■ cerity  above  all  things:  let  not  any  of  you  con- 
•clude,  that  becaufe  you  are  of  the  differing  par- 
ty, therefore,  all  is  well : look  to  the  foundation, 
that  your  hearts  be  taken  off  from  every  fin,  and 
fet  upon  God  as  your  bledednefs  : beware  that 
none  of  you  have  only  a name  to  live,  and  be 
no  more  than  almoft  Chriftians.  For  the  love 
■of  your  fouls,  make  a diligent  fearch,  and  try 
upon  what  ground  you  -ft arid ; for  it  pities  me 
to  think  any  of  you  fhould  hazard  fo  much,  and 
-yet  lofe  all  at  laff.  But  when  once  you  bear  the 
naark  of  God’s  favour,  you  need  not  fear  the 
world’s  frowns.:  chear  up  therefore,  brethren,  be 
dtrong  in  the  Lord,  arid  of  good  courage  under 
the  world’s  adage  : fear  not,  in  our  Father’s- 
Loufe  there  is  bread  enough,  and  room  enough  : 
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this  is  fiifficient  to  comfort  us  under  all  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  the  way,  that  we  have  fo  happy 
a home,  fo  ready  a Father,  fo  goodly  an  heritage. 
Gh,  comfort  one  another  with  thefe  words:  let 
God  fee  that  you  can  trail  in  his  word  : let  the 
world  fee  that  you  can  live  upon  God.  I lhall 
fhare  my  prayers  and  loves  among  you  all,  and 
commit  voir  to  the  almighty  God  : the  keeper 
of  Ifrael  that  never  flumbereth  nor  flftepeth,  be 
your  watchman  and  keeper  to  the  end,  farewell. 
I am, 

A fervent  wdl-wijlier  of  your  temporal 

and  eternal  affairs , 

JOS.  ALLEIXE. 

Ft  om  the  common  goal  at  Ivel- 
cheller,  July  24,  1663. 


LETTER  V. 

To  my  mojl  dearly  beloved  friends,  in  Taunton, 
grace  and  peace. 

Mojl  endeared  Chrifliani. 

MY  heart  is  with  you,  though  I am  abfent. 

Dear  fellow  foldiers  under  the  captain  of 
our  falvation,  confider  your  calling,  and  approve 
yourfelves  men  oi  refolution  ; be  difcouraged 
with  no  difficulties  of  your  prefent  warfare.  As 
for  human  affairs,  I would  have  vou  to  be  as  you 
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are,  men  of -peace.  I would  have  you  armed,  nci 
for  r effing,  God  forbid  ; but  for  fujfering  only. 
You  ihould  refift,  to  the  uttermoft,  driving 
againft  fin.  Here  you  muft  give  no  quarter! 
For  if  you  fpare  but  one  Jgag,  the  life  of  your 
fouls  mull  go  for  the  life  of  your  fin.  God  will 
not  fmile  on  that  foul  that  fmiles  on  fin,  nor 
have  any  peace  with  him,  that  is  at  peace  with 
Ills  enemy.  Other  enemies  you  muft  forgive, 
and  love,  and  pray  for;  but 'for  ihefe  Fp  i ritual 
enemies,  all  your  affections,  and  all  your  .prayers 
muft  be  engaged  againft  them  : y'ea,  you  muft 
admit  no  parley : it  is  dangerous  to  difpute  with 
temptations.  * Remember  what  Eve  loft  by 
-parleying  with  Satan:  you  muft  fly  from  temp- 
tations, and  put  them  off  at  firft  with  a peremp- 
tory denial.  If  you  will  but  hear  th£  devil’s  ar- 
guments, and  the  fielh’s  pleas,  it  is  an  hundred 
to  one  but  you  are  infnared.  And  for  this  pre- 
fent  evil  world,  the  Lord  deliver  you  from  it. 
Surely  you  had  need  watch  and  be  fober,  omelfe 
this  world  is  like  to  undo  you.  I have  often 
w’arned  you  not  to  build  upon  an  external  bappi- 
nefs ; and  to  promife  yourfelves  nothing  but 
hardfhip  beret  Oh  lull  remember  your  ftation  ; 
foldiers  muft  not  count  upon  reft,  and  fullnefs, 
.but  hunger,  and  hardnefs.  Labour  to  get  right 
apprehenfions  of  the  world.  Do  not  think  thefe 
things  neceffary.  One  thing  is  needful : you 
may  be  happy  in  the  want  of  all  outward  com- 
forts. Do  not  think  yourfelves  undone,  if 
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brought  to  want  or  poverty  : fludy  eternity, 

and  you  will  fee  it  to  be  little  material  to  you, 
whether  you  are  poor  or  rich:  you  may  have  ne- 
ver fuch  an  opportunity  for  your  advantage  in  all 
your  lives,  as  when  you  feem  to  run  the  velfel 
upon  the  rocks.  Set  your  enemies  one  againft 
the  other  ; death  againll  the  world  ; no  fuch  way 
to  get  above  the  world,  as  to  put  yourfelves  into 
the  pofieffion  of  death. 

* Look  often  upon  the  dud  that  you  (hall  be 
reduced  to,  and  imagine  you  faw  your  bones 
tumbled  out  of  your  graves,  as  they  are  like 
fhortly  to  be,  and  men  handling  your  fkulls,  and 
enquiring  whofe  is  this  ? Tell  me,  of  what  ac- 
count will  the  world  be  then  ? Put  yourfelves 
often  into  y'ourgraves,  and  look  out  from  thence 
upon  the  world,  and  fee  what  judgment  you 
have  of  it.  Mull  not  you  fhortly  be  forgot 
among  the  dead  ? Your  places  will  know  you  no 
more,  and  your  memory'  will  he  no  more  among 
men,  and  then  what  will  it  profit  you  to  have 
lived  in  fafhion  and  repute  ? One  ferious  walk 
over  a church-yard,  might  make  a man  mortified 
to  the  world.  Think  upon  how  many  you 
tread;  but  ye  know  them  no't  : no  doubt  they 
had  their  eflates,  their  friends,  their  bufinelfes, 
and  kept  as  much  dir  in  the  world  as  others  do 
now.  But  alas,  what  are  they  the  better  for  all 
this  ? Know  you  not  that  this  mud  be  your  own 
cafe  fhortly  ? Oh  the  unbappinefs  of  man;  how 
is  he  bewitched  ; and  befooled,  that  he  fhould 
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expend  himfelf  for  that  which  he  knows  fhall 
forever  leave  him  ! Brethren,  I befeech  you  lay 
no  flrefs  upon  thefe  perifhing  things,  hut  labour 
to  be  at  a holy  indifference  about  them : is  it  for 
one  that  is  in  his  wits  to  fell  his  God,  his  foul,  for 
things  he  is  not  fure  to  keep  a dav,  and  which 
he  is  fure  after  a lew  lleepings  and  wakings  more, 
to  leave  behind  him  for  ever  P Go,  and  talk 
with  dying  men,  and  fee  what  apprehenfions 
they  have  of  the  world  ? If  any  fliould  come  to 
thefe,  and  tell  them  here  is  fuch  and  fuch  pre- 
ferments for  you  ; you  fhall  have  fuch  titles  of 
honour  and  delights,  il  you  will  now  difown 
religion,  do  you  think  fuch  a motion  would  be 
embraced  ? Brethren,  why  fhould  we  not  be 
wife  in  time  ! Why  Ihould  we  not  now  be  of  the 
mind,  of  which  we  know  we  lliall  he  all  fhortly  ? 
Woe  to  them  that  will  not  be  wife,  till  it  be  to 
no  purpofe  ! Woe  to  them  whofe  eves  nothing 
but  death  and  judgment  will  open  1 Woe  to  them 
that  though  they  have  been  warned  by  others, 
and  have  heard  the  world’s  greatelf  darlings  in 
death  cry  out  of  its  vanity,  yet  would  take  no 
warning;  but  mull  ferve  themfelves  too,  for 
warnings  to  others.  Ah  ! mv  beloved,  beware 
there  be  none  among  yon,  that  will  rather  part 
with  their  confciences  than  with  their  ellates; 
that  have  fecret  refer’ves  to  fave  themfelves 
whole,  when  it  comes  to  the  pinch  ; and  not  to 
he  of  the  religion  that  will  undo  them  in  the 
world.  Beware  that  none  of  you  have  vour 
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hearts  where  your  feet  fhould  be,  and  love  your 
mammon  before  your  Maker. 

May  the  Lord  of  Hofts  be  with  you,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob  your  refuge.  Farewell  my  dear 
brethren,  farewell,  and  be  llrong  in  the  Lord. 
I am 

Your's  to ferve  you  in  the  gof pel, 
whether  by  dang  or  f offering 

JOS.  ALLEINL. 

From  the  common  gaol  at  Ivel- 
chefter,  Aug.  31,  1663. 


LETTER  VI. 

To  the  beloved  friends,  the  flock  of  Chrijl  in  Taun- 
ton, falvation. 

Mojl  dearly  beloved,  and  longed for, 
my joy  and  crown  : 

I Mull  fay  of  you  as  David  did  of  Jonathan, 
Verypleafant  have  you  been  unto  me,  and 
your  love  to  me  is  wonderful.  And  as  I have  for- 
merly taken  great  content  in  that  my  lot  was  call 
among  you,  fo  I rejoice  in  my  prefent  lot,  that  I 
am  called  to  approve  my  love  to  you  by  fullering 
for  you ; for  you,  I fay  ; for  you  know  I have 
not  fought  your’s  but  you ; and  that  lor  doing  my 
duty  to  your  fouls,  I am  here  in  thefe  bonds, 
, which 
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which  I chearfully  accept  through  the  grace 
of  God  that  ftrengtheneth  me : Oh ! that 

your  hands  might  be  ftrengthened,  and  your 
hearts  encouraged  in  the  Lord  your  God  by  our 
bufferings  ! See  to  it,  that  you  hand  faff  in  the 
power  of  the  holy  doftrine,  which  we  have 
preached  from  the  pulpit,  preached  at  the  bar ; 
preached  from  the  prifon  : it  is  a gofpel  worth 
buffering  for:  bee  that  you  follow  after  holinefs, 
without  which  no  man  (hall  fee  God  ! Oh  the 
madnebs  of  the  blind  world,  that  they  fhould  put 
from  them  the  only  plank  upon  which  they  can 
ebcape  to  heaven  ! Alas  for  them  ! They  know 
not  what  they  do.  What  would  not  thebe  foolilh 
virgins  do,  when  it  is  too  late,  for  a little  of  the 
oil  of  the  wife!  But  let  not  any  of  you  be  wife 
too  late  : look  diligently,  left  any  man  fail  ol  the 
grace  of  God.  Beware  that  none  of  you  be  cheat- 
ed through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  your  hearts,  with 
counterfeit  grace.  There  is  never  a grace  but 
hath  its  counterfeit ; and  there  is  nothing  more 
common,  than  to  miftake  counterfeit  grace  for 
true.  And  remember  you  are  undone  for  ever, 
if  you  fhould  die  in  fuch  a miftake.  Not  that  I 
would  fhake  the  confidence  of  any  found  believ- 
er, whofe  graces  are  of  the  right  kind  : buiJd  your 
confidence  fare  : fee  that  you  get  the  certain 
marks  of  falvation,  and  make  fure,  by  obferving 
your  own  hearts,  that  thefe  marks  be  in  you,  and 
then  you  cannot  be  too  confident.  But  as  you 
love  your  fouls,  take  heed  of  a groundlefs  confi- 
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dence.  Take  heed  of  being  confident  before 
you  have  tried.  I would  fain  have  you  all  fecur- 
cd  againft  the  day  of  judgment;  I would  rhat  the 
hate  of  your  fouls  were  all  well  fettled  : Oh  how 
comfortably  might  you  think  of  any  troubles,  if 
you  were  but  fure  of  your  pardons!  I befoech 
you,  whatever  you  negleft,  look  to  this:  I am 
afraid  there  are  among  you  that  have  not  made 
your  peace  with  God  ; that  are  not  yet  acquaint- 
ed with  that  great  work  of  converfion  : Inch  I 
charge  befoie  the  living  God,  to  fpeed  to  Chrift, 
and  without  any  more  delay  to  put  away  their 
iniquities,  and  deliver  up  themfelves  to  Jems 
Chrilf,  that  they  may  be  faved.  It  is  not  your 
profeflfion  or  external  duties,  that  will  fave  vou  : 
no,  no,  you  muff  be  converted  or  condemned. 
It  is  not  enough  that  you  have  fome  love  to 
God’s  ways  and  people,  and  are  willing  to  ven- 
ture fomething  for  them  ; all  this  will  not  prove 
you  found  Chriflians  : Have  your  hearts  been 
changed?  Have  vou  been  fcundly  convinced  of 
your  fins  ? Of  your  damnable  and  undone  con- 
dition ? And  your  utter  inability  to  lick  vour- 
felves  whole  by  your  own  duties  ? Have  you  been 
brought  to  fuch  a fenfe  of  fin,  that  there  is  no  fin, 
but  you  heartily  abhor  it  ? Are  you  brought  to 
fuch  a :-nfe  of  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  and  of  the 
Jaws  and  wavs  of  God,  that  you  defite  to  know 
the  whole  mind  of  God  ? Would  you  not  ex- 
cufe  yourfelvesbv  ignorance  from  any  ditty,  and 
do  not  you  allow  yourfelves  in  the  negleH  of  any 
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thing  confcience  charges  upon  you  as  a duty  ? 
Are  your  very  hearts  fet  upon  the  glorifying  and 
enjoving  of  God,  as  your  greatefi  happinefs  ? 
* Had  you  rather  be  the  holieh  than  be  the  richeft 
and  greatefi  in  the  world  ? And  is  your  gveaieil 
delight  in  the  thoughts  of  your  God,  and  in  t our 
converfings  with  Godin  holy  exercifes ! Is  Chrifl 
more  precious  than  all  the  world  to  you  ? And 
are  you  willing  upon  the  thorough  confederation 
of  the  firi£lnefs  and  holinefs  of  his  laws,  to  take 
them  all  for  the  rule  of  your  thoughts,  words 
and  actions,  and  though  religion  may  be  dear, 
do  you  refolve,  if  God  aflifl  you,  to  go  through 
with  it,  let  the  cofl  be  what  it  will  P Happy  the 
man  that  is  in  fuch  a cafe.  This  is  a Chrifiian. 
indeed,  and  whatever  you  be  and  do  fhort  of  this, 
all  is  unfound.  But  you  that  bear  in  your  fouls 
the  marks  above-mentioned,  upon  you  I lav  no 
other  burden,  but  to  hold  fall,  and  make  good 
your  ground,  and  to  prefs  forwards  towards  the 
mark.  Thankfully  acknowledge  the  grace  of 
God  to  your  fouls  ; and  live  rejoicingly  in  the 
hopes  of  the  glory  of  God  ; live  daily  in  the 
praifes  of  your  Redeemer  ; and  fludy  the  wor- 
thinefs,  excellency,  and  glory  of  his  attributes  : 
let  your  fouls  be  much  taken  up  in  contemplat- 
ing his  glorious  perfection,  and  bleffing  your- 
felves  in  the  goodly  portion  you  have  in  him  : 
live  like  thofe  that  have  a God,  and  then  be  dif- 
confolate  if  you  can  : if  there  be  not  more  in  an 
infinite  God  to  comfort  you,  than  in  a prjfon, 

H3 


C  *  17\  ] 

or  poverty  or  affliction  to  dejefl  you,  our  preach- 
ing is  vain  and  your  faith  is  vain.  Let  the 
thoughts  of  God  be  your  daily  repaft  : and  never 
be  fatisfied  til!  your  hearts  run  out  as  freely,  na- 
turally, unweariedly  after  God,  as  others  do  after 
the  world.  Farewell  my  dear  brethren,  the  Lord 
God  Almighty  be  a proteftion  to  you,  and  your 
exceeding  great  reward  ; Farewell  in  the  Lord. 
■■  I am, 

Your’s  in  the  bowels  of  the  Lord  Jefus , 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

From  the  common  gaol,  in  Ivel- 
chefter,  Sept.  11,  1663. 


LETTER  VII. 

[How  to  fhew  love  to  miniflers,  and  to  live 
joyfully.] 

To  the  mojl  loving  and  dearly  beloved,  my  Chrif 
tian  friends  in  Taunton,  grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  jrom  God  our  Father,  and from  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifi. 

Mojl  endeared  brethren, 

I Have  received  your  moving  letter,  and  could 
not  look  over fuck  tender  expreffions  without 
fome  commotion.  I may  confidently  fav,  I 
fpent  more  tears  upon  thofe  lines,  than  ever  you 
didink.  Your  deep  fenfe  of  my  labours  I can- 
not 
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not  but  thankfully  acknowledge,  yet  withal', 
heartily  confelTing,  that  all  was  but  what  I owed 
to  your  immortal  fouls  ; which  God  knows  wa» 
very  much  fhort  of  my  duty.  The  omifiions, 
imperfefiions,  deadnefs,  that  accompanied  my 
duties  I own,  and  the  Lord  humble  me  lor 
them.  But  all  that  was  of  God  [and  that  was 
all  that  was  good)  be  fure  that  you  give  to 
God  alone.  To  him  I humbly  afcribe  both  the 
will  and  the  deed,  to  whom  alone  be  glory  for 
■ever. 

* My  dear  brethren,  my  bufinefs  as  I have 
often  told  you,  is  not  to  turn  your  eyes  to  me, 
but  to  Chrift  : his  fpokefman  I am,  will  you  give 
your  hands,  your  names  to  him  ? Will  you  fub- 
fcribe  to  his  laws,  and  confent  to  his  offices,  and 
be  at  defiance  with  all  his  enemies  ? This  do,  and 
I have  my  errand.  Who  will  follow  Chrifi’s  co- 
lours ? Who  will  come  under  his  banner  ? This 
(It all  be  the  man  that  (hall  be  my  friend  ; this  is 
he  that  will  oblige  me  for  ever.  Do  thefe  let- 
ters come  to  no  loofe  finner  ? No  ignorant  din- 
ner ? No  unfound  profeffor  ? Would  they  do 
me  a kindnefs,  as  I believe  they  would  ? Then 
let  them  come  away  to  Chrift!  O finner,  be  no 
more  in  love  with  darknefs ; ftick  no  longer  in 
the  fkirts  and  outfide  of  religion.  Waver  no 
more,  halt  no  farther,  but  ftrike  in  throughly 
with  Jefus  Chrift ; except  nothing,  referve  no- 
thing, but  come  throughly  to  the  Lord,  and 
follow  him  fully.  And  then  happy  man  thou 
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ftalt  be,  for  thou  wilt  be  made  for  ever  ; and 
joyful  man  I fhall  be  ; for  I fhall  fave  a foul  from 
death.  T he  earned  beggings  ofapoorprifoner,ufe 
to  move  fome  bowels:  hear  O friends,  will  you 
do  nothing  for  aminifler  ofCl.rifl  ? Nothing  fora 
prifoner  of  Jefus  Clirifl?  Methinks  I hear  you 
anfwer,  “ Yea,  what  will  we  not  do  ? He  {hall 
never  want  while  we  have  it ; he  fhall  need  no 
office  of  love,  but  we  will  run  and  ride  to  do  it.” 
Yea,  but  this  is  not  it  that  I beg  of  you;  will 
you  gratify  me  indeed?  Then  come  in,  bow  to 
the  name  of  Jefus  ; yea,  let  your  fouls  bow,  let 
all  your  powers  do  him  homage.  Let  that  facred 
name  be  graven  into  the  fubftance  of  j our  hearts. 
Let  me  freely  fpeak  for  him,  for  he  is  worthy 
for  whom  you  fhall  do  this  thing;  worthy  to  be 
beloved  of  you ; worthy  to  have  your  very 
hearts,  worthy  to  be  admired,  adored,  praifed, 
ferved,  glorified  to  the  uttermoft  by  you,  and 
every  creature ; worthy  for  whom  vou  fhould  lay 
down  all,  leave  all  : can  any  thing  be  too  much 
for  him  ? Can  any  thing  be  too  good  for  him,  or 
too  great  for  him  ? Come  give  up  all,  refign  all, 
lay  it  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  offer  all  as  a facrifice 
to  him,  fee  that  you  he  univerfally  the  Lord’s  ; 
keep  nothing  from  him : I know  through  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  that  with  many  of  you  this 
work  is  not  yet  to  do.  Rut  this  fet  folemn  re- 
fignation  to  the  Lord  is  to  be  done  more  than 
once,  and  to  be  followed  with  an  anfwerable 
practice  when  it  is  done : fee  that  yon  walk 

worthy 
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worthy  of  the  Lord  ; but  how  ? lit  the  fear  of 
the  Lord , and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ; 
let  thefe  two  go  together.  So  fhall  you  adorn 
the  doftrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  and  experi- 
ence the  heavenly  felicity  of  a Chriftian  life: 
cleave  faff  to  Chrift,  never  let  go  your  hold; 
cling  the  falfer,  becaufe  fo  many  are  labouring 
to  loofen  your  hold.  Hold  fall  your  integrity, 
hold  fall  the  beginning  of  your  confidence  fled- 
fafl  to  the  end  : If  you  do  but  keep  your  hold, 
and  keep  your  way;  all  that  the  world  can  do, 
and  all  that  the  powers  of  darknefs  can  do,  .can 
never  do  you  harm.  Keep  your  own  vineyard 
with  conflant  care  and  watchfulnefs,  and  be  hire 
that  there  be  no  inroad  made  upon  your  confcien- 
ces,  that  the  enemy  do  cot  get  between  your  fouls  - 
and  God;  and  then  let  what  will  alfail  you' 
without,  you  need  not  fear  ! Let  this  be.  your 
daily  exercife,  to  keep  your  confciences  void  of 
offence  : keep  fair  weather  at  home,  however  it 
be  abroad.  I would  not  only  that  you  ihould 
walk  hohly,  but  that.you  (hould  walk  comfortably . . 
I need  fay  the  lefs  to  this,  becaufe  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  and  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gho.fl,  lie 
together.  Oh  the  provilion  God  hath  made  for. 
your  continual  comfort : dear  brethren,  do  ■ but 
underhand  your  own  blefiednefs,  happy  men 
that  you  are,  if  you  did  but  know  and  confkier 
it : who  would  count  himfelf  poor  that  hath  all 
the  fullnefs  of  the  Godhead  for  his.-  O Ghrif-- 
tians,  live  like  yourfelves,  live  worthy  of  yours 
portion,  and  your  glorious  prerogatives.  That 
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you  may  walk  worthy  of  your  glorious  hopes, 
and  live  anfwerable  to  the  mercies  you  have  re- 
ceived, is  the  great  defire  of 

Your fouls  fervent  well-wfher  in  bonds . 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

From  the prifon  at  Ivelchefier, 

Sept.  18,  1663. 


LETTER  VIII. 

[Remember  Chrift  crucified  ; and  crucify  fin.] 

To  the  faithful  and  well-beloved  people,  the  fervants 
of  Chrijl  in  Taunton , falvation. 

Aloft  dear  Chrifians , 

I AM  by  office  a remembrancer,  the  Lord’s 
remembrancer  for  you,  and  your  remembran- 
cer in  the  behalf  of  Chrift.  My  bufinefs  is  with 
the  apoflle,  to  flir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way 
of  remembrance.  And  who  fhall  I remember 
you  of,  but  your  interceffor  with  the  Father,  who 
hath  you  always  in  remembrance,  appearing  in 
the  prefence  of  God  for  you  ? May  his  memory 
ever  live  in  your  hearts,  though  mine  fhould 
die  ; Oh,  remember  his  love  more  than  mine ; 
remember  in  what  a cafe  he  found  you,  and  yet 
nothing  could  divert  the  purpofe  of  his  love  from 
you  : He  loathed  not  vour  rags  nor  your  rotten- 
nefs : he  found  vou  in  loathfome  filthinefs,  yet  he 
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pitied  you.  His  bowels  were  moved,  and  his 
compaflions  were  kindled,  when  one  would  have 
thought  his  wrath  fhould  have  boiled  and  his  in- 
dignation have  burned  down  to  hell  againftycu  . 
he  loathed  not,  but  loved  you,  and  wafhed  you 
from  your  fins  in  his  own  blood.  Ah  polluted 
captives  ! Ah  vile  and  putrid  carcafes  ! that  ever 
the  Holy  Jefus  fhould  bis  ownfelf  wafh  you. 
Methinks  I fee  him  weeping  over  you  ; and  yet 
it  was  a more  coftly  bath  by  which  he  cleanfed 
you.  Ah  finners  look  upon  the  fr reaming  blood 
flowing  from  his  blelfed,  body,  to  fetch  put  the 
ingrained  filthinefs  that  you- by 'find;  ad  contracted. 
Alas!  What  a horrid  filthinefs;  that  nothing-  but 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  could  wafh  away  ! 
And  what  a love  is  Cbriit’s,  that,  when  a whole 
ocean  could  not  wafh  nor  purify  us,  would  open 
every  vein  of  his  heart  to  do  the  work  ! Look 
upon  your  crucified  Lord  : do  you  not  fee  a fa- 
cred  ftream  flowing  out  of  every  member  ? Ail, 
how  thofe  holy  hands,  thofe  unerring  feet  do 
run  a ftream  to  purge  us  ! Alas,  how  the  great 
drops  of  blood  fall  to  the  ground  from  his  facred 
face  in  his  bitter  agony,  to  wafh  and  beautify 
ours!  How  his  wounded  heart  and  fide  twice 
pierced,  firft  with  love  and  pity,  and  then  with 
the  foldier’s  cruelty,  pour  out  their  healthful  and 
faving  floods  upon  us  ? Lord  ! How  do  we  forget 
fuch  love  as  this?  Ah  monfters  of  ingratitude, 
that  can  be  unmindful  of  fuch  a friend  ! Do  we 
thus  requite  him  ? Is  this  our  kindnefs  to  fuch 
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an  obliging  friend  ! Chriflians,  where  are  vouf 
afFeftions?  To  what  ufe  do  you  put  your  facul- 
ties ? What  have  you  memories  for,  but  to 
remember  him  ? What  have  you  the- power  of 
loving  for,  but  that  you  fhould  love  him  ? 
Wherefore  ferves  joy  or  defire,  but  to  long  for 
him  P And  delightfully  embrace  him  ? May  your 
fouls  and  all  their  powers  be  taken  up  with  him  ; 
may  all  the  doors  of  your  fouls  be  fet  open  to 
him.  Here  fix  your  thoughts,  terminate  here 
your  defires;  here  you  may  kindle  your  fire 
when  almofi  out.  Brethren  what  will  you  do 
now  for  Jefus  Chrift  ? Have  you  never  a facri- 
fice  to  lay  upon  his  altar  ? Come  and  I will  fhew 
you  what  you  {hall  do,  let  your  hands  be  in  the 
blood  of  your  fins,  fearch  them  out  with  dili- 
gence, fearch  your  hearts  and  your  houfes; 
whatever  iniquities  you  find  there,  out  with 
them,  put  them  far  from  your  tabernacles;  ff 
vou  crucify  them  not,  you  are  not  Jefus's  friends. 
* God  forbid  that  there  fhould  be  a lying  tongue, 
or  any  way  of  deceit  in  your  fhops  : that  his 
fervice  fhould  give  place  to  the  world  in  your 
families.  Far  be  it  from  any  of  you,  my  bre- 
thren, that  you  fhould  be  careful  to  teach  your 
children  and  fervants  the  way  of  your  callings, 
and  netdefl  to  inflruft  them  in  the  wav  of  life. 

D J 

Is  weekly  catcchifing  in  every  one  of  your  fami- 
lies ? The  Lord  convince  any  of  you  that  may 
be  guilty  of  this  negletl : Oh,  fet  up  God  in 
your  houfes;  and  fee  that  you  be'not  flovenly  in 
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clofet  performances.  Beware  of  ferving  the 
Lord  negligently  ; ferve  not  the  Lord  with  that 
which  colts  you  nothing  : look  to  it  that  you 
content  not  yourfelves  with  a cheap  and  eafy 
religion.  Put  your  flefh  to  it : be  well  alfured 
that -the  religion  that  colls  you  nothing,  will 
yield  you  nothing:  Keep  up  the  life  of  religion 
in  your  family  and  clofet  duties.  Fear  nothing 
like  a cultomary  and  carelefs  performance  of 
God’s  fervice.  Judge  your  ownfelves  whether 
lazy  wilhes,  idle  complaints,  and  yawning  pray- 
ers are  like  to  carry  you  through  the  mighty 
difficulties  that  you  mull  get  through,  if  ever 
you  come  to  heaven.  When  you  find  your- 
felves going  on  in  a liltlefs,  heartlefs  courfe,  alk 
yourfelves,  is  this  to  take  the  kingdom  of. heaven 
by  violence  ? See  that  you  facrifice  yourfelves 
to  the  Lord,  that  now  you  live  to  Chriff  himfelf. 
As  Chrilt  hath  made  over  his  life  and  death  to 
you,  fo  let  it  be  your  care  to  live  and  die  to 
him.  Labour  to  look  upon  all  your  enjoyments 
as  Chrilt’s  goods;  upon  your  time,  parts, 
ftrength,  as  his  talents : look,  upon  yourfelves 
only  in  the  quality  of  fervants  and  Rewards,  that 
are  to  hulband  all  thefe  for  your  Lord’s  ad- 
vantage, and  as  thofe  that  mull  give  an  account. 
And  pray  for  me  that  I may  take  the  counfel 
that  I give.  1 blefs  the  Lord,  I want  nothing 
but  the  opportunity  of  being  ferviceable  to  you  : 
but  I hope  the  Lord  will  make  my  bonds  for 
you,  to  be  ufefu!  to  your  edification  ; if  I may 
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glorify  God,  and  ferve  you  bell  by  being  here, 
I lhall  never  wilh  to  come  out.  Finally  brethren, 
farewell : be  perfe£l,  be  of  good  comfort,  be  of 
one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love 
and  peace  fhall  be  with  you.  I am, 

The  ready  fervant  oj  your  faith  and joy, 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

From  the  prifon  at  Ivelchefter, 

Od.  \\th,  1663. 


LETTER  IX. 

1 

[On  daily  felf-examination.] 

To  the  mofl  beloved  people,  the  Jlock  of  Chrifl  in 
Taunton,  falvation. 

Mojl  dear  brethren, 

BRETHREN  how  Hands  it  with  you  ? Doth 
the  main  work  go  on  ? do  your  fouls  prof- 
per  ? This  is  my  care  ; beware  that  you  flag  not, 
that  you  faint  not  now  in  the  evil  day.  I under- 
fland  that  your  dangers  grow  upon  you.  May  your 
faith  and  courage  grow  much  more  abundantly  ! 

Some  of  your  enemies,  I hear,  are  in  great 
hopes  to  fatisfy  their  deflres  upon  you.  Well, 
be  not  difcouraged  my  dear  brethren,  but  blefs 
the  Lord,  who  of  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  lo 
remarkably  preferred  you  To  long  beyond  all 

expectation 
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expectation.  Let  it  not  be  a ftrange  thing  to 
you,  if  the  Lord  doth  now  call  you  to  fome 
difficulty : forfake  not  the  allembling  of  your- 
felves  together,  as  the  mhnner  of  fome  is.  I 
plainly  fee  the  coal  of  religion  will  foon  go  out, 
unlefs  it  have  fome  better  helps  to  cherifh  it, 
than  a carnal  minifirv,  and  lifelefs  adminiftra- 
tion.  Dear  brethren,  now  is  the  time  for  you 
that  fear  the  Lord,  to  fpeak  often  one  to  an- 
other : manage  your  d'uties  with  what  prudence 
you  can,  but  away  with  that  carnal  prudence, 
that  will  decline  duty  to  avoid  danger. 

* I left  you  fome  helps  for  daily  examination, 
I am  jealous  left  you  fhould  grow  flack,  or  flight, 
and  carelefs  in  that  duty.  Let  me  afk  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  doth  never  a day  pafs  you, 
but  you  folemnly  and  ferioufly  call  yourfelves  to 
an  account,  what  your  carriage  hath  been  to 
God  and  men  ? Speak  confluence  ? Is  there 
never  an  one  within  the  hearing  of  this  letter, 
that  is  a negle&er  of  this  duty  ? Doth  every  one 
of  your  confluences  acquit  you  ? Oh  that  they 
did!  Tell  me,  would  not  fome  of  you  be  put 
fhrewdly  to  it,  if  I fhould  afk  you  when  you 
read,  or  thought  over  the  queftions  that  were 
given  you  for  yrour  help  ? Would  you  not  be  put 
to  a blufh,  to  give  me  an  anfwer  ? And  will  you 
not  be  much  more  afhamed,  that  God  fhould 
find  you  tardyr  ? Not  that  I would  neceflarily 
bind  you  up  to  that  very  method  ; only  till  you 

have 
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have  found  a way  more  profitable,  I would  de- 
fire  you,  yea,  I cannot  but  charge  you,  to  make 
daily  ufe  of  that.  Awake  confcience,  and  do 
thou  fall  upon  that  foul  that  thou  findeft  carelefs 
in, this  work,  and  never  let  him  be  at  reft  till 
thou  canft  itnefs  for  him,  that  he  is  a daily  and 
Jlriil  obferver  of  himfelj \ and  doth  live  in  the 
conftant  praftice  of  this  duty.  What  ! Shall 
neither  God’s  charge  nor  your  profit  hold  you 
to  your  work?  Yet  I may  not  doubt,  but  fome 
of  you  do  daily  perform  this  duty.  The  Lord 
encourage  you  in  it : yet  give  me  leave  to  afk 
you  what  you  have  gained?  Are  you  grown 
more  univeifally  confcientious,  more  ftridf,  more 
humble,  and  more  fenfible  of  your  many  ar.d 
great  defedls,  than  you  were  before?  If  fo  blef- 
ffed  are  you  of  the  Lord  ; if  otherwise,  this  duty 
hath  been  but  {lightly  performed  by  you.  What 
can  you  fay  to  this  queftion  ? Doth  your  care  of 
your  ways  abate  or  increafe,  by  the  conftant  ufe- 
of  this  duty  ? If  it  abate,  remember  from  whence 
you  are  fallen,  and  repent;  as  good  not  to  do 
it  at  all,  as  not  to  the  purpofe. 

The  Lord  God  be  a fun  and  a fnield  to  you. 
My  moft  dear  love  to  you  all ; fare  you  well  in 
the  Lord.  I am, 

Your  embajfador  in  bonds , 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

From  the.  common  gaol  at  Ivel- 
chefter.  Oil.  20,  1663. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  X. 

[Motives  and  marks  of  growth.] 

To  the  mojl  loving  and  bejl  beloved,  the fervants  of 
Chrijl  in  Taunton,  grace  and  peace. 

Mojl  dear  and  tender  friends  : 

WHOSE  I am,  and  whom  under  God  I 
defire  to  ferve  ; to  build  you  up  in  ho- 
linefs,  and  comfort,  hath  been  through  grace  my 
great  ambition.  This  is  lhat  which  I laboured 
for;  this  is  that  which  I fuffer  for  : and  in  fhort, 
the  end  of  all  my  applications  to  you,  and  to 
God  for  you.  How  do  your  fouls  profper?  Are 
they  in  a thriving  cafe  ? What  progrefs  do  you 
make  in  fanftification  ? Doth  the  houfe  of  Saul 
grow  weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  houfe  of  Da- 
vid {Longer  and  {Longer  ? Behold,  I am  jealous 
of  you  with  a godly  jealoufy,  left  any  of  you 
fhould  lofe  ground  in  thefe  declining  times  : and 
therefore  cannot  but  be  often  calling  upon  you 
to  look  to  your  {landing,  and  to  watch  and  hold 
faft,  that  no  man  take  your  crown.  Ah!  How 
furely  fhall  you  reap  in  the  end,  if  you  faint 
not  ! Take  heed  therefore  that  you  lofe  not  the 
things  you  have  wrought,  but  as  you  have  begun 
well,  fo  go  on  in  the  {Length  of  Chrift,  and 

give 
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give  diligence  to  the  full  affurance  of  hope  te 
the  end. 

Do  you  need  motives?  1.  How  much  arc  you 
behind  hand ? Oh  the  fair  advantages  that  we 
have  loft!  What  time,  what  fabbaths,  fermons, 
facraments,  are  upon  the  matter  loft  ? How  much 
work  have  we  yet  to  do  ? Are  you  fure  of  hea- 
ven yet  ? Are  you  fit  to  die  yet  ? Surely  they 
that  are  under  fo  many  great  wants,  had  need  to 
fet  upon  fome  more  thriving  courfes. 

Secondly,  Confider  what  others  have  gained, 
whilji  we  it  may  be  fit  down  by  the  lofs : Have  we 
not  met  many  veftels  richly  laden,  while  our 
fouls  are  empty?  Oh,  the  golden  prizes  that  fome 
have  won  ? While  we  have  folded  the  hands  to 
fleep  ! Have  not  many  of  our  own  {landing  in 
religion,  left  us  far  behind  them  ? 

* Thirdly,  Confider  you  will  all  find  little  enough 
when  you  come  to  die : The  wife  among  the  vir- 
gins have  no  oil  to  fpare,  at  the  coming  of  the 
bridegroom  ; temptation  and  death  will  put  all 
your  graces  to  it.  How  much  ado  ha\e  many 
had  at  laft  to  put  into  this  harbour ! David  cries 
for  refpite,  till  he  had  recovered  a little  more 
ftrength. 

Fourthly,  Confider  how  fiort  your  time  for  ga- 
thering in  probably  is?  The  Israelites  gathered 
twice  fo  much  manna  againft  the  fabbath  as  they 
did  at  other  times,  becaufe  at  that  time  there  was 
no  manna  fell.  Brethren,  you  know  not  how 

long  you  have  to  lay  in  for.  Do  you  afk  for 
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marks  how  you  may  know  your  fouls  to  be  in  a 
thriving  cafe  ? 

Fifl,  If  your  appetites  be  more  Prong.  Do  you 
thirft  after  God  and  after  grace,  more  than 
heretofore  ? Do  your  cares  for  and  defires  after 
the  world  abate  ? And  do  you  hunger  and  thirft 
after  righteoufnefs  ? Whereas  you  were  wont  to 
come  with  an  ill-will  to  holy  duties,  do  you 
come  to  them  as  an  hungry  ftomach  to  us 
meat  ? 

Secondly,  If  your  pulfes  beat  more  even.  Are 
you  Hill  off  and  on,  hot  and  cold  ? Or  is  there 
a more  even  fpun  thread  of  holinefs  through 
your  whole  courfe  ? Do  you  make  good  the 
ground  from  which  you  were  formerly  beaten 
off? 

* Thirdly,  If  you  do  look  more  to  the  carrying 
on  together  the  duties  of  both  tables.  Do  you  not 
only  look  to  the  keeping  of  your  own  vineyards, 
but  do  you  lay  out  yourfelves  for  the  good  of 
others,  and  are  filled  with  zealous  defires  for 
their  converfion  and  falvation  ? Do  you  manage 
your  talk  and  your-  trade,  by  the  rules  of  reli- 
gion ? 

* Do  you  eat  and  fleep  by  rule  ? Doth  reli- 
gion form  and  mould,  and  direft  your  carriage 
towards  hufband,  wife,  parents,  children,  mailers, 
fervants  ? Do  you  grow  more  univerfally  confci- 
entious  ? Is  piety  more  diffufive  than  ever  with 
you  ? Doth  it  come  more  abroad  with  you,  out 

of 
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oi  your  clofets,  into  your  houfes,  your  {hops, 
your  fields  r Doth  it  journey  with  you,  and  buy 
and  fell  for  you  ? Hath  it  the  calling  voice  in 
all  you  do  ? 

Fourthly , If  the  duties  of  religion  be  more  de- 
lightful  to  you.  Do  you  take  more  delight  in  the 
word  than  ever ! Are  you  more  in  love  with 
fecret  prayer,  and  more  abundant  in  it  ? Can- 
not you  be  content  with  your  ordinary  feafons, 
but  are  ever  and  anon  making  extraordinary  vi- 
fits  to  heaven  ? And  upon  all  occafions  turning 
afide,  to  talk  with  God  in  fome  fhort  ejaculati- 
ons'1 Are  you  often  darting  up  your  foul  heaven- 
wards ? Is  it  meat  and  drink  for  you,  to  do  the 
will  of  God  ? Do  you  come  ofF  more  freely 
with  God,  and  anfwer  his  calls  with  more  readi- 
nefs  of  mind  ? 

* Fifthly,  If  you  are  more  abundant  in  thofe 
duties  which  are  rnojl  difpleafng  to  the Jlefh . Are 

you  more  earnefl  in  mortification  ? Are  you 
more  drift  and  fevere  than  ever  in  the  duty  of 
daily  felf-examination,  and  holy  meditation  ? 
Do  you  hold  the  reins  harder  upon  the  flefii 
than  ever?  Do  you  keep  a drifter  watch  upon 
your  appetites?  Do  you  fet  a ftronger  guard  upon 
your  tongues  ? Have  you  a more  jealous  eye 
upon  your  hearts  ? 

Sixthly , IJ  you  grow  more  vile  in  your  own 
eyes.  Do  you  grow  more  out  of  love  with 
men’s  efteem,  fet  lefs  by  it  ? Are  you  not  mar- 
vellous 
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vellous  tender  of  being  flighted  P Can  you  re- 
joice to  lee  others  preferred  before  you  ? Can 
you  heartily  value  and  love  them  that  think 
meanly  of  you  P 

Seventhly,  If  you  grow  more  quick  of fenfe,  more 
fa  file  of  divine  influences , or  withdrawihgs.  Are 
you  more  afraid  of  fin  than  ever  ? Are  your  fins 
a greater  pain  to  you  than  hereiofore  ? Are  your 
very  infirmities  your  great  afflictions  ? and  the 
dailv  workings  of  corruption  a continual  grief  of 
mind  to  you  ? 

I mull  conclude  abruptly,  commending  you  to 
God,  and  can  only  tell  you  that  I am, 

Your  s in  the  Lord  Jefus , 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 
From  the  common  gaol , in  Ivel- 
chefler,  Ocl.  31,  1663. 


LETTER  XI. 

To  my  dearly  beloved,  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton, 
grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father, 
and  the  Lord  Jefus  ChriJL 

Moft  dearly  beloved, 

I HAVE  been  through  mercy  many  years  with 
you,  and  fhould  be  willingly  fo  many  years  a 
prifoner  for  you,  fo  I might  further  your  falva- 
tion.  I muff  again  and  again  thank  you  for 
your  abundant  afledtion  to  me,  which  I value  as 

a great 
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a great  mercy,  not  in  order  to  myfelf,  but  in  or- 
der to  your  benefit,  that  I may  thereby  be  a more 
likely  inftrument  of  your  good.  Surely,  fo  much 
as  I value  your  love,  yet  had  I rather  be  forfaken 
of  you  all,  and  buried  in  oblivion  ; fo  that  your 
eyes  and  hearts  may  be  fixed  on  Chrift,  and  fin- 
cerely  engaged  to  him.  Brethren,  I have  not  be- 
fpoken  your  affeftions  for  myfelf:  O that  I might 
win  your  hearts  to  Chrift.  O that  I might  convert 
you  to  him  though  you  were  diverted  from  me. 
* I fhould  much  rather  chufe  to  be  hated  of  all, 
fo  this  might  be  the  means  to  have  Chrift  fet  up 
favingly  in  the  hearts  of  you  all.  And  indeed 
there  is  nothing  great  but  in  order  to  God  ; no- 
thinsr  is  confiderable  as  it  is  terminated  in  us  : it 
matters  not  whether  we  are  in  riches  or  poverty, 
ficknefs  or  health,  in  honour  or  difgrace,  fo 
Chrift  may  be  by  us  magnified  in  the  condition  we 
are  in.  Welcome  prifon  and  poverty,  welcome 
fcorn  and  envy,  welcome  pain  or  contempt,  if  by 
tbefe  God’s  glory  may  be  promoted.  What  are 
we  for,  but  for  God  ? What  dotli  the  creature 
fignify  feparated  from  his  God  ? Why  juft  fo 
much  as  the  cypher,  feparated  from  his  figure. 
We  are  nothing  worth,  but  in  reference  to  God 
and  his  ends.  Better  were  it  that  we  had  never 
been,  than  that  we  (hould  not  be  to  him.  Better 
that  we  were  dead  than  we  fhould  live,  and  not 
to  him.  Better  that  we  had  no  underftandings, 
than  that  we  fhould  not  know  him.  Better  that 
we  were  blocks  and  brutes,  than  that  we  fhould 
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not  ufe  our  reafon  for  him.  What  are  our  inte- 
refts,  unlefs  they  may  be  fubfervient  to  his  in- 
terelf  ? Or  our  reputation,  unlefs  we  may  hereby 
glorify  him  ? - 

Do  you  love  me  ? I know  you  do.  But  who 
is  there,  that  will  leave  his  fins  for  me  ? With 
whom  fhall  I prevail  to  give  up  himfelf  in  ftrift- 
nefs  and  felf  denial  to  the  Lord  ? Who  will  be 
intreated  by  me  to  fet  upon  negle&ed  duties,  or 
reform  accuflomed  fins  ? Oh  wherein  may  you 
rejoice  me  ? In  this,  my  brethren  ; in  this  you 
fhall  befriend  me,  if  you  obey  the  voice  of  God 
by  me,  if  you  be  prevailed  with  to  give  your- 
lelves  up  throughly  to  the  Lord.  Would  you 
lighten  my  burden  ? Would  you  make  glad  my 
heart?  Let  me  hear  of  your"  owning  the  ways 
and  fervants  of  the  Lord  in  adverfity,  of  your 
patient  continuing  in  the  ways  of  holinefs.  O 
that  I could  but  hear  that  the  prayerlefs  fouls,  the 
prayerlefs  families  among  you,  were  now  given 
to  prater!  That  the  profane  finners  were  a- 
v/akened,  and  induced  by  the  preaching  of  thefe 
bonds,  to  leave  their  drunkennefs,  their  loofe 
company,  their  deceit  and  wantonnefs  ! Will 
you  not  be  made  clean  ? When  {ball  it  once  be? 
How  long  fhall  the  patience  of  God  wait  for 
you  ? How  long  (hall  the  Lord  Jefus  firetch  out 
his  hands  toward  you  ? O finners,  calf  yourfelves 
into  his  arms ! Why  fhould  you  die  ? Why 
will  you  forfake  your  own  mercy  ? Will  you 
pefifh  when  mercy  woos  you  ? Confefs  and  for- 

fake 
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fake  your  fins,  and  you  fhall  find  mercy.  Will 
you  fell  your  fouls  to  perdition  for  a little  eafe 
and  delight  in  your  flefh  ? Or  a little  of  rhe 
gam  of  unrighteoufnefs  ? Why,  fhefe  arc  the 
things  that  part  between  finners  and  Chrift. 

* I know  many  are  fpun  with  a finer  thread, 
and  are  not  fo  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But  I mull  again  warn  you  of  flaying  in  the 
fuburbs  of  the  city  of  refuge.  O what  pity  is 
it  that  any  fhould  perifh  at  the  gates  ! That  any 
fhould  efcape  the  pollutions  of  the  world,  and 
co  many  things,  yea,  and  fuffer  too,  and  yet  fall 
fhort  of  the  glory  of  God  ! Oh  ye  halting  Chrif- 
tians,  that  halt  between  Chrifl  and  the  world, 
that  are  as  Ephraim,  like  a cake  not  turned, 
dough-bakd,  profefTors,  that  have  lamps  without 
oil,  that  cry,-  Lord,  Lord,  hut  do  not  the  will 
of  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  ! How  long 
will  you  flay  in  the  place  of  the  breaking  forth 
of  children  ! and  flick  between  the  womb  and 
the  world  ? Your  religion  will  carry  you  from 
the  profane,  and  ye  own  the  people  of  the  Lord. 
But  godbnef?  is  a heart-work,  it  goes  deep,  and 
fpreads  far  : unlefs  the  frame  of  your  hearts,  and 
the  drift  of  your  courfe  be  changed,  unlefs  vou 
be  tiniverfally  confcientious,  and  unrefervedlv 
delivered  up  to  the  Lord  for  all  times  and  con- 
ditions, whatever  be  the  cofl,  vou  are  none  of 
Chrifl’s,  how  far  foever  you  go  in  external  per- 
formances. Hear  then,  O people,  and  let  not 

an 


[ *93  ] 

an  almoft  Chriftianity  deceive  yoa,  or  carry  you 
blindfold  to  perdition.  Oh  tire  thoufands,  and 
ten  thoufands  that  have  been  undone  by  one  of 
tliefe  ! Ah,  how  often  have  you  been  warned 
againfl  them,  left  you  fhould  fplir  againft  thefe 
dangerous  rocks.  O Taunton,  Taunton,  how 
often  would  God’s  fervants  have  gathered  you, 
and  you  would  not.  But  will  you  now  ? Will 
Voli  \et  come  in  ? I cannot  forbear  once  more, 
‘even  out  of  the  prifon,  to  call  after  poor  Tin- 
ners, and  make  one  tender  of  mercy  more.  O 
come  to  the  waters  of  life,  u'afh  you,  make  you 
•clean. 

But  for  you,  whofe  hearts  are  fet  againft  every 
fin,  and  are  refolved  for  God  and  holinefs  ; you 
that  experience  a thorough  change,  and  have 
refpeft  to  all  God’s  commandments,  who  will 
have  none  but  God  for  your  happinefs,  none 
but  Chrift  for  your  treafure,  that  miift  and  will 
have  him,  corns  what  will  come,  bieffed  are  ye 
of  the  Lord  : O happy  fouls  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
and  again,  I fay,  rejoice  : let  your  fouls  magnify 
the  Lord,  and  your  fpirits  rejoice  in  God  your 
Saviour.  Live  you  a life  cf  praife ; you  are 
highly  favoured  of  the  Lord,  your  lines  are 
fallen  in  a pleafant  place : only  flick  to  your 
choice  : beware  left  any  man  beguile  you  of 
your  reward  : watch  and  keep  your  garments 
about  you,  left  you  walk  naked,  and  men  fee 
your  ihanre.  Many  will  he  plucking  to  pull 
you  out  of  Chrift-’s  hands;  but  the  harder  they 
\ ol.  IX.  I pluck, 
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pluck,  the  harder  do  you  cling,  and  cleave  to 
him  : bluffed. is  he  tlxat  overcometh. 

And  now  the  God  of  heaven  fill  you  all  with 
himfelf,  and  make  all  grace  to  abound  in  you, 
and  toward  you.  May  he  be  a fun  to  comfort 
you,  and  fhine  with  his  beams  of  grace  and  glo- 
ry on  you  all  : farewell  in  the  Lord,  I am, 

Yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  gofpel, 
JOS.  ALLEINE. 


LETTER  XII. 

[How  to  live  to  God.] 

To  the  beloved  people,  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton, 
grace  and  peace. 

Mof  endeared  Chrifians, 

BELOVED,  I am,  without  a compliment, 
the  devoted  fervant  of  your  foul’s  profpe- 
t i tv  : may'  the  Lord  Jeius  be  fet  up  in  your 
hearts:  may  his  name  ever  live  in  you,  and  I 
have  what  I afk.  If  this  work  be  not  promoted 
among  you,  I Hull  account  all  my  pains  but  loft 
labour.  Brethren,  I befeech  you  that  none  of  - 
you  live  to  yburfelv.es,  for  this  were  direftiv  to 
crofs  the  end  of  Chrift’s  death  ; for  therefore  he 
died  that  you  fhould  not  live  to  vourfelves.  O 
live  to  him  that  died  for  you!  Live  to  him  that 
is  the  God  of  your  life  ! Live  to  him  that 

bought 
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bought  your  lives  with  his  own  ! To  him  that 
bought  you  from  deftruftion,  and  not  only  fo, 
but  bought  you  the  eternal  inheritance.  Will  a 
man  be  eafdy  perfuaded  to  lofe  his  life  P How 
infinitely  tender  are  men  here  ! And  yet  the 
moll  of  men  do  lofe  their  lives,  yea,  lofe  them 
for  nothing.  * Beloved,  eonfider,  I befeech  you, 
that  life  is  loft,  that  is  not  lived  unto  God.  If 
■you  would  not  lofe  your  lives  that  you  live,  live 
to  him  who  is  the  end  of  your  lives.  Oh  re- 
member this,  and  reckon  that  day  loft  which 
you  have  not  lived  unto  God  ! Brethren,  how 
great  a part  of  our  lives  have  we  loft  P I be- 
feech you  take  heed  ; you  are  careful  about 
many  things ; but  beware  that  other  things  do 
not  put  out  this,  the  fpending  your  days  and 
ftrengtb  for  him  that  made  you.  Would  it  not 
be  dreadful  for  a man  to  find  at  laft  when  he 
comes  to  his  account  with  God,  that  his  whole 
life,  or  at  leaft  the  main  of  it  had  been  but 
damnable  fell- Peeking  ? That  a man  fhould 
have  fo  many  years  allowed  him  by  God,  and 
he  fhould  at  laft;  be  found  to  have  been  a 
wicked  fervant,  that  had  fet  up  for  himfelf 
with  his  unifier's  flock,  and  alienated  his 
goods?  Well,  that  you  may  throughly  learn 
the  grand  leffon  of  living  to  God,  take  thefe 
counfels  : 

* Fir  A,  Settle  it  hi  your  heart  that  it  is  the  Jura  of 
allyoui  bufnefs  and  blejfcdntjs  to  live  unto  God  : 
:tis  your  bwfbnejs,  for  his  pieaftvre  you  are  and 
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-were  created : what  have  you  to  do  but  to  ferve 
your  Maker  in  your  general  and  particular  cal- 
lings! Beloved,  what  elfe  have  you  ftrength  for, 
but  for  God?  Doth  he  maintain  fervants,  and 
fhall  he  not  look  for  their  work  ? Would  you  en- 
dure it,  that  the  fervants  you  find  with  meat  and 
wages  fhould  fet  up  for  themfelves  ? Beloved, 
God’s  fervice  is  your  bufinefs,  and  he  made  you 
and  keeps  you  for  no  other  end.  And  it  is  your 
bleffednefs  too.  Labour  to  be  under  the  rooted 
conviftion  of  this,  that  your  happinefs  lies  in 
pleafing  and  honouring  God.  Let  the  fenfe  of 
this  live  frefh  upon  your  hearts,  and  it  will  regu- 
late your  whole  courfe. 

Secondly,  Labour  to  keep  alive  in yourfelvts  a. 
deep  fenfe. oj  your  flrong  obligations  to  God.  Often 
think  with  yourfelves,  what  a reafonable  thing  it 
is,  that  you  fhould  with  all  you  have  ferve  the 
Lord.  Beloved,  fhall  not  the  velfel  be  for  the 
ttfe  of  the  potter  that  made  it  ? Shall  not  the  fer- 
vant  trade  for  his  mailer  with  who  fie  goods  he  is 
entrufied'?  Do  you  not  fetch  all  your  bread  from 
God’s  door  ? Is  not  he  the  author  of  our  being 
and  well-being?  Is  it  not  from  him  that  you 
fetch  every  breath  ? Your  interclt  obliges  vou 
to  pleale  him.  Why  fhould  Bdftazzer' s charge 
be  againft  you  ? That  the  God  in  whole  hand 
your  breath  is,  and  whofe  are  all  your  ways,  you 
have  not  glorified,  Dan.  v.  23. 

Thirdly,  Every  moral  :g  let  -this  be  your  frfl 
and firm  rejqhdion,  I ziiUJet forth  this  day  10  the 

name 


C *97'  ] 

rut  me  of  God.  Your  firft  and  lad  thoughts  are  of 
the  greateft  confequence,  and  therefore  I advife 
you  td’  begin  and  end  with  this ; whenever  you 
lie  down,  fay  in  yourfelves,  I will  make  ufe  of 
my  bed  as  an  ordinance  of  God,  that  I may  be 
refrefhed  and  fitted  for  his  work  : whenever  you 
rife  up,  think,  I will  fpend  this  day  for  God, 
and  follow  the  bufinefs  of  my  calling,  becaufe 
I am  fo  appointed  by  God. 

Beloved,  I defign  the  fweetnefs  and  comfort, 
as  well  as  ftridlnefs  of' your  lives.  Live  to  God 
as  you  are  direfted,  and  you  fhall  marvelloufly 
profper  in  both.  I am  not  fure  yet  whether  or 
no  I lhall  fee  you  at  the  aflizes.  I leave  all  things 
to  your  Father’s- wife  difpofal,  and  commending 
you  to  God,  I reft 

Your’s  in  the  bonds  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 

JOS.  ALLEINE, 

From  theprifon  at  Ivelchefter, 

Nov.  14,  1663. 


LETTER  XIII. 

To  thebeloved  people,  the  flock  of  Godin  Taunton, 
grace  and  peace. 

Mojl  dear  friends  and  brethren , 

I Have  fent  thefe  few  lines,  to  befeech  you  by 
thefe  bonds,  which  I gladly  endure  for  your 
I 3 fakes 
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fakes,  to  hold  forth,  and  hold  faff  the  profeffion. 
of  your  faith  without  wavering.  The  Lord  make 
you  ftedfaft  in  the  holy  doclrine  wherein  you 
have  been  taught.  I have  not  fhnnned  to  declare 
unto  you  the  whole  counfel  of  God.  O remem- 
ber, that  by  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  I ceafed 
not  to  warn  you  every  one,  and  kept  back  no- 
thing that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have 
taught  you  publickly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man,  that 
I might  preient  every  man  pcrfebt  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

You  that  have  taken  upon  you  the  profeffion 
of  drift  godlinefs,  I flrall  only  prefk  you  to  prefs 
towards  the  mark.  You  have  much  work  to  do, 
and  God  hath  given  you  no  time  to  loiter  in.  I 
befeech  you  to  put  on.  That  perfon  that  fits 
down  when  he  hath  gotten  to  that  pitch  that  he 
thinks  will  bring  him  to  heaven,  is  never  like 
to  come  thither  : grace  is  one  of  tnofe  things 
that  faith,  It  never  hath  enough.  Let  me  urge 
upon  you  the  apoftle's  counfel,  Follow  after  holi- 
nefs. 

Firf.  Holinefs  is  the  choiceft  ornament:  it 
is  an  adorning  in  the  fight  of  God,  of  great  price. 
It  is  the  glory  of  God,  and  will  you  count  it  your 
fhame  ? Exod.  15.  God  is  glorious  in  holinefs, 
and  grace  is  called  glory,  2 Cor.  iii.  18.  Yet  we 
may  now  ciy  01ft  as  the  pfalmijl , 0 ye  fans  of  men, 
how  long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  fame  f PJ. 

iv. 
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iv.  2.  But  be  of  good  comfort,  the  fhameNoi 
holinefs  is-  real  glory. 

Secondly.  Holinefs  is  the  fa  fed  defence  ; grace- 
is  not  only  for  ornament,  but  for  ufe.  Righteouf- 
riefs  is  a bread- plate  that  keeps  the  vitals,  and  is 
a fure  defence  from  any  mortal  wounds.  Y\  hen 
the  politicians  have  done  their  bed,  it  is  he  that 
wa/ketk  uprightly^  that  zoalketh  furdy , Prov.  x. 
19.  Let  integrity  and  uprightness  preferve  me, 
faith  David.  I defire  to  be  r.o  longer  fafe  than 
tbefe  can  preferve  me  ; when  I mivft  let  go  iny 
integrity  or  my  fafety,  I will  chafe  the  danger 
rather  than  the  fin : and  yet  will  never  doubt  but 
my  integrity  will  fave  me  harmlefs.  * Never 
perfuade  me  that  the  man  choofes  wifely,  who 
runs  upon  the  difpleafure  of  God,  to  flee  man’s 
difpleafure.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a man  fo' 
mad  as  to  run  upon  the  fword's  point,  to  avoid 
the  fcratch  of  a pin  ? Why  this  is  the  wifdom  of 
the  diflrafted  world,  who  will. fin  rather  than  buf- 
fer, and  to  fave  themfelves  harmlefs  in  the  world, 
will  run  upon  God,  even  upon  the  thick,  boffes 
of  his  buckler. 

Thirdly.  Holinefs  will  be  found  to  be  your 
real  happinefs  : eat  of  this  tree,  and  you  fhall  be 
indeed  as  God.  Godlinefs  is  God’s  likenefs. 
The  beauty  of  holinefs  is  his  very  image;  fin  is 
the  difeafe  of  which  holinefs  is  the  cure.  O 
what  peace  and  tranquility  doth  holinefs  work  in 
the  mind  ! Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  com- 
mandments, and  nothing  JhaU  offend  them.  In  a 
I f word. 
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word,  liolinefs  is  lire- perfection  of  man's  nature, 
the  communication  of, the  divine  nature,  the  ear- 
ned of  glory,  and  the  very  entrance  of  heaven. 

Let  me  fay  now  to  every  one  of  you,  as  our 
Saviour  to  Martha  ; Bc'ieveji  thou  this?  If  you 
do,  live  like  believers,  and  do  you  follov/  after 
holinefs  as  others  follow  their  trades  or  fludies. 
Let  reiinion  be  your  bufinefs,  and  not  a thing  by 
the  bye  : follow  as  bard  after  grace,  as  if  you  did 
indeed  believe  riches  and  honor  were  in  it.  Let 
holinefs  fit  on  your  lips,  and  feafon  all  your 
fpeech  with  grace.  Profefs  it,  own  it,  plead 
floutly  for  it,  be  advocates  for  holinefs,  in  an 
adulterous  and  wicked  generation ; wear  it  as  a 
robe  of  honour,  when  the  world  call  their  re- 
proaches at  you  for  it : let  it  dwell  in  your  hearts: 
let  it  adorn  your  lioufes  : let  it  be  your  compa- 
nion in  your  clofets:  let  it  travel  with  you  in 
your  journies  : let  it  lie  down  and  rife  up  with 
you  : let  it  clofe  your  eyes  in  the  evening,  and 
call  you  out  of  your  beds  in  the  morning.  Be 
you  the  votaries  of  holinefs : keep  her,  and  fke 
1L all  keep  you. 

Becaufe  I know  you  love  to  hear  of  my  wel- 
fare, I mull  tell  yon  that-goodnefs  and  mercy  fcl- 
fow  me  perpetually  every  day,  and  every  night, 
glory  to  God  in  the  highefl.  Dear  brethren,  fare 
you  well  in  the  Lord,  I am 

Your  devoted  fervant  in  the  go/pel, 
whether  a bond-man,  or  a free. 
From  the  common  Gao!,  at  Ivel- 

chefler,  Dec.  3,  1663.  JOS*  ALLEIXE. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  XIV. 

To  the  flock  of  Chrijl  in  Taunton,  grace  and  peaces 
Mojl  endeared  friends, 

1W ould  have  you  count  nothing  as  certain  but 
Chrift’s  love  and  care.  This  you  may  build 
upon:  you  need  not  fear  left  time  and  diftance 
fhould  wear  out  the.  remembrance  of  you  with 
him.  Do  any  of  you  queftion  whether  you  are 
fo  happy,  as  to  have  your  names  recorded  above  ? 

I fhall  bri  ng-  it  to  a fpeeay  iffue  : do  you  queftion 
whether  Cltrift  hath  taken  your  names?  Whe- 
ther you  are  upon  his  heart  ? Let  me  afk  you. 
Is  heaven  upon  your  hearts?  Is  the  name  of  Je- 
fus  deeply  engraven  upon  your  fouls  ? Is  his  image 
and  fuperfcription  there  ? If  you  find  that  heaven 
is  the  main -of  your  cares,  that  your  hearts  are 
fet  upon  it  as  your  home  and  your  country  ; and 
that  it  is  your  bufinefs  to  feek  it  and  fecure 
it.  If  your  hearts  be  upon  heaven,  your  names 
are  unqueftionably  written  in  heaven.  Again, 
Lath  Chrift  recorded  his  name  in  your  hearts?  Is 
the  name  of  Jefus,  the  beloved  name  with  you  ? 
Precious  above  all ; next  to  your  hearts  ? Is  there 
no  other  name  under  heaven  fo  dear  and  fweet 
to  vou?  What  room  hath  Chrift  in  you  ? II  any 
thing  be  deeper  in  your  hearts  thair  he  is,  you 
are  unfound.  As  the  Father  hath  given  him,  fo 
do  your  hearts  give  him  a name  above,  every 
I.5  name.. 
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name.  Is  Chrift  uppermoft  with  you  Ln  your  af- 
fedlions  ? Then  rejoice  and  leap  for  joy,  your 
names  are  mod  precious  with  Chrift  if  his  name 
be  above  all  dear  to  you.  * Once  more,  hath 
Chrift  drawn  out  his  own  fimilitude  upon  you? 
Is  Chrift  within  you?  Doth  he  dwell  in  your 
hearts?  Then  be  fure  you  have  a room  in  his 
heart : the  image  of  Chrift  is  in  holinefs.  Is  this 
that  which  your  very  heart  is  fet  upon?  Do  you 
third  for  holinefs  ? Do  you  follow  after  holinefs  ? 
Do  you  prize  it  above  all  profperity  and  world- 
ly greatnefs  ? Do  you  hate  every  fin,  and  long 
to  be  rid  of  it  as  your  mod  irkfome  burden,  and 
life  all  God’s  means  againdit  as  far  as  you  know 
them?  If  it  be  thus  with  you,  Chrid  hath  fet  his 
damp  upon  your  hearts,  and  hath  fet  you  as  a 
feal  upon  his  heart. 

Rejoice  then,  O Chridians,  and  blefs  your- 
felves,  in  being  under  Chrid’s  care.  Fear  not 
little  dock  ; dronger  is  he  that  is  with  you,  than 
he  that  is  againd  you  : what  though  Satan  fhould 
raife  all  his  militia  againd  you  ? Adhere  to  Chrid, 
doing  and  differing  his  pleafure,  and  he  fhall  fe- 
cure  you  : the  Lord  will  not  forfake  you,  becaufe 
jt  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  you  his  people  r 
many  will  be  plucking  at  you,  but  fear  not,  he 
hath  all  power.  Can  omnipotence  fecure  vou  ? 
He  is  all  treafure.  Can  unfearchable  riches  fuf- 
fice  you  ? In  a word,  he  is  all  fullnefs.  Can  . ull- 
nefs  dll  you  ? If  fo.  you  are  bleffed  and  fhall  be 
bleffed. 


Beloved, 
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Beloved,  We  lofe  unutterably  for  want  of  con- 
Ftdering  our  own  privileges,  and  bleffednefs.  O 
man,  is  Chrift  thine,  and  yet  doll  thou  live  at  a 
low  rate  P Is  thy  name  written  in  heaven,  and 
yct  dolt  thon  not  rejoice  ? Shall  the  children  of 
the  kingdom,  the  chofen  generation,  be  like 
other  men  ? O Chrillians,  remember  who  and 
whence  you  are,  confider  your  obligations,  beltir 
yourfelves,  run  and  wreltle,  and  be  Itrong  for  the 
Lord  of  Holts,  (and  earneltiy,.  yet  peaceablv) 
contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  his  faints. 
What,  lhall  w;e  make  nothing  of  all  that  God' 
hath  faid  and  done  for  us  ? O Chrillians,  lhall 
he  that  hath  obtained  the  King’s  patent  for  an- 
earldom,  glory  in  his  riches  and  honour  ? And 
lhall  the  grant  of  heaven  fignify  little  with  thee  r 
Or  ChrilTs  patent  for  the  fon-lhip  and  partner- 
ship with  himfelf  be  like  a cypher  ? Shall  Hdmaw 
come  home  from  the  banquet  with  a glad  heart, 
glorying  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  riches,  and  ah 
the  things  wherein  the  king  had  promoted  him  ?' 
And  lhall  we  find  it  under  God’s  own  hand,  that 
he  intends  the  kingdom  for  us,  that  he  will  he  a. 
father  to  us,  that  lie  gives  and  grants  all  his  infi- 
nite perfe&ions  to  us,  and  yet  not  be  moved  ? 

* Chrillians  live  like  yourfelves,  let  the  world 
fee  that  the  promifes  of  God  and  privileges  of 
the  gofpel  are  not  empty  founds.  Let  the  hea- 
venly chearfulnefs-and  thereftlefs  diligence,  and 
the  holy  raifednefs  of  your  converfation  prove 
the  reality,  excellency,  and  beauty  of  your  reli- 
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gion.  See  that  you  receive  not  the  grace  of  God 
in  vain.  Remember  with  trembling,  To  whom 
muck  is  given,  oj  him  much  Jhatl  be  required. 
With  my  moll  dear  loves  to  you  all,  I commend 
you  to  your  Father  and  my  Father,  your  God  and 
my  God,  remaining 

Yours  in  all  manner  of  obligations , 
JOS.  ALLEINE. 
From  the  common  goal,  in  Ivel- 
cheller,  Jan.  20,  1663. 


LETTER  XV. 

[What  do  you  more  than  others  ?] 

To  the  inojl  dearly  beloved,  thefervants  of  God,  in- 
Taunton,  grace  and  peace. 

Mojl  loving  and  entirely  beloved, 

YOU  are  a great  joy  to  me.  I know  not  what 
thanks  to  render  to  the  Lord  for  you, 
when  I hear  of  your  conflancy  and  fidelity,  and 
zeal,  in  adhering  to  him,  and  his  ways,  even  in 
fucli  a time  as  this ; you  are  highly  favoured. 
Blefied  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifratl,  that  he 
hath  regarded  the  low  efiates  of  his  fervants : 

O 

that  he  fhould  ever  indulge  you  as  he  hath, 
and  hover  over  you,  even  as  the  eagle  llirreth 
up  her  nell,  and  fluttereth  over  her  young, 
fpreadeth  abroad  her  wings,  taketh  them,. 

beareth. 
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beareth  them  on  her  wino-s,  for  fo  hath  th® ' 
Lord  your  God  dealt  with  you : he  hath  kept 
you  as  the  apple  of  his  eye,  and fnce  the f reams 
aj  Cheritk  were  dried  up,  yet  to  • this  day  he  hath 
not  fuffered  the  handful  of  meal  to  wafe,  nor  the 
oil  in  the  cruife  to  fail,  but  hath  continually  pro- 
vided for  you.  How  fhould  I love  and  blefs  the 
Lord  for  this  his  great  grace  towards  you  ? Now 
I befeech  you  my  brethren,  that  you  confider 
the  kindnefs  of-  the  Lord  ; for  the  Lord  your 
God  is  he  that  careth  for  you,  and  that  you  love 
the  Lord  your  God,  and  fear-  him  for  ever,  for 
he  is  your  life,  and  the  length  of  your  days-.  But 
as  Job  had  a holy  fear  of  his  children,  left  they 
fhould  have  offended:  fo  I am  jealous  of  you 
with  a godly  jealoufy,  left  any  of  you  fhould 
receive  this  grace  of  God  in  vain.  I muft  not 
ceafe  to  put  you  mind,  that  God  doth  look  for  no 
f’mall  matter  from  you.  Remember  my  charge, 
that  there  be  not  a barren  tree  nor  a dwarf 
Chriftian  among  you;  where  the  Lord  foweth 
much,  he  expects  to  reap  accordingly.  Whofe 
account,  my  beloved,  is  like  to  be  fo  great  as 
yours  ? O look  about  you,  and  think  of  the 
mafter  coming  to  reckon  with  you  for  his  ta- 
lents ; when  he  will  e.xpeft  no  fmall  increafe. 
Beloved,  what  can  you  do  ? How  much  are  you 
grown?  What  fpoil  have  you  made  upon  your 
corruptions  ? What  progrefs  in  grace  ? 

Suppofe  Chrift  fhould  put  the  awakening 
queflion  to  you,  What  do  you  more  than 

others  ? 
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others  ? God  doth  expect  more  of  his  people, 
than  of  any  others  in  the  world  : and  well  he 
may.  For 

Fir  ft,  He  hath  befowed  more  on  them  than  on 
others : now  where  much  is  given,  much  fliall 
be  required  ; can  you  think  of  that  without  trem- 
bling ? He  hath  beftowed  on  them  lingular  love; 
Thee  only  have  I known  of  all  the  families  on  earth : 
and  he  looks  that  his  love  fhould  be  a conftrain- 
ing  argument  to  obedience.  Again,  he  hath  laid 
out  a fingular  care  for  his  people,  more  than  for 
others:  he  cares  for  no  men,  for  nothing  in  the 
world,  in  comparifon  of  them.  Fie  reproveth 
kings  for  their  fakes.  He  will  give  nations  and 
kingdoms  for  their  ranfotn.  So  precious  are 
they  in  his  fight,  and  fo  dearly  beloved,  that  he 
will  give  men  for  them,  and  people  for  their  life. 
He  withdrawetb  not  his  eyes  from  the  righteous, 
he  will  not  endure  them  cut  of  his  fight.  The 
eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous,  and  firft 
the  eye  of  his  more  accurate  obfervation  : God 
can  wink  at  others  as  it  were,  and  overlook  what 
they  do  with  little  notice,  but  he  has  a mod  cu- 
rious eye  upon  his  people,  he  marketh  their 
fleps,  and  booketh  their  words,  he  weigheth 
their  aftions,  and  pondereth  all  their  goings. 
And  fhould  they  not  walk  more  cautioufly  than 
any  alive,  that  are  under  fo  exa£t  an  eye  ? Se- 
condly, the  eve  of  fpecial  care  and  protection. 
Behold  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that 
fear  him,  I will  guide  thee. with  mine  eye:  and 

fhould 
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fhoiild  not  they  be  infinitely  tender  and  careful 
how  to  pleafe  the  Lord,  who  have  his  fingular 
care  laid  out  on  them  ? In  fhort,  God  hath  be- 
llowed on  them  fingular  privileges:  thefe  area 
peculiar  treafure  to  him  above  ail  people,  a 
kingdom  of  priefts,  an  holy  nation ; they  dwell 
alone,  they  are  diverfe  from  all  people.  When 
the  whole  world  lies  in  wickednefs,  thefe  are 
called  and  chofen,  and  faithful,  walked,  and 
juflified,  and  fandiified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  The 
reft  are  the  refufe ; thefe  the  jewels.  Shall 
not  God’s  priefts  be  cloathed  with  righteoufnefs, 
and  fhall  not  princes  live  above  the  rate  ofpea- 
fants? 

Secondly,  He  hath  entru/led  them  with  more 
than  others  : not  only  with  the  talents  of  his 
grace,  (for  the  increafe  whereof  they  mull  give 
a ftridt  account)  but  alfo  with  the  jewel  of  his 
glory.  How  tenderly  Ihould  they  walk,  that 
are  entrufted  with  fuch  a jewel  ? Remember, 
your  Maker’s  glory  is  bound  up  in  your  fruitful 
walking. 

Thirdly,  He  hath  qualified  them  more  than 
others.  He  hath  put  into  them  a principle  of 
life,  having  quickened  them  together  with 
Chrift.  He  hath  fet  up  a light  in  their  minds, 
when  others  lie  in  darknefs.  He  hath  given 
them  other  aids,  than  others  have,  even_his 
Spirit  to  help  their  infirmities,  when  others 

lie 
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lie  like  veffels  that  ate  wind-bound,  and  carinc-t 
flir. 

Fourthly,  He  hath  provided  for  them  other 
manner  oj  things  than  for  others.  TheTe  are  the 
little  flock  to  whom  it  is  his  good  pleafure  to  give 
the  kingdom:  great  are  the  preparations  for  them. 
The  Father  hath  prepared  the  kingdom  for  them 
from  the  foundations  of  the  world  : the  Son  is 
gone  to  heaven  on  purpofe  to  prepare  a place  for 
them  : the  Spirit  is  preparing  them,  and  making 
them  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light : ami  fhould  thefe  be  like  other 
people? 

Brethren,  God  and  men  expefl  you  fho*r!d 
do  more  than  others,  fee  that  you  be  indeed 
fintnilar.  For 

O 

1.  If  you  do  no  more  for  God  than  others,  he 
will  do  more  again!!  you  than  others:  You  only 
have  I known,  therefore  will  I punijh  you.  The 
barren  tree  in  the  vineyard  rnufl  down,  whereas 
had  he  been  in  the  common  he  might  have  flood 
much  longer.  God  looketh  for  grapes  from  his 
vineyard,  on  which  he  had  beflowed  fuch  care 
more  than  ordinary,  but  when  they  bring  forth 
wild  grapes,  he  will  lay  them  wafle  in  a worfe 
manner  than  the  forefl. 

2.  If  you  do  no  more  than  others,  you  mull 
look  for  no  more  than  others:  If  yr'U  fhould 
put  off  God  with  a common  obedience,  you 
mull  expefl  to  be  put  off  with  common 
mercies. 

g . Except 
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3.  Except  you  do  more  than  others,  God  will 
be  difhonoured  by  you  more  than  others. 

And  truly,  as  G-od  looks  for  more  from  his 
own  than  others,  fo  he  looks  for  more  from  you  * 
than  others,  even  of  his  own,  becaufe  he  hath 
done  more  : fee  that  vou  be  fiiining  Chriftians, 
that  you  be  ffrong  in  the  grace  of  God,  that  you 
prefs  towards  the  mark.  But  I muff  conclude  ; 

I give  my  love  among  you  all,,  being  able  to  add 
no  more,  but  that  I am 

Yours  in  fervent  love  and  longings 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 


LETTER  XVI. 

To  the  fervants  of  God  in  Taunton,  filvation . 

Mof  endeared  Cfirifians, 

I AM  your’s,  and  love  to  be  fo,  being  ambi- 
tious not  to  have  dominion  over  your  faith, 
but  to  be  a helper  of  your  joy.  Chrift’s  officers 
are  fo  your  rulers  in  the  Lord,  as  yet  to  preach 
not  themfelves,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
themfelves  your  fervants  for  Jefus’s  fake.  I have 
no  greater  felicity  under  God,  than  to  ferve  the 
good  of  fouls.  Brethren,  how  fares  it  with  your 
fouls  ? Are  they  in  health  ? Do  they  profper  ?“ 
It  is  a joy  to  me  to  hear  when  your  trade  flou- 
rifhes : but  thefe  are  very  little  things  if  we  look. 

into 


into  eternity.  Brethren,  my  ambition  for  you- 
isr  that  you  fhould  be  cedars  among  the  AulTs  ; 
that  from  you  fhould  found  out  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  and  that  in  every  place  your  faith 
to  Gcd-ward  fhould  be  fpread  abroad.  1 hat  ye 
fhould  be  as  a held  that  the  Lord  hath  bleifed  : 
that  you  fhould  n6t  only  have  the  name,  but  the 
fpirit,  life,  power,  heat,  growth,  vigour  of  Chrif- 
tianity  among  you.  Let  not  Taunton  only  have 


the  name  to  live  : but  to  fee  to  it,  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  be  with  you  : Oh  that  every  one  of  . 
your  fouls  might  be  a temple  of  Goa:  Oh  that 
every  one  of  your  families  might  be  a church  of 
God!  Beloved,  look  to  it,  that  every  one  that 
nameth  the  name  of  Chrifl  among  you  depart, 
from  iniquity,  fecret  as  well  as  open,  of  the  heart 
as  well  as  of  the  life.  Let  no  man  think  that  to 
make  an-  out-cry  upon  the .wickednefs  cf  the  times, 
will  ferve  his  turn  ; many  go  to  hell  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  wife  virgins.  That  no  man  may  be  a 
JelJ-deceiver,  let  every  man  be  a felf-fearcher.  He 
that  keeps  no  day-book  in  his  fhop,  and  no  ac- 
count in  his  confcience,  his  eflate  and  his  foul 
will  thrive  both  alike.  Beloved,  I would  that 
you  fhould  remember  whither  you  are  going. 
If  a man  be  after  a few  months  to  be  tranfported 
into  another  country,  never  to  return,  he  will 
fend  over  whatever  he  can,  and  make  the  befl 
provifton  he  may  againfl  he  come  into  that  coun- 
try. Biethren,  you  are  flrangers  and  pilgrims 


here* 
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here,  and  have  but  a few  month’s  flay  in  this 
country  ; fee  that  you  traffic  much  with  heaven. 
Chrift  is  our  common  fafitor.  O fend  over  to 
him  what  poffibfy  you  can.  Give  alms  plenti- 
fully, pray  continually,  be  much  in  meditation 
and  confideration  ; reckon  with  yourfelves  daily  : 
walk  with  God  in  your  callings.  Do. all  the  du- 
ties of  your  relations  as  unto  God  : live  not  one 
day  to  yourfelves,  but  unto  Chrift : fo  fhall  you 
be  continually  tranfporting  into  another  world, 
and  laying  up  treafure  in  heaven  : and  O the 
bleffed  flore  that  you  fhall  find  there  after  a few 
years  diligence ! * Beloved,  while  you  are  here 
in  this  world, *you  are  but  like  a merchant's  fhip 
in  a flrange  port  ; the  day  for  your  return  is  fet, 
and  you  are  to  flay  no  longer  than  ’till  your 
freight  is  ready.  Be  wife,  know  your  feafon, 
improve  your  time,  you  are  made  or  marred  for- 
ever, as  you  fpeed  in  this  one  voyage.  There  is 
no  returning  to  this  country  to  mend  a bad  mar- 
ket. God  will  call  in  all  his  talents,  time  fhall 
be  no  longer.  Oh,  come  in,  come  and  buy  now, 
while  the  market  is  open,  that  you  who  want 
may  have  grace,  and  you  that  have,  may  have  it 
more  abundantly.  Go  and  plead  with  the  Lord 
Jefus,  that  he  hath  bid  you  come , buy  and  eat 
without  money,  and  without  price  : that  he  hath 
counfelled  you  to  come  buy  of  him,  gold,  rai- 
ment, and  eye-falve;  tell  him  you  are  come* 
according  to  his  call,  and  wait  upon  him  for 

grace, 
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grace,  for  righteoufnefs,  for  light  and  inftrufticr. : 
lay  hold  on  his  word,  plead  it,  live  upon  it ; he 
is  worthy  to  be  believed,  worthy  to  be  fruited,  go 
out  of  yourfelves  to  him,  unlearn  yourfe'vej. 
There  is  a threefold  foot  that  we  naturally  hand 
upon,  our  own  wifdom , our  own  rt z’iteov.fnejs, 
and  our  own  Jlrengtk  ; thefc  three  feet  mull  be 
cut  off,  and  we  mull  learn  to  have  no  fitbfiflence 
but  in  Chrilt,  and  to  hand  only  on  his  bottom. 
Study  the  excellent  leffon  of  felf-denial,  felf-an- 
nihilation.  A true' Chriftian  is  like  a vine  that 
cannot  hand  of  itfclf,  but  is  wholly  fupported  bv 
the  prop  it  leans  on.  It  is  no  fmall  thing  to 
know  ourfelves  to  be  nothing,  of* no  might,  of 
no  worth,  of  no  ifnderftkriding;  to  look  upon 
ourfelves  as  helplefs,  worthlefs,  foolilh,  empty 
fhadows.  This  holy'  littrlenefs  is  a great  matter  ; 
When-we  lind  that  all  our  inventory  amounts  to 
nothing  but  folly,  Weaknefs,  and  beggary  : when 
we  fet  down  ourfelves  for  cyphers,  our  gain  for 
lofs,  our  excellencies  for  very  vanities,  then  we 
lhall  learn  to  live  like  believers.  A true  faint 
is  like  a glafs  without  a foot,  that  fet  him  where 
you  will,  is  ready  to  fall  every  way  till  you  fet 
him  to  a prop  : let  Chrift  be  the  only  fupport 
you  lean  on.  When  you  are  throughly  emp- 
tied, and  fee  all  your  comelinefs  to  be  but  as  a 
withered  flower,  dead,  dried,  pall  recovery,  then 
you  will  be  put  upon  the  happy  neceflity  of  go- 
ing out  to  Chrift  for  all. 
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■I  can  add  no  more  but  my  prayers  to  ray 
eounfels,  and  fo  commending  you  to  God,  and 
the  word  of  his  grace,  I reft 

The fervent  well-wfher  of  your  fouls, 

JOS.'  ALLEINE, 


LETTER  XVII. 

To  the fervants  of  God  in  Taunton,  flilvation, 

Mofi  endeared  Chrifians, 

I SEND  you  a few  prifon  counfds. 

1 . To  improve  for  eternity,  the  advantages  of 
your  prefent  fate.  Though  you  are  at  many  dif- 
ad vantages  with  refpeft  to  the  public  ordinances, 
yet  you  have  many  moft  happy  privileges.  -Oh 
what  a mercv  have  you  that  yon  may  ferve  God 
when  you  will  in  your  families  ! That  you  may 
be  as  much  as  you  will  with  God  in  fecret  pray- 
-er,  and  holy  meditation,  and  felftexatnination ! 
I befeech  von  confider  what  a hlefiing  you  have 
above  others,  that  have  your  health,  and  a com- 
petency, and  are  tree  from  thofe  heart-eating 
cares,  that  others  are  difabled  by,  from  looking 
after  God  and  '.heir  fouls.  Oh  confider  what  a 
-bleffed  feed-time  you  have  for  eternity  ! Now  be 
■ wife  and  improve  your  happv  feafon.  Prepare 
•for  death.  iMake  ail  dure  : prefs  on  towards  t he 

mark. 
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■marie.  Lay  up  in  flore  for  yourfelves/a  rood 
foundation  againft  the  time  to  come.  In  the 
morning  fow  your  feed,  and  in  the  evening  with- 
draw not  your  hand.  Treafure  up  much  in  hea- 
ven. W hat  profit  is  it  that  you  have  more  than 
others  ? More  liberty,  more  comfort,  more 
health,  more  wealth  ? Except  you  love  God 
more,  and  ferve  him  better  than  others.  Now 
ply  your  work,  and  difpatch  your  bufmefs,  fo  as 
that  you  may  have  nothing  to  trouble  you  upon 
your  death-beds. 

2.  To  confider  alfo  the  disadvantage's  cf  your 
Jlale.  Study  to  know  your  own  veaknefs,  and 
where  your  danger  lies,  that  you  may  obviate 
Satan,  and  prevent  your  mifearrying : there  is 
no  condition  but  has  its  fnares.  See  that  ye  ac- 
quaint yourfelves  with  his  devices  left  you  be 
beguiled  by  him,  through  your  own  unwarinefs. 
You  that  are  well  provided  for  in  the  world  had 
need  to  watch  yourfelves,  left  you  fall  in  love  with 
prefent  things,  left  you  be  lifted  up,  left  you  truft 
in  thofe  carnal  props,  and  put  confidence  in  the 
creatures,  left  you  warp,  and  decline,  and  baulk 
your  duties,  through  the  defire  of  preferring 
your  eftates.  You  that  have  little  in  the  world, 
are  not  without  your  temptations;  Oh  take  heed 
of  envying  others  profperity,  of  murmuring  and 
difeontent,  of  diffidence  and  difiruflfulnefs,  of 
ufing  indireft  means  to  help  yourfelves  : be  fare 
you  make  not  any  preffures  an  excufe  from  your 
daily  ferving  God  in  your  families,  and  in  fe- 

cret. 
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eret.  Set  this  down  as  your  rule,  and  un- 
changeable refolution,  that  God  and  your  fouls 
and  your  families  Shall  be  looked  duly  and 
continually  after,  go  the  world  which  way  it  wilL 
Confider  what  fins  your  tempers,  relations,  call- 
ings, moft  expofe  you  to.  Be  not  Strangers  to 
yourfelves.  Prove  yourfelves  upright  in  keeping 
from  your  iniquities. 

3.  To  converft  often  with  your  dufl.  Bre- 
thren, we  are  going  ; the  grave  waiteth  for  us  : 
O forget  not  that  corruption  is  your  father,  and 
the  worm  your  mother,  and  your  filler  ! Thefe 
are  your  .kindred  that  you  muft  Shortly  dwell 
with,  when  you  come  to  your  long  home.  Re- 
member the  days  of  darknefs  which  Shall  be 
many.  Take  every  day  fome  furious  turns  with 
death.  Think  where  you  Shall  he  a few  days 
hence.  Happy  he  that  knew  not  what  to-mor- 
row meant  for  twenty  yeais  together.  Believe 
it,  you- will  find  it  no  little  thing  to  die.  Think 
often  how  you  are  provided.  Were  you  never 
within  fight  of  death?  How  did  it, look?  What  did 
you  with  for  moft  at  that  time  ? What  did 
then  trouble  you  moft  ? Oh  mark  thefe  things, 
and  live  accordingly.  Often  aSk  your  hearts. 
What  if  God  Should  this  night  require  my 
-foul  ? 

* 4.  To  ferve  your  generation  until  your  might 
while  you  have  time.  You  have  but  a very  little 
time  to  bring  God  any  glory  here,  orto  do  your 

friends 
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friends  any  good.  Now  up  and  be  doing.  Now 
or  never  live  in  the  deep  and  conftant  fenfe  of 
the  very  little -time  that  you  have  for  this  world, 
and  the  great  work  you  have  to  do.  You  are 
going  whence  you  fhall  net  return.  There’s  no 
after-game  to  be  played.  What ! But  one  call 
for  eternity,  and  will  you  not  be  careful  to  throw 
that  well  ? 

Moll  dearly  beloved,  I covet  after  your  fur- 
therance in  mortification,  and  growth  in  grace. 
And  oh  that  I could  reprefent  death  unto  you, 
as  it  will  Ihew  fhortly  itfelf:  or  could  but  open 
a window  into  eternity  to  you  : How  effeftually 
would  this  do  the  work!  Then  the  cripple  would 
fling  away  his  crutches,  the  flothful  would  pluck 
his  hand  out  of  his  bofom,  and  lhake  off  his  e.\- 
cufes.  and  be  night  and  day  at  his  work.  Then 
the  Laodicean  would  be  recovered  from  Lis  be- 
nummed  frame;  then  we  fhould  have  no  halving 
in  religion,  no  lazy  wilhing  and  complaining ; 
but  men  would  ply  the  oars  to  purpofe,  and  fweat 
at  their  work. 

Brethren,  lift  up  yourfelves  above  the  objects 
of  fenfe  ; be  men  for  eternity,  and  carry  it  like 
thofe  that  ieek  for  glory,  honour,  and  immortality. 

I commend  ) ou  to  divine  grace ; and  am 

Yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  g of  cl 
of  our  Lord  Jfus, 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

From  the  common  gaol  at  Ivel- 

chefter,  March  5,  1663.  LEI- 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

To  the  loving  and  mo  ft  beloved  people,  the  fervants 
oj  God  in  Taunton,  grace  and  peace. 

MigV  dearly  beloved, 

* y\  LTHOUGH  I am  forced  at  the  prefent, 
L -*»  to  be  at  a diflance  from  you,  yet  I would 
not  have  you  ignorant,  that  the  care  of  your 
eternal  welfare  is  always  living  upon  my  heart. 
Therefore  as  my  beloved  friends  I warn  you,  and 
ceafe  not  to  ftir  you  up  by  way  of  remembrance, 
being  jealous  for  you  with  a godly  jealoufy,  that 
no  man  take  your  crown.  I know  you  have 
many  enemies,  and  above  all  I fear  your  bofom 
enemies:  and  as  the  watchman  ot  the  Lord  I 
give  you  careful  warning,  and  exhort  you  all 
not  to  be  high-minded,  but  fear.  Biefled  is  the 
man  that  feareth  always.  Look  diligently,  le!i 
any  of  you  fail  of  the  grace  of  God.  You  have 
made  long  profefiion  of  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrifr : 
Oh,  fee  upon  what  ground  you  {land.  You  muff, 
every  one  of  you,  Hand  fhcrtly  heiorc  the  judg- 
ment-feat of  Chriit,  and  be  tried  lor  your  lives : 
Oh,  try  yoiirfeives  throughly  firft.  ’Tis  eafv  to 
miflake  a partial  reformation  and  external  obedi- 
ence, for  true  fanbhfication.  1 herefore  I be- 
fcech  you  every  one,  to  examine  whether  you 
Vol.  IX.  K arc 
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are  in  the  faith.  Prove  your  ownfelves.  Tell 
not  me,  you  hope  you  are  fincere,  you  hope 
you  lhall  go  to  heaven  : never  put  it  off  with 
hopes,  but  pray,  and  try,  and  fearch,  till  you 
know  you  are  paired  from  death  unto  life,  and 
that  you  have  a building,  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens. 

Suppofe  I fhould  afk  you  one  by  one,  where 
are  your  evidences  for  heaven?  Could  you  make 
out  your  claim?  Can  you  bting  me  fcripture 
pi  oof  ? Can  you  fhew  me  the  marks  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  ? What  mean  you  to  live  at  uncertainties? 
Brethren,  it  is  an  intolerable  ignorance  for  any 
of  you  in  thefe  days  of  glorious  light,  not  to  be 
able  to  tell  the  diftinguilhing  marks  of  a found  , > 
believer.  And  it  is  intolerable  carelelnefs,  if 
you  do  not  bring  yourfelves  to  the  trial  by  thefe 
marks.  What  ! Are  your  hands  filled  with 
books,  and  your  ears  with  fc-rmons,  that  tell  you 
fo  plainly  from  the  word  ot  God,  how  you  lhall 
know  whether  you  ate  in  Chrift,  and  are  you 
Hill  to  leek  ? Oh,  Hir  up  yourfelves.  Take 
heed,  left  a promile  being  left-  of  entering  imo 
bis  red,  any  of  you  fall  fiiort  of  it  at  lall.  You 
are  a prolefling  people  ; you  pray,  and  you  hear  ; 
but  oh,  look  to  your  flnceritv.  Look  to  your 
principles,  look  to  your  cuds ; elfe  you  may  lofe 
all  at  lall-  Examine  not  only  what  is  done,  but 
whence  ’as  done  ; look  to  the  root  as  well  as  to 
the  fruit.  Eve  not  only  your  actions,  but  your 
aims.  Remember  what  a Uriel  eye  you  are  un- 
der. I 
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dev.  The  Lord  Jefus  makes  flriifl  obfervation 
upon  all  your  works  and  ways.  He  obferves 
who  of  you  are  fruitful,  and  who  are  barren  and 
unprofitable.  He  knows  who  are  thriving,  and 
who  declining.  He  obferves  who  are  warm,  and 
who  lukewarm  : who  are  found  Chrillians,  and 
who  have  only  a name  to  live. 

Chrillians,  put  on,  prefs  towards  the  mark,  be 
adding  to  your  faith  virtue  ; and  to  virtue  know- 
ledge. See  that  you  grow  extenfively,  being 
abundant  in  all  forts  of  good  works.  Be  piti- 
ful, be  courteous,  gentle,  eafy  to  be  intreated. 
Be  flow  to  anger,  foon  reconciled.  Be  patient, 
be  tempetate,  be  chearful.  Study  not  ever)'  one 
only  his  own  things,  but  alfo  the  good  of  his 
neighbour.  Think  it  not  enough  to  look  to 
your  own  fouls  but  watch  for  the  fouls  of  others. 
Pray  for  them,  warn  them,  be  kind  to  them, 
11  Ltd y to  oblige  them,  that  by  any  means  you 
tuny  win  them,  and  gain  your  fouls. 

Labour  to  grow  intenfively,  to  do  better  the 
things  that  you  did  before,  to  be  more  fervent 
in  prayer,  more  free  and  willing  in  ali  tbe  ways 
of  the  Lord,  to  hear  with  more  profit,  to  exa- 
mine yourfelves  more  thoroughly,  to  mind  hea- 
ven more  frequently. 

I commend  mvfelf  to  your  prayers,  and  you 
to  the  grace  of  God,  remaining 

Dorchejltr , Your  s in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

July  7,  1663.  JOS.  ALLLIXE: 
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LETTER  XIX. 

[The  charaRer  and  privileges  of  true  believers.] 

To  the  mojl  beloved  people,  the  fervanls  of  God  in 
Taunton,  grace  and  peace, 

Mojl  dearly  beloved , 

I REJOICE  to  hear  of  God’s  continual  good- 
nefs  towards  you;  he  is  your  fhepherd,  and 
therefore  it  is  that  you  do  not  want.  Me  you 
have  not  always,  but  he  is  ever  with  you  ; his 
rod  and  his  flaff  lhall  comfort  vou.  Surelv  good- 
nefs  and  mercy  fhal  1 follow  you  all  vour  davs, 
and  you  fhall  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for 
ever. 

In  this  my  dear  brethren,  rejoice,  that  God 
is  engaged  in  fo  near  and  fo  fweet  a relation  to 
you.  Doubtlefs  your  fouls  fhall  lodge  in  good- 
nefs,  and  be  provided  for  carefully,  that  have  the 
Almightv  for  your  fhepherd.  Blefled  are  the 
flock  of  his  hands,  and  the  fheep  of  his  paflure; 
happy  are  the  people  that  are  in  fuch  a cafe. 

But  who  are  Chrift’s  flieep  ? 

Not  ail  profefiors.  I befeech  you  to  take  heed 
how  you  reft  in  profefl'ion.  It  is  not  prop- ffion, 
but  converfion  that  turns  a man  from  a fwine  to  a 
fheep.  Let  none  of  you  flatter  yourfelves,  that 
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becaufe  you  have  efcaped  the  grofs  pollutions 
of  the  world,  therefore  you  are  among  the  num- 
ber of  Chrift’s  {beep.  All  this  you  may  attain 
to,  and  yet  be  but  wafhed  fwine  ; there  mull  be 
an  inward,  deep,  thorough,  univerfal  change 
upon  your  natures,  difpofttions,  inclinations,  or 
elfe  you  are  not  Chrift’s  fheep. 

* If  you  will  be  put  out  of  doubt  whether  you 
are  his  fireep  or  not,  you  muft  try  it  byr  the  mark 
that  Chrifl  fets  upon  all  his  fheep,  even  your 
fanElification.  You  that  will  Hand  to  the  trial, 
anfwer  me  truly  and  deliberately  to  thefe  ques- 
tions. Do  you  hate  every  fin  as  the  ftieep  doth 
the  mire  ? Do  you  regard  no  iniquity7  in  your 
hearts  ? Do  you  ftrive  again!!,  and  oppofe  all 
fin,  though  it  may  feem  never  fo  necefiary,  never 
fo  natural  to  you,  or  have  you  not  your  fecret 
haunts  for  evil  ? For  every  fwine  will  have  liis 
f w ill.  Do  you  abftain  from  fin  out  of  fear,  or 
out  of  diflike  ? Are  you  at  peace  with  no  fin  P 
Do  vou  not  hide  fome  iniquity  as  a fweet  morfel 
under  your  tongue  ? Is  there  not  fome  praftice 
that  you  are  not  willing  to  know  is  a fin  for  fear 
you  fhould  be  forced  to  leave  it  ? Do  you  love 
the  commandment  that  forbids  your  fin,  or  do 
you  not  wi!h  it  out  of  the  bible, . as  that  evil  man 
wi died,  God  had  never  made  the  feventh  com- 
mandment ? Again,  How  do  you  (land  affefled 
towards  hohnefs  ? Do  you  love  it  ? Do  you 
choofe  it  ? Do  you  hunger  and  third  after  it, 
and  defire  it  more  than  any  temporal  good  P 
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Have  you  chofen  the  way  of  God’s  precepts,  and 
had  rather  live  holily  than  he  allowed  to  live  in 
your  fins  ? Do  you  in  your  very  hearts  prefer  a 
ftridl  life  in  communion  with  and  conformity  to 
God,  before  the  profperity  of  the  world  ? Do 
you  chufe  holinefs,  not  out  of  bare  necefTitv,  be- 
caufe  you  cannot  go  to  heaven  without  it,  but 
out  of  love  to  it,  and  from  a deep  fenfe  that 
you  have  of  the  furpaffing  lovelinefs,  and  beauty 
of  it  ? If  it  be  thus  with  you,  you  are  the  per- 
fons  that  the  Lord  Jefus  hath  marked  for  his 
Iheep. 

And  now,  come  all  that  have  this  mark,  come 
and  underftand  your  bappinefs.  You  are  marked 
out  for  prefervation,  and  Jet  it  go  how  it  will 
with  the  reft,  it  lhall  go  well  with  you.  You 
are  the  feparated  ones  upon  whom  the  angel  hath 
let  the  feal  of  the  living  God  ; you  are  redeemed 
unto  God  from  among  men,  being  the  ftrft  fruits 
unto  God  and  the  Lamb,  and  have  your  Father  s 
name  written  in  your  foreheads. 

Hail,  you  are  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord , 
bltffed  are  ye  among  men  ! Though  you  are  but 
poor  and  defpifed,  and  little  like  Benjamin  among 
the  thoufands  of  Judah  ; you  cany  away  the 
blefting  and  the  privilege  from  all  the  reft.  God 
hath  done  more  for  the  leaft  of  you  than  for  the 
whole  world  of  mankind  befides.  Year  not  little 
flock,  it  is  your  Father  s good  pleafure  to  give  you 
the  kingdom.  All  that  the  feripture  fpeaks  of 
that  kingdom  of  glory,  that  everlafting  kingdom, 
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it  fpeaks  to  you.  Behold  your  inheritance.  You- 
are  the  Tons  of  God,  inheritors  o"f  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  joint  heirs  with  Chrift  the  Lord  of 
glory. 

Do  you  believe  this  ? Do  you  thoroughly  be- 
lieve? If  fo,  my  work  is  done,  I need  not  bid 
you  rejoice,  nor  bid  you  be  thankful , only  believe. 
Do  this  and  do  all.  Believe  and  you  will  rejoice 
with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory.  Believe 
and  you  will  be  fruitful,  and  fhew  your  faith  by 
your  works.  Believe  and.  you  will  love,  for  faith 
worketh  by  love.  In  a word,  keep  thefe  things 
upon  your  hearts  by  daily  and  lively  confidera- 
tion,  and  this  will  bring  heaven  into  your  fouls, 
and  engage  you  to  all  manner  of  holy  converfa- 
tion.  This  will  mortify  you  to  the  world,  the 
grand  enemy  which  I charge  you  to  beware  of. 

0 remember,  your’s  is  the  kingdom ; and  pon- 
der thefe  fayings  in  your  hearts.  Beloved,  I 
have  written  thefe  things  to  you  that  your  joy 
may  be  full.  And  now  peace  I leave  with  you. 

1 am  C hrifl’s  embaffador  to  you,  an  embaffador 
of  peace;  his  peace  I pronounce  unto  you; 
in  his  name  I blefs  you.  Farewell  in  the  Lord. 

I am, 

Thefervent  wyll-wijher  of  your  fouls, 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

Devizes,  June  29,  1666. 
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LETTER  XX. 


[Of  the  love  of  Chrill.J 


To  the fervant  s of  God  in  Taunton,  falvation, 
Moji  dearly  beloved , 


H that  my  letters  in  my  abfence  might  be 


ufeful  to  you!  It  is  my  joy  to  ferve  you, 
and  my  love  to  you  is  without  diffimulation : 
Witnefs  my  twice  loll  liberties,  and  my  impaired 
health,  all  which  I might  have  preferved,  had  it 
not  been  for  my  readinefs  to  minifler  to  you. 

But  what  do  I fpeak  of  my  love  ? It  is  the  in- 
finite love  of  God  your  Father  that  I would  have 
to  dwell  upon  you.  Forget  me,  fo  you  temem- 
ber  him.  Let  me  be  very  little,  fo  he  be  very 
lovely  in  your  eyes.  Bury  me,  fo  you  let  the 
Lord  always  before  you.  Let  my  name  be  writ- 
ten in  the  dufi,  fo  his  name  be  written  deep  upon 
all  your  fouls. 

* O Lord,  I am  thy  fervant,  truly  I am  thy 
fervant,  glorify  thine  own  name  by  me,  and  thou 
{halt  have  my  hand  to  it,  that  I will  be  content 
to  be  hid  in  obfcurity,  and  to  difappear  through 
the  brightnefs  of  thy  glory. 
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I preach  not  myfelf,  but  the  Lord  Jefus.  Give 
him  your  hearts,  and  I have  my  errand.  I am 
but  the  friend  of  the  bridegroom,  and  my  bufi- 
nefs  is,  but  to  give  you  to  underftand  his  love, 
and  to  gain  your  hearts  unto  him.  He  is  an  ob- 
ject worthy  of  my  commendations,  and  of  your 
affedtions.  His  love  is  worth  the  writing  ot, 
and  worth  the  thinking  of,  and  worth  the  fpeak- 
ing  of.  Oh  my  brethren,  never  forget,  Ibefeech 
you,  how  he  loveth  you.  He  is  in  heaven,  and 
you  are  on  earth  ; yet  he  loveth  you.  His  heart 
is  infinitely  tender  of  you  Even  now  while 
he  is  at  the  right-hand  of  the  Majefly  on  high, 
how  feelingly  doth  he  cry  out  at  the  hurt  of  his 
poor  members  on  earth,  Saul,  Saul,  why  ptrft- 
cutejl  thou  vie ! Oh  of  what  quick  fenfe  is  our 
dear  Lord  unto  us ! When  we  are  touched  on 
earth,  he  feels  it  in  heaven. 

Brethren,  pofTefs  your  hearts  with  this,  that 
Chrifl  s love  doth  go  out  with  infinite  dearnefs 
towards  you.  Even  now,  whilff  he  is  in  all  his 
glory,  he  earneftly  remembers  you  fl ill.  This 
is  the  high-prieff,  that  now  entered  into  the  holy 
of  holies,  doth  bear  your  names,  remembring 
every  poor  believer.  He  bears  your,  names,  but 
where  r Upon  his  bread-plate,  upon  his  heart, 
Exocl.  xxviii.  29.  Sure  your  lot  is  fallen  in  an 
happy  place!  What,  in  the  bofotn.  of  Chrifl? 
Yea,  verily  I may  apply  that  of  Gabriel,  0 
Daniel,  thou  art  greatly  beloved  / unto  vou. 
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You  are  beloved  indeed,  to  have  your  names 
written  upon  the  very  heart  of  Chrilt  now  he  is 
in  glory. 

Oh,  let  his  name  be  written  on  your  hearts. 
Do  not  write  his  name  in  the  fand,  when  he 
has  written  yours  upon  his  own  breaft ! Do  not 
forget  him  wTho  hath  taken  fuch  care,  that  while 
he  is,  he  may  never  forget  you,  having  record- 
ed your  names,  not  only  on  his  book,  but  on 
his  Jlojli,  and  fet  you  as  a feal  upon  his  heart. 
He  hath  you  upon  his  heart,  but  why-?  For  a 
memorial  before  the  Lord  continually.  Beloved, 
your  Lord  is  fo  far  from  forgetting  you  in  all  his 
greatnefs  and  glory,  that  he  is  gone  into  heaven 
on  purpofe,  there  to  prefent  you  before  thg 
Lord,  that  you  may  be  always  in  remembrance 
before  him.  O beloved,  glory,  yea,  and  tri- 
umph in  his  love  : doubtlefs  it  mull  go  well  with 
us.  Who  fhall  condemn  ? It  is  Chrift  that  died 
and  rofe  again,  and  is  now  making  interceffion. 
His  interelf  is  potent.  He  is  always  prefent. 
Our  advocate  is  never  out  of  court  NeveF  did 
caufe  mifcarry  in  his  hand.  Trull  you  fafely  in 
him. 

Oh,  the  riches  of  Chi  ill's  love!  He  did  not  think 
it  enough  to  die  for  you.  His  love  doth  not  end 
with  his  natural  life  on  earth,  but  he  ever  liveth 
to  make  interceffion  for  us.  His  love  is  like  fi*t 
life,  ever,  ever:  knowing  no  remiffion  in  de- 
gree, nor  interraifiion  of  tune,  no  celfation  of 
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working,  but  is  ever,  ever  in  motion  towards 
us. 

If  the  pens  of  all  the  world  were  employed 
to  write  volumes  of  love,  if  the  tongues  of  all 
the  living:  were  exercifed  in  nothing  elfe  but 
talking  of  his  love;  if  all  hearts  were  made  up 
of  love;  and  all  the  powers  and  affeftions  of 
the  mind  turned  into  love,  yet  this  were  no  lefs 
than  infinitely  too  little,  either  to  conceive  or 
exprefs  the  greatnefs  of  Chrift's  love. 

O my  beloved,  may  your  fouls  be  fwallowed 
up  in  this  love.  Think  and  think  while  you 
will,  you  can  never  think  how  much  you 
are  beloved.  See  that  you  love  again  by  way 
of  gratitude , though  not  of  requital:  What 
though  your  fouls  be  but  narrow,  and  your 
powers  but  little  ? Yet  love  him  with  all  you 
have.  Love  him  with  all  your  hearts  and 
all  vour  II rength.  To  the  meditations,  and  to 
the  embraces  of  divine  love  I leave  you,  re- 
maining. 

Yours  in  the  hands  oj  the  mojl  dear  Lord  Jefus , 

JOS.  ALLEINE, 

Augujl  u,  16 6j. 
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LETTER  XXI. 


To  the  beloved  people , the  inhabitants  of  Taunton, 


Y chief  joy  is,  that  my  beloved  is  mine 


and  I am  his.  But  next  to  that  I have 
no  joy  fo  great  as  that  you  are  mine  and  I am 
yours,  and  you  are  Chrift's.  My  relation  to 
Chrift  is  above  all : he  is  my  life  and  my  peace, 
my  riches  and  my  righteoufnefs : he  is  my  hope 
and  my  flrength,  and  mine  inheritance,  and  my 
rejoicing:  in  him  will  I pleafe  myfelf  for  ever, 
and  in  him  will  I glorv.  I efteem  myfelf  molt 
happy  and  rich,  and  fafe  in  him,  though  of  my- 
felf  I am  nothing.  In  him  I may  boafl  without 
pride,  and  glory  without  vanity.  Here  is  no 
danger  of  being  over-much pleafed;  neither  can 
the  Chriftian  exceed  his  bounds  in  valuing  his 
own  riches  and  happinefs  in  Chrift.  The  Lord 
bath  dealt  bountifully  with  me,  and  none  lhall 
flop  this  my  confidence  of  boafting  in  Chrift. 
But  as  my  lot  in  him  is  above  all,  fo  it  is  no 
fmall  content  to  me,  that  my  lot  is  fallen  with 
you.  And  though  1 have  broken  my  health, 
and  loft  my  liberty  once  and  again  for  your 
fakes,  yet  none  of  thefe  things  move  me.  I 


grace  and  peace. 


Mojl  dear  friends , 
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wifh  nothing  more  than  to  fpend  and  to  be  fpent 
upon  the  fervice  of  your  faith.  I biefs  the  Lord 
for  it  is  an  invaluable  mercy,  that  ever  he  called 
me  to  be  an  embalfador  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  to  you-wards.  In  this  ftation  I defire  to 
approve  myfelf  to  him,  and  that  I am  with- 
drawn from  my  work  for  a feafon,  it  is  but  that 
I may  return  to  you  refrefhed,  and  more  enabled 
for  my  work  among  you.  I am  tender  of  pre- 
ferving  the  little  flrength  God  doth  add  to  me, 
entirely  for  your  fakes.  I biefs  the  LorcT  I am 
in  great  tranquility  here  in  this  town,  and  walk 
up  and  down  without  any  queftioning  me.  I do 
by  this  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your 
earned  prayers  in  my  behalf,  for  it  is  God  that 
muff  do  the  cure.  I feem  to  be  retired  to 
this  place,  as  a vellel  rent  and  fhattered  and  torn 
in  the  fervice,  that  is  come  to  recruit  in  the  har- 
bour : And  here  I am  as  it  were  repairing  and 
viftualling  to  put  forth  again  in  the  fervice: 
which  1 fhall  do  as  foon  as  I am  ready.  What 
is  my  life  unlefs  I am  ferviceable  ? And  though 
I muff  for  the  prefent  forbeai  my  wonted  labour, 
vet  I (hall  not  ceafe  to  exhort  you  while  I am  ab- 
fent  from  you,  to  {land  lad,  and  to  grow  up  in 
your  holy  faith. 

Be  warned,  my  beloved,  that  you  fall  not 
upon  thofe  rocks  on  which  fo  many  have  been 
fplit. 

There  are  three  things  which  I befeech  you 
carefully  to  beware  of. 

Fuji, 
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Fuji,  Lfji  while  Chrijl  is  in  your  mouths,  tut 
world  run  away  with  your  hearts,  There  is  many 
a feeming  Chriftian  that  will  be  found  a mere 
Idolater.  Many  a foul  goes  down  to  Hell  m 
this  fin,  and  never  difeerns  it  till  it  be  too  late. 
Remember,  that  the  Oxen,  the  Farm,  Wife, 
Merchandize,  all  of  them  lawful  comforts,  did 
effe&ually  keep  men  from  doling  with  Chrid, 
as  the  vileft  lulls  of  the  word  of  men.  What- 
ever you  find  your  hearts  very  much  pit  add  in 
among  thefe  earthly  comforts,  fet  a mark  upon 
that  thing,  and  remember  that  there  lies  your 
great-ell  danger.  What  you  love  molt,  you 
mult  fear  moll ; and  think  often  with  yourfelves, 
this,  if  any  thing,  is  like  to  be  my  ruin.  Oh, 
the  multitudes  that  perifh  by  the  fecret  hand  of 
this  enemy,  the  over-valuing  of  earthly  things. 
The  hearers  compared  to  the  thorny  ground  did 
openly  fall  away ; but  while  others  withered 
they  were  as  green  and  fredi  as  ever;  and  vet 
their  inordinate  affeflion  to  the  things  of  tins 
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life,'  fecretly  undid  all  at  lad.  Little  do  mod 
think  while  they  pleafe  themfelves  in  their 
edates,  while  they  delight  themfelves  fo  free  Iv- 
in their  children,  in  their  wives,  in  their  habi- 
tations and  pofleflions ; that  thefe  are  the  things 
which  are  like  to  undo  them  for  ever.  How 
little  is  that  fevipture  thought  of,  love  net  the 
world ; if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the 
Father  is  not  in  him.  Are  there  not  many 
among  us,  who  though  they  keep  up  prayer, 
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and  other  holy  duties;  yet  the  ftrength  of  their 
hearts  goeth  out  after  earthly  things  ? And  thefe 
are  their  chief  care  and  their  chief  joy.  Such 
mu  ft  know  they  are  none  of  Chrift’s ; and  they 
had  better  underhand  now,  and  feek  to  be  re- 
newed by  repentance,  than  hereafter,  when  there 
fir  all  be  no  place  for  repentance. 

Secondly,  Lejl  while  iniquity  abounds,  your  love 
to  Chrift  wax  cold.  Remember  what  an  abomi- 
nation Laodicea  was  to  Chrift,  becaufe  fhe  smew 
luke-warm;  and  what  a controverfy  he  had  with 
Ephe/hs,  a found  church,  becaufe  fhe  did  but 
ilackenand  grow  remifs  in  her  love.  A friencfis 
'born  for  adverflty  ; and  now  is  the  time,  if  you 
will  prove  the  fincerity  of  your  love  to  Chrift, 
by  following  him  zealoufly,  refolvedly,  fullv, 
now  he  is  rejected  and  oppofed. 

Thirdly,  Left  you  keep  up  a,  barren  and fruitless 
profejfton.  See  to  it,  that  you  be  not  only  pro- 
feffors,  but  proficients.  Many  think  all  is  well  be- 
caufe they  go  on  in  the  exercifes  of  religion  ; but 
alas  ! You  may  keep  on  praying  and  hearing  all 
the  week  long,  and  yet  be  not  one  jot  the  far- 
ther. Many  there  are  that  keep  going,  but  it  is 
like  the  horfe  in  the  mill,  that  is  going  all  day, 
but  yet  is  no  farther  than  when  he  firft  began. 
Nay,  it  often  happens  in  the  trade  of  religion,  as 
m trading- in  the  world,  many  keep  on  trading 
ftdl,  ’till  for  want  of  care,  and  examining  their 
accounts,  they  trade  themfelves  out  of  all  Oh, 
look  to  it  my  brethren,  that  none  of  you  reft  in 
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the  doing  of  duties,  but  examine  what  comes  of 
them.  Otherwife,  as  you  may  trade  yourfelves 
into  poverty,  fo  you  may  hear  and  pray  your- 
felves into  hardnefs  of  heart  and  defperate  fecuri- 
ty  and  formality.  This  was  the  very'  cafe  of 
wretched  Laodicea . who  kept  in  the  track  of  reli- 
gious duties,  and  verily  thought  that  all  was 
well,  becaufe  the  trade  went  on,  and  that  Ihe 
was  increafed  in  fpiritual  goods.  But  when  her 
accounts  were  call  up,  all  comes  to  nothing,  and 
ends  in  wretchednefs,  poverty,  and  nakednefs. 
I commend  you  to  the  living  God,  remaining 

Your  fervent  w ell -w flier  and 
Embajfador  in  Chrijl. 

JOS.  ALLBINE. 

Devizes,  June  22,  1666. 


LETTER  XXII. 

[An  admiration  of  the  love  of  God.] 

To  the  nipjl  loving  and  bejl  beloved , the  fervants  of 
God  in  Taunton,  Jalvation. 

My  mofl  dear friends , 

I Love  you,  and  long  for  you  in  the  Lord,  and 
I am  weary  with  forbearing  that  good  and 
blelfed  work  that  the  Lord  hath  committed  to  me, 
for  the  furtherance  of  your  falvation.  How  long, 

Lord, 


[ 233  ] 

Lord,  how  long  fhall  I dwell  in  filence  ? How 
long  fhal!  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my 
mouth  ? When  will  God  open  my  lips,  that  I 
may  Hand  up  and  praife  him  ? But  it  is  my  Fa- 
ther’s good  pleafure  yet  to  keep  me  in  a total 
difability  of  publifhing  his  name  among  you  ; 
unto  him  my  foul  fhall  patiently  fubfcribe.  I 
cannot  complain  that  he  is  hard  to  me  : I am 
full  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  and  fhall  I com- 
plain ? Far  be  it  from  me. 

" But  though  I may  not  murmur,  methinks  I 
may  mourn  a little,  and  lit  down  and  wilh,  O if 
I may  not  have  a tongue  to  fpeak,  would  1 had 
bul  hands  to  write,  that  I might  from  my  pen 
drop  fome  heavenly  counfels  to  my  beloved  peo- 
ple. But  it  cannot  be ; alas,  my  right  hand 
feems  to  have  forgot  her  cunning,  and  hath  much 
ado  with  trembling  to  lift  the  bread  into  my 
mouth.  Do  you  think  you  fhould  have  had  fo 
little  to  fhew  under  my  hand,  to  bear  witnefs  of 
my  care  for  you,  and  love  to  you,  if  God  had 
not  fhook  my  pen  as  it  were  out  of  my  hand  ? 
But  all  that  he  doth  is  done  well,  and  wifely,  and 
therefore  I fubmit.  I have  purpofed  to  borrow 
hands  wherewith  to  write  unto  my  beloved,  ra- 
ther than  be  filent  any  longer. 

But  where  fhall  I begin,  or  when  fhould  I 
end  ? If  I think  to  fpeak  of  the  mercies  of  God 
towards  me,  or  mine  enlarged  affedlions  towards 
you,  I feel  already  how  in-fufficiem  all  I can  fay 
will  prove  at  laft  to  utter  what  I have  to  tell  you  : 
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but  (hall  I fay  nothing  becaufe  I cannot  utter  all  ? 
This  mull  not  be  neither. 

Come  then  all  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  I 
will  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul.  Oh 
help  me  to  love  that  precious  name  of  his’  which 
is  above  all  my  praifes.  O love  the  Lord  all  ye 
his  faints,  magnify  him  with  me,  and  let  us  ex- 
alt his  name  together  ! He  hath  remembred 
my  low  eftate,  becaufe  his  mercv  endureth  for 
ever.  Blelfed  be  you  of  the  Lord,  for  all  your 
remembrances  of  me  before  the  Lord.  You  have 
wieflled  with  the  Lord  for  me,  you  have  wreft- 
led  me  out  of  the  jaws  of  death  : O the  (Length 
of  prayer  ! Surely  it  is  (Longer  than  death.  See  that 
you  have  the  honour  the  power  and  prevalency 
of  prayer  : Oh  be  in  love  with  prayer,  and  have 
high  and  venerable  thoughts  of  it.  What  diftnef- 
fes,  difeafes,  or  death,  can  hand  before  it  P Sure- 
ly I live  by  prayer,  prayer  hath  given  a 1 efurrec- 
tion  to  this  body  of  mine,  when  phvficians  and 
friends  had  given  up  their  hopes. 

O infinite  love  never  to  be  comprehended,  but 
ever  to  he  admired,  magnified,  and  adored  by 
every  creature  ! O let  my  heart  be  filled,  let  my 
mouth  be  filled,  let  my  papers  be  filled  with  the 
thankful  commemoration  of  this  matchlefs  love. 
O turn  your  eyes  from  other  objeHs ! O bury  me 
in  forgetful nefs,  and  let  my  love  be  no  more  men- 
tioned nor  had  in  remembrance  among  you,  fo 
you  be  throughly  poffeffed  and  inflamed  with 
the  love  of  God.  See  that  you  (ludy  this,  kill 
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your  fouls  with  wonder,  and  be  ravifhed  with 
this  love : take  your  daily  walk,  and  lofe  your- 
felves  in  the  field  of  love.  O that  your  fouls 
may  be  drowned  in  the  love  of  Chrifi,  ’till  you 
fay  with  the  fpoufe,  / amfick  of  love.  Who  in 
all  the  earth  fhould  admire  and  commend  this 
love,  if  I fhould  not  ? I feel  it,  I tafte  it,  the 
fweet  favour  thereof  reviveth  my  foul ; it  is  light 
to  mine  eyes,  and  life  to  mine  heart;  the  warm 
beams  of  this  bleffed  fun,  O how  have  they 
comforted  me,  ravifhed,  and  refrefhed  me  both 
in  body  and  foul  ! Now  my  own  hands  can  teed 
me,  and  my  own  feet  can  bear  me,  my  appetite 
is  quick,  my  fleep  comfortable,  and  God  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  give  fome  incieafe  continually  though  by 
infer.fible  degrees:  and  fhall  not  I praife  that 
love  which  hath  done  all  this  for  me  P My  heart 
is  enlarged  ; but  I told  you  paper  could  not  hold 
what  I have  to  fpeak  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  all- 
gracious  God,  in  which  I live.  The  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  be  with  you  all.  Farewell  in  the 
Lord,  I remain 

Your  unworthy  minifler  and fervent 
JVell-wifher  in  the  Lord , 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

To  the  fervants  of  Clirijl  in  Huntingdon,  grace 
and  peace. 

Mojl  dear  Chrifhans, 

I Thankfully  acknowledge,  both  to  God  and 
you,  that  I am  many  ways  obliged  to  love 
and  ferve  you,  and  furely,  when  the  Lord  fhall 
turn  our  captivity,  I will  (through  his  grace)  en- 
deavour to  (hew  myfelf  thankful.  I am  the  more 
fenfible  of  your  great  love,  becaufe  I cannot  be 
infenfible  how  little  I have  been  able  to  do  to 
oblige  you.  Able,  I fay,  for  1 am  fure  I have 
been  willing  to  be  much  more  ferviceable.  But 
now  letters  and  prayers  are  till  that  I have  for 
you  : of  thefe  I fhall  be  ready  to  be  prodigal.  I 
fervently  pray,  and  do  not  doubt  to  fpeed,  that 
you  may  reap  irr  grace  and  glory,  what  you  have 
fown  in  bounty.  Verily , there  is  a reward  for  the 
righteous.  Ah  how  fure  is  it ! And  how  great, 
and  how  near  ! 

Come  on,  my  dear  brethren  and  fellow-travel- 
lers. Stir  up  yourfelves  and  fet  to  your  race. 
See  that  you  loiter  not,  but  fpeed  in  your  holy 
courfe.  What,  tire  by  the  way,  or  think  of 
looking  back  when  heaven  is  the  prize  ? God 
forbid.  To  him  that  foweth  righteoufnefs  there 
fhall  be  a fure  reward.  What  though  it  fhomd 

feear 


[ 237  ] 

feem  flow  ? As  long  as  it  is  fo  fare,  and  fo  great, 
never  be  difcouraged.  In  the  end  you  fhall 
reap,  if  you  laint  not.  Wait  but  awhile,  and 
you  fhall  have  a bleffed  harveft.  The  Lord  fpeaks 
to  the  Chriflian,  as  he  to  his  creditor  in  another 
cafe,  Have  patience  with  me,  and  I will  pay  thee 
all.  Oh  for  faith  and  patience!  How  fafely  will 
thefe  carry  us  to  the  harbour,  thro’  all  difficul- 
ties. 

Brethren,  be  ye  followers  of  them,  who  thro’ 
faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.  It  is 
want  of  patience  that  undoes  the  world.  Patience 
I mean,  not  fo  much  in  the  bearing  the  afflidlive 
evil,  as  in  waiting  for  the  deferred  good.  If  the 
reward  of  religion  were  in  hand,  who  would  not 
be  religious  ? But  the  Lord  deals  all  upon  truff, 
and  on  that  account  is  but  little  dealt  with.  You 
muff  plow  and  fow,  and  wait  for  the  return  of  all 
at  the  harveft,  when  this  life  is  ended.  They 
that  like  not  religion  upon  thefe  terms,  may  fee 
where  they  can  mend  their  markets.  But  you, 
my  brethren,  be  fled  faff,  unmovable,  abound- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ; for  as  much  as 
ye  know  your  labour  fhall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  Wait  a little  ; there  is  but  a fhort  life  be- 
tween you,  and  the  bleffed  inheritance  of  glory. 
Ah  wretched  unbelievers  ! How  worthy  are  you 
to  be  fhut  for  ever  out  of  the  kingdom,  that  did 
fo  undervalue  ail  the  glory  that  God  had  promif- 
ed,  as  not  to  count  it  fufficient  to  pay  you  for  a 
little  waiting?  Beloved,  lift  up  your  eyes,  and 

behold 


[ 238  ] 

behold  your  inheritance,  the  good  land  that  is  be- 
vond  Jordan,'  and  that  goodly  mountain.  The 
promifes  are  a map  of  heaven.  Do  but  view  it 
believingly  and  confiderately,  as  it  is  drawn 
there,  and  tell  me,  what  think  you  of  that  wor- 
thy portion,  that  goodly  heritage?  Will  not  all 
this  make  you  amends  for  your  Ifay  ? Why  then 
a£f  like  believers.  Never  think  much  of  the 
pains  and  expences  of  religion.  Let  no  man 
think  he  fhali  come  off  a lofer.  What  though 
you  are  much  upon  the  fpending  hand  ? God  is 
before-hand  with  you  however  : but  I would 
have  you  principally  to  look  forward.  It  is 
much  that  God  hath  laid  out  upon  you  ; but  who 
can  tell  what  he  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  fear 
him?  And  will  you  mifs  of  all  for  want  of  pa- 
tience ? God  forbid. 

Behold,  the  huibandman  waileth  for  the  pre- 
cious fruits  of  the  earth,  and  hath  long  patience, 
kill  he  receive  the  early  and  latter  rain.  Be  ve 
alfo  patient,  ftabhfh  your  hearts,  for  the  coming 
of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.  hat,  fhallthehuf- 
ba.ndman  have  more  patience  for  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  than  you  for  the  precious  fruits  of  your 
faith  ? The  huibandman  hath  no  fuch  certainty 
as  you  : he  hath  but  a probability  of  an  hal  ved, 
and  yet  he  hath  patience  ; he  is  content  to  ven- 
ture. He  is  at  great  pains,  and  much  coif  ; he 
is  Hill  laying  out,  and  hath  nothing  coming  n, 
and  yet  he  is  content  to  wait  for  his  reimbu. de- 
ment, kill  the  corn  be  grown.  , But  your  harveit 
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is  more  fure,  as  fare  as  the  infallible  promife,  the 
immutable  oath  of  God. 

Again,  the  hufbandman  hath  no  fuch  increafe 
to  look  for  as  you.  If  he  were  fure,  that  every 
corn  would  bear  a crown,  with  what  joy,  rather 
than  patience,  would  he  go  through  all  his  coft 
and  labour  P Why,  brethren,  fuch  is  a believer's 
increafe.  Every  grain  fh all  produce  a crown  ; 
and  every  tear  (hall  bring  forth  a pearl ; and 
every  minute  in  pains  or  prayers,  an  age  cf  joy 
and  glory.  Befide,  the  hufbandman  hath  long 
patience,  and  will  not  you  have  a little  patience  ? 
It  is  not  long  patience  that  God  doth  exp  eft  of 
you  : for  behold  the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth 
nigh.  Will  the  garrifon  yield  when  relief  is  at 
hand  ? Or  the  merchant  give  up  his  hopes,  when 
within  fight  of  the  harbour  ? Or  will  the  huf- 
bandman give  up  all  for  loft,  when  he  fees  the 
fields  white  for  harveft  ? And  rhali  he  do  more 
for  a crop  of  corn,  than  you  will  do  for  a crop 
of  glory  ? Far  be  it.  Behold  the  Judge  is  at  the 
door.  The  Lord  is  at  hand.  He  cometh  quick- 
ly, and  his  reward  is  with  him.  He  comes  with 
the  crown  in  Ins  hand,  to  fet  upon  the  head  of 
patience.  Therefore  call  not  away  your  confi- 
dence, which  hath  great  recompence  of  reward. 
The  prifoners  of  the  Lord,  your  brethren  in  the 
patience  of  Jefus,  can  tell  you,  it  is  good  fuffer- 
ing  for  fuch  a mailer. 

We  mull  tell  you,  as  they  faid  to  our  Lord  in 
another  cafe,  He  is  worthy  for  whom  you  fhould 
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do  this.  God  is  beyond  meafure  gracious  to  us 
here.  He  fhines  bright  into  our  prifon.  He  wa- 
ters us  from  heaven  and  earth.  As  we  truft,  you 
forget  not  the  poor  prifoners,  when  you  prav, 
fo  we  would  that  many  thanksgivings  fhould 
abound  in  our  behalf.  And  prayer  being  the  only 
key  that  can  open  our  prifons,  we  truftyou  will 
pray  and  not  faint.  Farewell,  dear  brethren, 
Fare  ye  well  in  the  Lord,  I am, 

An  unworthy  embajfador  oj 
Jefus,  in  bonds , 
JOS.  ALLEINE. 

From  the  Prifon  at  Ivel- 
chelter,  Ocl.  28,  1663. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

[To  his  tvife.J 
My  mop.  dear  Thtodofia, 

THOU  feemeff  to  have  been  long  from  me ; 

let  nothing  any’  longer  detain  thee,  but  my 
fifter's  neceffity,  or  father  s authority.  I am  in 
a comfortable  Hate  of  health,  through  divine 
goodnefs,  to  which  be  glory  for  ever.  See  that 
thou  love  and  admire  that  fountain  of  our  life, 
and  peace:  and  be  ever  mindful  that  t is  all  thv 
buftnefs  to  love,  and  ferve,  and  praife  thv  Crea- 
tor and  Redeemer.  I have  no  other  bufinefs 
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but  this  to  write  to  thee  about : but  this  is  all  pur 
bufinefs.  What  we  ufe  to  call  bufinefs  is  but 
vanity  and  paftime  in  companion  of  this.  Re- 
member that  his  thy  one  end,  to  glorify  God, 
and  enjoy  him  for  ever.  Learn  well  that  leffon, 
and  know,  that  it  is  the  only  thing  neceffary. 
Every  morning  remember  that  thy  ferving  and 
pleafing  God  is  the  whole  bufinefs  of  that  day, 
and  therefore  fet  out  accordingly  with  an  exprefs 
defign  and  intention  to  pleafe  God  in  thy  eating, 
drinking,  vifiting,  converfing,  and  duties  through- 
out the  day.  My  moil  dear  heart,  I have  no- 
thing in  the  woild  that  doth  concern  thee,  or  me 
fo  much  to  write  of  to  thee,  as  this.  Oh  that  thou 
mayft  hill  be  laying  up  in  heaven  ! Still  further- 
ing thv  account;  fli II  adding  to  the  heap,  and 
increafing  thy  glorious  reward  ? Nothing  is  done 
for  God,  but  thou  fhalt  hear  of  it  again.  What 
is  not  done  for  God,  is  but  fo  much  loft.  Thofe 
things  which  others  do,  being  led  by  their  natu- 
ral affections  and  defires,  thole  things'  do  thou 
with  holy  aims,  for  fpiritual  ends,  and  then  God 
will  put  it  on  the  account,  as  fo  much  done  lor 
him.  So  it  is,  my  dear  eft,  God  keeps  a true 
account.  See  that  thou  believe  it,  and  fo  plough 
in  hope,  and  fuw  in  hope,  p'ay  and  hear  with 
an  eye  to  the  hire  reward.  Let  thy  hopes  be 
ftrong  and  lively,  and  then  thy  hands  will  be 
ftrong,  and  thy  refutations  and  affections  will  lie 
ftrong.  My  tune  is  very  precious,  and  I would 
not  iofe  an  inch  of  it.  See  thou  lo  it,  that  my 
[Vo l.  IX.  - L 
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time  in  writing  this  letter  be  not  loft  time.  Envc 
God  the  more,  and  fet  thy  heart  the  ftraiter  to- 
wards him,  and  praftife  this  cne  thing,  in  every 
aftion  look  to  thy  end,  and  then  I have  got  well, 
and  thou  better  by  thefe  counfels.  My  deareft, 
I love  thee  in  truth  and  tendemefs,  but  ray 
love  fignifies  little,  unlefs  it  ferve  thine  eternal 

I rejl  thine  ozan, 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 


[To  his  wife.] 

My  dear  heart , 

/TY  heart  is  now  a little  at  reit  to  write  to 
thee.  I have  been  thefe  three  days  much 
diflurbed.  Strong  follicitations  I have  had  from 
leveral  hands,  to  accept  very  honourable  prefer- 
ment ; but  I have  not  found  the  invitations  tr> 
fuit  with  the  inclinations  of'  my  own  heart,  as 
I was  confident  they  would  not  with  thine.  I 
have  fe^t  awav  my  friends  fatisfied  with  the  rea- 
fons  of  my^refufal,  and  now  can  fay,  Soul,  re- 
iurn  Jut But  alas,  that  fuch  things 
fhould  cHffurb  i»  Twouldjive  abi^e  this  lower 
region,  th a t foe v'er  ungh t put 
me  out  of  frame,  or  unfettle  me  from  my  de- 
filed reft.  I would  have  my  heart  If  set]  upon 
God,  fo  as  no  occurrences  might  diftuib  my 

tran  juilitv, 


tranquility,  but  I might  be  dill  in  the  fame 
quiet  and  even  frame.  Well,  though  I am  apt 
to  be  unfettled,  yet  I am  like  a bird  out  ol  the 
neli,  I am  never  at  quiet  till  I am  in  my  old  way 
of  communion  with  God  ; like  the  needle  in  the 
compafs,  that  is  reftlefs,  till  it  be  turned  towards 
the  pole. 

I can  fay  through  grace,  with  mv  foul  have  I 
defired  thee  in  the  night,  and  with  my-fpirit  with- 
in me  have  I fought  thee  early;  my  heart  is  early 
and  late  with  God,  his  the  bufinefs  and  delight 
of  my  life  to  feel;  him.  But  alas,  how  long  mill 
I fpend  my  days  in  wifhing,  when  my  glorified 
brethren  fpend  theirs  in  enjoying  P As  the  poor 
impriloncd  captive  fighs  under  his  irons,  and 
can  only  look  through  the  grate,  and  long  for  the 
liberty  which  others  enjoy  : fudh  is  my.  condi- 
tion. I can  only  look  through  the  grate  of  ink 
prifon,  my  flefh  ; I fee  Abraham,  and  Ijacic,  and 
Jacob,  fitting  down  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But  alas,  I myfelf  muff  {land  without,  longing, 
praying,  waiting,  for  what  they  are  enjoying. 
Happy  fouls  i When  fhall  the.e  letters  cf  mine 
be  knocked  off 7 When  fbal!  I be  fet  *t  liberty 
from  this  prifon  of  my  body  ? You  are  cloathed 
with  glory,  when  I am  cloathed  with,  duff.  I 
dwell  in  flefh,  in  a houfe  of  clay,  when  you 
dwell  with  God  in  a houfe  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens. 

I muff  be  continually  clogged  with  this  cum- 
fcerfome  body,  when  you  have  put  on  incorrup- 
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tion  and  immortality.  What  continual  molefta- 
tion  am  I fubjeH  to  by  reafon  of  this  fiefh  ? 
What  pains  doth  it  coft  me  to  keep  this  earthen 
velfel  from  breaking!  It  mull  be  exercifed  ; and 
» which  is  work  of  all,  cherifhed  with  time-devour- 
ing Deep  ; fo  that  I live  but  little  of  the  fkort 
time  I have  allotted  me  here.  But  oh  blclTed 
fouls,  you  are  fwallowed  up  of  immortality  and 
life,  your  race  is  run,  and  you  have  received 
your  crown.  How  cautious  mull  I be  to  keep 
me  from  dangers ! How  apt  am  I to  be  troubled 
with  the  cares  and  fears  of  this  life,  when  your 
fouls  are  taken  up  with  God  and  Chriff,  and  his 
your  work  to  be  hill  contemplating,  and  admir- 
ing that  love  that  redeemed  you  from  all  this. 
What  pains  muff  I be  at  to  repair  the  ruinous 
building  of  this. earthly  tabernacle,  which  when  I 
have  done,  I am  fare  will  fhortly  fall  about  my 
ears ; when  you  are  got  far  above  mortality, 
aud  are  nude  equal  with  the  angels.  Oh  ! I 
groan  earneftly  to  be  cloathed  upon  with  my 
ho  Life  which  is  from  heaven,  being  willing  ra- 
ther to  be  abfent  from  the  body  and  prefent  with 
the  JLord  ! Oh,  when  fhall  1 come  and  appear 
before  him  ? When  fhall  I receive  the  purclufe 
of  my  Saviour,  the  fruit  of  my  prayers,  the  hal- 
ve ft  of  my  labours,  the  end  of  my  faith,  the 
falvation  of  my  foul  ? Alas,  what  do  I here  ? 
This  is  not  my  refling  place,  my  treafure  is  in 
heaven.  Oh  when  fnall  I he  where  my  heart  is? 
Wo  is  me  that  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedcrl  Oh 
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that  I had  wings  like  a dove,  that  I might  fly 
away  and  be  at  reft  ! Then  would  I haften  myl 
efeape  from  the  ftorm  and  tempeft,  and  be  out 
of  the  reach  of  fears,  difturbances,  and  diffrac- 
tions- How  long  lhall  I live  at  fuch  a dillance 
from  my  God,  at  fuch  a diftance  from  my 
country  ? Alas,  how  can  I fing  the  Lord's 
fong  in  a ftrange  land  ? No,  I will  hang  my 
harp  upon  the  willows,  and  fit  down  and  weep 
when  I remember  Sion.  But  yet  my  flefn  fhall 
reft  in  hope,  and  I will  daily  bathe  my  foul  in 
the  fweet  thoughts  of  my  bleffed  home.  I will 
rejoice  in  hopes  of  what  I do  not  yet  enjoy,  and 
content  myfelf  with  tire  tafte  of  what  I fhalf 
fhortly  have  my  fill  of. 

The  Lord  grant  the  requeft  I daily  pour  out 
before  him,  and  make  us  furtherances  to  each 
other’s  foul,  that  we  may  quicken  and  promote 
and  forward  one  another  in  his  ways  ! Help  me 
by  thy  prayers,  as  thou  deft  always.  The  God 
of  ail  peace  and  comfort  be  with  thee  my  fweet 
love ! Farewell  1 

Thine  beyond  exprejjion. 

JOS.'ALLEINE. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 


[God'  is  a fatisfying  Portion." 


My  mojl  dear  Jriend 


AD  not  my  right  hand  long  fince  forgot 


her  cunning,  and  the  Almighty  fliook  the 
pen  out  of  my  hand,  I fhould  long  e'er  this 
have  written  to  thee  ; but  it  is  a wonder  of  di. 
vine  power  arid  goodnefs  that  my  foul  had  not 
before  this  time  dwelt  in  fiience,  and  that  death 
had  not  put  the  long  period  to  all  my  writing 
and  converfe. 

Long  is  the  fong  of  love  that  I have  to  tell 
thee.  I rejoice  in  the  conftancy  of  thy  love, 
that  the  waters  of  fo  long  a fiience,  and  fo  great 
a di  dance  have  not  yet  quenched  it.  But  thy 
defires  are  towards  me,  and  thy  heart  is  with 
me,  though  providence  hath  hindered  me  from 
thy  much-defired  company.  I will  affure  thee 
it  hath  been  a pleafure  to  my  heart  a good  part  of 
this  fummer,  to  hope  that  I fhould  come  one 
half  of  the  wav  to  give  thee  a meeting.  But  fuch 
is  my  weaknefs  hitherto,  that  I am  forced  to 
put  off  thofe  hopes  till  the  fpring,  when,  if  God 
gives  me  flrength  to  ride,  I intend  to  fee  thee 
before  mine  own  home.  I thank  thee  for  all  the 
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dear  exprelTions  of  thy  fervent  love:  my  ex- 
pellees have  been  vaft  ; but  furely  goodnefs  and 
mercy  hath  followed  me,  and  do  follow  me  in' 
ever}'  place,  and  in'  every  change  of  my  condi- 
tion ; fo  that  as  to  temporals,  I have  lack  or  no- 
thing, and  as  for  Spirituals  I abound  and  fuper- 
abound,  and  the  ftreams  of  my  comforts  have 
been  full  and  running  over.  The  joy  of  the 
Lord  hath  been  my  ftrength  at  the  weakeft,  and 
in  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me,  his 
comforts  have  refrefhed  my  foul.  I have  found 
God  a Satisfying  portion  to  me,  and  have  fat  un- 
der his  Shadow  with  full  delights,  and  his  fruit  is 
moft  fweet  to  my  tafle  : he  is  my  flrength  and 
and  my  fong,  for  I will  talk  of  him,  and  write 
of  him  with  perpetual  pleafure.  Through  grace- 
I can  fay,  mechinks  I am  now  in  my  element, 
fince  I have  begun  to  make  mention  of  him,  I 
am  rich  in  him  and  happy  in  him,  and  my  foul 
faith  unto  him  with  David,  Thou  haft  made  me 
moll  blefted  for  ever  more.  Happy  is  the  hour 
that  ever  I was  born,  to  be  made  partaker  of  fo 
blifsful  a treafure,  fo  endlefs  a felicity.  Such  an- 
gelical a prerogative,  as  I have  in  him:  O how 
fweet  are  bis  converfes,  how  delightful  it  is  to 
triumph  in  bis  love. 

Methinks  the  ftory  of  the  lepers  comes  not 
unaptly  to  my  mind,  who  faid  one  to  another 
when  they  had  eat  and  drunk  and  carried  away 
Giver  and  gold  and  raiment,  and  wTent  and  hid 
it,  IV  e do  not  well ; this  day  is  a day  of  good 
L a tidings , 
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tidings,  and  we  kohl  our  peace.  It  is  fit  that  I 
fhould  be  cloathed  with  fliarae  ; I acknowledge 
before  God,  who  trieth  the  hearts  I am  unwor- 
thy, everlafiingly  unworthy.  Eut  it  is  not  fit 
that  e fhould  lofe  his  praife  ; nay  rather  let  him 
be  the  more  adored,  and  magnified  and  admired 
for  ever  and  ever.  Biefs  the  Lord,  O my  foul, 
blefs  the  Lord,  O my  friend  ; let  us  exalt  his 
name  together.  He  is  my  folace  in  my  folitude; 
he  is  my  {landing  comforter,  my  tried  friend, 
my  fure  refuge,  my  fafe  retreat;  he  is  my  para- 
dife,  he  is  my  heaven ; and  my  heart  is  at  reft 
in  him  : and  I will  fit  and  fing  under  his  fhadow, 
as  a bird  among  the  branches.  And  whither 
fhould  I go  but  unto  him  ? Shall  I leave  the  fat- 
nefs  of  the  olive,  and  the  fweetnefs  of  the  fig- 
tree,  and  of  the  vine,  and  go  and  put  my  truft 
under  the  fhadow  of  the  bramble  ? No,  I have 
made  my  everlafting  choice  : this  is  my  reft  for 
ever,  he  is  my  well-beloved,  in  whom  I am 
well-pleafed.  Suffer  me  to  boaft  a little  : here 
I may  glory  without  vanity,  and  I can  praife 
him  without  end  or  meafure  ; but  I have  no- 
thing to  fay  of  myfelf : I find  thou  doft  over- 
value me;  fet  the  crown  upon  ihe  head  of 
Chrift;  let  nothing  be  great  with  thee  but  him, 
give  him  the  glory.  God  that  knoweth  all  things, 
knoweth  my  poverty,  how  little,  how  low,  and 
how  mean  I am,  and  how  fhort  I come  of  the 
attainments  of  the  faints,  who  yet  thenrfelves 
come  fo  exceedingly  fhort  of  the  rule  that  God 

hath 


[.  249  ] 

hath  fet  before  us.  I often  think  of  the-  com- 
plaint of  the  devout  Monjieur  De  Renty  [I  feel 
myfelf  very  poor  this  week ; and  very  defective 
in  the  love  of  God  ; if  you  would  know  wherein 
you  can  pieafure  me,  love  God  more : that 
what  is  wanting  in  me  may  be  made  up  in  the. 
abundance  of  your  love  :”j  in  this  thou  mayell 
highly  pieafure  me  : love  God  a little  the  better, 
praife  him  a little  the  more  for  mv  fake;  let 
me  have  this  to  pleafe  myfelf  in,  that  God  is 
a little  the  better  loved  for  me,  and  that  I have 
blowed  up,  if  it  be  but  one  fpark  of  divine 
love  in  tbe-bcfum  of  my  dearelL  friend  towards 
him. 

Thy  cautions  are  acceptable  to  me,  I defire  to 
provide  for  manifold  changes  and  ftorms.  I know 
1 am  not  yet  in  the  harbour  ; O pray  with  me  that 
I may  not  enter  int^j  temptation;  for  I am 
very  weak  in  fpirit,  as  well  as  in  body,  God 
knoweth.  Somewhere  or  other  I mull  break 
off,  and  thou  wilt  fay,  it  is  time  to  Ihut  up.  For 
once  only  know,  that  l am  thy  daily  orator,  and 
will  be  whilfl  I am.  And  yet  once  more,  I 
mull  have  room  to  add  my  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment of  thine.  With  our  moll  dear  affec- 
tions to  you  both,  I commend  you  to  the  God  cf 
love,  Hill  abiding, 

thy fajl  and  fun 

FRIEND; 

Bath,  OR.  12,  1 668. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 


Dear  Coujin, 

HE  welcome  tidings  of  your  fare  arrival  at 


Bcabadoes  is  come  to  my  ears;  as  alfo  the 
news  of  your  efcape  from  a perilous  ftcknefs,  for 
which  1 blefs  the  Lord.  I have  confidered,  that 
God  had  bereft  you  of  a careful  father,  and 
that  your  mother  takes  but  little  care  for  you  ; fo 
that  you  have  none  nearer  titan  mvfelf  to  watch 
for  your  foul,  and  to  charge  and  admonifh  vou 
in  the  Lord. 

But  yet,  be  not  dtfcouraged  by  thefe  things, 
but  look  to  heaven,  fly  unto  Jefus,  put  away 
every  known  fin,  fet  upon  the  confcientious  per- 
formance of  every  known  duty;  make  Chrift 
vour  choice,  embrace  him  upon  his  own  terms ; 
deliver  up  yourfelf,  body  and  foul  to  him  : fee 
that  vou  have  no  referves  nor  limitations  in  your 
choice  of  him;  give  him  your  very  heart;  caft 
away  your  worldly  hopes  and  expeditions,  make 
religion  your  bufmefs. 

Thefe  things  do,  and  you  fhali  be  fure  of  a 
friend  in  heaven  ; and,  if  I may  be  any  comfort 
to  you,  yon  fhali  not  fail,  while  I live,  to  have 
one  friend  on  earth  to  care  for  you.  You  are 
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gone  far  from  me,  even  to  the  uttefmoft  parts’ 
of  the  earth  : but  I have  fent  thefe  letters  to  call 
alter  you  ; yea,  not  only  to  call,  hut  to  cry  in 
your  ears.  O what  is  like  to  become  of  your 
foul!  Where  is  that  immortal  foul  of  yours  like 
to  be  lodged  for  ever?  Amongft  devils  or  an- 
gels?  Upon  a bed  of  flames,  or  in  the  joys  of 
paradife  ? 

Go  abide;  retire  from  the  none  of  the  world,  _ 
and  fay  to  yourfelf,  Oh  my  foul  l Whither  art 
thou  going?  Do  not  I know,  that  I mnjl  be  Con- 
ner ted  or  condemned?  That  I mufi  be  fanElified , 
cr  I can  never  be  faved  ? Oh  my  foul ! What 
feekeft  thou  ? What  is  my  chief  care?  Is  it  for 
this  world,  or  the  world  to  come  ? Do  I firfia 
feek  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  the  righteouf- 
nefs  thereof?  Do  I think  heaven  will  drop  into 
m)' mouth-?  That  glory  and  immortality  will  be 
got  with  a wet  finger,  with  cold  prayers,  and 
heartlefs  willies,  while  the  world  has  my  heart  ? 
Do  I think  to  be  crowned,  and  yet  never  fight  ? 
To  gain  the  race  and  never  run  ? To  enter  at  the 
fir  ait  gate,  and  never  drive?  To  overcome  prin- 
cipalities and  powers,  and  never  wre&le?  No, 
no  ; Oh  my  foul,,  either  lay  by  the  hopes  of  hea- 
ven for  ever,  or  roufe  up  thyfelf,  put  forth  thy 
flrength  after  God  and  glory..  Either  lay  by  thy- 
worldly  hopes,  or  thy  hopes  of  immortality  ; 
away  with  thy  fins,  or  let  Chriff  go  for  ever. 
Think  not  to  have  Chriff  and  the  world  too,  to 
L 6.-  ferve. 
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ferve  God  and  mammon : if  thou  follow  the 
world,  thou  mull  die:  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it, 
and  all  the  world  can  never  reverfe  it.  Thus 
reafon  the  cafe  with  your  own  foul,  and  give 
not  reft  to  thyfelf  night  nor  day,  till  you  are 
gotten  off  from  the  world,  broken  off  from  every 
known  fin,  and  got  fafe  into  Chrift. 

Dear  coufin,  I charge  you  by  the  Lord,  to 
oblerve  thefe  things.  Pray  over  them,  weep 
over  them,  read  them  again  and  again ; do  not 
pafs  them  over  as  flight  and  ordinary  things. 
Your  foul  is  at  ftake  ; it  is  your  falvation  which 
is  concerned  in  them;  think  not  that  I am  in 
jeft  with  you.  I travel  in  birth  with  you,  till 
Chrift  be  formed  in  you.  Why  fliould  vou  die  ? 
Oh  repent  and  live,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life, 
win  Chrift,  and  you  win  all.  Oh  be  thank- 
ful to  the  Lord,  that  now  you  are  fatherlefs 
and  friendlefs,  yet  you  have  one  remem- 
brancer to  warn  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come.  God  forbid  that  I fliould  find  you  at  laft 
in  the  place  of  torments,  for  your  not  embracing 
thefe  counfels.  To  conclude,  1 charge  you  as 
a minifter,  as  a father,  take  heed  of  thefe  three 
things : 

1.  Left  the  gain  of  the  world  prove  the  lofs  of 
your  foul : 

2.  Lft  company  draw  you  from  God: 

3.  Lft  a lofty  or  a worldly  heart  Jhould  thrujl 
you  out  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 


Oh 
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Oh  labour  whatever  you  do  for  an  humble 
heart.  Be  little,  be  vile  in  your  own  eyes ; feek 
not  after  great  things;  be  poor  in  fpirit:  with- 
out this,  heaven  wTill  be  no  place  for  you.  Your 
lot  is  fallen  in  a place  of  great  wickednefs,  where 
your  foul  is  in  much  danger,  where  your  temp- 
tations are  many,  and  your  helps  for  heaven  but 
few  : where  good  examples  are  rare,  and  many 
will  entice  yo  to  fin  and  vanity.  O ! look  about 
you,  confider  your  danger,  fear  left  you  fhould 
mifcarry  for  ever.  I can  but  warn  you  and  pray 
for  you  : but  though  you  have  none  to  overfee 
you,  remember  the  eye  of  God  is  upon  you,  to 
obferve  all  your  aftions,  and  that  he  will  furely 
bring  all  your  prabiices  into  judgment.  I com- 
mend you  to  the  Lord,  and  remain. 

Your  laving  and  careful  uncle , 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 

Augifl  19,  1668. 


LETTER  XXVIII. 

Dear  friend, 

*'\7‘  OUR  letter  was  exceeding  welcome  to 
me,  not  only  as  reviving  the  remembrance 
of  our  old  fnendlhip,  but  alfo,  as  bringing  me 
news  of  fome  fpiritual  good  that  you  received 
by  me,  which  is  the  beft  tidings  that  I can  re- 
ceive : 
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ceive : For  what  do  I live  for,  but  to  be  ufeful 
to  fouls  in  my  generation  ? * I defire  no  other 
bufmefs  than  to  pleafe  and  honour  my  God,  and 
ferve  my  generation  in  that  fhort  allowance  of 
time  I have  here.  Shall  I commend  to  you  the 
lelfon  that  I am  about  to  learn  ' It  is,  to  be  entirely 
devoted  to  the  Lord,  that  I may  be  able  to  fay  after 
the  apojlle , To  me  to  live  is  Chrijl.  I would  not 
be  ferving  God  only  for  a day  in  the  week,  or 
an  hour  or  two  in  the  day  : but  every  day,  and 
all  the  day.  I am  ambitious  to  come  up  to  that 
of  our  Lord  and  Mailer,  To  do  always  tho/e  things 
that  pleafe  God.  I plainly  fee  that  felf-feeking  is 
felf-undoing ; and  that  then  we  promote  our- 
felves  bell,  when  we  pleafe  God  moil.  I find, 
that  when  I have  done  all,  if  God  be  not  pleafed, 

I have  done  nothing  ; and  if  I can  but  approve 
myfelf  to  God,  my  work  is  done  : I reckon  I 
DO  NOT  LIVE  THAT  TIME  I DO  NOT  LIVE 

to  God. 

* I am  fain  to  cut  off  fo  many  hours  from 
my  days,  and  fo  many  years  from  my  life,  as  I 
have  lived  to  myfelf.  I find  no  enemy  fo  dan- 
gerous as  myfelf,  and  O that  others  may  take 
warning  by  my  hurt : O that  I liad  lived  wholly 
to  God  ! Then  had  every  day  and  every  hour 
that  I have  fpent,  been  found  upon  my  account 
at  that  day  : then  had  I been  rich  indeed,  in  trea- 
fure  laid  up  there,  whither  I am  apace  remov- 
ing; then  I had  been  every  day  and  hour  add- 
ing to  the  heap,  and  increafmg  the  reward  which 

God 
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God  of  his  mere  grace  hath  promifed,  even  to 
the  meaneft  work  that  is  done  to  him.  I per- 
ceive I am  an  eternal  lofer  by  afting  no  more  for 
God;  for  what  is  done  to  myfelf  is  loft;  but 
what  is  done  for  God,  is  done  for  ever,  and 
{hall  receive  an  everlafting  reward.  Verily,  if 
there  be  a world  to  come,  and  an  eternal  ftate 
after  this  fhort  life,  it  is  our  only  wifdom  to  be 
removing,  and,  as  it  were  tranfplanting  and  trans- 
porting what  we  can,  from  hence  into  that  coun- 
try to  which  we  are  Shortly  to  be  removed,  that 
what  we  are  now  doing  we  may  reap  the  fruit  of 
for  ever. 

Well,  let  us  be  wholly  fwallowed  up  in  religi- 
on, and  know  no  other  intereft  but  Jefus  Chrift. 

I cannot  fay,  I have  already  attained;  but  this  is 
what  my  heart  is  fet  to  learn.  That  in  ail  that  I 
do,  whether  facred  or  civil  actions,  ftilllmaybe 
doing  but  one  work,  and  driving  on  one  defign, 
That  God  may  be  pleafed  by  vie,  and  glorified  in 
me  ; That  not  only  my  praying,  preaching,  alms, 
may  be  found  upon  my  account;  but  even  my 
eating,  drinking,  fleeping,  vifits,  difeourfes,  be- 
caufe  they  are  done  to  God.  Too  often  do  I mifs 
my  mark  ; but  I will  tell  you  what  are  the  rules 
I fet  myfelf : Never  to  lie  down  but  in  the  name  of 
God ; nor  barely  for  natural  refrefhment,  but  that 
a wearied  Servant  of  Chrift  may  be  recruited  and 
fitted  to  ferve  him  better  the  next  day.  Never 
to  rife  up  but  with  this  refolution,  I will  go  forth 
this  day  in  the  name  of  God,  and  will  make  religion 
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my  bufivefs,  and fpend  the  day  for  eternity.  Never 
to  enter  upon  my  calling , hut  fnjl  thinking , I will 
do  tliefe  things  as  unto  God,  becaufe  he  requireth 
thefe  things  at  my  hands,  in  the  place  and  ffation 
he  hath  put  me  into.  Never  to  ft  down  to  the  ta- 
ble, but  refclving,  I will  not  eat  meerly  to  pie  aft  vv 
appetite , but  to  Jlrengthen  my f elf  for  my  Mafer's 
work.  Never  to  make  a vifit,  but  to  leave  fome- 
thing  of  God  where  I go  ; and  in  every  company  to 
leave fome goodfavor  behind.  This  is  that  which  I 
am  prefling  hard  after : and  if  I ftrive  not  to  walk 
by  thefe  rules,  let  this  paper  be  a witnefs  againft 
me. 

I perceive  you  are  otherwife  perfuaded  in  fome 
things  than  I am  : but  however,  I truft  we  meet 
in  our  end.  May  it  be  your  whole  ftudv  to  gain 
fouls,  and  to  build  them  up  in  holinefs,  which  is 
with  too  many  the  leaft  of  their  cares.  One  du- 
ty (miferably  neglefted)  I fhall  be  bold  to  recom- 
mend from  my  own  experience,  and  that  is,  the 
vifiting  your  whole  flock  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
and  enquiring  into  their  fpiritual  eflates  particu- 
larly, and  dealing  plainly  and  truly  with  them 
about  their  converfion  to  God. 

You  fee  how  free  I am  with  you  : but  I know 
your  candour.  I rejoice  in  your  happy  yoke- 
fellow : falute  her  from  your  old  friend,  and  ac- 
cept of  the  unfeigned  refpefts  of  him  who  is, 
Sir, 

Your  real  and faithful  friend, 

JOS.  ALLEINE. 
LETTER. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

[To  a minifter  in  prifon.] 

Worthy  Sir, 

IT  was  but  a little  after  my  releafe  from  my 
own  confinement,  but  I heard  of  yours : and 
now  write  to  you,  as  one  that  hath  taken  a higher 
degree  than  ever,  being  commenced  prifon  er  of 
Chrift.  I was  once  affe&ed  with  the  pifture  of  a 
devout  man,  to  whom  a voice  came  down  from 
heaven,  faying,  Quid  vis  fieri  pro  te?  To  which 
he  anfwered,  Nihil  domine,  nift pad  ac  contemini 
pro  te.  Undoubtedly,  Sir,  it  is  our  real  glory  to 
be  throughout  conformed  to  Jefus  Chrift,  not  on- 
ly in  his  fanflity,  but  in  his  bufferings.  I doubt 
not  your  confolations  in  Chrift  fuperabound  in 
all  your  tribulations  for  him.  Yet  let  me  add 
this,  that  you  have  a whole  fhoal  of  promifes  come 
in  to  you,  which  you  had  not  before  ; I mean  all 
the  promifes  to  buffering  faints,  in  which  they 
have  not  fo  immediate  a part,  unlefs  in  a buffer- 
ing ftate.  And  doubtlebs  he  hath  got  well,  that 
hath  gotten  fuch  a number  of  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifes. 

I can  tell  you  little  good  of  myfelf : but  this  I 
can  tell  you,  that  the  promifes  of  God  were  never 
fo  fweet  to  me,  as  fince  my  imprifoned  ftate. 
It  fhames  me  that  I have  let  fuch  a treafure  lie 
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by  fo  long,  and  have  made  fo  little  ufe  of  it.  Ne- 
ver did  my  foul  know  the  heaven  of  a believer's 
life,  till  I learnt  to  live  a life  of  praife,  and  to 
fet  home  the  unfpeakable  riches  of  the  divine 
promifes,  to  which,  through  grace,  I am  made 
an  heir.  I verily  perceive  that  all  cur  work  were 
done,  if  we  could  but  prevail  with  ourfelves  and 
others  to  live  like  believers ; to  tell  all  the  world 
by  our  carriage,  that  there  is  fuch  pleafantnefs  in 
Chrift’s  ways,  fuch  beauty  in  holinefs,  fuch  re- 
ward to  obedience,  as  we  profefs  to  believe  ! 

It  is  but  a little  while  that  prifons  fliall  hold  us, 
or  that  we  fliall  dwell  in  dirty  flefli.  Porphyry  tells 
us  of  Plotinus,  that  he  wasafhamed  to  fee  himfelf 
in  the  body  ; to  fee  a divine  and  immortal  foul 
in  a prifon  of  flefli  (for  fo  they  held  the  body  to 
be  ;)  but  the  word,  fliackles  are  thofe  of  fin.  Well, 
they  muff  fhortiy  fall  off ; our  Lord  doth  not 
long  intend  us  for  this  lower  region  : furely  he  is 
gone  to  prepare  a place  for  us:  yea,  and  he 
will  come  again,  and  receive  us  to  himfelf,  that 
where  he  is,  we  may  be  alfo.  And  what  have 
we  to  do,  but  to  believe,  and  wait,  and  love,  and 
long,  and  look  out  for  his  coming,  in  which  is 
all  our  hope  ? Twill  be  time  enough  for  us  to  be 
preferred  then.  We  know  before  hand  who 
fliall  then  be  uppermoft.  Our  Lord  hath  {hew- 
ed us  where  our  places,  fhali  be,  even  at  his  own 
right  hand ; and  what  he  will  fay  to  us,  Come  ye 
hleffed.  Surely  we  fliall  ftand  in  his  judgment : 
he  hath  prortjifed  to  ftand  our  friend  : let  us  look 
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for  the  joyful  day:  and  fure  as  there  is  a God* 
this  day  will  come,  and  then  it  {hall  go  well 
with  us.  What  if  bonds  and  banilhment  abide 
tis  for  a feafon  ? This  is  nothing  but  what  our 
Lord  hath  told  us,  The  world  fall  rejoice,  bujt  ye 
Jhall  lament : ye Jhall  be forrowfid,  but  your for  row 
fiall  be  turned  into  joy.  Oh  how  reviving  are 
his  words  1 I will  fee  you  again,  and  your  heart 
fiall  tejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you. 
If  that  miferable  wretch  leapt  chearfully  off  the 
ladder,  faying,  I fall  be  a queen  in  hell : with 
what  joy  fhould  we  do  and  fuffer  for  God,  know- 
ing that  we  Jhall  be  crowned  in  heaven  P They 
are  wonderful  preparations  that  are  making  ior 
us : the  Lord  make  us  meet  to  he  partakers.  * It 
was  the  high  eft  commendation  that  ever  that 
worthy  R.  Baxter  received,  which  fell  from  his 
fcoffing  adverfary  Tilenus,  Tot um,  puritcmij'mum 
totus  fpirat.  Oh  that  this  may  be  true  of  us  and 
ours ! 

Let  your  true  yoke-fellow,  and  my  Chriftian 
friends  with  you,  have  my  hearty  commendation  : 
and  thefe  counfels  I pray  you  give  them  from 
me. 

l.  To  habituate  themf elves,  both  as  to  their 
thoughts  and  difcourfes,  move  throughly  than  ever 
to  holinefs.  Brethren,  I would  teach  you  the 
lefton  that  I refolve  to  learn,  that  your  minds 
and  tongues  may  as  naturally  run  upon  the  things 
of  heaven,  as  others  on  the  things  of  this  world. 
Why  fhould  it  not  be  thus  ? I am  fure  God  and 
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nteayen  as  well  deferve  to  be  thought  on,  and' 
talked  of  as  froth  and  vanity.  There  are  many 
that  have  in  a great  meafure  learnt  this  lelfon, 
and  why  fhould  not  we  ? What  if  it  be  hard  at 
firft  ? Every  thing  is  fo  to  a beginner.  And  is 
not  ours  a religion  of  felf-denial  ? If  we  do  but 
force  ourfelves  awhile  to  holy  thoughts,  and  hea- 
venly difcourfe,  it  will  grow  habitual  to  us,  and 
then  it  will  be  mofi  natural,  familiar,  and  fweeu 
O what  gainers  will  you  be,  if  you  learn  this 
leffon  ? 

’Tis  the  fhame  of  religion,  that  Chriftians  are 
fo  unlike  themfelves,  unlefs  upon  their  knees. 
Our  lives  and  language  fhould  tell  the  world  what 
we  are,  and  whither  we  are  <Toin£.  Chriftians, 
let  little  things  content  you  in  the  world,  but  af- 
pire  after  great  things  in  the  grace  of  God.  Ma- 
ny little  think  what  high  degrees  of  holinefs  they 
may  grow  up  to  even  in  this  life  with  pains  and 
diligence.  Sirs,  be  you  men  of  great  defigns  : 
think  it  not  enough  if  you  have  wherewith  to  bear 
your  charges  to  heaven  ; but  afpire  to  be  great 
in  the  court  of  heaven,  favourites  of  the  Moft 
High,  of  tall  grow'th,  fingular  communion,  that 
you  may  burn  and  fhirre  in  your  place,  that  you 
may  favour  of  heaven  wherever  you  come,  and 
that  there  may  be  an  even-fpun  thread  of  holi- 
nefs running  through  your  whole  courfe.  :Tis 
our  difgrace,  that  there  is  fo  little  difference  to 
be  feen  in  the  ordinary  couverfation  of  believers 
and  other  men.  Is  it  not  a lhame,  that  when. 
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we  are  in  company  with  others,  this  fhould  be 
all  the  difference  that  is  to  be  been,  that  w,e  will 
not  curfe  and  fvvear  ? If  you  will  honour  the  gof- 
pel,  bring  forth  your  religion  out  of  your  clofets 
into  your  ihops,  trades,  vifits,  and  exemplify  the 
rules  of  religion  in  the  management  of  all  vour 
relations,  and  in  your  ordinary  converfe.  Let 
there  be  no  place  or  company  that  you  come  in- 
to, in  which  you  do  not  drop  fomething  of  God  ; 
this  will  be  the  glory  of  religion,  and  we  fhall 
never  convince  the  world  hill  we  come  to  this. 
May  you  come,  my  brethren,  out  of  your  pri- 
fons  with  your  faces  fhining,  having  your  minds 
feafoned,  and  your  tongues  tipt  with  holinefs  ! 
May  your  mouths  be  as  a well  of  life,  from 
whence  may  flow  the  holy  breams  of  edifying 
difcourfe!  May  yon  ever  lemember,  as  you  are 
fitting  in  your  houfes,  going  by  the  way,  lying 
down,  rifing  up,  what  the  Lord  doth  then  re- 
quire of  you. 

2.  To  improve  ihcir  prefent  retirements  from 
the  zvorld,  for  the  fettling  their  Jpiritual  (fates. 
’Tis  a common  complaint  amongft  Chriflians, 
that  they  want  affurance.  Oh,  if  any  of  you 
that  wanted  affurance  when  you  came  to  pri- 
fon,  may  carry  that  bleffing  out,  what. happy 
gainers  would  you  be  ? Now  you  are  called  more 
than  ever  to  felf-fearching.  Now  bring  your 
graces  to  the  touchffone.  Be  much  in  felf  ob- 
fervation.  Refl  not  in  probable  hopes.  Think 
not  that  it  is  enough  that  you  can  fay,  you  hope 
’tis  well.  Be  refllefs  till  you  can  fay,  that  you 
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know  ’tis  well ; that  you  know  you  are  paflcd 
from  death  to  life. 

* Think  not  that  this  is  a privilege  that  only  a 
few  may  expecl.  Obferve  but  thefe  three  things  : 

1.  To  take  heed  of  laying  the  marks  offalvation 
either  too  high  or  too  low  ; 

2.  To  be  much  in  objerving  the  frame , and 
bent,  and  workings  of  your  own  heart : 

g.  To  be  umverfally  confcientious,  and  to  be  con - 
(l ant  in  even  and  clofe  walking , and  then  I doubt 
not  but  you  will  have  a fettled  afTurance,  and 
know  and  feel  that  peace  of  God  that  palfeth  all 
underflanding. 

I wifh  your  prifon  may  be  a paradife  of  peace, 
and  a Patmos  of  divine  difcoveries,  Lord  Jf us 
ft  to  thy  Amen.  I am.  Sir, 

Your  unworthy  brother  and  companion  in  the 

kingdom  and  patience  of  JeJus, 
Jan.  10,  1664.  JOS.  ALLEINE. 


LETTER  XXX. 

To  the  mcfl  beloved  people,  the  ja  vants  cf  Gcd  in 
Taunton,  Jalvation. 

Mof  dearly  beloved  and  longed for, 
my  joy  and  crown. 

MY  heart's  defire  and  prayer  for  you  is,  that 
you  may  be  faved.  This  is  that  which  I 
have  been  praying  and  fludying,  and  preaching 
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for  thefe  many  years  : and  this  is  the  end  of  my 
buffering,  and  writing  at  this  prefent  time.  I 
feek  -not  other  gifts,  give  me  your  hearts,  let  me 
but  part  between  your  fins  and  you : differ  me 
but  to  fave  you  ; give  me  leave  to  cairy  you  over 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  I will  not  a fit  you  any  more. 
I will  fervc  you  gladly,  I will  buffer  for  you  thank- 
fully, fo  I may  but  fave  you.  Do  not  wonder 
why  I follow  you  fo  pteflingly,  why  I call  upon 
you  fo  frequently  ; let  not  my  importunity  be 
grievous  to  you,  all  this  is  but  to  fave  you. 
Chrift  did  not  think  his  blood,  and  fhall  I think 
my  breath  too  dear  in  order  to  your  falvation  ; 
what  pity  is  it,  that  any  of  yon  fhould  mifcarry  at 
laft,  under  the  power  of  ignorance,  or  by  a pro- 
fane negligence,  or  a formal  and  lifelefs  profef- 
fion  of  ftridt  godlinels  ? 

Beloved,  I am  afraid  of  you.,  left  (as  to  many 
of  you)  I have  run  in  vain.  I cannot  but 
thankfully  acknowledge,  that  there  are  not  a few 
of  you  who  are  the  joy  of  your  mini  biers,  and  the 
glory  of  Chrift.  But  it  cannot  be  diffembled, 
that  far  the  greater  number  give  little  ground  to 
hope,  they  are  in  the  flate  of  falvation.  And 
mult  not  this  be  a pinching  thought  to  a compaf- 
fionate  teacher,  that  he  cannot  perfuade  men,  but 
that  the  molt  of  them  wili  wilfully  throw  away 
themfelves  ? Is  it  not  a woeful  fight,  to  behold 
the  deyils  driving  a great  part  of  our  mifera'ole 
flocks,  (as  they  did  once  the  herd  of  fwine)  vio- 
lently down  the  hill,  till  they  be  choaked  in  the 

water. 


[ 264  ] 

water,  drowned  in  the  gulph  of  endlefs  perdi- 
tion ? Ah  miferable  fpecfacle  ! What  through  the 
wilful  blindnefs  of  fome,  the  loofenefs  and  fen- 
fuality  of  others,  the  halving,  and  cold,  and  cttf- 
tomary  religion  of  others,  how  great  a number  of 
our  poor  flocks,  is  Satan  like  to  carry  utterly 
away  from  us,  after  all  that  hath  been  done  to 
fave  him  ? 

Yet  I cannot  but  call  after  them.  Hearken  un- 
to me,  O ye  children.  How  long  will  ye  love 
vanity,  and  trufl  in  lying  words  ? As  the  Lord 
liveth,  vou  are  loft,  except  you  turn  : wherefore 
turn  yourfelves  and  live  ye.  Ah  how  mercy 
wooeth  you  ! How  it  waiteth  to  be  gracious  ? 
Hear,  O Tinners,  hear.  See  you  not  how  the 
merciful  Saviour  of  the  world  ftrctcheth  forth  his 
hands  all  the  day  long,  and  fpreadeth  forth  his 
wings,  and  calleth  you  as  a hen  doth  her  chick- 
ens ! Hear  you  not  the  founding  of  his  bowels? 
He  hath  no  need  of  you  : Yet  how  do  his  com- 
panions melt  over  perifhing  finners  ? His  heart 
is  turned  within  him,  and  fhall  not  this  turn  your 
hearts?  His  repentings  are  kindled  together,  and 
fhall  not  this  lead  vou  to  repentance?  Behold, 
he  ftandeth  at  the  door  and  knockejh.  O man, 
wilt  thou  keep  Jefus  at  the  door,  and  lodge  Ba- 
rabbas  in  thy  bofom  ? Oh  his  melting  love  to 
finners!  He  calleth  after  them,  he  weepeth  over 
them,  he  crieth  to  them.  How  long,  ve  funple 
ones,  will  you  love  fimplicitv  ? "Will  t on  not 
be  made  clean?  When  fhall  it  once  be  3 Win- 


[ a65  3 

will  you  die  ? Turn  you  at  my  reproof:  behold, 
I will  pour  out  my  fpirit  upon  you.  Sinner,  art 
thou  not  yet  melted  ? Oh  come  in  at  his  loving 
calls.  Come  out  from  thy  fins  : touch  the  fcep- 
ter  of  grace  and  live  : Why  fhouldft  thou  be 
dafhed  in  pieces  by  his  iron  rod  ? Kifs  the  Son  r 
Why  fhouldft  thou  perifh  in  the  way  ? Set  up 
Jefus  as  thy  king,  left  he  count  thee  for  his  ene- 
my, becaufe  thou  would  not  that  he  fhould  reign 
over  thee,  and  fo  thou  be  called  forth  and  (lain 
before  him.  Oh  how  dreadful  will  this  cafe  be, 
to  die  by  the  hand  of  a Saviour  ! Oh  double  hell, 
to  have  thy  Redeemer  become  thy  executionerl- 
And  the  hand  that  was  fo  long  ftretched  forth 
to  fave  thee,  to  be  now  ftretched  forth  to  (lav 
thee  ! And  the  merciful  heart  of  Chrift  himifelf 
hardened  againlt  thee,  fo  that  he  fhould  call  thee 
forth,  and  hew  thee  in  pieces,  as  Samuel  did  Agag 
before  the  Lord. 

* Beloved,  I defpair  of  ever  bringing  you  to 
falvation,  without  fanftification  : or  pofTeffing  you 
with  happinefs  without  perfuading  you  to  holi- 
nefs.  God  knows  I have  not  the  leaf!  hope 
ever  to  fee  one  of  your  faces  in  heaven,  except 
you  be  fanclifted,  and  exercife  yourfelves  unto 
godlinefs.  d his  is  that  I drive  at,  I befeech 
you  ftudy  to  further  perfonrd  godlinefs,  and  family 
godlinefs. 

* 1.  Per fonal  godlinefs.  Let  it  be  your  firft 
care  to  fet-  up  Chrift  in  your  hearts.  See  that 
you  make  all  your  worldly  interefts  ftoop  to  him, 
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that  you  be  entirely  and  unrefervedly  devoted  to 
him.  If  you  deliberately  and  ordinarily  harbour 
any  fin,  you  are  undone.  See  that  you  unfeign- 
edjy  take  the  laws  of  Chrift,  as  tire  rule  of  your 
words,  thoughts  and  aftions  ; and  fubject  your 
whole  man,  faithfully  to  him.  If  you  have  a 
true  refpe£i  unto  ail  God's  commandments,  you 
are  found  at  heart.  O fludy  to  get  the  image 
and  imprefs  of  Chrifl  upon  you  within.  Begin 
with  your  hearts,  elfe  you  build  without  a foun- 
dation. Labour  to  get  a faring  change  within, 
or  elfe  all  external  performances  will  be  to  no 
purpofe.  And  then  fludy  to  fhe-w  forth  the 
power  of  godlinefs  in  your  life.  Let  piety  be 
your  bufmefs.  ’Tis  the  bigheil  point  of  juflice, 
to  give  God  his  due.  Beware  that  none  of  you 
be  a prayerlefs  perfon  : for  that  is  a. certain  dif- 
covery  of  a Chriftlefs,  and  a gracelefs  perfon. 
Suffer  not  your  bibles  to  gather  dull.  See  that 
you  converfe  daily  with  tire  word.  That  man 
can  never  lay  claim  to  bleffednefs,  whole  delight 
is  not  in  the  law  of  the  Loid.  Let  meditation 
and  felf-examination  be  your  daily  exercife,  elfe 
the  Papills,  yea  the  Pagans  will  condemn  us.  If 
ever  you  come  to  any  growth  in  holinefs,  with- 
out the  conflant  ufe  of  this  praGice,  I am  grofs- 
Iv  deceived.  And  therefore  I befcecb,  vea  even 
charge  you  by  the  Lord,  that  vou  would  daily 
examine  yourfelves. 

But  piety  without  charily  is  but  the  half  of 
Chriflianity,  or  rather  impious  hypocrify.  See 
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therefore  that  you  do  juftly,  and  love  mercy,  and 
let  equity,  and  charity  run  like  an  even  thread, 
through  all  your  dealings.  Be  you  temperate  in 
all  things,  and  let  chaility  and  fobriety  be  your 
undivided  companions.  Let  truth  and  purity, 
ferioufnefs  and  modelly,  heavenlinefs  and  gra- 
vity, be  the  conflant  ornaments  of  your  fpeech. 
Let  patience  and  humility,  fimplicity  and  fince- 
rity  fhine  in  all  parts  of  your  converfation.  See 
that  you  forget  and  forgive  wrongs,  and  requite 
them  with  kindnefs.  Be  merciful  in  your  cen- 
fures,  and  put  the  inoll  favourable  conflrudtion 
upon  your  brethren’s  carriage.  Be  flow  in  pro- 
mifing,  punftual  in  fulfilling.  Let  meeknefs,  in- 
nocency,  affablenefs,  yieldingnefs,  and  courtefy, 
commend  your  converfation  to  all  men.  Let 
none  of  your  relations  want  that  love  and  loyal- 
ty, that  reverence  and  duty,  that  tendernefs, 
care,  and  vigilancy,  which  their  feveral  places 
and  capacities  call  for.  This  is  true  godlinefs. 
I charge  vou  before  the  mod  high  God,  that  none 
of  you  be  found  a fwearer,  or  a liar,  a lover  of 
evil  company,  or  a fcoffer,  or  malicious,  or  co- 
vetous, or  a drunkard,  or  a glutton,  unrighteous 
in  his  dealing,  unclean  in  his  living,  or  a quar- 
reller,  or  a thief,  or  backbiter,  orarailer:  fori 
denounce  unto  you  from  the  living  God,  that 
damnation  is  the  end  of  all  fueb. 

2.  Family  godhrmfs.  He  that  hath  fet  up 
Chrilt  in  his  hear  t.  will  be  fure  to  Rudy  to  fet 
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him  up  in  his  houfe.  Let  every  family  with  you 
be  a Chriftian  church  ; every  houfe  a houfe  of 
prayer;  every  houlhold  a houfhold  of  faith.  Let 
every  houfholder  fay,  with  Jofhua,  I,  with  my 
houfe , will Jerve  the  Lord,  and  with  David,  I will 
walk  within  my  houfe  with  a p erf  eft  heart. 

Firfl,  Let  religion  be  in  your  families,  not  as 
a matter  by  the  by,  but  the  Landing  bufinefs  of 
the  houfe.  Let  them  have  your  prayers  as 
duly  as  their  meals.  Is  there  any  of  your  fami- 
lies, but  have  time  for  their  taking  food  P 
* Wretched  man  ! Canft  thou  find  time  to  eat, 
and  not  time  to  pray  ? 

* Secondly,  Settle  it  upon  your  hearts,  that 
your  fouls  are  bound  up  in  the  fouls  of  your  fa- 
mily. They  are  committed  to  you,  and  (if  they 
be  loft  through  your  negleff)  will  be  required  at 
your  hands  : Sirs,  if  you  do  not,  you  {hall  know 
that  the  charge  of  fouls  is  a heavy  charge,  and 
that  the  blood  of  fouls  is  a heavy  guilt.  O man, 
haft  thou  a charge  of  fouls  to  anfwer  for,  and 
doft  thou  not  yet  beftir  thyfelf  for  them,  that 
their  blood  may  not  be  found  in  thy  {kirts  ? 
Wilt  thou  do  no  more  for  immortal  fouls,  than 
thou  wilt  do  for  the  beafts  that  perifh  ? What 
doft  thou  do  for  thy  children,  and  fervants?  Thou 
provided  meat  and  drink  for  them,  and  doft  thou 
not  the  fame  for  thy  beads  ? Thou  giveft  them 
medicines,  and  cherilheft  them  w7hen  they 
are  fick,  and  doft  thou  not  fo  much  for  thy 
fwine  ? More  particularly. 
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f.  Let  the  folemn  reading'  of  the  word,  and ‘ 
f nging  of  pfalms,  be  your  family  exercifes.  See 
Chrift  hinging  with  his  family,  his  difciples,  Matt . 
xxvi.  go.  Luke  ix.  18. 

2.  Let  every  perfon  in  your  family  Be  duly  called 
to  an  account  cf  their  prof  ting  by  the  word  heard 
or  read,  as  they  are  about  doing  your  own  buf- 
nefs.  This  is  a duty  of  confequence  unfpeak- 
able,  and  wt>uld  be  a means  to  bring  thofe  under 
your  charge  to  remember  and  profit  by  what  they 
receive. 

3.  Often  take  account  of  the  fouls  under  your 
care , concerning  their  fpiritual  efates.  Make 
enquiry  into  their  conditions,  infill  much  upon 
the  finfulnefs  and  mifery  of  their  natural  ellate, 
and  upon  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  in  order 
to  their  falvation.  Admonilh  them  gravely  of 
their  fins  ; encourage  beginnings.  Follow  them 
earneftly,  and  let  them  have  no  quiet  for  you, 
till  you  fee  in  them  a faving  change.  This  is  a 
duty  of  high  confequence,  but  fearfully  negledl- 
ed  by  fome.  Doth  not  confcience  fay,  Thou 
art  the  man  P 

4.  Look  to  the  friB  fandifying  of  the  fabbatk 
by  all  of  your  houfiolds.  Many  poor  families 
have  little  time  elfe.  O improve  but  your  fab- 
bath  days  as  diligently  in  doing  your  Maker’s 
work,  as  you  do  the  other  days  in  doing  your 
own  work,  and  I doubt  not  but  you  may  come 
to  fome  proficiency. 
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g.  Let  the  morning  and  evening  fan  fee  cj  fo- 
lernn  prayer . be  daily  offered  up  in  all  your  fami- 
lies. Beware  they  be  not  found  among  the  fami- 
lies that  call  not  upon  God’s  name;  for  whyfhould 
there  be  wrath  from  the  Lord  upon  your  families  ? 

0 miferable  families  without  God  in  the  world, 
that  are  without  family  prayer ! What  have 
you  fo  many  family  fins,  family  wants,  family 
miferies ; what,  and  yet  no  family  prayers  ? 
How  do  you  pray  with  all  prayer  and  fupplica- 
tion  if  you  do  not  with  family  prayer?  Say  not 

1 have  no  time.  What  haft  thou  all  thy  time  on 
purpofe  to  ferve  God  and  fave  thy  foul,  and  is 
this  that  for  which  thou  can’ft  find  no  time  ? 
Pinch  out  of  your  meals  and  deep,  rather  than 
want  for  prayer.  *Say  not,  my  bufinefs  will 
not  give  leave.  This  is  thy  greateft  bufinefs, 
to  fave  thyfelf,  and  the  fouls  committed  to  thee. 
In  a word,  the  blefling  of  all  is  to  be  got  by 
prayer.  And  what  is  thy  bufinefs  without  God’s 
blefting  ? Say  not,  I am  not  able.  Ufe  thy  one 
talent,  and  God  will  increafe  it.  Helps  are  to 
be  had  till  thou  art  better  able. 

* 6.  Put  every  one  in  your  families  upon  pri- 
vate prayer.  Obferve  whether  any  perform  it. 
Get  them  the  help  of  a form,  if  they  need  it, 
till  they  are  able  to  go  without.  Direft  them 
how  to  pray,  by  minding  them  of  their  fins, 
wants,  and  mercies,  the  materials  of  prayer. 

7.  Set  up  catechizing  in  your  families,  at  lea  ft 
once  every  week.  It  was  my  parting,  dying 

requeft, 


[ V1  ] 


requefl,  that  you  would  fet  up  and  maintain  this 
duty  in  your  families.  Have  you  all  done  it  ac- 
cordingly? Cannot,  your  confidences  witnefs, 
cannot  your  families  witnefs  you  have  not  ? 
Well,  I thought  my  parting  words  would  have 
done  fomething  with  you  : I hoped  the  fervent 
requefl  of  a dying  minifler,  would  have  pre- 
vailed for  fuch  a fmal!  matter  with  you.  To 
this  day  are  you  without  folemn  catechizing  in 
your  houfes  ! Ah,  what  a difcouragement  to  your 
teacher  is  this  ? Brethren  fhall  I vet  prevail  with 
you?  Will  you  rejeft  me  alfo  ? O let  me  per- 
fuade  you  before  you  take  off  your  eyes  from 
thefe  lines,  to  refolve  to  fet  upon  the  conffant 
exercife  of  this  duty.  Surely  I have  done  and 
buffered  more  for  you  than  this  comes  to : Will 
you  deny  me  ? I befeech  you,  let  me  find,  if 
ever  God  brings  me  again  to  vifit  your  houfes, 
that  the  words  of  a buffering  minifler  have 
fome  power  with  you.  I have  bent  you  help  on 
purpofe  : What  fhall  all  myr  perfuafions  be  but 
fpeaking  to  the  wind  ? Beloved,  have  you  no 
dread  of  the  Almighty’s  charge,  that  you  fnould 
teach  thefe  things  diligently  to  your  children , and 
talk  of  them  as  you  ft  in  your  houfes , and  train 
them  up  in  the  way  they  fiouldgo?  Hath  God  fo 
commanded  Abraham,  that  he  would  teach  his 
children  and  his  houfiolcl,  Gen.  xviii.  19.  and 
given  fuch  a promife  to  him  thereupon,  and  will 
not  you  put  in  for  a fhare  of  either  in  the  praife 
or  the  promife  ? Say  not,  they  are  carelefs  and 
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will  not  learn.  What  have  you  your  authority 
for,  if  not  to  ufe  it  for  God,  and  the  good  of 
their  fouls  ? You  will  call  them  up,  and  force 
them  to  do  their  work ; and  fhould  you  not  at 
leaf!  be  as  zealous  in  putting  them  upon  God’s 
work  ? Say  not,  they  are  dull  and  not  capable. 
If  they  be  dull,  God  requires  of  you  the  more 
pains  and  patience ; but  dull  as  they  are,  you 
will  make  them  learn  how  to  work;  and  can 
they  not  learn  how  to  live  ? Are  they  capable 
of  the  myfteries  of  your  trade,  and  are  they  not 
capable  of  the  plain  principles  of  religion  ? Well, 
as  ever  you  would  lee  the  growth  of  religion,  the 
cure  of  ignorance,  the  remedy  of  profanenefs, 
the  downfal  of  error,  fulfil  ye  my  joy  with  going 
through  with  this  duty. 

I have  been  long  and  yet  I am  afraid  my  letter 
will  be  ended  before  my  wTork  is  done : how 
loath  am  I to  leave  you,  before  I have  prevailed 
with  you  to  fet  to  this  work  ? Will  you  pafs 
your  promife,  will  you  give  me  your  hands  P 
Oh  that  you  w'ould  ? You  cannot  do  me  a greater 
pleafure.  Beloved,  why  fhould  you  not  give 
the  hand  one  to  another,  and  mutually  engage 
to  each  other,  for  more  vigorous  and  diligent 
endeavours,  in  promoting  family  godlinefs?  I 
mull  tell  you,  God  looks  for  more  than  ordinary 
from  you,  in  fuch  a day  as  this.  He  expefts 
that  you  fhould  do  both  in  your  hearts  and  in 
your  houfes,  fomewhat  more  than  ever,  under 
thefe  extraordinary  difpenfations.  My  moll 
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dearly  beloved,  mine  own  bowels  in  the  Lord, 
will  you  fatisfy  the  longings  of  a travelling  mi- 
nifler?  will  you  anfwer  the  calls  of  divine  pro- 
vidence P Would  you  that  your  children  fhould 
blefs  you?  Oh,  then  fet  up  piety  in  your  fami- 
lies. As  ever  you  would  be  blefled  or  be  a blef- 
fing,  let  your  heart,  and  your  houfes  be  the 
temples  of  the  living  God,  in  which  hisworfhip 
(according  to  the  fore-mentioned  directions,) 
may  be  with  conftancy  reverently  performed. 

O FATHER  of  Spirits,  that  haft  fet  me  over 
thy  flock  to  watch  for  their  fouls  as  one 
that  mull  give  account : I have  long  ftudied  thy 
will,  and  taught  in  thy  name,  and  do  unfeignedly 
blefs  thee,  that  any  have  believed  my  report.  I 
have  given  unto  them  the  words  which  thou 
gaveft  me,  and  they  have  received  them.  I 'nave 
manifefted  thy  name  unto  them,  and  they  have 
kept  thy  word.  And  now  I am  no  more  with- 
them,  but  I come  unto  thee  ! Holy  Father,  keep 
them  through  thine  own  name;,  for  they  are 
thine.  As  they  have  kept  the  word  of  thy  pa- 
tience, fo  keep  thou  them  in  the  hour  of  temp- 
tation.  They  are  but  a little  and  helplefs  flock  : 
but  thou  art  their  fhepherd,  fuffer  them  not  to 
want.  Do  thou  feed  them,  and  fold  them.  Let 
thy  rod  and  thy  ftaff  comfort  them,  and  let  not: 
the  beafts  of  prey  fall  upon  them,  to  the  fpoiling., 
of  their  fouls. 

But  what  {hall  I do  for  them  that  will  not  be 
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gathered  ? I have  called  after  them,  but  the)’ 
would  not  anfwer ; I have  charged  them  in  thy 
name,  but  they  would  not  hear ; I have  ftudied 
to  fpeak  perfuafivelv  to  them,  but  I cannot  pre- 
vail. Then  I faid,  I have  laboured  in  vain;  I 
have  fpent  my  ftrength  for  nought,  yet  I can- 
not give  them  over,  much  lefs  may  I give  thee 
over.  Lord,  perfuade  Japhtt  to  dwell  in  the 
tents  of  Shem.  Lord  compel  them  to  come  in, 
and  lay  thy  hands  of  mercy  upon  them,  as  thou 
did  ft  on  lingering  Lot,  and  bring  them  forth, 
that  they  may  efcape  for  their  lives,  and  not  be 
confumed.  Lord,  I pray  thee  open  their  eyes 
that  they  may  fee,  and  lay  hold  upon  their 
hearts  by  tbv  omnipotent  grace.  Do  thou  turn 
them,  and  they  fliall  be  turned : O bring  back 
the  miferable  captives,  and  fuffer  not  the  enemy 
of  mankind  to  drive  away  the  moll  of  the  flock 
before  mine  eyes,  and  to  deride  the  fruitlefs  en- 
deavours of  thy  labourers,  and  boafi  over  them, 
that  he  can  do  more  with  them,  though  he 
feek  to  ruin  them,  than  all  the  befeechings, 
eounfels,  and  charges  of  thy  fervants,  that  feek 
to  fave  them.  Lord,  if  I could  find  out  any 
thing  that  would  pieice  them,  that  would  make 
its  way  into  their  hearts,  thou  knoweft  I would 
ufe  it.  But  I have  been  many  years  pleading 
thy  caufe  in  vain.  O let  not  thefe  endeavours 
alfo  be  loft.  O God,  find  out  every  ignorant, 
every  profane  finner,  every  prayerlels  foul,  and 
every  prayerlefs  family,  and  convince  them  of 
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their  miferable  condition  while  without  thee  in 
the  world.  Set  thy  image  up  in  their  fouls, 
fet  up  thy  worfhip  in  their  families.  Let  not 
pride,  ignorance,  or  floth  keep  them  in  negleft 
of  the  means  of  knowledge.  Let  thine  eyes  be 
over  the  place  of  my  defires  for  good,  from  one 
end  of  the  year  to  the  other  end  thereof.  Let 
every  houfe  therein  be  a feminary  of  religion, 
and  let  thofe  that  caff  their  eyes  upon  thefe  lines, 
find  thee  Aiding  in  by  the  fecret  influence  of  thv 
grace  into  their  hearts,  and  engaging  them  to  do 
thy  pleafure.  Amen „ Amtn. 

JOS.  ALLEINE„ 


M 6 


A WOEB 


[ 276  J 


AWORDtoa 

✓* 

SABBATH-BREAKER. 


Remember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy. 

HAVE  you  forgotten  who  fpoke  thefe  words  ? 

Or  do  you  fet  him  at  defiance  ? Do  you 
bid  him  do  his  won't  ? Have  a care.  You  are 
not  ftronger  than  he.  Let  the  potjherd Jlnve  with 
the  potjherds  of  the  earth : but  woe  unto  the  man 
that  contendcth  with  his  Maker  ; he fitteth  on  the 
circle  of  the  heavens : and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  are  as graf  hoppers  before  him  ! 

Six  days Jhalt  thou  do  all  manner  of  work.  But 
the feventh  day  is  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God. 
Jt  is  not  thine,  but  God’s  day.  He  claims  it  for 
his  own.  He  always  did  claim  it  for  his  own, 
even  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  hi  fix 
days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  rejled 
the  feventh  day.  Therefore  the  Lord  bleffed  the  fab- 
lath-day  and  hallowed  it.  He  hallowed  it ; that  is, 
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he  made  it  holy  v he  referved  it  for  his  own  fer- 
vice.  He  appointed,  that  as  long  as  the  fun  or 
the  moon,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fhould  en- 
dure, the  children  of  men  fhould  fpend  this  day 
in  the  worfbip  of  him,  who-  gave  them  life  and 
breath  and  all  things. 

Shall  a man  then  rob  God  ? And  art  thou  the 
man?  Confider,  think  what  thou  art  , doing.  Is 
it  not  God  who  giveth  thee  all  thou  haft  ? Every 
day  thou  liveft,  is  it  not  his  gift  ? And  wilt  thou 
give  him  none  ? Nay,  wilt  thou  deny  him  what  is 
his  own  already  ? He  will  not,  he  cannot  quit 
his  claim.  This  day  is  God’s.  It  was  fo  from 
the  beginning.  It  will  be  fo  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  This  he  cannot  give  to  'another.  0 ren- 
der unto  God  the  things  that  are  God’s : Now  ! To- 
day, while  it  is  called  to-day  ! 

For  whofe  fake  does  God  lay  claim  to  this  day  ? 
For  his  fake,  or  for  thine?  Doubtlefs,  not  for  his 
own.  He  needeth  not  thee,  nor  any  child  of 
man.  Look  unto  the  heavens  and fee,  and  behold- 
the  clouds  which  are  higher  than  thou.  If  thou fin - 
nejl,  what  doji  thou  againf  him  ? If  thy  tranfgref 
fions  be  multiplied,  what  dof  thou  unto  him  ? If 
thou  art  righteous,  what  givef  thou  him  ? Or  what 
receiveth  he  of  thine  hand ? For  thy  own  fake 
therefore,  God  thy  Maker  doth  this.  For  thy 
own  fake  he  calleth  thee  to  ferve  him.  For  thy 
own  fake,  he  demands  a part  of  thy  time  to  be  re- 
ftcred  to  him  that  gave  thee  all.  Acknowledge 
his  love.  Learn,  tvhile  thou  art  on  earth  to 
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praife  the  king  of  heaven.  Spend  this  day,  as 
thou  hopeft  to  fpend  that  day  which  never  fhall 
have  an  end. 

The  Lord  not  only  hallowed  the  fabbath-day, 
but  he  hath  alfo  bleffed  it.  So  that  you  are  an  ene- 
my to  yourfelf.  You  throw  away  your  own  blef- 
fing,  if  you  negletl  to  keep  this  day  holy.  It  is  a 
day  of  fpecial grace.  The  king  of  heaven  now  fits 
upon  his  mercy-feat,  in  a more  gracious  manner 
than  on  other  days,  to  beflow  bleffings  on  thofe 
who  obferve  it.  If you  love  your  own  foul,  can 
you  then  forbear  laying  hold  on  fo  happy  an  op- 
portunity ? Awake,  arife,  Let  God  give  thee  his 
blefting ! Receive  a token  of  his  love  ! Cry  to 
him  that  thou  may’ft  find  the  riches  of  his  grace 
and  mercy  in  Clirijl  Jefus  ! You  do  not  know, 
how  few  more  of  thefe  days  of falvation  you  may 
have.  And  how  dreadful  would  it  be,  to  be  cal- 
led hence  in  the  abufe  of  his  proffered  mercy. 

O what  mercy  hath  God  prepared  for  you,  if 
you  do  not  trample  it  under  foot?  What  mercy 
hath  lie, prepared for  them  that  fear  him,  even  be- 
fore the  fans  of  men  ! A peace  which  the  world 
cannot  give  : joy,  that  no  man  taketh  from  you: 
reft  from  doubt  and  fear  and  forrow  of  heart ; and 
love,  the  beginning  of  heaven.  And  are  not 
thefe  for  you  ? i\re  they  not  all  purchafed  for 
you,  by  him  who  loved  you,  and  himfelf  for 
you  ? For  you,  a firmer  ! You,  a rebel  againft 
God  ! You,  who  have  fo  long  crucified  him 
afrelh ! Now,  look  unto  him  idiom  you  have 
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pierced ! Now  fay,  Lord,  it  is  enough.  I have 
fought  againft  thee  long  enough.  I yield,  Jefus. , 
Majler , have  mercy  upon  me  ! 

On  this  day,  above  all,  cry  aloud,  and  fpare 
not,  to  the  God  who  heareth prayer.  This  is  the 
day  he  hath  fet  apart  for  the  good  of  your  foul, 
both  in  this  world  and  that  which  is  to  come.  Ne- 
ver more  difappoint  the  defign  of  his  love,  either 
by  worldly  biifirtefs  or  idle  diverfions.  Let  not  a 
little  thing  keep  you  from  the  houfe  of  God,  ei- 
ther in  the  forenoon  or  afternoon.  And  fpend 
as  much  as  you  can  of  the  reft  of  the  day,  either 
in  repeating  what  you  have  heard,  or  in  reading 
the  fcripture,  or  in  private  prayer,  or  talking  of 
the  things  of  God.  Let  his  love  be  ever  before 
your  eyes.  Let  his  praife  be  ever  in  your  mouth. 
You  have  lived  many  years  in  folly  and  fin. 
Now,  live  one  day  unto  the  Lord. 

Do  not  afk  any  more,  “ Where  is  the  harm, 
if  after  church,  I fpend  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  the  fields,  or  in  a public-houfe,  or  in  taking 
a little  diverfion  ?”  You  know  where  is  the 
harm.  Your  own  heart  tells  you  fo  plain,  that 
you  can't  but  hear.  It  is  a bafe  mifpending  your 
talent,  and  a bare-faced  contempt  of  God  and  his 
authority.  You  have  heard  of  God's  judgments 
even  upon  earth,  againft  the  prophaners  of  this 
day.  And  yet  thefe  are  but  as  drops  of  that 
ftorm  of  fiery  indignatior,  which  zvill  at  laft  con- 
fine his  adverfiaries.. 
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Glory  be  to  God  who  hath  now  given  you  a 
fenfe  of  this.  You  now  know,  this  was  always 
defigned  for  a day  of  blefling.  May  you  never 
again  by  your  idlenefs  or  prophanenefs,  turn  that 
blefling  into  a curfe  ! What  folly,  what  madnefs 
would  that  be  P And  in  what  forrow  and  anguifh 
would  it  end  ? For  yet  a little  while,  and  death 
will  clofe  up  the  day  of  grace  and  mercy.  And 
thofe  who  defpife  them  now,  will  have  no  more 
J'abbatks,  or facr aments  or  prayers  for  ever.  Then 
how  will  they  wifh  to  recover  that,  which  they 
now  fo  idly  caff  away  ? But  all  in  vain.  For 
they  will  then  find  no  place  for  repentance,  tho’ 
they  fhould  feek  it  carefully  with  tears. 

O my  friend,  know  the  privilege  you  enjoy. 
Now  remember  the  fabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy.  Your 
day  of  life  and  of  grace  is  far  fpent.  The  night 
of  death  is  at  hand.  Make  hafle  to  ufe  the  time 
you  have : improve  the  laft  hours  of  your  day. 
Now  provide  the  things  which  make  for  your  peace, 
ihdX  you  may  Hand  before  the  face  of  God  for. 
for  ever. 
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A WORD  to  a 

SWEARER. 


Swear  not  at  alii 

SAITH  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth. 

Art  thou  without  God  in  the  world  ? Haft 
thou  no  knowledge  of  God  ? No  concern  about 
him  ? Is  not  God  in  all  thy  thoughts  ? 

Doft  thou  believe  there  is  a God  ? Where  ? 
in  heaven  only  ? Nay,  he  filleth  all  in  all  ? Am 
I a God  at  hand,  faith  the  Lord,  and  not  a God 
afar  off?  Can  any  hide  himfelf  in  fecret  places 
that  I fhall  not  fee  him  ? Do  I not  fill  heaven 
and  earth  ? 

Whither  wilt  thou  go  then  from  his  fpirit  ? 
Or  whither  wilt  thou  flee  from  his  prefence  ? 
If  thou  go  up  into  heaven,  God  is  there.  If 
thou  go  down  into  hell,  he  is  there  alfo.  If 
thou  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  remain 
in  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  fea ; even  there  his 
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band  fhall  touch  thee,  and  his  right-hand  {half 
hold  thee. 

God  feeth  thee  now  : his  eyes  are  upon  thee: 
he  obferves  all  thy  thoughts  : he  compaflcth  thy 
path  : he  counteth  all  thy  heps:  he  is  acquaint- 
ed with  all  thy  ways  : by  him  thy  aftions  are 
weighed  ; nor  is  there  a word  in  thy  tongue  but 
he  knoweth  it  altogether. 

And  does  not  power  belong  unto  God  r vea, 
ell  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ? Is  he  not  able, 
even  while  thou  readeft  or  heareft  thefe  words, 
to  crufh  thee  into  nothing?  Can  he  not  juft  now 
crumble  thee  into  duft  ? Or  bid  the  earth  open 
and  fwallow  thee  up?  O do  not  fet  him  at  nought! 
Do  not  provoke  him  thus.  Do  not  fly  in  his 
face  ! Can  he  not,  in  a moment,  caft  forth  his 
lightnings  and  tear  thee  ? Shoot  out  his  arrows  and 
confume  thee  ? What  hinders  him  from  cutting 
thee  off  this  inftant  ? Sending  thee  now,  now, 
quick  into  hell  ? 

Would  God  do  thee  any  wrong  therein  ? 
What ! In  giving  thee  the  requeft  of  thy  own 
lips  ? What  words  were  thofe  thou  fpakeft  but 
now  ? Did  not  God  hear  ? Why,  thou  didft 
pray  to  God  to  fend  thee  to  hell.  Thou  didft 
afk  him  to  damn  thy  foul.  How,  art  thou  in 
love  with  damnation  ? Art  thou  in  hafte  to  dwell 
with  everlafting  burnings?  To  be  day  and  night 
tormented  in  that  flame,  without  a drop  of  water 
to  cool  thy  tongue  ? 
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Dofl  thou  pray  for  this  ? I pray  God,  it  may 
never  be  either  my  lot  or  thine  ! Alas,  my  bro- 
ther! What  if  God  take  thee  at  thy  word?  What 
if  he  fay,  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt? 
What  if  he  give  thee  thy  wifh,  and  let  thee  drop 
into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and 
his  angels  ? 

I had  rather  thou  fhouldft  go  to  the  paradife 
of  God.  Hadft  not  thou  ? Is  not  heaven  better 
than  hell  ? Art  thou  not  convinced  of  this  in 
thy  own  confcience  ? Why,  then,  amend  thy 
prayer,  cry  to  God,  “ Save  my  foul,  for  I have 
“ finned  againft  thee  : fave  me  from  all  my  fins. 
“ Save  me  from  all  my  evil  words,  and  evil 
“ works,  from  my  evil  tempers,  and  evil  defires! 
“ Make  me  holy  as  thou  art  holy  ! Let  me  know 
““  thee,  and  love  thee,  and  ferve  thee,  now  and 
“ for  ever.” 

And  is  not  God  willing  to  do  this  ? Surely  he 
is.  For  God  loveth  thee.  He  gave  his  only 
Son,  that  thou  mighteft  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 
lafting life.  Chrift  died  for  thee.  And  he  that 
believeth  on  him  bath  everlafting  life.  Mark 
that  word  : he  hath  it.  He  hath  it  now.  He 
hath  the  beginning  of  heaven  even  upon  earth : 
for  his  foul  is  filled  with  the  love  of  God  : and 
the  love  of  God  is  heaven.  He  that  truly  be- 
lieves on  Jefus  Chrift,  hath  a peace  which  earth 
cannot  give  : his  mind  is  always  calm;  he  hath 
learned  in  every  ftate  therewith  to  be  content : 
he  is  always  eafy,  quiet,  well  pleafed ; always 
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happy,  in  life  and  in  death.  For  a Believer  is 
not  afraid  to  die  ; he  defires  to  be  diffolved  and 
to  be  with  Chrifl;  : he  defires  to  quit  this  houfe 
of  clay,  and  to  be  carried  by  angels  into  Abra- 
ham’s bofom  : to  hear  the  voice  of  the  archan- 
gel, and  the  trump  of  God,  and  to  fee  the  Son 
of  Man  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  : to 
Hand  at  his  right-hand,  and  hear  that  word  (which 
I earneftly  beg  of  God  you  and  I may  hear  :) 
“ Come  ye  bleffed,  receive  the  kingdom  pre- 
“ pared  for  you  from  the  beginning  of  the 
“ world  1” 
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A WORD  to  a 

DRUNKARD. 


l.  ARE  you  a man  ? God  made  you  a tnan. 

•£d\-  But  you  make  yourfelf  a beafl.  Wherein 
does  a man  differ  from  a beajl  ? Is  it  not  chiefly 
in  reafon  and  underjlanding?  But  you  throw  away 
what  reafon  you  have.  You  ftrip  yourfelf  of 
your  underfanding.  You  do  all  you  can  to  make 
yourfelf  a mere  btaf  : not  a fool,  not  a madman 
only  ; but  a [wine,  a poor  filthy  fwine.  Go  and 
wallow  with  them  in  the  mire  ! Go,  drink  on, 
till  thy  nakednefs  be  uncovered,  and  fhameful 
fpewing  be  on  thy  glory  J 

2.  O how  honourable  is  a beafl  of  God’s  mak- 
ing, compared  to  one  who  makes  himfelf  a 
beafl1 2.  But  that  is  not  all.  You  make  yourfelf  a 
devil.  You  flir  up  all  the  devilifh  tempers  that 
are  in  you,  and  gain  others,  which  perhaps  were 
not  in  you  : at  leaft  you  heighten  and  increafe 
them.  You  caufe  the  fire  of  anger,  or  malice, 

or 
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or  luft,  to  burn  feven  times  hotter  than  before. 
At  the  fame  time  you  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God, 
till  you  drive  him  quite  away  from  you.  And, 
whatever  fpark  of  good  remained  in  your  foul, 
you  drown  and  quench  at  once. 

3.  So  you  are  now  juft  jit  for  every  work  of 
the  devil , having  caft  off  all  that  is  good  or  vir- 
tuous, and  filled  your  heart  with  every  thing 
that  is  bad,  that  is  earthly,  fenfual,  devililh. 
You  have  forced  the  Spirit  of  God  to  depart  from 
you  ; for  you  would  take  none  of  his  reproof : 
and  you  have  given  yourfelf  up  into  the  hands 
of  the  devil,  to  be  led  blindfold  by  him  at  his 
will. 

4.  Now  what  flioulu  hinder  the  fame  thing 
from  befalling  you,  which  befel  him,  who  was 
alked,  which  was  the  greateft  fin,  adultery,  drun- 
kennefs,  or  murder?  And  which  of  the  three  he 
had  rather  commit?  He  faid  d-runkennefs  was 
the  leaft.  Soon  after,  he  got  drunk.  He  then 
met  with  another  man’s  wife,  and  ravifhed  her. 
The  hufband  coming  to  help  her,  he  murdered 
him.  So  drunkennefs,  adultery  and  murder  went 
together. 

5.  X have  heard  a ftory  of  a poor,  wild  In- 
dian, far  wifer  than  either  him  or  you.  The 
Englijh  gave  him  a calk  of  ftrong  liquor.  The 
next  morning  he  called  his  friends  together,  and 
fetting  it  in  the  midft  of  them,  faid,  Thefe  white 
men  have  given  us  poijon.  This  man  (calling 
him  by  his  name)  was  a wife  man,  and  would 
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hurt  none  but  his  enemies.  But  as  foon  as  he 
had  drunk  of  this,  he  was  mad,  and  would  have 
killed  his  own  brother.  We  will  not  be  poi- 
- Joned .”  He  then  broke  the  calk,  and  poured 
the  liquor  upon  the  fand. 

6.  On  what  motive  do  you  thus  poifon yourfelf  ? 
Only  for  the  pleafure  of  doing  it  ? What ! will 
you  make  yourfelf  a bead,  or  rather  a devil  P 
Will  vou  run  the  hazard  of  commiting  all  manner 
ol  villainies;  and  this  only  for  the  poor pleajure 
of  a few  moments,  while  the  poifon  is  running 
down  your  throat  ? O never  call  yourfelf  a Chrif- 
tian  ! Never  call  yourfelf  a man  ! You  are  funk 
beneath  the  greater  part  of  the  beads  that 
perifk, 

7.  Do  you  not  rather  drink,  for  the  fake  of 
company  ? Do  you  not  do  it,  to  oblige  your 
friends  ? For  company , do  you  fay  P How  is  this? 
Will  you  take  a dofe  of  mtjbane  for  company  9 
If  twenty  men  were  to  do  fo  before  vou,  would 
not  you  defire  to  be  exculed  ? How  much  more 
may  you  defire  to  be  excufea,  from  going  to  hell 
for  company  ? But,  “ to  oblige  your  friends''' — - 
What  manner  of  friends  are  they,  who  would  be 
obliged  bv  your  defi roving  yourfelf  ? Who  would 
differ,  nay  entice  you  fo  to  do  ? They  are  vil- 
lains. They  are  t our  word  enemies.  They 
are  juft  fuch  friends,  as  a man  that  would  fmfle 
in  your  lace,  and  dab  you  to  the  heart. 

8.  O do  not  aim  at  any  excufe.  Say  not,  as 
many  do,  “ I am  no  one’s  enemy  but  my  own." 

If 
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If  it  were  fo,  what  a poor  faying  is  this,  “ I give 
none  but  my  own  foul  to  the  devil.”  Alas ! is  not 
that  too  much  ? Why  fhouldft  thou-  give  him 
thy  own  foul  ? Do  it  not.  Rather  give  it  to 
God. 

But  it  is  not  fo.  You  are  an  enemy  to  your 
king,  whom  you  rob  hereby  of  an  ufeful  fubjecl. 
You  are  an  enemy  to  your  country,  which  you 
defraud  of  the  fervice  you  might  do,  either  as  a 
man  or  as  a Chriftian.  You  are  an  enemy  to 
every  man  that  fees  you  in  your  fin  ; for  your 
example  may  move  him  to  do  the  fame.  A 
drunkard  is  a public  enemy.  I fhould  not 
wonder  at  all,  if  you  was  (like  Cain  of  old) 
afraid  that  every  man  who  ?neeteth you  JhoulJ Jlay 
you. 

9.  Above  all,  you  are  an  enemy  to  God,  the 
great  God  of  heaven  and  earth  : to  him  who  fur- 
rounds  you  on  every  fide,  and  can  jufl  now  fend 
you  quick  into  hell.  Him  you  are  continually 
affronting  to  his  face.  You  are  fecting  him  at 
open  defiance.  O do  not  provoke  him  thus  any 
more.  Fear  the  great  God. 

10.  You  are  an  enemy  to  Chrijl,  to  the  Lord 
that  bought  you.  You  fly  in  the  face  of  his  au- 
thority. You  fet  at  nought  both  his  fovereign 
power  and  tender  love.  You  crucify  him  afrefh, 
and  when  you  call  him,  your  Saviour,  what  is  it 
lefs  than  to  betray  him  with  a kifs  ? 

11.O  repent ! See  and  feel  what  a wretch  you 
are.  Pray  to  God,  to  convince  you  in  your  in- 
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moft  foul.  How  often  have  you  crucified  the 
Son  of  God  afrefh,  and  put  him  to  an  open 
fhame!  Pray  that  you  may  know  yourfelf,  in- 
wardly and  outwardly,  all  fin,  all  guilt,  all  help- 
lefinefs.  Then  cry  out.  Thou  Son  of  David, 
have  mercy  upon  me  ! Thou  Lamb  of  God,  take 
away  my  fins.  Grant  me  thy  peace.  J'ufiify  the 
ungodly.  O bring  me  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling 
that  I may  go  and  fin  no  more,  that  I mat"  love 
much,  having  had  fo  much  forgiven ! 
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A W ORQ  to  an 

UN  H AP  PY  WO  M AN. 


l.TI  THITHER  are  .you  going  ? To  heaven 
* ^ or  hell  ? Do  you  not  know  ? Do  you 
never  think  about  it  ? Why  cio  you  not  ? Are 
you  never  to  die  ? Nay,  it  is  appointed  for  all 
men  to  die.  And  what  comes  after  ? Only 

heaven  or  hell. Will  the  not  thinking  of 

death,  put  it  farther  off?  No;  not  a day  : not 
one  hour.  Or  will  your  not  thinking  of  hell, 
fave  you  from  it  ? O no  : you  know  better. 
And  you  know  that  every  moment  you  are  nearer 
hell,  .whether  you  are  thinking  of  it  or  no  : that 
is,  if -you  are  not  nearer  heaven.  You  muff  be 
nearer  one  or  the  other. 

2.  I intreat  you,  think  a little  on  that  plain 
queflion,  Are  you  going  toward  heaven  or  hell  ? 

To  which  of  the  two  does  this  wav  lead  ? Is  it  • 
pofiible  you  fliould  be  ignorant  ? Did  veu  never 
hear,  that  neither  adulterers  nor-fornicators,  fhaU 
inherit  the  kingdom  ? d hat  fornicators  and 

adulterers 
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adulterers  God  will  judge  ? And  how  dreadful 
will  be  their  fentence,  “ Depart  ye  curbed  into 
everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels !” 

3.  Surely  you  do  not  mock  at  the  word  of 
God ! You  are  not  yet  funk  fo  low  as  this. 
Confider  then  that  awful  word,  know  ye  not, 
that  ye  are  the  temples  of  God  ? Was  not  you 
defigned  for  the  Spir  it  of  God  to  dwell  in  ? Was 
not  you  devoted  to  God  in  baptifm  ? But  if 
any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  fhall 
God  dellroy.  O do  not  provoke  him  to  it  any 
longer.  Tremble  before  the  great,  the  holy 
God  ! 

4.  Know  you  not,  that  your  body  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  tire  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  which  is  in 
you  ? Know  you  not,  that  you  are  not  your  own? 
For  you  are  bought  with  a price.  And,  O how 
great  a price  ! You  are  not  redeemed  with  cor- 
ruptible things,  as  filver  and  gold : but  with  the 
precious  blood  of  Chrifl,  as  ol  a lamb  without 
blemifh  and  without  fpot.  O when  will  you 
glorify  God,  with  your  body7  and  your  fpirit, 
which  are  God's ! 

5.  Ah  poor  wretch ! How  far  are  you  from 

this?  How  low  are  you  fallen?  Yon  yourfelf 
are  afbamed  of  what  you  do.  Are  you  not  ? 
Confcience,  fpeak  in  the  fight  of  God  ? Does 
not  your  own  heart  condemn  you  at  this  very 
hour?  Do  not  you  fhudder  at  the  condition  you 
are  in  ? Dare,  for  once,  to  lay  your  hand 
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upon  your  bread,  and  alk,  “ What  am  I doing  ? 
And  what  mud  the  end  of  thefe  things  be  ?" 
Dedru&ionboth  of  body  and  foul. 

6.  Deftruclion  of  body  .as  well  a3  of  foul! 
Can  it  be  otherwife?  Are  you  not  plunging 
into  mifery  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the 
world  to  come  ? What  have  you  brought 
upon  yourfeif  already  ! What  infamy  ? What 
contempt  ? How  could  you  now  appear,  among 
thofe  relations  or  friends,  that  were  once  fo 
loved,  and  fo  loving  to  you  ? What  pangs 
have  you  given  them  P How  do  fome  of  them 
dill  weep  for  you  in  fecret  places  ? And  will 
you  not  weep  for  yourfeif?  When  you  fee 
nothing  before  you,  but  want,  pain,  difeafes, 
death?  O fpare  yourfeif!  Have  pit}7  upon  your 
body,  if  not  your  foul.  Stop  ! Before  you  rot 
above  ground  and  perifh  ! 

7.  Do  you  afk,  what  (hall  I do?  Fird,  Sin 
no  more.  Fird  of  ail,  fecure  this  point.  Now, 
this  indant  now,  efcape  for  your  life.  Stay 
not.  Look  not  behind  you.  Whatever  you 
do,  fin  no  more:  darve,  die,  rather  than 
fin.  Be  more  careful  for  vour  foul  than  your 
body.  Take  care  of  that  too:  but  of  your  poor 
foul  di  d. 

8,  “ But  you  have  no  friend  : none,  at 
lead,  that  is  able  to  help  you.”  Indeed  you 
have : one  that  is  a prefent  help  in  time  of 
trouble.  You  have  a friend  that  has  all  power 
mi  heaven  and  earth,  even  Jefus  Chrid  the 

righteous. 

O 
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righteous.  He  loved  finners  of  old  : and  he 
does  fo  flil).  He  then  fuffered  the  publicans 
and  harlots  to  come  unto  him.  And  one  of 
them  wafhed  his  feet  with  her  tears,  and  wiped 
them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head.  I would  to 
Godywrwerein  her  place!  Say,  Amen!  Lift 
up  your  heart,  and  it  fhall  be  done.  How  foon 
will  he  fay,  “ Woman  be  of  good  chear  ! Thy 
fins  which  are  many,  are  forgiven  thee. — Go  in 
peace.  Sin  no  more.  Love  much ; for  thou 
halt  much  forgiven.” 

g.  Do  you  hill  afk,  but  what  fhall  I do  for 
read  ? For  food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on  ? 

I anfwer,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God,  (and 
mark  well ! His  promife  (hall  not  fail)  leek  thou 
firft  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs, 
and  all  thefe  things  fhall  be  added  unto  thee. 

Settle  it  firft  in  your  heart,  whatever  I have 
or  have  not,  I will  not  have  everlafting  burnings. 
I will  not  fell  my  foul  and  body  for  bread  : better 
even  ftavve  on  earth  than  burn  in  hell.  Then 
alkhelp  of  God.  He  is  not  flow  to  hear.  He 
hath  never  failed  them  that  feek  him.  He  who 
feeds  the  young  ravens  that  call  upon  him,  will 
not  let  you  perilh  for  lack  of  fuftenance.  He 
will  provide,  in  a way  you  thought  not  of,  if  you 
feek  him  with  your  whole  heart.  O let  your  heart 
be  toward  him  : feek  him  from  the  heart.  Fear 
fin,  more  than  want,  more  than  death.  And  cry 
mightily  to  him  who  bore  your  fins,  till  you 
have  bread  to  eat,  that  the  world  knovveth 
N 3 not 
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not  of;  tit]  you  have  . ig  food,  even  the 
love  of  God,  fhed  abroad  in  your  heart : 
til!  you  can  fay,  now  I know  that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth,  that  he  hath  ’oved  me  and  given 
himfelf  for  me : and  though  after  my  fkin 
worms  deftrov  this  body,  yet  in  my  flefh  fhall  I 
fee  God  : 


A WORD 
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A W OKD  to  a 

SMUGGLE  R. 


L “ W HAT  is  fmuggiingT'  It  is  the 
* » importing , jelling,  or  buying  of  run 

goods  : that  is.  thofe  which  have  not  paid  the 
•duty  appointed  by  law  to  be  paid  to  the  king. 

Importing  run  goods.  All  fnmggling  v fjels 
do  this  with  an  high  hand.  It  is  the  chief,  il  not 
the  whole  bufinefs  of  thefe,  to  bring?  troods  which 

1 O O 

have  not  paid  duty. 

2.  Next  to  thefe  are  ail  ja  captains,  ojjcms. 
Jailors , or  pajfengers,  who  import  any  thing 
without  paying  the  duty  which  the  law  re- 
quires. 

g.  A third  fort  of  finugglers  are  all  thofe,  who 
Jell  any  thing  which  has  not  paid  the  duty. 

4.  A fourth  fort,  thofe  who  buy  tea,  liquors, 
linen,  handkerchiefs,  or  any  thing  elfe  which 
has  not  paid  duty. 

II.  “B  ut  why  fhoiild  they  not  ? What  harm  is 
there  in  it  ?” 

N 4 1. 1 
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1. 1 an  Twer,  opln  fnuggling  (fuch  as  was  com- 
mon a few  years  ago,  on  the  foutheru  coafts  ef- 
pecially)  is  robbing  on  the  highway : and  as 
much  harm  as  there  is  in  this,  juft  fo  much  there 
is  in  fmuggling.  A fmuggler  of  this  kind  is  no 
honefter  than  an  highwayman.  They  may  {hake 
hands  together. 

2.  Private  fmuggling  is  juft  the  fame  with 
picking  of  pockets.  There  is  full  as  much  harm 
in  this  as  in  that.  A fmuggler  of  this  kind  is  no 
honefter  than  a pickpocket.  Thefe  may  fhake 
hands  together. 

3.  But  open  fmugglersare  worfe  than  common 
highwaymen,  and  private  fmugglers  are  zvorft 
than  common  pickpockets.  For  it  is  undoubt- 
edly worfe  to  rob  our  father,  than  one  we  have 
no  obligation  to.  And  it  is  worfe  ftill,  far  worfe, 
to  rob  a good  father,  one  who  fmcerely  loves  us, 
and  is  at  that  very  time  doing  all  he  can,  to  pro- 
vide for  us,  and  to  make  us  happy.  Now  this  is 
exactly  the  prefent  cafe.  King  George  is  the 
father  of  all  his  fubjeFts : and  not  only  fo,  but 
he  is  a good  father.  He  fhews  his  love  to  them 

O 

on  ail  occafions:  and  is  continually  doing  all 
that  is  in  his  power,  to  make  his  fubjeHs 
happy. 

4.  An  honeft  man  therefore  would  be  afhamed 
to  afk,  where  is  the  harm  in  robbing  fuch  a fa- 
ther? His  own  reafon,  if  he  had  any  at  all, 
would  give  him  a fpeedy  anfwcr.  Butina  area 
Chriflian : are  you  not?  hou  fayr,  you  believe 

the 
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the  bible.  Then  I fay  to  you,  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  in  the  name  of  ChrilT,  Thoujlxalt  not 
fteal.  Thou  fhalt  not  take  what  is  not  thine 
own,  what  is  the  right  of  another  man.  But  the 
duties  appointed  by  law  are  the  King's  right,  as 
much  as  your  coat  is  your  right.  He  has  as  good 
a ricrht  to  them,  as  -\ou  have  to  this  : thefe  are 
his  property,  as  much  as  this  is  yours.  There- 
fore you  are  as  much  a thief  if  vcu  take  his  du- 
ties, as  a man  is  that  takes  your  coat. 

5.  If  you  believe  the  bible,  I fay  to  you , as 
our  Saviour  faid  to  them  of  old  time,  Render 
unto  Cafo.r  the  things  that  are  C/zJar's,  and  unto 
God  the  things  that  are  GodV.  If  then  you  mind 
our  Saviour's  words,  be  as  careful  to  honour  the. 
King,  as  to  fear  God.  Be  as  exa6l  in  giving  the 
king,  what  is  due  to  the  king,  as  in  giving  God 
what  is  due  to  God.  Upon  no  account  what- 
ever rob  or  defraud  him  of  the  lead  thing  which 
is  his  lawful  property. 

6.  If  you  believe  the  bible,  I fay  to  you,  as  St, 
Paul  faid  to  the  ancient  Chriftians,  Render  unto 
cl!  their  dues:  in  particular,  Cnjlom  to  whom 
cvjlom  is  due,  tribute  to  whom  tribute.  Now 
cuftom  is  by  the  laws  of  England  due  to  the 
king.  Therefore  every  one  in  England  is  bound 
to  pay  it  him.  So  that  robbing  the  king  herein, 
is  abundantly  worfe  than  common  healing',  or 
common  robbing  on  the  highway. 

7.  And  fo  it  is,  on  another  account  alfo  r for- 
itus  a general  robbery : it  is,  in  effeft,  not  only 
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robbing  the  king,  but  robbing  every  honed  man 
in  the  nation.  For  the  more  the  king’s  duties 
are  diminifhed,  the  more  the  taxes  mud  be  in- 
creafed.  And  thefe  lie  upon  us  all : they  are 
the  burden  not  of  fome,  but  of  all  the  people  of 
England.  Therefore  every  fmuggler  is  a thief- 
general,  who  picks  the  pockets  both  of  the  king, 
and  all  his  fellow-fubjecls.  He  wrongs  them  all; 
and  above  all,  the  honed  traders  : many  of  whom 
he  deprives  of  their  maintenance : conflraining 
them  either  not  to  fell  their  goods  at  all,  or  to  fell 
them  to  no  profit.  Some  of  them  are  tempted 
hereby,  finding  they  cannot  get  bread  for  their 
families,  to  turn  thieves  too.  And  then  you  are 
accountable  for  their  fin  as  well  as  your  own  : you 
bring  their  blood  upon  your  own  head.  Calmly 
confider  this,  and  you  will  never  more  aik, 
“ What  harm  there  is  in  fmuggling'” 

III.  1.  But  for  all  this,  cannot  men  find  excvfts- 
for  it  ? Yes,  abundance ; fuch  as  they  are. 
“ I would  not  do  this,,  fays  one  ; I would  not 
fell  uncudomed  goods : but  I am  under  a necef- 
fity  : I can't  live  without  it.”  I anfwer,  may 
not  the  man  who  Hops  you  on  the  highway,  fay 
the  very  fame  ? “ I would  not  take  vourpurfe; 
but  I am  under  a neceffity:  I cannot  live  with- 
out it.”  Suppose  the  cafe  to  be  your  own  ; and 
will  vou  accept  of  this  excufe  ? Would  not  vou. 
tell  him,  “ Let  the  word  come  to  the  we  d,  you 
had  better  be  honed,  though  you  fhould  darve.” 

But 
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But  that  need  not  be  neither.  O'iiers  who  had 

no  more  than  you  to  begin  with,  yet  find  a way 

to  live  honeftly.  And  certainly  To  may  you  : 

however,  fettle  it  in  your  heart,  “ Live  or  die,  I 

will  be  an  honeft  man.” 

2.  “ Nav,  fays  another,  we  do  not  wrong  the 

king : for  he  lofes  nothing  by  us.  Yea,  on  the 

contrary,  the  king  is  rather  a gainer,  namely  by 

the  feizures  that  are  made.” 

So  you  plunder  the  king,  out  of  fiark  love  and 

kindnefs  ! You  rob  him,  to  make  him  rich!  It 

is  true,  you  take  away  bis  purfe : but  you  put  an 

heavier  in  its  place  ! Are  you  ferious  ? Do 

you  mean  what  you  fay  ? Look  me  in  the  fac£ 

and  tell  me  fo.  You  cannot.  You  know  in. 

your  own  confidence,  that  what  comes  to  the 
' _ \ 
king,  out  of  all  feizures  made  the  year  round, 

does  not  amount  to  the  tenth,  no  not  to  the  hun* 
dredth  part  of  what  he  is  defrauded  of. 

But  if  he  really  gained  more  than  he  loft, 
that  would  not  excufe  you.  You  are  not  to 
commit  robbery,  though  the  perfon  robbed  were 
afterwards  to  gain  by  it.  You  are  not  to  do  evil, 
that  good  may  come.  If  you  do,  your  damnation 
isjujt. 

“ But  certainly,  fay  forrre,  the  king  is  a 
gainer  bv  it,  or  he  might  eafily  fupprefs  it.”  Wilt' 
you  tell  him,  which  way  ? By  Cufiom-houfe  of- 
ficers P But  many  of  them  have  no  defire  to  fup- 
prefs it.  They  find  their  account  in  its  conti- 
nuance: they  come  in  for  a {hare  of  the  plun- 
N 6 dec,. 
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aer.  But  what  if  they  had  a defire  to  fupprefs 
it  ? They  have  not  the  power.  Some  of  them 
have  lately  made  the  experiment:  and  what  was 
the  confequence  ? Why  they  loft  a great  part 
of  their  bread,  and  were  in  danger  of  lofing 
iheir  lives. 

8.  Can  the  king  fupprefs  fmuggling,  by  parties 
of  foldiers  ? That  he  cannot  do.  Fcr  all  the  fol- 
diers  he  has  are  not  enough,  to  watch  every  port 
and  every  creek  in  Great- Britain.  Eefides,  the 
foldiers  that  are  employed,  will  do  little  more 
than  the  Cuftom-houfe  officers.  For  there  are 
ways  and  means  to  takG  off  their  edge  too,  and 
making  them  as  quiet  as  lambs. 

li  But  many  courtiers  and  great  men,  who- 
know  the  king’s  mind,  not  only  connive  at  fmug- 
gling,  but  pracVife  it.”  And  what  can  we  infer 
from  this  P Only  that  thofe  great  men  are  great 
vrllains.  They  are  great  highwaymen  and  pick- 
pockets : and  their  greatnefs  does  not  excufe,  but 
makes  their  crime  tenfold  more  inexcufabie. 

But  belides.  Suppofe  the  king  were  willing 
to  be  cheated,  how  would  this  excufe  your  cheat- 
ing his  fubjefts  ? All  your  fellow-fubjedts,  every 
honeft  man,  and  in  particular,  every  hor.eft  tra- 
der ? How  would  it  excufe,  your  making  it  im- 
poffible  fcr  him  to  live,  unlefs  he  will  turn  knave 
as  well  as  yourfelf? 

q.  “ Well,  but  I pm  not  convinced  it  is  a fin  : 
My  confcience  does  not  condemn  me  for  it.” 
No ! Are  you  net  convinced,  that  robbery  is  a 

' fin  ? 
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fin?  Then  I am  forry  for  you.  And  does  not 
your  confcience  condemn  you  for  Healing? Then 
your  confcience  is  afieep,  I pray  God  to  fmite 
you  to  the  heart,  and  awaken  it  this  day  ! 

4.  “ Nay,  but  my  foul  is  quite  happy  in  the 
love  of  God : therefore  I cannot  think  it  is- 
wrong.”  I anfwer,  wrong  it  mull  be,  if  the 
bible  is  right.  Therefore  either  that  love  is  a 
mere  dehifion,  a fire  of  your  own  kindling;  or 
God  may  have  hitherto  winked  at  the  times  of 
ignorance.  But  now  you  have  the  means  of 
knowing  better.  Now  light  is  offered  to  you. 
And  if  you  fhut  your  eyes  againlt  the  light,  the 
love  of  God  cannot  polfibly  continue. 

5.  “ But  f only  buy  a little  brandy  or  tea  now 
and  then,  juft  for  my  own  life.”  That  is,  I only 

Jleal  a little.  God  fays,  Heal  not  at  all. 

6.  “ Nay,  I do  not  buy  any  at  all  myfelf : I 
only  fend  my  child  or  fervant  for  it.”  You  re- 
ceive it  of  them:  Do  you  not?  And  the  re- 
ceiver is  as  bad  as  the  thief. 

7.  “ Why  I would  net  meddle  with  it,  but  I 
am  forced,  by  my  parent,  hufband,  or  mailer.” 
if  you  are  forced  by  your  father  or  mother  to 
rob,  you  will  be  hanged  neverthelefs.  This  may 
1-elfen,  but  does  not  take  away  the  fault:  for  you. 
ought  to  fuffer  rather  than  fin. 

S.  “ But  I do  not  know,  that  it  was  run.” 
No  ! Did  not  he  that  fold  it,  tell  you  it  was  ? If 
he  fold  it  under  the  common  price,  he  did.  The 
•naming  the  price,  was  telling  you,  “ This  is  run.” 

9.  “ But 
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g.  “ But  I don’t  know  where  to  get  tea  which 
is  not  run.”  I will  tell  you  where  to  get  it.  You 
may  have  it  from  thofe  whofe  tea  is  duly  entered, 
and  who  make  a confcience  of  it.  But  were  it 
otherwife,  if  I could  get  no  wine,  but  what  I 
knew  to  be  flolen,  I would  drink  water  : vea, 
though  not  only  my  health,  but  my  life  depended 
upon  it:  for  it  is  better  to  die,  than  to  live  by 
thieving. 

10.  “ But  if  I could  get  what  has  paid  duty, 

I am  not  able  to  pay  the  price  of  it.  And  I 
can’t  live  without  it.”  I anfwer,  i-  You  can  live 
without  it,  as  well  as  your  grandmother  did.  But 
2.  If  you  could  not  live  without  it,  you  ought 
to  die,  rather  than  heal.  For  death  is  a lefs  evil 
than  fin. 

11.  “ But  my  hufband  will  buy  it,  whether  I 
do  or  no.  And  I mull  ufe  what  he  provides,  or 
have  none.”  Undoubtedly  to  have  none  is  a 
lefs  evil,  than  to  be  partaker  with  a thief. 

IV.  Upon  the  whole  then,  I exhort  all  of  you 
that  fear  God,  and  defire  to  fave  your  fouls,  with- 
out regarding  what  others  do,  refolve  at  all  ha- 
zards, to  keep  yourfelves  pure.  Let  your  eye 
he  fixed  on  the -word  of  God,  not  the  examples 
of  men.'  Our  Lord  fays  to  even*  one  of  you, 
What  is  that  to  thee?  Follow  thou  me  l Let  no 
convenience,  no  gain,  no  pleafure,  no  friend, 
draw  you  from  following  him.  In  fpite  of  all 
the  perfuafions,  all  the  reafenings  of  men,  keep-  ; 

to.  i t 
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to  the  word  of  God.  If  all  on  the  right-hand 
and  the  left  will  be  knaves,  be  you  an  honed 
man.  Probably  God  will  repay  you  (he  certain- 
ly will,  if  this  be  bed  for  you)  even  with  tem- 
poral bleffings : there  have  not  been  wanting  re- 
markable inftances  of  this.  But  if  not,  he.  will 
repay  you  with  what  is  far  better  : with  the  tef- 
timony  of  a good  confcience  towards  God  ; with 
joy  in  the  Holy  Gliojl ; with  an  'hope  full  of  im- 
mortality ; with  the- love  of  God  f 'ied  abroad  in 
your  hearts.  And  the  peace  of  God,  which  paffeth 
all  under]}  anding,  fhall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds 
in  Chrift  Jefus ! 

London, 
fan.  30,  1767, 
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A WORD  to  a 


Condemn’d  Malefactor. 


WHAT  a condition  are  you  in  ? The  fen- 
tence  is  pad : you  are  condemned  to 
die  : and  this-  fentence  is  to  he  executed  diortly. 
You  have  no  way  to  efcape  ; thefe  fetters,  thefe 
walls,  thefe  gates  and  bars,  thefe  keepers  cut  off 
all  hope.  Therefore  die  you  mud  : but  mud; 
you  die  like  a bead,  without  thinking  what  it  is 
to  die?  You  need  not:  you  will  not:  you  will 
think  a little  firff  : you  will  confider,  what  is 
death  ? It  is  leaving  this  world,  thefe  houfes, 
lands,  and  all  things  under  the  fun ; leaving  all 
thefe  things,  never  to  return  ; your  place  will 
know  you  no  more.  It  is  leaving  thefe  plea- 
fares ; for  there  is  no  eating,  drinking,  gaming, 
no  merriment  in  the  grave.  It  is  leaving  your 
acquaintance,  companions,  friends:  your  father, 
mother,  wife,  children.  h ou  cannot  day  with 
them,  nor  can  they  go  with  you  : you  mud  part; 
perhaps  for  ever.  It  is  leaving  a part  of  yourfelf; 

leaving- 
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leaving  this  body  which  has  accompanied  you  fo 
long.  Your  foul  muf!  now  drop  its  old  compa- 
nion, to  rot  and  moulder  into  dull.  It  mull 
enter  upon  a new,  ftrange,  unbodied  Hate.  It 
mull  Hand  naked  before  God  ! 

2.  But  O ! how  will  you  Hand  before  God  ? 
The  great,  the  holy,  the  juft,  the  terrible  God  ? 
Is  it  not  his  own  word,  Without  holinefs  no  man 
JhaU fee  the  Lord?  No  man  fhall  fee  him  with 
joy : rather  he  will  call  for  the  mountains  to  fall 
upon  him  and  the  rocks  to  cover  him.  And 
what  do  you  think  holinefs  is  ? It  is  purity  both 
of  heart  and  life.  It  is  the  mind  that  was  in 
Chrift,  enabling  us  to  walk  as  he  alfo  walked. 
It  is  the  loving  God  with  all  our  heart,  the  lov- 
ing our  neighbour,  every  man  as  ourfelves, 
and  the  doing  to  all  men,  in  every  point,  as  we 
would  they  fhould  do  unto  us.  The  leaft  pari  of 
holinefs  is,  to  do  good  to  all  men,  and  to  do  no 
evil  either  in  word  or  work.  This  is  only  the 
outfide  of  it.  But  this  is  more  than  you  have. 
You  are  from  it;  far  as  darknefs  from  light. 
You  have  not  the  mind  that  was  in  Chrift  : there 
was  no  pride,  no  malice  in  him  : no  hatred,  no 
revenge,  no  furious  anger,  no  foolifh  or  worldly 
defire.  You  have  not  walked  as  Chrift  walked  : 
no  ; rather  as  the  devil  would  have  walked,  had 
he  been  in  a body ; the  works  of  the  devil  you 
have  done,  not  the  works  of  God.  You  have 
not  loved  God  with  all  your  heart.  You  have 
not  loved  him  at  all.  You  have  not  thought 
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about  him.  hou  hardly  knew  or  cared,  whe- 
ther >ere  was  any  God  in  the  world.  You  have 
net  done  to  others  as  you  would  they  fhould  do 
to  you  ; far,  very  far  from  it.  Have  you  done 
all  the  good  you  could  to  all  men  ? If  fo,  you 
had  never  come  to  this  place.  You  have  done 
evil  exceedingly  : your  fins  again  ft  God  and  man 
are  more  than  the  hairs  of  your  head.  Infomuch 
that  even  the  world  cannot  bear  you  ; the  world- 
itfelf  fpues  you  out.  Even  the  men  that  know' 
not  God  declare,  you  are  not  fit  to  live  upon  the 
earth, 

3.  O repent,  repent ! Know  yourfelf : fee  amT 
feel  what  a (inner  you  are.  Think  of  the  innu- 
merable fins  you  have  committed,  even  from 
your  youth  up.  How  many  uucked  words  have 
you  fpoken  ? How'  many  wicked  aftions  have 
you  done?  Think  of  your  inward  fins!  h our 
pride,  malice,  hatred,  anger,  revenge,  luft.  Think 
of  your  finful  nature,  totally  alienated  from  the 
life  of  God.  How  is  your  whole  foul  prone  to 
evil,  void  of  good,  corrupt,  full  of  all  abomina- 
tions! Feel,  that  your  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
againft  God.  Well  may  the  wrath  of  God  abide 
upon  you.  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity : he  hath  faid,  The  foul  that  finneth,  it 
fall  die.  It  {hall  die  eternally,  {hall  be  pumfed 
with  everlafiing  dejb  uchon,  from  the  prefcncc  oj  the 
Lord  and from  the  glory  of  his  power. 

4.  How  then  can  you  efcape  the  damnation  of 
hell  ? The  lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimftone  3 

Where 
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Where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched  ? You  can  never  redeem  your  own 
foul.  You  cannot  atone  for  the  fins  that  are  paft. 
If  you  could  leave  olf  fin  now,  and  live  unblam- 
able for  the  time  to  come,  that  would  be  no 
atonement  for  what  is  paft.  Nay,  if  you  could 
live  like  an  angel  for  a thoufand  years,  that  would 
not  atone  for  one  fin.  But  neither  can  you  do 
this  : you  cannot  leave  off  fin  : it  has  the  domi- 
nion over  you.  If  all  your  paft  fins  were  now 
to  be  forgiven,  you  would  immediately  fin  again  : 
that  is,  unlefs  your  heart  were  cleanfed  ; unlefs  it 
were  created  anew.  And  who  can  do  this  ? Who 
can  bring  a clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ? 
Surely  none  but  God.  So  you  are  utterly  fin- 
ful,  guilty,  helplefs!  What  can  you  do  to  be 
faved  ? 

5.  One  thing  is  needful  : believe  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  JJialt  be  faved ! Believe  (not 
as  the  devils  only,  but)  with  that  faith  which  is 
the  gift  of  God,  which  is  wrought  in  a poor, 
guilty,  helplefs  finner,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  See  all  thy  fins  on  Jefus  laid.  God  laid 
on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all.  He  fuffered  once 
the  juft  for  the  unjuft.  He  bore  our  fins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  tree.  He  was  wounded  for  thy 
fins;  he  was  bruifed  for  thy  iniquities.  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  taking  away  the  fin  of  the  world  l 
Taking  away  thy  fins,  even  thine,  and  reconcil- 
ing thee  unto  God  the  Father  ! Lock  unto  Kim 
and  be  thou  faved!  If  thou  look  unto  him  by 

faith. 
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faith,  if  thou  cleave  to  him  with  thy  whole  heart, 
if  thou  receive  him  both  to  atone,  to  teach  and  to 
govern  thee  in  all  things,  thou  fhalt  be  favcd, 
thou  art  faved,  both  from  the  guilt,  the  punifh- 
menf,  and  all  the  power  of  fin.  1 hou  fhalt  have 
peace  with  God,  and  a peace  in  thy  own  foul, 
that  pafteth  all  underflanding.  Thy  foul  fhall 
magnify  the  Lord,  and  thy  Spirit  rejoice  in  God 
thy  Saviour.  The  love  cf  God  fha'il  be  filed 
abroad  in  thy  heart,  enabling  thee  to  trample  fin 
under  thy  feet.  And  thou  wilt  then  have  an 
hope  full  of  immortality.  Thou  wilt  no  longer 
be  afraid  to  die,  but  rather  long  for  the  hour  hav- 
ing a defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift. 

6.  This  is  the  faith  thatworketh  by  love,  the 
way  that  leadeth  to  the  kingdom.  Do  you  ear- 
neftly  defire  to  walk  therein  ? Then  put  away  all 
hindrances.  Beware  of  company  : At  the  peril 
of  your  foul,  keep  from  thofe  who  neither  know 
nor  feek  God.  Your  old  acquaintance  are  no 
acquaintance  for  you,  unlefs  they  too  acquaint 
themfelves  with  God.  Let  them  laugh  at  you, 
or  fay,  you  are  running  mad.  It  is  enough,  if 
you  have  praife  of  God.  Beware  of  ftrong  drink. 
Touch  it  not,  left  you  fhould  not  know  when  to 
flop.  You  have  no  need  of  this  to  chear  your 
fpirits  ; but  of  the  peace  and  the  love  of  God  : 
beware  of  men  that  pretend  to  fiiew  you  the  way 
to  heaven,  and  know  it  not  themfelves.  There 
is  no  other  name  whereby  you  can  be  fined, 
but  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  And 
there  is  no  other  way  whereby  you  can  find  the 

virtue 


[ 3 °9  ] 

virtue  of  his  name  but  by  faith.  Beware  of  Sa- 
tan transformed  into  an  angel  of  light,  and  telling 
you,  it  is  prefumption  to  believe  in  Chrift,  as 
your  Lord  and  your  God,  your  wifdom  and 
righteoufnefs,  fanftification  and  redemption. 
Believe  in  him  with  your  whole  heart.  Call: 
your  whole  foul  upon  his  love.  Truft  him  alone: 
love  him  alone  : fear  him  alone  : and  cleave  to 
him  alone  : Till  he  {hall  fay  to  you  (as  to  the  dy- 
ing malefactor  of  old,)  This  clay  Jlialt  thou  be 
with  me  in  paradiji. 
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A WORD  in  SEASON; 

O R, 

Advice  to  an  ENGLISHMAN .* 


i.  you  ever  think?  Do  you  ever  confi- 

der?  If  not,  'tis  high  time  you  Hiould. 
Think  a little,  before  it  is  too  late.  Confidtr  what 
a Hate  you  are  in.  And  not  you  alone,  but  our 
whole  nation.  W e would  have  war.  And  we 
have  it.  And  what  is  the  fruit?  Our  armies 
broken  in  pieces : And  thoufands  of  our  men 
either  killed  on  the  fpot  or  made  prifoners  in  one 
.a ay,  Nor  is  this  all.  We  have  now  war  at  our 
own  doors  : our  own  countrymen  turning  their 
fwords  againft  their  brethren.  And  have  any  hi- 
therto been  able  to  Hand  before  them  ? Have 
they  not  already  leized  upon  one  whole  king- 
dom ? Friend,  either  think  now,  or  lleep  on  and 
tane  vour  reH,  till  you  drop  into  the  pit  where 
you  will  Deep  no  more? 

2.  Think,  what  is  likely  to  follow,  if  an  army 
of  French  alfo,  fhould  blow  the  trumpet  in  our 
land  ! What  defolation  may  we  not  then  expett  ? 
What  a wide-fpread  Judd  of  blood  ? And  what 

can 
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can  the  end  of'thefe  things  be?  If  they  prevail, 
what  but  Popery  and  Slavery  ? Do  you  know 
.what  the  .fpirit  of  Popery  is  ? Did  you  never  hear 
of  that  in  queen  Mary's  reign  ? And  of  the  holy 
men  who  were  then  burnt  alive  by  the  Papijls, 
becatife  they  did  not- dare  to  do  as  they  did  ? To 
worfhip  angels  and  faints;  to  pray  to  the  virgin 
Mary  : to  bow  down  to  images,  and  the  like. 
If  we  had  a king  of  this  fpirit,  whole  life  would 
be  fafc  ? At  lead,  what  honed  man’s  ? A knave 
indeed  might  turn  with  the  times.  But  what  a 
dreadful  thing  would  this  be  to  a man  of  confci- 
cnce  ? “ Either  turn,  or  burn.  Either  go  into 
“ that  fire:  or  into  the  fire  that  never  Jhail  be 
<■  fi  quenched.''’ 

3.  And  can  you  dream  that  your  property  would 
be  any  fafer  than  'your  conjdence?  Nay,  how 
fhoirkl  that  be  ? Nothing  is  plainer  than  that  the 
Pretender  cannot  be  king  of  England,  unlefs  it 
be  by  conqueft.  But  every  conqueror  may  do 
what  he  will.  The  laws  of  the  land  are  no  laws 
to  him.  And  who  fan  doubt,  but. one  who 
fhoukl  conquer  England  by  the  abidance  of 
France,  would  copy  after  the  French  rules  of  go- 
vernment  ? 

4.  How  dreadful  then  is  the. condition  where- 
in we  Hand  ? On  the  very  brink  of  utter  defiruc- 
tio.n  ! But  why  are  we  thus  ? .1  am  afraid  the  an- 
fwer  is  too  plain,  to  every  confiderate  man.  Be- 
caufe  of  our  fins':  becaufe  we  have  well-nigh  fil- 
led up  the  mecjiir-e  of  cur  Iniquities.  Ter,  what 
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wickednefs  is  there  under  heaven,  which  is  not 
found  among  us  at  this  day  f Not  to  infill  on  the 
fabbath-breaking  in  every  corner  of  our  land,  the 
thefts , cheating , fraud , extortion ; the  injujiice, 
violence,  opprejjion;  the  lying  and  diffimulating ; 
the  robberies,  fodomies  and  murders  (which,  with 
a thoufand  unnamed  villanies  are  common  to  us 
and  our  neighbour  Chrifiians  of  Holland,  France, 
and  Germany  :)  confider  over  and  above,  what  a 
plentiful  harveft  we  have  of  wickednefs  almofl 
peculiar  to  ourfelves  ? For  who  can  vie  with  us, 
in  the  direction  of  courts  of  jufice?  In  the  ma- 
nagement of  public  charities?  Or,  in  the  accomp- 
lif  led,  barefaced  wickednefs,  which  fo  abounds 
in  our  infons,  and feets,  and  armies  ? Who  in 
Europe  can  compare  with  the  floth,  lazinefs,  lux- 
ury and  effeminacy  of  the  Englijh gentry  ? Or  with 
the  drunkennefs,  and  ftupid,  fenfelefs  cuffing  and 
fweanng,  which  are  daily  feen  and  heard  in  our 
Jtreets  ? One  great  inlet,  no  doubt,  to  that  flood 
of  perjury,  which  fo  increafes  among  us  day  by 
day  : the  like  whereunto  is  not  to  be  found,  in 
any  other  part  of  the  habitable  earth. 

ty.  Add  to  all  thefe  (what  is  indeed  the  fource 
as  well  as  completion  of  all)  that  open  and  pro- 
fefs’d  Deism  and  rejeElicn  of  the  Gospel,  that 
public,  avowed  apoflacy  from  the  Chriftian  faith, 
which  reigns  among  the  rich  and  great,  and 
hath  fpread  from  them  to  all  ranks  and  orders  of 
men  (the  vulgar  themfelves  not  excepted)  and 

made 
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made  us  a people  fitted  for  the  < iejfroycr  of  the 
Gentiles. 

6.  Becaufe  of  thefe  fins  is  this  evil  come  upon 
us.  For  (whether  you  are  aware  of  it,  or  no} 
there  is  a God  : a God,  who  tho’  he  fits  upon 
the  circle  of  the  heavens,  fees  and  knows  all  that 
is  done  upon  earth.  And  this  God  is  holy  ; he 
does  not  love  fin  : he  is  juft,  rendering  to  all 
their  due.  And  he  is  ftrong  ; there  is  none  able 
to  withftand  him  : he  hath  all  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth.  He  is  patient  indeed,  and  fufifers 
long;  but  he  will  at  Jaft  repay  the  wicked  to  his 
face.  He  often  does  fo  in  this  world  ; efpecially 
when  a whole  nation  is  -openly  and  injolently  wick, 
ed.  Then  doth  God  arife  and  maintain  his  own 
cdufc ; then  doth  he  terribly  fhew  both  his  juf- 
tice  and  power  : that  if  thefe  will  not  repent, 
yet  others  may  fear,  and  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come. 

7.  There  hath  been  among  them  that  feared 
God,  a general  expeftation  for  many  years,  that 
the  time  was  coming,  when  God  would  thus 
arife,  to  be  avenged  on  this  finful  nation.  At 
length  the  time  is  come.  The  patience  of  God, 
long  provoked,  gives  place  to  j nil  ice.  The  win- 
dows of  heaven  begin  to  be  opened,  to  rain  down 
judgments  on  the  earth.  And  yet,  with  what 
tendernefs  does  he  proceed?  In  the  midft  of 
wrath  remembiing  mercy.  By  how  flow  degrees 
does  his  vengeance  move  ! Nor  does  his  whole 
difpleafure  yet  arife. 

Vol.  XI. 
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3.  Brethren,  countrymen,  Englifhmen,  What 
fhall  we  do  ? To-day!  While  it  is  called  to-day! 
Before  the  feafon  of  mercy  is  quite  expired,  and 
our  dejhuElion  r.ometh  as  a whirlwind ? Which 
way  can  we  remove  the  evils  we  feel?  Which 
way  prevent  thofe  we  fear  ? Is  there  any  better 
way,  than  the  making  God  our  friend?  The  fe- 
curing  his  help  againft  our  enemies?  Other  helps 
are  little  worth.  We  fee  armies  may  be  deftrov- 
ed,  or  even  flee  away  from  old  men  and  children. 
Fleets  may  be  dafhed  to  pieces  in  an  hour,  and 
funk  in  the  depth  of  the  fea.  Allies  may  be 
treacherous,  or  flow,  or  foolifh,  or  weak,  or 
cowardly.  But  God  is  a friend  who  cannot  be- 
tray, and  whom  none  can  either  bribe  or  terrify. 
And  who  is  wife,  or  fwift,  or  ftrong  like  him  ? 
Therefore,  whatever  we  do,  let  us  make  Go  1 
our  friend.  Let  us  with  all  fpeed  remove  the 
caufe  of  his  anger.  Let  us  cafl  away  our  fins. 
Then  {hail  his  love  have  free  courfe,  and  he  will 
fend  us  help,  fufficient  help,  againft  all  our  ene- 
mies. 

p.  Come;  will  yoa  begin?  Will  you,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  amend  one,  and  that  without  de- 
lav  ? Firft  then,  own  thofe  fins  which  have  long 
c lied  for  vengeance  in  the  ears  of  God.  Con- 
fej's,  that  we  and  all  (and  you  in  particular)  de- 
ferve  for  our  inward  and  outwaid  abominations, 
not  only  to  be  fwept  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
but  to  fuffer  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 
Never  aim  at  excujir.g  either  yourfelf  or  others  : 
Let  your  mouth  be  ftopt.  Plead  guilty  belore 

God. 
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God.  Above  all,  own  that  impudence  of  wicked- 
nefs,  that  utter  carlejfnefs,  that  pert  flupidity, 
which  is  hardly  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
earth,  (at  leaft,  not  in  fuch  a degree)  except  in 
England.  Do  you  not  know  what  I mean  ? 
You  was  not  long  fince  praying  to  God  for 
“ damnation  upon  your  own  foul.”  One  who 
has  heard  you,  faid,  is  that  right  ? Does  not 
God  hear  ? “ What  if  he  takes  you  at  your 
word?”  You  replied,  with  equal  impudence  and 

ignorance , “What,  Arej you  a Methodijl  ?" - 

What,  if  he  is  a Turk?  Mull  thou  therefore  be 

a Heathen  ? God  humble  thy  hrutijh , devihfk 

fpirit. 

10.  Lay  thee  in  the  dull,  for  this  and  for  all 
thy  fins.  Let  thy  laughter  be  turned  into  heavi- 
nefs;  thy  jov  into  mourning;  thv  fenfelefs  jol- 
lity and  mirth,  into  borrow  and  brokennefs  of 
heart.  This  is  no  time  to  eat  and  drink  and 
rife  up  to  play ; but  to  afflift  thy  foul  before  the. 
Lord.  Defire  of  God  a deep  piercing  fenfe  of 
the  enormous  fins  of  the  nation,  and  of  thv  own. 
Remember  that  great  example  : how  when  the 
king  of  Nineveh  was  warned  of  the  near  ap- 
proaching vengeance  of  God,  he  caufed  it  to  be 
proclaimed , Let  none  tajle  any  thing , let  them  not 
feed  nor  drink  water.  But  let  them  be  covered 
with fackcloth,  and  cry  mightily  to  God-,  yea  let 
them  turn  every  one  from  his  evil  wax;  who  can 
tell,  if  God  will  turn  and  repent,  and  turn  away 
from  his  free  anger  that  we  per  f not.  Jonah  iii. 
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11.  Let  them  turn  every  one  from  his  evil 
way.  Ceafe  to  do  evil.  Learn  to  do  well. 

. And  fee  that  this  reformation  be  univerfal : for 
there  is  no  ferving  God  by  halves.  Avoid  all 
evil,  and  do  all  good  unto  all  men  ; elfe  you 
only  deceive  your  own  foul.  See  alfo,  that  it 
be  from  the  heart : lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
the  tree.  Cut  up,  by  the  grace  of  God,  evil  de- 
fire, pride,  anger,  unbelief.  Let  this  be  your 
continual  prayer  to  God,  the  prayer  of  your 
heart,  (as  well  as  lips)  “ Lord,  I would  believe: 
“ help  thou  mine  unbelief!  Give  me  the  faith 
“ that  worketh  by  love.  The  life  which  / now 
“ live,  let  me  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.  Let 
“ me  Jo  believe,  that  I may  love  thee,  with  all  my 
“ heart,  and  mind,  and  foul,  and  firength  I and 
“ that  I may  love  every  child  of  man,  even  as 
“ thou  hajl  loved  us ! Let  me  daily  add  to  my  faith 
“ courage,  knowledge,  temperance , patience,  bro- 
“ therly  kindnefs,  charity : that  fo  an  entrance 
“ may  be  mimfred  to  me  abundantly,  into  the  ever • 
“ lajling  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
“ CliriJL 


An  HYMN. 

REGARD,  thou  righteous  God  and  true, 
Regard  thy  weeping  people’s  prayer, 
Before  the  fword  our  land  go  through, 

Before  thy  latelt  plague  we  bear, 
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Let  all  to  thee  their  frniter  turn,  1 
Let  all  beneath  thine  anger  mourn. 

The  fword,  which  firh  bereav’d  abroad, 
We  now  within  our  borders  fee  : 

We  fee,  but  flight  thy  nearer  rod, 

So  oft  fo  kindly  warn’d  by  thee  : 

We  ftill  thy  warning  love  defpife, 

And  dare  thine  utraolt  wrath  to  rife. 

Yet  for  the  faithful  remnant's  fake 
Thine  utmoft  wrath  awhile  defer, 

If  haply  we  at  laft  may  wake. 

And  trembling  at  deftruftion  near 
The  caufe  of  all  our  evils  own, 

And  leave  the  fins-for  which  we  groan. 

Or  if  the  wicked  will  not  mourn, 

And  Tcape  the  long-fufpended  blow, 
Yet  fhail  it  to  thy  glory  turn, 

Yet  fhail  they  all  thy  patience  know, 
Thy  flighted  love  and  mercy  clear, 

And  vindicate  thyjuftice  here. 


King 


For  his  Majesty 

GEORGE. 


IMMORTAL  King  of  Kings, 

Whofe  favour  or  whofe  frown 
Monarchs  and  Rates  to  honour  brines, 

D 1 

Or  turns  them  upfide  down ; 

O 3 


To 


[ J 

To  thee  in  danger’s  hour 
We  for  our  fov’reign  cry, 

Protect  him  by  thy  gracious  power, 
And  fet  h im  up  o'-  high. 

r o 

Not  by  a mighty  hoft 
Can  he  deliver’d  be  ; 

Let  others  in  the  * numbers  trufh 
We  lock,  O Lord,  to  thee  : 

Help  to  thy  fervant  fend, 

A.nd  (Lengthen  from  above. 

And  hill  thy  minifter  defend 
By  thine  almighty  love. 

The  fpirit  of  thv  grace. 

Thy  heavenly  unftion  hied, 

And  hohs  of  guardian  angels  placej 
Around  his  (acred  head  : 

Confound  whoe’er  oppofe. 

Or  force  them  to  retire  ; 

Be  thou  a tower  againh  his  foes. 

Be  thou  a wall  of  fire. 

O bring  him  out  of  all 
His  fan&ified 

And  by  his  name  thy  fervant  call, 
And  fill  him  with  thy  peace : 

Shew  him,  almighty  Lord, 

That  thou  his  Saviour  art, 

And  fpeak  the  foul-converting  word 
My/on,  give  me  thy  heart ! 
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[ 3i. 2 * * 59  J 


A W O R D to  a 

FROTESTAN  T. 


i.  T^\ON'T  you  call  yourfelf  a Prqtefant  ? 

Why  fo  ? Do  you  know  what  the 
word  means  ? What  is  a PrcteJlant  ? I fuppofe 
you  mean  one  that  is  not  a Papiji  ? But  what  is 
a Papjl?  If  you  don’t  know,  fay  fo.  Acknow- 
ledge you  cannot  tell.  Is  not  this  the  cafe? 
You  call  yourfelf  a Protejlant : but  you  don't 
know  what  a Protejlant  is.  You  talk  againft  Pa- 
pijls : and  yet  neither  do  you  knew  what  a Papiji 
is.  Why  do  you  pretend  then  to  the  knowledge 
which  you  have  not  ? Why  do  you  ufe  words 
which  you  don’t  underftand. 

2.  Are  you  defirous  to  know  what  thefe  words, 

Papiji  and  Protejlant  mean  ? A Papiji  is  one  who 

holds  the  Pope,  or  bifhop  of  Rome , (the  name 
papa,  that  is  father,  was  formerly  given  to  all 

bsfhops)  to  be  head  of  the  whole  Chridian  church; 
and  the  church  of  Rome,  or  that  which  owns 
O 4 the 
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the  Pope  as  their  head,  to  be  the  only  Chridian 
church. 

3.  In  a courfe  of  years,  many  errors  crept 
into  this  church,  of  which  good  men  complained 
from  time  to  time.  At  lad,  about  two  hundred 
years  ago,  the- Pope  appointed  many  bifhops  and 
others  to  meet  at  a town  in  Germany,  called 
Trent.  But  thefe,  in  dead  of  amending  thofe  er- 
rors, edablifhed  them  all  by  5 law,  and  fo  de- 
livered them  down  to  all  fucceeding  gene- 
rations. 

4.  Among  thefe  errors  may  be  numbered, 
them  do&rine  of  feven  facraments;  of  tranfub- 
dantiation  ; of  communion  in  one  kind  only  ; 
of  purgatory,  and  praying  for  the  dead  therein ; 
of  veneration  of  relics,  and  of  indulgences,  or 
pardons  granted  by  the  Pope,  and  to  be  bought 
for  money. 

It  is  thought  by  fome,  that  thefe  errors,  great 
as  they  are,  do  only  defile  the  purity  of  Cbridi- 
anity  : but  it  is  fure,  the  following  ftrike  at  its 
very  root,  and  tend  to  banifli  true  religion  out  of 
the  world. 

r).  Firfi,  the  doftrine  of  merit.  The  very 
foundation  of  Chridianity  is,  that  a man  can  me- 
rit nothing  of  God:  that  we  are  judified  freely 
by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Jefus  Chi  ld  : not  for  any  of  our  works,  or  of 
our  defervings;  but  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  the 
covenant. 


But 


C 321  1 

But  the  Papi/ls  hold,  that  a man  may  by  his 
works  merit  or  deferve  eternal  life  ; and  that  we 
are  juftified,  not  by  faith  in  Chrift  klone,  but  by 
faith  and  works  together. 

This  doftrine  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  Chriftian 
faith,  the  only  foundation  of  true  religion. 

6.  Secondly,  the  doftrine  ot  praying  to  faints 
and  worf lipping  of  images.  To  the  Virgin  Mary • 
they  pray  in  thefe  words  ; “ O mother  of  God, 

“ O queen  of  heaven,  command  thy  Son  to  have 
“ mercy  upon  us.”  And,  “ the  right  ufe  of  images 
(fays  the  Council  of  Trent)  “ is  to  honour 
' “ them,  by  bowing  down  before  them.”  Seff.  25. 
Par.  2. 

This  doflrine  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  that  great 
commandment,  (which  the  Papijls  call  part  of 
the  firft)  Thou  Jhalt  not  bow  down  to  .hem,  nor 
worPiip  them , i.  e.  not  any  image  whatfoever.  It 
is  grofs,  open,  palpable  idolatry , fuch  as  can  nei- 
ther be  denied,  nor  excufed  ; and  tends  direflly 
to  deftroy  the  love  of  God,  which  is  indeed  the 
firft  and  great  commandment. 

7.  Thirdly,  the  doftrine  of  perfecution.  This- 
has  been  for  many  ages  a favourite  doflrine  of 
'the  church  of  Rome.  And  the  Papifts  in  gene- 
ral ftill  maintain,  that  “ all  heretics,  (that  is,  all 
“ who  differ  from  them)  ought  to  be  compelled *• 
“ to  receive  what  they  call  the  true  faith  ; to 
“ be  forced  into  the  church,  or  out  of  the: 
,s  world.” 

o A 
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Now  this  ftrikes  at  the  root  of,  and  utterly 
tears  up,  the  fecond  great  commandment.  It 
dire£lly  tends  to  bring  in  blind,  bitter  zeal  ; an- 
ger, hatred,  malice,  variance;  every  temper, 
word  and  work  that  is  juft  contrary  to  the  loving 
our  neighbour  as  curfelves. 

O 

So  plain  it  is,  that  thefe  grand  Popijh  doctrines 
of  merit,  idolatry  and  perjecution,  by  deftreving 
both  faith  and  the  love  of  God  and  of  our 
neighbour,  tend  to  banifh  true  Chriftianity  out 
of  the  world. 

8.  Well  might  our  forefathers  protejl  againft 
thefe  : and  hence  it  was  that  they  were  called  Pro- 
tejlants  : even  becaufe  they  publicly  protejled,  as 
againft  all  the  errors  of  the  Papijls , fo  againft 
thefe  three  in  particular:  the  making  void  Chrif- 
tian  faith,  by  holding  that  man  may  merit  heaven 
by  his  own  works ; the  overthrowing  the  love  of 
God  by  idolatry,  and  the  love  of  our  neighbour 
by  perjecution. 

Ar e you  then  a Protejlant,  truly  fo  called  ? Do 
you  protejl,  as  againft  all  the  reft,  fo  in  particu- 
lar, agiinft  thefe  three  grand,  fundamental  errors 
of  Popery?  Do  you  publicly  protejl  againft  all 
merit  in  man  ? All  Jalvation  by  your  own  works  ? 
Againft  all  idolatry  of  every  fort?  And  againft 
every  kind  and  degree  of  perjecution? 

I aueftion  not  but  you  do.  You  jntblidy pro- 
iejl  againft  all  thefe  horrible  errots  of  Popery. 
But  does  your  heart  agree  with  your  lips  ? Do 

you 
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you  not  inwardly  cherifh  what  you  outwardly  re- 
nounce ? ’Tis  well,  if  you,  who  cry  out  fo  much 
againft  Papijls,  are  not  o ne-yourjklf.  ’Tis  well 
if  you  are  not  yourjelf  (as  iittle  as  you  may  think 
of  it)  a rank  Papij}  in  your  heart. 

9.  For,  fir  ft,  How  do  you  hope  to  be  faved  ? 
“ By  doing  thus  and  thus?  By  doing  no  harm, 
and  paying  every  man  his  own,  and  faying  your 
prayers,  and  going  to  church  and  facrament  ?” 
Alas  ! alas  I Now  you  have  thrown  off  the  mafk. 
This  is  Popery  barefaced.  You  may  juft  as  well 
fpeak  plain,  and  fay,  “ I truft  to  be  faved  by  the 
merit  of  my  own  works.”  But  where  is  Christ’ 
all  this  time  ? Why,  he  is  not  to  come  in,  till 
you  get  to  the  end  of  your  prayer.  And  then 
you  will  fay,  for  Jesus  Christ’s  fake — becaufe 
fo  ft  ftands  in  your  book.  O my  friend,  your 
very  foundation  is  Popifh.  You  feek  falvation 
by  your  own  vwrls.  You  trample  upon  the 
blood  of  the  covenant.  And  what  can  a poor  Pa~ 
pf  do  more  ? 

10.  But  let  us  go  on.  Are  you  clear  of  idc- 
la’ry  any  more  than  the  Papijls  are  ? It  m.iv  be 
indeed,  yours  is  in  a different  way.  But  how  lit- 
tle does  that  fignify  ? They  fet  up  their  idols  in 
their  churches : you  fet  up  yours  in  your  heart. 
Their  idols  are  only  covered  with  gold  ox filver:  but 
yours  is  [olid  geld.  They  worfhip  the  pifiure  of 
the  queen  of  keaven ; you,  the  pifture  of  ‘he 
queen  or  king  of  England.  In  another  vay,, 
they  idolize  a dead  man  or  woman  ^ whereas^ 
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your  idol  is  yet  alive.  O how  little  is  the  dif- 
ference before  God  ? How  fmall  pre-eminence 
has  the  mOriey-worlhipper  at  London , over  the 
image-worlhipper  at  Rome?  Or  the  idohzer  of 
a living  linner,'  over  him  that  prays  to  a dead 
faint  ? 

11.  Take  one  Hep  farther.  Does  the  Papijz 
abroad  perfccvt t?  Does  he  force  another  man’s 
ronfcience  ? So  does  the  Papiji  at  home,  as  far 
as  he  can  ; for  all  he  calls  himfelf  a Prole  feud. 
Will  the  man  in  Italy  tolerate  no  opinion  but  his 
own  ? No  more,  if  he  could  help  it,  would  the 
man  in  England.  Would  you?  Don’t  you  think 
the  government  much  overfeen,  in  bearing  with 
any  but  thofe  of  the  church ? Don’t  you  wifh,  they, 
would  put  dozen  fuch  and  fuch  people  ? You 
know  what  you  would  do,  if  you  was  in  their 
place. — And  by  the  very  fame  fpirit  you  would 
continue  the  inquifition  at  Rome , and  rekindle 
the  tires  in  Sunt  If  eld. 

is.  It  is  becaufe  our  nation  is  over-run  with 
fuch  Protefants , who  are  full  of  their  own  good- 
defrvings,  as  well  as  of  abominable  idolatry,  and 
of  blind,  fiery  zeal  of  the  whole  fpirit  of  perfecu- 
iion  ; that  the  fword  of  God,  the  great,  thejuft, 
the  jealous  God,  is  even  now  drawn  in  our  land  : 
that  the  armies  of  the  aliens  are  hovering  over  it. 
as  a vulture  over  his  prev  ; and  that  the  open  Pa- 
pijls  are  on  the  very  point  of  fwallowing  up  the 
pretended  Pr otejlanis .* 

13.  Do 

v This  was  wots  during  the  late  rebellion. 
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13.  Do  you  defire  to  efcape  the  fcourge  of 
God  ? Then  I entreat  you,  firff,  Be  a real  Protef- 
iant.  By  the  Spirit  of  God  aflifting  you  (for  with- 
out him  you  know  you  can  do  nothing)  caff 
away  all  that  trujl  in  your  own  righteoufnefs,  all 
hope  of  being  faved  by  your  own  works.  Own, 
your  merit  is  everlafting  damnation  ; that  you 
deferve  the  damnation  ofhell.  Humble  yourfelf 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  God.  Lie  in  the 

duff.  Let  your  mouth  be  ffopt.  And  let  all 
your  confidence  be  in  the  blood  of fprinkling  ; all 
your  hope  in  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous  ; all 
your  faith  in  him  that  jujlifieth  the  ungodly , thro* 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus. 

O put  away  your  idols  out  of  your  heart: 
Love  not  the  world , neither  the  things  of  the  world. 
Having  food  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put  on,  be 
content:  defire  nothing  more  but  God.  To- 
day, hear  his  voice,  who  continually  cries,  My 
fan , give  me  thy  heart.  Give  yourfelf  to  him, 
who  gave  himfelf  for  you.  May  you  love  God, 
as  he  has  loved  us ! Let  him  be  vour  defire,  your 
deiight,  your  joy,  your  portion,  in  time  and  in 
eternity. 

And  if  you  love  God,  you  will  love  your  bro- 
ther alfo  : you  will  be  ready  to  lay  down  your 
life  for  his  fake  : fo  far  from  any  defire  to  take 
away  his  life,  or  hurt  a hair  of  his  head.  You 
will  then  leave  his  conjcience  uncontrolled ; you 
will  no  more  think  of forcing  him  into  your  own 
opinions,  as  neither  can  he  force  you,  to  judge 

by 
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by  his  confcience.  But  each  fhall  give  an  account 
of  himfelf  to  God. 

14.  It  is  true,  if  his  confcience  be  mifinformed, 
you  fhould  endeavour  to  inform  him  better. 
But  whatever  you  do,  let  it  be  done  in  charity,  in 
love  and  meeknefs  of  wifdom.  Be  zealous  for 
God  : but  remember,  that  the  wrath  of  man 
worketh  not  the  nghteoufnefs  of  God  : that  angry 
zeal,  though  oppofing  fin,  is  the  fervant  of  fin ; 
that  true  zeal  is  only  the  flame  of  love.  Let  this 
be  your  truly  Protefant  zeal  : while  you  abhor 
every  kind  and  degree  of  perfection,  let  your 
heart  burn  with  love  to  all  mankind,  to  friends 
and  enemies,  neighbours  and  itrangers;  to  Chrif- 
tians,  Heathens,  Jews,  Turks,  Papifls,  Heretics; 
to  every  foul  which  God  hath  made.  Let  this 
your  light  Jhine  before  men , that  they  may  glorfy 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 


H Y M NS. 


HYMN  I. 

1.  T T THERE  have  I been  fo  long 
» * Faff  bound  in  fin  and  night, 
Mix’d  with  the  blind  felf  righteous  throng 
Who  hate  the  fons  of  light  ? 


2.  G 
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2.  O how  (hall  I prefume, 

Jefus,  to  call  on  thee, 

Sunk  in  the  loweft  dregs  of  Rome , 
The  word  idolatry ! 

3.  A ftranger  t<?  thy  grace, 

Long  have  I labour’d,  Lord, 

To  ’ftablifh  my  own  righ'teoufnefs. 
And  been  what  I abhor’d. 

4.  Foe  to  the  Popifli  boaft 
No  merit  was  in  me  ! 

Yet  in  my  works  I put  my  truft. 

And  not  alone  in  thee. 

5.  For  works  that  I had  wrought 
I look’d  to  be  forgiven, 

And  by  my  virtuous  tempers  thought 
At  laft  to purchafe  heaven. 

6.  Or  if  I needed  Hill 

The  help  of  grace  divine, 

Thy  merits  fhould  come  in  to  fill 
The  fmall  defers  of  mine. 

7.  Alas ! I knew  not  then 
Thou  only  didft  atone 

For  all  the  finful  fons  of  men, 

And  purge  our  guilt  alone. 


8.  Didft 
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Didft  fhed  thy  blood  to  pay 
The  all-fufficient  price, 

And  take  the  world's  offence  away 
By  thy  great  facrifice. 

g.  But  O ! my  dying  God, 

By  thee  convinced  at  la  ft. 

My  foul  on  that  atoning  blood, 

On  that«/o?2e  I calf. 

10.  I dare  no  longer  truft 
On  ought  I do,  or  feei, 

But  own,  while  humbled  in  the  duft, ' 

My  whole  defert  is  hell. 

1 1.  My  works  of  righteoufnefs 
I call  them  all  away  ; 

Me,  Lord,  thou  frankly  muft  releafe, 

For  I have  nought  to  pay: 

12.  Not  one  good  word  or  thought 
I to  thy  merits  join, 

But  gladly  take  the  gift  unbcught 
Of  righteoufnefs  divine. 

33.  My  faith  is  all  in  thee, 

My  only  hope  thou  art, 

The  pardon  thou  haft  bought  for  me. 

Engrave  it  on  my  heart : 

14.  Diri 
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34,  The  blood  by  faith  applied 
O let  it  now  take  place, 
And  fpeakme  freely  juflified. 
And  fully  fav’d  by  grace. 


HYMN  II. 

1.  T^ORGIVE  me,  O thou  jealous  God, 

A wretch,  who  on  thy  laws  have  trod.. 

And  robb’d  thee  of  thy  right, 

A (inner  to  myfelf  unknown, 

’Gainft  thee  I have  tranfgrefs’d  and  done. 
This  evil  in  thy  fight. 

2.  My  body  I difdain’d  to  incline 
Or  worfhip  at  an  idol’s  fhrine 

With  grojs  idolatry : 

But  Oh  ! my  foul  hath  bafer  prov’d, 
Honour'd,  and  fear’d,  and  ferv’d,  and  lov’d 

The  creature  more  than  thee. 

g.  Let  the  blind  fons  of  Rome  bow  down 
To  images  of  wood  and  done  ; 

But  I with  fubtler  art, 

Safe  from  the  letter  of  thy  word, 

My  idols  fecretly  ador’d, 

Set  up  within  my  heart. 

4.  But  Oh  ! fufifice  the  feafon  pad  : 

My  idols  now  away  I call, 

Pleafure, 
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Pieafure,  and  wealth  and  fame. 
The  world,  and  all  its  goods  I leave. 
To  thee  alone  refolv’d  to  give 
Whate’er  I have  or  am. 

5-  Lo ! in  a thankful,  loving  heart 
I render  thee  whate’er  thou  art, 

I give  myfelf  to  thee; 

And  thee  my  whole  delight  I own. 
My  joy,  my  glory,  and  my  crown 
To  all  eternity. 


HYMN  III. 

1.  THOU  who  feeft  what  is  in  man. 
And  fhew’ft  myfelf  to  me, 

Suffer  a finner  to  complain 

And  groan  his  griefs  to  thee. 

2.  A finner,  that  has  cloak’d  his  lhame 
With  felf-deceiving  art, 

Thy  worfhipper  reform'd,  in  name, 

But  unrenew’d  in  heart. 

3.  The  fervants  moll  unlike  their  Lord, 
How  oft  did  I condemn  ; 

The  perfecuting  church  abhorr'd, 

Nor  faw  mylelf  in  them  ! 


4.  The 
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The  fprit  of  my  foes  I caught, 

The  angry  bilter  zeal, 

And  fierce  for  my  own  party  fought. 

And  breath’d  the  fire  of  hell 

Threatning  I did  and  daughter  breathe, 
(The  flail  of  herefy) 

And  doom  the  fefts  to  bonds,  or  death, 
That  did  not  think  with  me. 

6.  To  propagate  the  truth,  I fought 
With  fury  and  defpight. 

And  in  my  zeal  for  IJr  ad  fought. 

To  flay  the  Gibeonite. 

7.  “ The  temple  of  the  Lord  are  we  \’7 
And  all  who  dared  deny, 

I would  not  have  their  confcience  free. 

But  force  them  to  comply. 

8.  With  wholfome  difcipline  fevere 
To  conquer  them  I ftrove, 

And  drive  into  the  pale  thro5  fear, 

Who  would  not  come  thro’  love. 

9.  How  vainly  then  the  zealots  blind 
Of  Rome  did  I difclaim  ? 

Still  to  the  church  of  Satan  join’d, 

And  differing  but  in  name. 


io.  How 
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JO.  How  could  I,  Lord,  myfelf  deceive 
While'  unrejorm  cl  within, 

ProteJl  againft  their  creed,  and  cleave 
The  clofer  to  their  fin  ? 

11.  Their  fouled  fin  my  own  I made, 
(And  humbly  now  confefs) 

While  by  my  anger  I effay’d 
To  work  thy  righteoufnefs. 

12.  A murtherer  convift  I come 
My  vilenefs  to  bewail, 

By  nature  born  a fon  of  Rome, 

A child  of  wrath  and  hell, 

lg.  Lord,  I at  lad  recant,  rejeft, 

Thro’  thy  great  drength  alone. 

The  madnefs  of  the  RomiJJi  feci, 

The  madnefs  of  my  own. 

14.  Lordr  I abhor,  renounce,  abjure. 
The  fiery  fpirit  unclean, 

The  perfecuting  zeal  impure. 

The  fin-oppofing,fin. 

15.  Let  others  draw  with  fierce  defpight, 
Th'eradicating  fword, 

And  with  the  devil’s  weapons  fight 
The  battles  of  the  Lord : 


16.  But 
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16.  But  Oh  ! my  gracious  God,  to  me 
A better  fpirit  impart, 

The  gentle  mind  that  was  in  thee. 

The  meekly  loving  heart: 

17.  The  heart  whofe  charity  o’erflows 
To  all,  far  off,  and  near. 

True  charity  to  friends  and  foes. 

Impartially  fincere. 

18.  Heathens,  and  Jews,  and  Turks,  may  1 
And  Heretics  embrace. 

Nor  ev’11  to  Rome  the  love  deny 
I owe  to  all  the  race. 


A \VORO 
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A W O R D to  a 

FREEHOLDER. 


WHAT  are  you  going  to  do  ? To  vote 
for  a parliament  man  ? I hope  then  you 
have  taken  no  money.  For  doubtlefs  you  know 
the  ftridlnefs  of  the  oath,  That  yon  have  re- 
ceived no  “ Gift  or  reward,  direCtly  or  indi- 
rectly, nor  any  promife  of  any,  on  account  of 
your  vote1’  in  the  enfuing  eleftion.  Surely  you 
ftart  at  perjury!  At  calm,  fore-thought,  delibe- 
rate, wilful  perjury.  If  you  are  guiltv  already, 
flop.  Go  no  farther.  !Tis  at  the  peril  of  your 
foul.  Will  you  fell  your  country  ? Will  you 
fell  your  own  foul  ? Will  you  fell  your  God, 
your  Saviour?  Nay  God  forbid  ! rather  caft 
down  juft  now  the  thirty  pieces  of  filver  or 
gold,  and  fay,  “ Sir,  I will  not  fell  heaven. 
Neither  you,  nor  all  the  world  is  able  to  pay  the 
purchafe.” 

I hope  you  have  received  nothing  elfe,  nei- 
ther will  receive  ; no  entertainment,  nj  meat, 
or  drink.  If  this  is  given  you  on  account  of 
your  vote,  you  are  perjured  ftill.  How  can  vcu 
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make  oath,  you  have  received  no  gift?  This 
■was  a gift,  if  you  did  not  buy  it.  What  will 
you  fell  your  foul  to  the  devil  for  a draught  of 
drink,  or  for  a morfel  of  bread  P Oh  confider 
what  you  do.  Aft,  as  if  the  whole  eleftion  de- 
pended on  your  fingle  vote:  And  as  if  the 
whole  parliament  depended  (and  therein  the 
whole  nation)  on  that  fingle  perfon  whom  you 
now  chufe  to  be  a member  of  it. 

But  if  you  take  nothing  of  any,  for  whom  fihall 
you  vote  ? For  the  man  that  loves  God.  He 
muff  love  his  country,  and  that  from  a fteady, 
invariable  principle.  And  by  his  fruits  you 
fhall  know  him.  Ke  is  carelul  to  abfi:ain  from 
all  appearance  of  evil.  He  is  zealous  of  good 
works,  as  he  has  opportunity,  doing  good  to  all 
men.  He  ufes  all  the  ordinances  of  God  and 
that  both  conftantly  and  carefully.  And  he  does 
this,  not  barely  as  fomething  he  mvjl  do;  or 
what  he  would  willingly  be  "xcufed  from.  No; 
he  rejoices  in  this  his  reafonable  fervice,  as  a 
bleffed  privilege  of  the  children  of  God. 

But  what  if  none  of  the  candidates  have  thefe 
fruits?  Then  vote  for  him  that  loves  the  king: 
king  George,  whom  the  wife  providence  of 
God  has  appointed  to  reign  over  us.  He  ought 
to  he  highly  efieemed  in  love,  even  for  his  of- 
fice fake.  A king  is  a lovely,  facred  name. 
He  is  a minifier  of  God  unto  thee  for  good. 
How  much  more,  fuck  a king,  as  has  been  in 
many  refpefts,  a blelfing  to  his  fubjefts.  You 
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Stay  eafily  know  thofe  who  love  him  not.  For 
they  generally  glory  in  their  .fhame.  They  are 
not  afraid  to  /peak  evil  of  dignities : no,  not  even 
of  the  ruler  of  their  people. 

Perhaps  you  will  fay,  but  I love  my  country, 
Therefore  I am  for  the  country-interef.  I fear, 
you  know  not  what  you  fay.  Are  you  again  ft 
your  king  becaufe  you  love  your  country  ? 
Who  taught-you  to  feparate  your  king  from  your 
country?  To  fet  one  againft  the  other?  Be  allur- 
ed, none  that  loves  either.  True  lovers  of  their 
country  do  not  talk  in  this  fenfelefs  manner. 

Is  not  the  interefl  of  the  king  of  England  and 
of  the  country  of  England , one  and  the  fame  ? 
If  the  king  is  deflroyed,  doth  it  profit  the  coun- 
try ? If  the  country,  does  it  profit  the  king? 
Their  interefl  cannot  be  divided.  The  welfare 
of  one  is  the  welfare  of  both. 

Have  you  an  objeflion  of  a different  kind  ? 
Do  you  fay,  I am  for  the  church  ? The  church 

of  England  for  ever  ! Therefore  I vote  for 

He  is  a true  churchman,  a lover  of  the  church. 
Are  you  fure  of  that  ? Friend,  think  a little. 
What  kind  of  a churchman  is  he  ? A whoring 
churchman  ? A gaming  churchman  ? A drunken 
churchman?  A lying  churchman?  A curbing  and 
fwearing  churchman  ? Or,  a red-hot  perfecuting 
churchman,  that  would  fend  all  diffenters  to  the 
devil  at  a clap?  For  fhame  ! for  fhame  ! Do  you 
call  a man  a churchman,  who  knows  no  more  of 
God  than  a Turk?  Call  a man  a churchman,  that 
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does  not  even  pretend  to  fo  much  religion,  as 
would  fcrve  an  honeft  Heathen  ? He  is  a lover 
of  the  church  who  is  a lover  of  God,  and  con- 
fequently  of  all  mankind.  Whoever  elfe  talks 
of  loving  the  church  is  a cheat.  Set  a mark  upon 
that  man. 

Above  all,  mark  that  man,  who  talks  of  loving 
the  church,  and  does  not  love  the  king;.  If  he 
does  not  love  the  king,  lie  cannot  love  God.  And 
if  he  does  not  iove  God,  he  cannot  love  the 
* church.  He  loves  the  church  and  the  king  juft 
alike.  For  indeed  he  loves  neither  one  nor  the 
other. 

Oh  beware,  you  who  truly  love  the  church, 
and  therefore  be  cannot  but  love  the  king  : be- 
ware of  dividing  the  king  and  the  church,  any 
more  than  the  king  and  country.  Let  others  do 
as  they  will,  what  is  that  to  you  ? Aft  you  as  ant 
honeft  man,  a loyal  fubjeft,  a true  Englifhman, 
a lover  of  the  country,  a lover  of  the  church  ; 
in  one  word,  a Chriftian  ! One  that  fears  nothing 
but  fin,  that  feeks  nothing  but  heaven,  and  that 
defires  nothing  but  God.  Nothing  but  glory  to 
God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace,  good- 
will towards  men  ! 
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A DVICE  to  a 


S O L D I E R. 


i.  ARE  you  to  dje?  Muff  you  leave  this 
world,  and  carry  nothing  of  it  away  with 
you?  Naked  as  you  came  out  of  your  mother’s 
womb,  naked  fhall  you  return.  And  are  you 
never  to  come  back  into  this  world  ? Have  you 
no  more  place  under  the  fun  ? When  you  leave 
thefe  hcufes  and  fields,  this  flefh  and  blood,  do 
you  part  with  them  for  ever  ? Are  you  Jure  of 
this?  Muff  all  men  die  ? Can  none  at  all  efcape 
death?  Do  rich  men  likewife  die,  and  leave  their 
riches  for  others?  Do  princes  alfo  fall  and  die 
like  one  of  their  people  ? Ca n you  then  efcape 
it?  You  do  not  think  fo.  You  know  death  is 
as  fure  as  if  you  felt  it  already  : as  if  you  was  now 
gafping  for  life,  fweating  and  trembling  in  thofe 
laft  pangs,  till  the  foul  flarted  off  from  the  qui- 
vering lips,  into  the  boundlefs  ocean  of  eternity. 

2.  And  are  you  to  be  judged  ? How  is  this 
to  be  ? Why,  the  Son  of  God  fhall  come  in  his 
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glory,  and  all  his  holy  angels  with  him ; and 
then  (hall  he  fit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory. 
And  before  him  (hall  be  gathered  all  nations,  and 
he  (hall  feparate  them  from  one  another,  as  a 
fhepherd  divideth  his  fheep  from  the  goats.  Be- 
hold he  cometh  with  clouds  ! And  every  eye 
fhall  fee  him.  which  is,  and  which  was,  and 
which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty  ! And  I faw 
(wilt  thou  alfo  fav),  a great  white  throne,  and 
him  that  fat  thereon,  from  whcfe  face  the  earth 
and  the  heavens  fled  away,  and  there  was  found 
no  place  for  them.  And  I faw  the  dead,  fmall 
and  great,  Hand  before  God  ; and  they  were 
judged,  every  man  according  to  his  works.  And 
flialt  thou  alfo  be  judged  according  to  thy  works? 
All  thy  works,  whether  they  be  good  or  evil  ? 
Yea,  and  for  every  idle  word  which  thou  (halt 
fpeak,  thou  (halt  give  an  account  in  the  day  of 
judgment.  But  this  is  not  all  : the  Lord,  the 
judge  fearcheth  the  heart , and  trieth  the  reins. 
He  underftands  all  thy  thoughts  ; and  for  all  thcfe 
likewife  he  fhall  bring  thee  into  judgment.  Sup- 
pofeft  thou  it  is  enough  to  be  outwardly  good  ? 
What ! though  thy  inward  parts  are  very  wick- 
ednefs  ? And  are  they  not  ? Is  not  thy  foul  fall- 
en fhort  of  the  glory  (the  glorious  image)  of  God? 
Look  into  thy  bread.  Art  thou  not  a fallen 
fpirit?  Doft  thou  not  know  and  feel,  how  very 
far  thou  art  gone  from  original  righteoufnefs  ? 
Defperately  full  thou  art  of  all  evil,  and  naked 
®f  all  good  ? Is  there  not  in  thee,  an  earthly, 
P 2 fenfual, 
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fenfual,  devihfh  mind  ? A mind  that  is  enmity 
again  ft  God  ? Tis  plain  there  is.  For  thou  doft 
not  love  vjrod.  1 nou  doft  not  delight  in  him. 
He  is  not  the  defire  of  thy  eyes,  or  the  joy  of 
thy  heart.  Thou  loveft  the  creature  more  than 
the  Creator.  Thou  art  a lover  of  pleafure  more 
than  a lover  of  God.  O how  wilt  thou  ftand  in 
the  judgment! 

3.  Are  you  then  to  go  to  heaven  or  hell  ? It 
muft  be  either  to  one  or  the  other.  1 pray  God 
you  may  not  go  to  hell  1 for  who  can  dwell  with 
everlafting  burnings  ? Who  can  bear  the  fierce- 
nefs  of  that  flame,  without  even  a drop  of  wa- 
ter to  cool  his  tongue  ? Yea,  and  that  without 
end  ; for  as  the  worm  dieth  not  fo  the  fire  is  not 
quenched.  No,  whoever  is  once  caft  into  that 
lakecf  fire,  {hall  be  tormented  dav  and  night  for 
ever  and  ever.  O eternity  ! eternity!  Who  can 
tell  the  length  of  eternity  ? I warn  thee  now,  be- 
fore God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  thou 
come  not  into  that  place  of  torment ! 

4.  But  alas!  Is  not  hell  now  begun  in  thy 
foul?  Does  thy  conscience  never  awake?  Haft 
thou  no  remorfe  at  anv  time  ? No  fenfe  of  guilt? 
No  dread  of  the  wrath  of  God  ? Why  thefe  (if 
thou  art  not  faved  from  them  in  this  life,  are  the 
worm  that  never  dieth.  And  what  elfe  is  thy 
carnal  mind  ? Thy  enmity  againft  God?  Thy 
fooliflr  and  hurtful  lulls,  thy  inordinate  aflec- 
lions?  What  are  pride,  envy,  malice,  revenge  ? 
Ate  the)'  net  vipers  gnawing  thy  heart  ? May 
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they  not  well  be  called,  the  dogs  of  hell  ? Canft 
thou  be  out  of  he!!,  while  thefe  are  in  thy  foul  ? 
While  they  are  tearing  it  in  pieces,  and  there  is 
none  to  help  thee  ? Indeed  they  are  not  fully  let 
Jooie  upon  thee.  And  while  thou  lee  ft  the  light 
of  the  fun,  the  things  of  the  world  that  furround 
thee,  or  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  divert  thy  thoughts 
from  them.  But  when  thou  canfl  eat  and  drink 
no  more,  when  the  earth,  with  the  works  there- 
of is  burnt  up,  when  the  fun  is  fallen  from  hea- 
ven, and  thou  art  fhut  up  in  utter  darknefs,  what 
a ftate  wilt  thou  be  in  then  ? May  ft  thou  never 
try!  Seek  thou  a better  habitation,  a houfe  of 
God  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

r..  There  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling, 
there  the  weary  are  at  reft.  For  God  fhali  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ; and  there  fhal! 
be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying  ; 
neither  fhali  t ere  be  any  more  pain,  but  ever- 
laftingjoy  upon  their  heads.  But  this  joy  our 
ears  have  not  yet  heard,  neither  has  it  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  Yet  a little 
of  it  the  children  of  God  can  conceive,  from  what 
they  already  enjoy  For  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  within  them.  God  has  given  them  eternal 
life;  the  life  which  is  hid  with  Chriil  in  God. 
They  have  heaven  upon  earth  ; righteoufnefs 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.1  Their 
fouls  are  renewed  in  the  image  of  God.  They 
love  God.  They  are  happy  m him  ; and  they' 
lo-ve  their  neighbour  (that  is  every  man)  as  tbem- 
B 3.  helves,. 
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felves,.  as  their  own  fouls.  Being  juftified  by 
faith,  they  have  peace  with  God,  yea,  a peace 
which  pafleth  all  underflanaing.  And  they  re- 
joice in  him,  knowing  their  fins  are  blotted 
out;  that  they  are  accepted  in  the  beloved, 
and  that  they  are  going  to  an  inheritance 
incorruptible  undefiled,  and  that  faueth  not 
away. 

6.  Will  you  reply  to  all  this,  “ But  I am  a 
foldier,  and  have  therefore  nothing  to  do  ■with 
thefe  things  ? Hold  ! Have  foldiers  nothing  to 
do  with  death  P How'  fo  ? Do  foldiers  never  die  ? 
can  you  fright  death  away  ? No,  my  friend ; he 
will  not  regard  all  tour  big  words  and  looks;  nor 
all  the  weapons  of  your  warfare.  You  can  nei- 
ther conquer,  nor  efcape  him.  Your  profeflion 
may  excufe  you  from  many  other  things;  but 
there  is  no  excufing  yourfelf  from  death.  Are 
you  lefs  fure  of  this  than  other  men  are  ? No; 
there  is  one  lot  for  all.  Are  you  farther  from  it 
than  they  ? Nay,  rather  nearer.  You  live  .it  the 
very  jaws  of  death.  Why  then  a foldier  (if 
there  be  any  difference)  has  more  to  do  with 
death  than  other  men.  It  is  not  far  from 
every  one  of  us  : but,  to  him,  it  isjufl  at  the 
door. 

7.  Or,  do  you  fancv  a foldier  has  nothing  to 
do  with  judgment  ? Will  you  fay  then  (as  poor 
Capt.  Uratz,  did,  when  he  was  afifd  a few  mi- 
nutes before  his  death,  if  he  had  made  his  peace 
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with  God)  “ I hope  God  will  deal  with  me  like 
a gentleman  ?”  But  God  faid  unto  him,  “ Thou 
fool  ! I will  deal  with  thee,  as  with  all  mankind. 
There  is  no  refpeft  of  perfons  with  me.  I re- 
ward every  man  according  to  his  works.”  Thou 
alfo  fhalt  receive  of  the  righteous  judge,  accord- 
ing to  the  things  which  thou  haft  done  in  the 
body.  Death  levels  all  ; it  mingles  in  one  dull 
the  gentleman,  foldier,  clown  and  beggar ; it 
makes  all  thefe  diftinftions  void.  When  life  ends 
fo  do  they.  Holy  or  unholy  is  the  one 
queftion  then.  Lo!  the  books  are  opened, 
that  all  the  dead  may  be  judged  according 
to  the  things  that  are  written  therein  ! O 
may  thy  name  be  found  written  in  the  book 
of  life  ! 

8.  For,  have  foldiers  nothing  to  do  with  hell  ? 
Why  then  is  it  fo  often  in  thy  mouth  ? Don  thou 
think  God  does  not  hear  the  praver  ? And  how 
often  haft  thou  prayed  him,  To  damn  thy  foul ? 
Is  his  ear  waxed  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear  ? I 
fear  thou  wilt  find  it  otherwife.  Was  not  he  a 
foldier  too,  (and  a terrible  one)  to  whom  God 
faid  of  old,  “ Hell  from  beneath  is  moved  for 
thee,  to  meet  thee  at  thy  coming?’’  And  what 
marvel  ? For  fin  is  the  high  road  to  hell.  And 
have  foldiers  nothing  to  do  with  fin  ? Alas  ! How 
manv  of  you  wallow  therein,,  yea  and  glory  in 
your  fltame  P How  do  you  labour  to  work  cut 
your  own  damnation  ! O poor  work,  for  poor 
wages!  The  wages  of  lin  is  death:  the  wages 
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of  curfing,  of  fwearing,  of  taking  the  name  of 
God  in  vain,  of  fabbath-breaking,  drunkennefs, 
revenge,  of  fornication,  adultery,  and  all  un- 
cleannefs.  Now,  art  thou  clear  of  thefe  ? Does 
not  thy  own  heart  finite  thee  ? Art  thou 
not  condemned  already  ? What  voice  is  that 
which  founds  in  thine  ears  ? Is  it  not  the 
voice  of  God  ? Shall  I not  vifit  for  thefe 
things,  faith  the  Lord?  Shall  not  my  foul 
be  avenged  on  fuch  a fmner  as  this  ? It  is  a 
fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
living  God  ! Be  very  fure  that  thou  art  flronger 
than  he,  before  thou  flieft  in  his  face ! Do 
not  defy  God,  unlefs  thou  canft  overcome 
him.  But  canft  thou  indeed  ? O no.  Do 
not  try'.  Do  not  dare  him  to  do  his  worft. 
Why  fhould  he  deftroy  both  thy  body  and 
foul  in  hell  ? Why  fhouldft  thou  be  punilhcd 
with  everlafling  deftruttion,  from  the  pre- 
fence of  the  Lord  and  from  the  glory  of  his 
power  ? 

* g.  But  if  there  were  no  other  hell,  thou  haft 
hell  enough  within  thee.  An  awakened  confciencs 
is  hell.  Pride,  envy,  wrath,  hatred,  malice,  re- 
venge ; what  are  thefe  but  hell  upon  earth  ? 
And  how  often  art  thou  tormented  in  thefe 
flames  ? Flames  of  luft,  envy,  or  proud  wrath  ? 
Are  not  thefe  to  thy  foul,  when  blown  up  to  the 
height,  as  it  were  a lake  of  fire,  burning  with 
brimftone  ? Flee  away' before  the  great  gulph  is 
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fixt : efcape,  efcape  for  thy  life  ! If  thou  hall  not 
ilrength,  cry  to  God,  and  thou  flialt  receive 
power  from  on  high  : and  he  whofe  name  is 
rightly  called  Jefus,  fhall  fave  thee  from  thy 
fins. 

10.  And  why  fhould  he  not?  Ha$  a foldier 
nothin?  to  do  with  heaven  ? God  forbid  that  you 

O 

fhould  think  fo  ! Heaven  was  defigned  for  you 
alfo.  God  fo  loved  your  foul,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  you,  believing  in  him, 
might  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life.  Re- 
ceive then  the  kingdom,  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world ! This,  this  is  the 
time  to  make  it  fure ; this  fhort,  uncertain  day 
of  life.  Have  you  then  an  hour  to  fpare  ? No  ; 
not  a moment.  Arife,  and  call  upon  thy  God. 
Call  upon  the  Lamb  who  taketh  away  the  fins 
of  the  world,  to  take  away  thy  fins.  Surely  he 
hath  borne  thy  griefs,  and  carried  thy  forrows ! 
He  was  wounded  for  thy  tranfgreffions,  and 
bruifed  for  thy  iniquities.  He  hath  paid  the 
ranfom  for  thy  foul.  Believe  in  him,  and  thou 
fhalt  be  faved.  Art  thou  a finner  ? He  came, 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repen- 
tance. Art  thou  a loft,  undone  finner  ? He 
came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft. 
May  he  that  gave  himfelf  for  thee,  give  thee  ears 
to  hear,  and  a heart  to  underftand  his  love ! So 
fhalt  thou  alfo  fay,  “ The  life  I now  live,  I live 
by  faith  in  the  Sen  of  God.”  So  fhall  the  love 
of  God  be  fhed  abroad  in  thy  heart,  and  thou 
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fhalt  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable.  Thou  fhalt 
have  the  mind  that  was  in  Chrifl,  and 
fhalt  fo  walk  as  he  alfo  walked;  till  hav- 
ing fought  the  good  fight,  and  finifhed  thy 
courfe,  thou  receive  the  crown  that  fadettv 
£ot  away  1 


The  End  of  the  Ninth  Volume 


THE 


CONTENTS 

Of  the  Ninth  Volume. 


The  manners  of  the  ancient  Chriftians. 


J' 


Page 


Chap.  I.  Of  the  life  of  Chrijt.  — > g 

Chap.  II.  Oj  the  church  at  fernfalem.  — g 
Chap.  III.  The fate  of  the  Heathens  befre 
their  converfon.  — __  jg 

Chap.  IV  Of  their  prayer  and  fudy  of  the 
Jcripture.  — — 

Chap.  V.  Of  their fafs,  meals,  modefy,  and 
ferioufnefs.  — — — 20 

Chap.  VI.  Of  their  marriages,  their  union, 

and  public  af  "emblies.  — 25 

Chap.  VII.  Of  their  per Jccutions.  — 28 

Chap.  VIII.  Of  their  care  oj  zhe  poor  fick , 
their  hofpitality,  and  patience.  — 32 

The 


CONTENTS. 


Page 

The  doftrine  of  Salvation,  Faith,  and  Good 
Works ; extrafled  from  the  homilies  of 


* the  church  of  England.  — 37 

An  Abridgment  of  the  Pilgrim’s  Progrefs.  54 
A Word  of  Advice  to  Saints  and  Sinners.  130 
Chriflian  Letters  by  Jofeph  Alleine.  — 148 

A Word  to  a Sabbath-Breaker.  — 276 

A Word  to  a Swearer.  — — 281 

A Word  to  a Drunkard.  — 285 

A Word  to  an  unhappy  Woman.  — 290  . 

A Wprd  to  a Smuggler.  — 295 

A Word  to  a condemn’d  Malefaflor.  304 

A Word  in  Seafon : Or  Advice  to  an  En- 
glifhman.  — — 310 

A Word  to  a Proteftant.  — 319 

A Word  to  a Freeholder.  — — 334 

Advice  to  a Soldier.  — — 338 


Jiu  t-V*. 


Date  Due 


FEB  2 6 78 

APR  1 r 

DEC  1 2 

Demco  293-5 

D00354010D 


